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[PREFACE. 


VE E Bmperotr's Ls 2 Gata- | 
' ker's rirodu#ive ifcourſe 7 | 


annex d, there's no Neceſſity for 
2 Preface : For there t 7 


der will fad pod oe of the Author both 2s 


1 Principles and Perſon ; However, «Word 
er two of earh me not be amiſs. Bs 
8 their 


Iſt. As to the Stoicks motwith 


without their Miſftaker. Fon Tnftance ; 


hel iev d aPlurality of Gods, that the vor, was 


apart of the ay , and that their Wiſe Man 


. | night di Late make bis Life as 
| 2 as 45 heſe with ſome other 
— — material Errors, I £ muri di in the 


Tris, "tie objeed a anf the Stoicks 
1 they allom d no Desert l. in ill Prafics, 


(Jar wake of Fake eg 5 tht they held - 
ard would 1 


ofopher the fs of '« Wiſe Mar 
1 VA — 


Pays, tp ger ne fo 


0 


* | 


ED 
- 


2 


1 The Preface, 


_ depended purely upon himſelf, and that there 
ms no Neceſſity of addreſſing 4 Superiour 
eing. | 5 
Is nfo this Charge Monſieur D'acier 

obſerves, that Tend's Opinion (the Founder 

of the Se, ) was Fair, and Defenſible in 
| theſe Points > That he war miſunderſtood by 

' ſomeof his Scholars, and unreaſonably ſtrain d 

up to the Letter. But there's no need to 

inſiſt any farther upon Juſtifying, ſor I don't 
remember our Author is at all concern'd in 

F , HWP 

To proceed therefore to the Emperour with 

reference to his Book, 888 

H Thoughts then are Noble, and On- 

common, and his Logick very true and ex- 

ack. He generally flies his Game home, ſel- 
dom leaves his To till he brings it to 

a Demonſtration, and has purſued it to its 

firſt Principles. Seneca, | has 4 different 

manner, and moves more by flart and ſally : 

He flaſhes a Hint in your Face and diſappears , 

And leaves you to carry on the Reaſoning, 

und maſter the Subject, as well as you can. 

This looks like an Apparition of 1 

and. is fometimes more Surprizing then In- 

ſtructive. ( But this Remark has no reference 
to the excellent Engliſh Abſtra#® which is dif- 
ferently managed from the Original.) But as 
for the Emperor he charges thorough aud 
thorough, and no Difficulty can ſtand; befire 


; © 


A 


y 
2 
7 
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The Preface. 


him. His Reaſon is no leſs irreſiſtible t han 
his Amt, and he loves to Conquer in his Cloſ. 
et, as well as in the Field. There's a pecu- 
liar Air of Greatneſs and Gravity in his Diſ- 
courſes: He ſeems to think up to bis Station, 
and writes with that Magnificence of Notion 
a if he beliey'd himſelf dblig d to exceed 
other Authors, as much in the-V/igour of his 
Mind, as in the Luſtre of his Fortune. | 
Fe appears to have thought to the bottom 
of his Aroument, and to have had a Compre- 
venfrve View of the World, of the Intereſt 
and Relations of Society. Hence it is that 
his Morality is ſo particularly Serviceable 
and Convincing, that his Sentences are ſo 
Weighty, and his Reaſoning ſo very juſt. By 
thus digging to the Foundation, Hes in 4 
Condition to aſſign every thing it's true 
Grounds, and ſet every Duty upon its proper 
Baſis. Farther, the great Probity of this 
Prince, his Fortitude, and the Nobleneſs of 
his Mind, gave Freedom and Spirit to his 
Thoughts, and made him exert for the Ser- 
vice of Principle and Truth, Beſides, be 
feems to have been born with a Prerogative of 


Nature, bleſs'd with a ſuperiour Genius, and 


made up of richer Materials for Senſe and. 
Firtue, 4 other People. Theſe Aduanta- 


ger, together with an improv'd Education, 
Tais d him to that Pitch of Majeſty, and Di- 
indFion, end made his Pen almoſt equal to 
bro Seepter, AG iy” 


The Preface, 


. 


Hom does he 226 2 the Purſuits 6 0 F Fame, 
and the littering Ir. of Tale Aud 
- that in no empty Rhodomontades, aud Tu- 


| mour of Expreſſuon : No, be pulli the 


Aur, d = the inward Coarſeneſs,. and 
fo uch Evidence of the Inſigaificaucy of 
19757 things, that he perfeclly commands the 
Reader's, Aſeut, and forces him into. his 
own Opinion. Nom an Emperour's Argument 
againſt 4 Fondneſs for Pleaſure, ar Power, 
comes better Recommended than 6x from 1 * | 
pate, Philoſopher : For in ww aſe 4 10 
ſpeals from xperiment, and diſputes agai 
| by Poles: f of his Condition ; : Here the 


uſual. Preteuce 1 Envy, or Ignorance is out 


Y Doors; And nothing bus inet 2 | 


2 drive fin pon ſo unacceptable a 
cluſion. 

he Generoſity his Principles are ub 
leſs remarkable. fy of + ſhews the Iniquity of 
4 ſelfiſh Temper; ; that Il Nature is — — 
dition to the Laws of Providence and the 
Intereſt of Mankind; 4 Puniſhment no leſs 
than a Fault, to thoſe that have it. All.the 
great Offices of Humanity, Fa ftice, and Ao- 
quieſcence are enforced with unuſual Advan- 
tage: His Turns of Reaſan being often as 
 Jarprizing for their Strength, as. go their 
| Novelty. In ſhort 3 Abating for ſome of the 

ors aboue· mention d, be ſeems to have 


draon 7 * A Scheme 7 Natural 
. N _ Relie 


96 + 


The Preface. | 


Religion. 8 ual which i is ſtill more commem- 
dable, he prafis'd his Maxims » 


por himpel 


aud made his Life a Tranſcript A 5 Nees 
trin. He was ſo great a lover Truth and 
clear Dealing, thatihe he would rather have loff 
his Empire than ſtrain d 4 Principle. Indeed 
3 end Legerdemain fink the Charac- 
ter of 4 Prince, and make bim look lite 2 
Royal Jugler: Publick Character, and — 
mon Good, 46 they call it, are N 
Defence in ſuch Cee. Sixtus the ft h, — 
aunt le allow d a great Man, as d to ſay, That 
"twas ſhort Thinking which made C onſcience 
Impraficable, and PPoliticks fall foul upon 
Morals : That if Stateſmen were well Quali- 
fied, and work'd their Heads, there world 
be no Occaſion for Latitude, and Inſincert 
Reaſon without doubt, well mans d, 


4 
a vmeh better than 


Craft: In earneſt, 'twoutd be 4 very hard 
Caſe, and agreat Reflect ion upon Providence, 
if. Men could not be happy without breaking © 


their Faith, aud blemiſhing their — 


$ However, to ſay nothing wa ſome People 
| are too Las to be Honeſt. Bui this Cuſtom | 
 - apart, there's no Neceſſi ity to make Reaſons 
| of State, incompatible with the Laws of Ju- 
| picez our Emperour is a noble Inſtance to the 
13 contrary. For never were the Functions of 
Peace and War better md, the Subject 


e Egg, and the Empire more Flowriſbing 


Tue Preface. 


than under this Prince: and yet twas none 
of his way to indulge his Politicks, and- 
warp in the leaſt from his Notions. "Twas 
bi conſtant Praiſe; as well as his Rule, 
If 'tis not Juſt never do it; If *tis not 
Truth never ſpeak it. 40 
At to the Emperonr's way of Writing, af 
any one Objecks againſt his ſometimes coming 
over again with the ſame Thing, he may 
| Pleaſe to conſider that this Prince did not 
take Philoſophy for meer Diverſion, and 
Amuſement : Inſtruct ion was his main De- 
Fan ; Upon this View twat not improper to 
repeat the ſtroak, to make the Impreſſion go 
deeper. The Prejudices the Emperonr diſputes 
AIgainſt are inveterate, and not to be remov'd 
without Difficulty : And if one Doſe won t 
eure the Patient, why ſhould not the Bill be 
wade up again? If this Rule holds in Mer 
dicine, why not in Morality? Are not Pea- 
ples e ings as valuable as their 
Health? And is not a Diſeaſe in the Paſſi- 
ons much worſe than one in the Conſtitution 2 
Aud after all, mben the Matter is cloſely ex- 
amin d, the Ground of the Objection will in 
t great meaſure, vaniſh. For when the Empe- 
rour does come over with an old Thing, 
tis his Cuſtom to improve upon t. He Repeats, 
but *tis for Advantage to the Argument, and 
| bis latter Thoughts, are dee. Supplemen- 
fal to the former. He either extendy the No- 
' . . : FR - 1 ti 0 rn, | 


= The Pri 


* 


tion, or reinforces the Proof, or gives 4 nem 
Turn of Strength, and Beauty to the Expreſ- 
fon. And thus the Reader is always a gainer 
by the bargain. _ © TITTY 
Is. Tranſlating the Author I have made 


ue of the quarto Edition publiſÞ*d in 1697. of 


In which beſides Gataker's Annataiions, 1 
had the Aſſiſtauce of Monſieur D*acier's Re- 
marks, turn'd into Latin by Dr. Stanho 
As for his French Tranſlation, I never. ſaw 
it till ſometime after my own was finiſh'd, and 
part of it printed off : However, one thing I 
ſhall obſerue, and which is the only uſe I have 
made of Monſieur D'acier's Tranſlation : Ti: 
his Remark upon Se&. VI. Book I. where 
citing Pollux, he telle us, that the Romans 
in imitation' of the Greeks, us d to fight 
 21ails for Divination, as well as Diverſi- 
on; and had a Fancy their-own Fortunes 
might be Prognoſticated by the Succeſs 
of the Battle. This piece of Superſtition I 
confeſs was more than I was aware 5 and 
get by the Context, the Emperour ſeems to 
bave had it in his View. 
One Word more of the Emperour's Stile 
and I have done : Now his way of expreſſing 
himſelf is extraordinarily Brief His Words 
are ſometimes over-burthen'd with Thought, 
and have almoſt more Senſe than they can car- 
79. Indeed, twas part of bis Character to 

brite in this Conciſe manner; for ag. 5 

1, TOE Is I . . m- 


ths 
— 
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— ated 


perour, nor tbe Stoick r alu of any 
— of Expreſſian. Beſides, he wrote 


e robe .which makes him ſtill wore 


aring in his n He ſometimes draws 
in little, writes up, as it were in 
Short-hand, and Fw not beat out his No- 


tions io their full Proportion. © To which I 
may add, that ſometimes the height fs his 


Subje& carries him almoſt out of Sight. For 


tßbere is an obſcurity nk, as well as in 


Language. For theſe Reaſons tir no wow- 


. der if we find his Senſe. now and then à lit- 


whe perplex'd- Aud where Twee 


ard. 4 the Reader might po 4 bw at Er 
Ibuve endeavonr'd to dire# bs 

Note in the Margin: I have ras ewiſe 15 * | 
fem Places ventur d to throw in a Word or 
two, to make the Text more Iutelligible. But 
when this Liberty was taken, I biz beer al- 
mays careful to ſpeak the Emperonr's Mind, 
and * Air the Meaning I Orls 


Dina. 


1 


GATAKER: 
Preliminary 


oisc ons 


In which 


The Principles ile Stoicks are compared _ | 
the Peripateticks, with the Old Acade- 
micks, — more 2 with the Epicu- 

 xean Sed: The remaining Writings likewiſe 

e the Stoick Philoſophers, Seneca, Epic- 

tetus, and particularly thoſe of our Emperor 
1 Antoninus, are brief examined. * 


18 the Opinion of ſeveral Chriti 
Writers that the Principles the £ 
5, come nearer the Doctrines of the 
 Geſpel, than any other del ofthe Antient Phi- 
open. 7 oſe>bus likewiſe who was a Pha- 
_ riſte b oe by War wot (which St. Puul calls the 


Sect of the Jewiſh Religion) aft r 0 f 


firms that the Sed "of the Phariſees reſenebled 
Iba of the Stoicks among the Greeks : * And: 4, 
ta came within the pale of the Church, St."* 


Hurrom is poſitive aui the Stoicks agree _ 


of — — — — -- 


13 1 8 


2 . GaATAKERS PRELIMINARY 


1 % 
* — 


* the Tememts o Chriſtianity in moſt Points, 
 InEGyam And that tlicy agree with us in many 
cap. 1+ Things is paſt all Diſpute, as will appear to 
any Perſon that will be at the pains to com- 

pare the Moral Precepts of the one Perſuaſion 


with thoſe of the other. Indeed I think 


there's no Diviſion of the Pagan CITY ' 


which reaches up to the Stoicks, To ſpe 
modeſtly, there's no Sec that I know o 
that ſers a'greater valtie upon Virtue afi 
Religion, drives the Notion higher, diſco- 
vers more of good Earneſt, and Bravery, 


preſſes the Practice with more Spirit and Ar- 


gument, and promotes it with more warmth 
of Inclination. ; Yo = 


To make this Truth more Evident, twill : 


not be improper to compare the Philoſophy 

of the Stoicks, with the moſt conſiderable 
retenſions of thofe of anotlier Way; And 

here I ſhall wave the mention of Pythagoras's 

4 See Pxtbe-myſtick,, or rather magical Syſtem, of 
— * are only ſome broken Remains 


Lavin, me to our Hands: For the Golden Verſes 


Ne which go under Pythagoras Name, are of 


Life of Faw- the ſame ſtamp with Phocylides's Monitory, 


de both of them Forg d and Counterfeit, And 
dvs for the Slovenlyneſs, Smut and lewd Pra- 
; See Dio- ctice of the Cyniche, they don't deſerve the 


| ©. in Diogea. honour of a Competition ; And here by the 


n egen. Way, Juvenal was much miſtaken in 1dyitg 
ay 4" Git differ d from the Stocks 5 


/ 


5 
£ 


— n , " 


as the Stoicks hated the Cynical Uncleanlineſs 
both in Habit and Behaviour, as highly Scan- 
dalous and Diſhonourable to Humane Na- 


traordinary Genius, run through Logicks, Lib. 


- 


—7: DISCOURSE 3 


n. 4 


a nothing but in wearing fewer Cloaths 3 * Where-5 * 


Sat. 11. 


rure. To return, neither do I think the I C. 5 2. 


| Scepticiſm of the New Academy worth the ider. p- 


ſert. Lib. 4 


bringing into the Lifts : For what regard is ap. 11. C. 
to be had to thoſe People that diſtruſt their 337 


Senſes, and deſtroy the Grounds of all 


Science ? that Degrade a Man from the pri- 
vilege of his Reaſon, make his Body and 


Soul Inſignificant, and neither allow him 
Eyes, nor Underſtanding to any = 


I hall therefore proceed to thoſe Sages 


who have been more happy in their purſuits 

of Wiſdom, who have Cultivated Philoſophy 
better, been better Follow'd, and gain d 

more Credit in the World. And here fhall 


begin with the Old Academics, and Peripa- 
tetic ls, who were Plato's Diſciples: And 

ſince theſe two SeFs are the ſame in their 
Tenents, and differ only in their Names, and 5 
the Places where they firſt ſet ms I ſhall ze The erg 


for Brevity ſake joyn them together. the 4 


Under this Diſtin&@ion Ariſtotle was the moſt cher inthe 


Eminent Perſon ; He was indeed a very ex- Cf. 4 


Cicer. 


Rhetorick, Poetry, Politicks, Oeconomichs, in proc, 


Bthicks, and Phyſicks, and perform'd Won- 


ders upon all the parts of Learning 
| andPhiloſophy z inſomuch that as far a8 f Cf.. 


— — —ͤ — 


4» 


— PIR 


1 


| 


WW 
* 


% 

V 

* » * g 
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. ſo bandied from one hand to another, and 


LY 
8 


— at dd 


4 " Garaten's PreLmamany 


5g We can i gueſs by what is extant, the World 
is more oblig'd to his Pex, than: to all tho 
Old Authors put together. Tis true, ſome 
give him this Character wich an Ex 
. de Of Preference for Pluto his Maſter. But 
l theſe Criticks ſeem to miſtake the Drift of 
Platas Writings: It being not ſo much the 
Dieſign of chis great Man to treat the Prin- 
ciples of Science, and leave us a Body of 
Learning, as to Combat the Soplu ts of his 
14 Cicer. de OWN Time: For this purpoſe he diſputes 
kaid. Lib. under tlie Perſom of —— and makes it 
his main buſineſs, to rofute the Fallacies, to 
pull of the Mask, and the Trifling, 
of theſe pretenders im Philoſophy. And 
working upon this View, he was oblig d to 
take a compaſs e to — _ 
into ſeeming; Digreſſions; an curry the 
pute to a vaſt — And tho the Con- 
nexion is true and Artificial, yet tis wrought 
In ſo ſine, that the Reader has ſometimes 
much ado to keep ſight of the main Argument. 
7*  *Fis granted a Mani is not apt to Tire upon 
1 the —— There's great variety of Inven- 
; the ftile is entertaining, and the Tale 
— handſemiy told, but then the Cauſe is 


i: pleaded with ſo much Colour, and Contru- 
diction, that tis ſomewhat difficult, to come 
at the Ttuth, and know on dern 11 the 
| Verdict ought tobe gef. got; 


— 
—— , 


A DSC OURSE. 
And ſince Ariſtotle is more clear and in- 
telligible, we ſhall apply to him for his 
J Opinion concerning the Precepts of Life z 
| This Philoſopher therefore ſhall-Repreſent 
4 his Clan, and deliver the Sence of the Old 
Academics, and Peripatetieks, © Now A. 
* as Plato did before him, ranges tune 
otion of Advantage under three Heads, 
and throws it into the Diviſions of Mind, 
Body, and Fortune. Tis true, He gives the 
Preference to the Firſt, but then he layͤs 
great ſtreſs upon the two Latter, and makes 
them contribute very conſiderably to the 
ſatisfaction of Life; Inſomuch that be g 
won't allow the beſt Man Living to be Hap- . | 
Py if either his Health, or his Pocket, are den lb. 
out of Order, eſpecially if he falls into 1 ler de 
any Remarkable Calamity; This weight an z. 
of Adverſity is too much for the Mind, and , Mx. 
forces a Man's Virtue to grow uneaſie: lt 
makes a breach in his Enjoyment, and 
cCruſhes his Happineſs to piece. uad. 
Ibis. is Ariftorle's Opinion; But the Sto- cn L 1. 0 
 icks would not ſo much as grant Wealth, es 
or Conſtitution any Conſideration in this 
Caſe, nor vouchſafe to admit any thing 
wit bout the Mind, into the Diſtinctions of 
Good, or Evil: With this Se& the Circum- 
ſtances of Fleſp and Blood, and the Condi- 
tion of Externals, were but a ſort of Indif- 
ferent Matters, and mn, either one 
«002 1 eee 
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way, or t 'other. For in their Philoſophy 


— 


Wi. _ 


19 ten. nothing was Good, but What was Proto; 


17 Zeno. 


Scnec. E- Tu uſt, Honourable, and Humane. "Nor #try 
rin 1. thing — what was Wicked, Un. 
| Juſt, Iubumane; ànd Srandalows + Anil for 
Sen & this reaſon, they lobk'd upon Fools, and 
Fes Her Krabes, Atheiſts, and Labor diate, ho beter 
L 2-3. than Miſerable Wretches, tho they: were fe- 


ver ſo well — in their Pxtſe, 


their. Carcaſs, or their Quality. And on the 


23 Senec. contrary, 25 that a Mun of Virtue and P iety 
rei on. i always in a Stats of Happineſs, let Bj Cir- 


' cumſtances' be what they *z * U | 
_— nmeh haraſs d with the — Be 


Nele of Life, And laſtly; that — bile 4 Pef- 
an. fon cf this Charattercan with any Prop * 

ety be ſaid to be Wiſe, to be rightly Frets 

Maſter of bimſelf: And betng d. —— 
 Pourite of Hedven, amd the part 25 2 care 


Providence; he is the unly 5 this 971 —— | 


9 diſturb'd, a is on of th 

25 Plat. A- and Anxiety. For let b live, 1 ths r * 

Ge. rute. . Deity he * to, will never ſaſfer in to 
4 but li: 


at fall into 4 real Diſadvantage 
-— 5 inpoſſible for him ever to — — 
26 Kpict. 
cCncbir. c. 52. eaſy, or to meet with any 
Dine. #hrow him ont of hir Suti 
reid 197- the Generous Principles 2 the Stoleks, in 
ubich s they overſhot the Peripatrsibtʒ nd 
- Old Aude Sed, ſo they muſt he mid to 


approach nearer to the true Greathefd of 


the Chriſtian _— IlIcon- 


ched, or u. 


lle Fete 


| I confeſs] am not altogether of Tully's 27 Cicer, de 


ble: The Dignity, and Supremacy of 36 cicer 4 
Virtue was granted on both ſides; The on- 
ly Diſpute was whether twas ſufficient to 


deavour the Reconciling theſe Contradicti v. 7: 
ons; ànd to make the Matter the more Ex- 

traordi 
af the Stoicks. Let's fee a little how one of 


we 


—— 


2 
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3 6 » « I Nat. Deor. L. 
and St. Auguſtins Mind, who will have it DE. 


that theſe two Seõ & are agreed in the „ Aged. 


Thing, and differ only in the wording pb S, 
their Opinion. Such a perfect Accommo- 
dation is, I think, prov'd Impracticable by 


Twlly himſelf in the Perſon of Cato: ** How- 2» gie. 


. : e finib. 
ever, I am ſo far of this great Orator's O-157 


pinion that the Conteſt between the Szoicks 


and Peripateticks, was very Honoura- 


o a Man's Buſineſs alone; and make him 


happy in ſpite of every Thing beſide. But 
then to make no Difference between Zenos 
 Cloyfter,, and the Gardens of Epicurus; to 
compare the Men of Liberty, with the 


great Champions for Virtue and Self- denial, 


and to bring Pleaſure and Diſcipline into a 
Competition, this looks like a very un- 
handſome, and unreaſonable Fancy. For ,, wenand, 
all that; ſome have been ſo hardy as to en-, 


Ju 


nary, it has been attempted by ſome _ 


them pretends to manage the Paradox. 


If you fancy there's any great matter between 
5 — are miſtaken, ſays Seneca ** A little; Sence.de 
etente 


indeed, when Virtue is all in alli 
B 2 with 


* - 
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with one Sec, and Pleaſure the Idol of the 
ä other! JJC TS fo oY 
„ia. Seneca goes on: Epicurws, ſays he, puts 
Pleaſure under the ſame Rules which we do 
Virtue. But firſt, under Favour, the Stoicks 
preſeribd no Laws to Virtue, but took their 
Meaſures from her. Farther, granting their 
.. Dodrines the ſame in ſome Caſes, this lit- 
: tle ſtep would never bring them together. 
All the World allows a great Difference be- I 
teen the Profeſſions of Medicine and Phi- £ 
loſophy; and yet their Preſcriptions con- ; 
' cerning Diet, and Management are often 
the ſame. Let's hear the Advice of that 
at el : Eminent Phyſician Hippocrates 3 Let L- 
Sa Fbour, and Meat and Drink, and Sleep and Plea- 4 
ſure be all taken with Moderation. And would | 
not a Stoick, Epicurean, or any other Philo- ö 
ſopher have order'd juſt the ſame Thing? 
But tho the Preſcriptton-would be the ſame, 
the reaſon of preſcribing would: be diffe- 
- 35 aritr- rent. Now in Morality tis the End which 
c. 7+. gives the Form and Diſtinction to an Acti- 1 
on: And here we ſhall find the Stic and | 
- Epicurean Philoſophers differ as much from [4 
each other in the main Drift, as they do 
56 Plut. de From ** the Profeſſion of Phyſick. The Phy- 


ꝙ6ꝙ6333 


— 


view ſician's Buſineſs is to guard againſt Diſeaſes, 
the Epicureans againſt Pain: and the Stvicks 
- - _ againſt Vice and Immorality : The firſt 


aims at the ſecuring of Health, the: _— 1 
ee” | qt of - | 
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of Pleaſure, and the third of Honeſty. No- 
thing can be more remote than theſe two. 
Clans of Philoſophy. The one place Virtue 
upon the Throne, make her Abſolute, and 
Independent; and ſcarcely admit Pleaſure 
to wait upon her tho' at an humble Di- 
ſtance. Whereas the other make probity 
truckle to Appetite, and afford Reaſon no 
better Office than to cater for their Sexſes. 
Here Pleaſure is the Queen of the Country, 
„ and Virtue allow d no better Buſineſs than Sica. de 
to whiſper a little Caution ta her Miſtris; 
that ſhe may not live too faſt, wear up her 
Conſtitution z and deſtroy the Capacities 
of Enjoyment. *© © - 
But there's 4 great deal F Religion and 14 beer 
Probity in the Precepts of Epicurus, yes a great uu 
deal of Diſcipline and ravery too, if they are 
cloſely examin'd, © 
Wee'l come nearer then if you pleaſe, 10 
look nicely into the Merits of the Cauſe: 
And a1 I 2 do the rather, becauſe this 
Sect, as Tully ** obſerves, by counterfeiting . ; 
the Air. 1 Virtue, and dropping a few 
ſhining Sentences, had a off a great 
many Proſelytes. — 
And now in good earheſt, can that Man 
ſet up for Religion Who diſelaims the Belief 
of Providence? ** Who teaches that God 4s gy. 
rp eng the World, and neither gives «: i Epic. 
e or nor any body i ny manner of ub. 10. C. 
. B 3 Trouble t das ib. 


25 


i * 
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1 rouble 2 That * the Buſes of Rewards 7 
; Puniſhment s are foreign to his Nature, and | 
that he can neither be angry nor pleas'd with 
poor Mortals? He muſt needs be a pious 
Philoſopher, whoas his Diſciples are pleas d 
45 Lact. to brag, was the firſt bold ©? who 427 at- 
de Nu. Be. tempt the ſealing of the , and make an 
2 897 open Attack upon the Deity? 
And as for Honeſt Principles, how can wo 
expect them from thoſePeople wha declare 
Ne they value neither. Friendſhip, G. 271 , 
lib. 1» = Juſtice, nor;g other V; irtue any fart her t han 
l. ir“ Bauer or their Hauey are ſeru d by 
kel Pell. hem :. With theſe Philo oo phers ** Virtue 
apud Lacre has uo Tutrin ſect Govdneſs, no Mae Beauty, 
ns epi, vat hing i bat c charmrin in the bare Prattice * 
5 Honeſty aud Truth, Y do hut gliſier in the 
bi. Name, and make a handſome Noiſe, but there's 
pothing i in thew. And farther, they are ſo 
AY e feſs, „ J 7 A 
48 Cicer- Hal himſelf in any Ie „% Ciut or 
den en has either Prof or Pl 5 int. 
ä wm to, balk bimſelf, 1 4 upon tbe Score 
777 Maral, Deformity of, tbe Aﬀion ;, For 
491 Epicur. L Jay an Ackion is evil in it ſelf, is af 
= THe trad; one ſhould. be, cautions when there's 
gore Torq 12 4% to to he Damage, or Danger in the 755 
ap e as fot any proben fie . 
(pleaſure, aud Vengtaste »t the” 7 45 
«Rs ſtuff; witl L0G ntlemen; 
Conſcience i is 4 Cypher in their on Ahe 4 
t cir 


Alaſs F They 


Mie 


| = — . what Diſe 


; or ure — So yung ee. Hear the Frolick 
, N rvſſ abems 


. —— 
3 : 2 
— < 
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their Reaſon to Forbear doing Miſchief is 


only tb ſave their Carkaſs ; tit not the Law, 

but the Gallows which frights them; and be: 

des, they: are afraid a. \Provocation may be 

nA 4 ins Revenge. z 1 08 

never ſo 4 A. e Enſuring | to hong 

Fulſtood; nd foul Way.” — 

Lot u proceed and bin, the Strict - 

gels ang\\Sobrioty' of their Philoſophy ; 
„tif you will take their 22 

Word for t, nud lr o rang Irputatiom: Hub. lib. x. 

They ure reſented t. wreed their Diſciples 

7 > 200 2 Lumury, whereas the Caſe is 


hetwiſe e For their Lefures declare 
Ea egularity and Temperance, and 


* 1 — l Grain; and Diſcipline; Is not 


; Epjenras; * very. ſatyrical 1 
E Libertines Dobs he not — 8 
 Fblly F #hoſe People who are overſet with 

; blinded wirh Appetite, and carried 

of — be Bl andiſhments of Senſe ? And 
 tÞbile they he thus at #he Mercy of Lu | 


how much he 


But mow by the laſt e of his 
'Correvtion we may diſcover. the 3 
e his falling out with theſe Sparks. 
Bogdan does not laſn their. Vice out ot 
in will tot ; he is uo Enemy to De- 


9 B 4 bauchery 5 


— Poe i —— « 
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> nur a bauchery 3 For ell Pleaſure, let it eome 
Epiur which way will, ia good thing : There- 
IN - Foro ſays he, thoſe 5s Saticfactiout which 
4 lib. 2. gratiſy 4 Liberrine, .cauld deliver. him from the 


beet. lid. Rebukes:of | Conſcience and the fear of Death, 
| ; and A e e of. gary) do 


this, and ſet Bounds f Convenience to bis 

Fancy, I ſhould have nothing to-objeff againſt 

bis Method; I' ſboudd';rathir © ajipband | his 

_ Choice, and exrouragh bes Freedom ; For when 

2 Mau ir brim fulhof- Delight, with has no- 

thing to trouble hits, che dan t be in en Il we 3 

«for nothing but Pain and #taſy thinking, are 

Evil. Here we ſee - plainly: this Philoſo- 

ow has no quarrel with a Debauchee for 
his Lewdnels 3 he rather commends him 

for humouring his Palate, and making 

much of himſelf. Hecdoes ſo. ꝓrov vided 

he ſtands clear of Inconvenience; and 

| e order to this, eſpecial care muſt he taken 

to get the better off his Conſeience, and 

Ates Religion out of bis Head t: Why, 

. when does Epicurus fall foul upon — : 

thrifts and Libertines? Becauſe they are 

36. Tera · Blockheads,, ** and: hat u Diſcretion. with 

Zub id their Vice; becauſe they run themſelves out.of 

breath, wed: deſtroy the' Pleaſure -with their 

K Eagernefs.” Their unmanageableyeſs. ruips 

- . tbeir Health; and their Fortune, and their 

Reputation, "and: 0 -thearn that; it often 

Gee ab _ under 882 * the Lem. Tl fe 
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are the ſtrict Morals, the hard Leſſons of 
Epieurus's School, and the rugged Penance 
he puts his Proſelytes upon! He gives 
them their full Freedom in Debauchery: 
But then they muſt be lewd like Men of 
Senſe, and Underſtanding; for to over- 
drive their : Conſtitution, and loſe their 
Credit, and bring themſelves to Beggary 
and Trouble, theſe are bad things indeed 
But notwitſtanding the Liberty of their 
Principles, and their Idolizing of Pleaſure, 
there were ſeveral of them Men of great 
Temperance, and. Frugality: #7. Epicurus 57 Sen 
will tell you, that be could ſatisfy his Sto- Rr 
tach for a half Penny ; And Metrodorus, 
h 4 lower Proficient conll do it for three 
\Farthings. 'Tes, Epicurus had put ſo much 
 Philoſop 5 in bit Palate, that Bread and 
1 58 wal Regale him, and make him ;s tyicur. 
almoſt wild with SeriofalSion At for Luxu- m. non 
, and Expence he deſpis'd the Neliſb, and . 
' dbominated tbe Thoughts ont: Give him but 
&;\Glaſs of pure — and alittle Haſty: 
pudding, and he would hardly have 5% own'd 5» Toid- 
that Jupiter had eaten are This Diet 1e. b. 


110. Ep. age: 


N you are but rightly ſharp, has as much taſte iwd Cie de 
5 ant as you would wiſh : For 61 very ordinary fnib. lib. 2. 


Neat and Drink will oblige. the Senſe, and 8 


lay Hunger aſleep as Heel, as 5 that rg 
1 cen 18 een eee 63 


. 


Eu- 


— - 


64 thid. Hut that tar pure Cunvitt iam and Force of 


6 Ep. al Dey: And this tary 


| Epjcuri «dt very indlifferently s This he did ro vy 


Ln 
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Eudarus liv'd before Epidurus, and was 

a Perſon of the ſame Perſuaſion : Not 

6: writ. 5: Ariftotle gives this Man an extraordinary 
bo. ap 1. Charger for Sobriety y, and maler hine a great 
Maſter of his Palate, This Command of nia 


ſelf made his. Opinion go nur the eri ber? 
el bid. 63 Fs People would not believe'that any B 


of Intereſt, or Henſuality conid — him, 


Truth, which bronght him to at : the 
Preheminence of Pleafure.”' But as 

men's Temp arance, theres. Came N 
to queſtion 7 Fon Timorhares affures ds, 


6; 6 6, _ keinds /e f framieing far f dv 
ed of three Perth th — Me 
thad to edt 1p ans Sterling every 


y he does 5 — ered 
— \iſd confirm fron" Ii 80 that his common 
Cuſtom, and his Fits of Mortiſication, fetin 
0 be very different. Somme tis grant- 


67 $enec: Edd be ul to \acootamod te HM was: rf 


Ep. 18. ex 


(ber hit Ploefurecheted with bir * 

on to what Degree Aud that be ab, 

cauvinc d whether good Eutineg was 251 Yhe 

Druclging for ar not: And dt may be We 

a laen. anucle the Experiment 0 armbingſelf againſt 
lb. Caſualty, aud Misfortuue, and that v9 Poverty 
might never catoh bim naprovidded. Wiſhobe, 

Hie ſeems to have done that by Fits, whith 

| it Day be was n . conſtant Practice. 


Let 


[ 45 
4 4 
** 


Discos 
Let us now enquire into the Reaſons of his 
Diſcipline: Let us examine why he refuſes 
to be always in a Courſe of Luxury; what 
puts him upon ſtarts of Auſterity, and 
makes him prefer a homely Diet to a plen- 
tiful Table. Now in the firſt place Heel 
tell you, He does not take up upon the 
ſcore of Conſcience, as if Temperance 2 Wag. 
were worth the minding, or there was any w. 2 fr. 
harm in Gluttony : Not at all; Tis the... 
ill effects, and not the Exceſſes of Gour- ide 
mandizing which makes him a little Cauti- 
ous, For to keep the Kitchen always hot, 
is the way to ſet the Houſe on fire, To 
be always oading the Table, and eating of 
tid-Bits, muſt ſink a Man's Pocket cruelly. 
Such Extravagance commonly ends in Beg- 
gary; the Glutton lays 7* all upon the tip 7: aces. 
of his Tongue, aud ſwallows his Eſtate like 
4 poached Egg. And which is more, theſe 
Exceſſes make the Carkaſs ſmart, as well as 
the Pocket. And here * the Epicurean is 1: cicer. de 
attack'd in the Seat of his Pleaſure, and . üb. 
touch'd in the moſt ſenſible Part. Thus 
Epicurus obſerves, that thoſe People who 
have no Brains to their Palate, commonly 


pay for't in their? Health. For that which /, cice: de 


would be Nouriſhment to a hungry Sto- 9. © 
mach, is but a Burthen to us when we are i 
|. Thus à great many Diſhes 7+ breed a 74 Serec. 

> . Ep iſt. 95+ 
great many Diſeaſes, we eat our 45 ves into 4 


Conſumption; 
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Conſumption ; and grow leaner by being over- 
ſtuffed, than we ſhould do by faſting. And 
to conclude, Drunkenneſs and Gluttony, 
75 ßenec are puniſh'd with | ſuch Defluxions 7 4 
Rheum, with ſo much Quali, and Head ach, 
with ſuch Pains and Weakneſs in their 
whole Body; inſomuch that if Men “ 
lr would think a little before-hand, and 
compute upon the conſequences of a De- 
bauch; they would not run themſelves 
a ground ſo often, nor carry the Frolick 
ſo far as they do. Beſides, Epicurut and 
his Followers, had a farther aim in their 
Experiments of Sobriety: They did not 
practiſe it as a Virtue, but as an Exerciſe : 
„ Senes Dey made Proſperity do Penance ſome- 
Evitt 18. Fimres, that they might bear Adverſity the 
Laerr. bb. better . That they tight bave not bing new to 
mw ſurprize them; and ;hat the Herdſbips of 
Choice might reconcile them to thoſe of Nice 
ty. They had likewiſe a mind to try 
7s Bier how 7* little would ſatisfy Nature, and how 
& Lact. vs rell;ſhing Hunger could make it, And 
' Ei». laſtly, they pinch'd now and then, that 
rout od. they might feaſt ** with the better Guſt : For 
$0 Cicer d e (ex ſrtal Satisfattions are the more welcome, 
_ 8rJuver. by mabing their Viſits ſeldom : Frequency in 
** this caſe does but clog the Senſes, and 
make the Appetite grow dull. And there 
fore feeding conſtantly upon Delicacies is 
ſaid to have more of Expence than 


— 2 
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ſore int. Diſtance, and. Intermiſſion, 5: ea. 
give a Keenneſs to Deſire : Hunger ſtreng- 
thens the Taſte, and. doubles the Satiſ- 5: Sg! 

faction; as Liberty is much ſweeter when :.c. . 

I it riſes out of Servitude, and Oppreſſion. 

This made Socrates pronounce . Hunger #4 Cicer.de 

Is admirable Sauce: And as that Philoſo- 

I pher uſed to ſay, that by walking himſelf 
ſharp, * he had no occaſion to go to the ,, Ce 
Butcher; for his Loaf would afford him Tu: 
Bread and Meat too, when he was through. 0 * 

ly Hungry. JuſP thus Epicurut uſed to 
balk himſelf ſometimes and keep his Sto- 
mach craving ; that he might fall too with 
more Eagerneſs afterwards, and be better 
. prepared for a Luxurious Entertainment. 
But when the Deſign is thus mean, what 
Virtue or Credit can you expect in the 
Practiſe? He is a poor Man of Morals that 
can riſe no higher than Pleaſure, and Cram- 
ming ! A Man may find as much Philoſo- 
phy in a He- coop, as this comes to. 
Thus we have taken a View of the Ri- 
gour, Severity, and Mortifigation of Epicu- 
rs Doctrine! Let us now proceed to his 
_ Flights of Fortitude. Yes, ſays Seneca, Epi- 
- carus had Mettal both in his Books, and 
his Practiſe: He was 4 fimical Spark, 'tis 86 Senec; 
true, but a brave Fellow for all that. How * 
do you prove it? Becauſe there's Reſolu- 
tion; as well as Prudence in his * 
or 


—_— 2 8 
unn. 
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9 tic. For notwithſtanding he n pronounces all 

L 1% Pleaſure to be Good, and Pain to be Evil in 

: it ſelf, yet ſometimes, when Intereſt and 
3 Fpicur. Convenience require it, he manages as i 
ppt Lai be believed the quite contrary, Upon th 

| | Account, he checks his Fancy, and de- 

1 nies himſelf in his Pleaſure, when he fore- 
ſees there will be Pain at the end ont; 
And on the other Hand makes no difficulty 
to ſubmit to Fatiguing, and Trouble when * 
he has a fair Proſpect of an over: ballanee 
of Pleaſure by the — — And is not al! 

this an Argument of Fortitude, as well as 

Underſtanding ? | i 

Zut under favour, the ſubmitting to fome 
Inſtances of Hardſhip is no ſufficient Proof 
1 c of Fortitude. If this Pretence would do, 
| woe, © Lowers, and Madmen, ** would be the 
Eleg. 9. braveſt People in the World: For won't 
 $2%6. the firſt drudge and mortify ſtrangely to 

| gain their Point? And as for the latter, 
they'l charge up tu the Cannons Mouth and 
no Confideration of danger can ſtop their 

Frenſy. At this rate a hardy Malefactor 

might challenge the Virtne of a Philoſo- 

-pher. Thoſe Libertines likewiſe may come 

in for a ſhare of this Character, whomur- 
ther themſelves betauſe they hawt patience 
to out-live their Pocket, nor bear up againſt 

-the Conſequences of their Folly. And yet 
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Epicaris ** himſelf gives the Cauſe againſt 7 2 


theſe People. To go on; By this reaſon- * 


ing, thoſe wretches may be ſaid to be 
brave, Who oiit of an over-fondneſs of be *--- 


_ Life are eontented to put an incurable Car- 


kaſs upon the Rack, and ſubmit to extre- 
mity of Torture; tho? all chey get by it, 
is rather to prolong their Miſer , than their 
Being. And thus That ſcandaſous Carpet- 
Knight Mecenas, would paſs for a Man of 


T Fititudes for if thoſe Verſes of his cited 


by Seren, were ſpoken in earneſt, eng 
can be more mean: 


* Let Gont my Hands and _ 4 n am 
Or Lin wp male te Motionleſs 8 
: 21 40 B Bod Capt in Mees, 


; d to Humours 3 
| — 0 yy Life, and I'm contented, 


rr Rack "Pull e re repent it, 
Ia 91lling (fays he) 10 be impaled % or ,, 


| 2 5 per pleaſe, ſo you will but let me W 


brongh it. Without doubt % worth 
his while to reſt on bis Wounds,and be ſtrain d 
on « Cibbet,only to beep hir Puniſbment alive ʒ 
hie ri: the beſt of his Caſe to diſpatch 4 
Pon as mig be! And laſtly by this Notions 
Whoſbever denies himſelf for his Pleaſure, 
and fuffers to gratify a Vitiogs Palſion may 


be called a Man of Fortitude. But we ſay, 
tis 


44 — — — 


ee 888 
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nnn 
. 


_ 65. Teen. Word for't,muſt be Happy with the Scottiſh 


Phalariss Noot. Yes, if he was roaſting in Phalaris 


Bull was 


made of Bull, he would bellow with SatisfaTion ; and 


aſs, kol- 5 5 . 
— andred cry out what. a delicious Torture ts this 2 


Lia ra, he tells you of himſelf, 19 that the laſt 


lid. 0,  Agonizing Day of his Life was the % in 


de ger phe World. Tis true the Cholick and the 


nec. Epiſt. 


_ Stone, 


* 


— 
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<4 Stone, & raged to Extremity, and did their i vid 
, _ upon him. But then the Pleaſure * he. wid. 
1 had in the Reflection upon his own Writings, 


overtop d the Pain; and made his Imagina- 
tion tos ſtrong for his Senſes. 

Q Zut we muſt not be too forward in be- 
lieving a Rhodomontade, againſt avow'd 


I Principles. Tis true, if theſe Flouriſhes 
Wi had been ſpoken by a Philoſopher that 
4 confines the Notion * of Advantage to; Spes. 

K | Honeſty, and reckons nothing but + Vice gd dc vir. 
b 2 Mrsfortune. That makes Good and 
Evil, 5 lye only in the uſe of the Mill, and; wia e. 

a the Temper of the Mind. who declares * 

of Virtue ſelf-ſufficient * for a happy Life, and . 

0 that ſhe — in need of no Foreign Aſiſt- 1 il Ep ac: 
ance. He that tells you that a perfect Phi. 
* loſopher is impregnable in his Happizeſs, 
15 and proof againſt the Impreſſions of Pain 
F {| ©* That Vrrtue is never to be beaten off, 14 
5 "twill keep a * Man Company under all Tub. .. 
8 Tryals, mount the Scaffold, and the Wheel, 
65 and ſhine *> through his Limbs, while he's 10 sener de 
. burning at the Stake. A Man that hase k 
1 ſuch hardy Principles may talk at this rate; 
2 for here his Heart and his Tongue go to- 

| gether, and there's conſiſtency in the Caſe. 
7 But can any one be ſo void of common 
„ I Senfe, as to believe Eyicrrus in earneſt in 
1 ſuch Flights as theſe? Epicurus, I ſay, who 

8 C- makes 


e, 


_— 
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2 


11 Evicur, 


0 f Leer Makes Pleaſure the Supreme Good, Pain 
Li. cicr.and Torment, the moſt formidable Evil. 
1, & 2. And when he has done, ſtates his Notions 
of theſe things in the moſt ſcandalous man- 
ner imaginable. For he affirms the Body 
1 Cicer de 12 the main Seat of Satisfaction; denies the 
& = ' Mind any independant Entertainment of 
| her own : And maintains that all the Plea- 
ſure of Thought, either begins from the Bo- 
dy or Ends in it, And laſtly, He is ſo frank 
as to confeſs ; that as for the Notion of 
Good, as ſome People underſtood it, he 
neither knew where twas, nor what. No- 
thing was Good to him; that was not Good 
13 Epicur. to his ** Senſes, that did not pleaſe him in 
ib. 1% his Eyes, or in his Ears, in his Tauch, his 
Ciaer de fi- 1 : | 
nib 1.2. Taſte, or his Selling. | 
1. me., No Man, fays the Poet in Seneca, is“ 
Es. Fappy who does not think himſelf ſo: Yes, 
x; Evicur. ſays Epicurus; he muſt fancy himſelf ſu- 
put keen perlatively Happy, or elſe it won't do: 
Now how can that Man have ſuch a plea- 
fant Fancy, that lies Agonizing in Pain ? 
And owns himſelf afflicted with the great- 
eſt Evil, and in the higheſt Degree ima- 
ginable ? . 
But Epicurus's Lodgings are too Rank to 
ſtay in; a little better Air won't do amiſs, 


and therefore wee'l take a turn in Zero's 
P iaz za. a : 


Now 


FRD = 0 Id » vw -* 
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Now the Stoicks are of a quite different 
Complexion, and directly oppoſite to the 
Epicurean Tenents above-mentioned. 

Theſe Philoſophers have admirable lxo- “ 
tions; They hold that God Almighty , 
* governs the Univerſe; that his Providence *: & = 
Is not only General, but Particular, and © 
reaches to Perſons, and Things: That“ 4e 
he preſides over Humane Affairs; that he & ] 
aſſiſts Men not only in the greateſt Con- 

* cerns, in the Exerciſes of Virtue, but al- 
* ſo ſupplies them with the Conveniencies 
* of Life. And therefore that God ought 44 


to be Worſhipp'd above all Things, and x 
applied to upon all Occaſions 5 that we 


* ſhould have him always in our Thoughts. 15 bei. 


* acknowledge his Power, reſign to his Vi. ee 
dom, and adore his Goodneſs for all the 

* ** SatisfaQions of our Being. To *' ſub- 25 F2i% b 
* mit to his Providence without Reſerve. To -: tpia-1. 


© be pleaſed with his Adminiſtration 4 ** . M 


© and fully perſuaded that the Scheme of 

the World could not have been mended, 

nor the Subordination of Things more 

* ſuitably ad juſted, nor all Events have 

been better timed for the common Advan- 

tage: And therefore that tis the Duty ,, gs. 

* of all Mankind, to obey the Signal, and '* +< 7 

follow the Intimations of Heaven, with 1 & ali: 

* all the Alacrity imaginable : That the 

* + Poſt aſſign d us by Providence muſt be :, Sener. 
_ C 2 main- E9. 1974 


paſſim. 
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* maintain'd with Reſolution; and that we 
1551 © ought to die a“ thouſand times over, 
* rather than deſert it. | 
Thele are the Stoicht Principles concern- 
ing the Deity, and the Regard due to him : 
Let us now examine how they ſtand af- 
fected towards Mankind. 
And here their Precepts are no leſs ex- 
traordinary than in the former Caſe. For 
25 Senec.de They declare ** plainly, that we muſt love 
« 6 Marcus * a]] Mankind heartily, and without a Com- 
* pliment ; that we muſt ſolicit their Inte- 
© reſt, bear with their Infirmities, and do 
no manner of Injury to any Mortal: That 
* a Man ſhould not think himſelf born on- 
ly for his private Satisfaction; but exert 
* his Strength for the publick Advantage, 
* and make his Life as fignificant to the 
26 Cir. de © World as tis poſſible: That“ the Con- 
Mu,  * ſcience of a good Action ſhould content 
* him; without the proſpe& of Fame or 
* Reward : That he ſhould never be tired 
* with the Exerciſe of Good Nature, but 
purſue one Kindneſs ſo cloſely with ano- 
* ther, that there may be no room for any 
inſignificant Spaces of Liſe to come be- 
* tween. That a Man ought to look upon a 
* Generous Action as a Reward to it ſelf, 
c. and that we oblige our ſelves, by doing 
* a good turn to another. And therefore 
* that 'tis a piece of Meanneſs to ramble 
| | * Abroad, 


{4 


— 
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Abroad, and graſp at Intereſt, or Applauſe. 
5 Farther ; That the poliſhing our Rea- 
*/on;\and the governing our Mil. is the 
* moſt noble Imployment ; and that no- 
thing ought to be preferr'd to the Prac- 
* tice of Honeſty, And laſtly, That a 
Man ſhould ſtand immovably by his Rea- 
ſon, that no clamour of Appetite ſhould 
call him off, that no Loſs of Fortune, no 
*Menaces of Death, no Extremities of Tor- 
* ture; ſhould make him give way, or 
fr ighten him from a known Duty. 


Iheſe are ſome of the Noble Sentences 


we meet with in the Writings of the Storcks ʒ 


what ſtrains of Piet, what Inſtances of Hu- 


mani ty, what flights of Greatzeſs are here? 
And to give them their due, they don't 
run out into Inconſiſtency, nor talk above 
their Principles, Whereas the Epicurean 
Doctrins if you take them rightly, have 
neither Subſtance nor Show in them. | 
But tis objected againſt the Sroicks, that 
they were but [:ttle follow d, that they were 
not conſtant to their Party, and fail'd in 
the point of Practice. I ſhall touch upon 
all theſe. ö | 
And firſt of the Smallneſs of their Num. 
bers ; it ſeems this Sed had always fewer 
Diſciples than any of the reſt, The Epi- 


cureans; had it clearly by the Poll. They 


uſed to Flouriſh mightily upon the crowd 
| C 3 of 


27 Marc, 
Iap, 


28 Marc. 


— ——— 
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29 Cic. de 
finib. 1. 2. 


of Proſelytes which follow'd their Maſter. 
And Torquatus in Tully does not ſtick to af- 
firm 3 that the Bulk of the People run after 
Epicurus, and that the Strength, tho wot the 
egos, of Mankind, was undoubtedly on his 


e. . B 10 25 
Neither is there any great wonder in all 
this. Strato the Natural Philoſopher was 


much in the right when he obſerv'd, That 


30 Bias, 


31 Scnec. de 


Vit. heat. 
. 


32 Id. Ep. 
42. 


33 Id. de 
vit. beat. 
"Fs 


the Bath, and the Wells were much more fan. 
cied, thin the making a Campaign. People 
don't care for ſtraining up an Aſcent, nor 
travelling in arugged Path; A Road that's 
open and unfatiguing has always moſt 
Company. But then the Multitude are lit- 
tle more than ſo many Noſe e They have 
Numbers but no great weight in them. Peb- 
bles are mach more common than Diamonds. 
And *tis an old Saying; that the bad ere 
always the Majority. To agree wit h the Mal- 
titude, is an Argument of a wrong Choice. 
Things extraordinary in Value, are not 
thick ſown : Neither was the World: ever in 
ſo happy a Condition, as that the Beſt * 
Practices, ſhould be foHow'd by the Mo7. 
2dly. As the Stoicks made the leaſt Body 
in the Field, fo ſeveral of them changed 
their fide, and went over to other Parties, 


particularly to the Epicureans, whereas on 


the contrary very few Deſerted to them. 
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This Objection ſuppoſing the Fast true, 
has as little weight in't as the former. 
When an Argument proves too much tis 
Ike a Gun over. chatg d, and recoils open 
him that ſhoots in't. 


* I remember-Califlo ** thr . 


var. l. 3. c. 32. 


8Strumpet had the Impudence to tell Socra- 
© tet, that her Profeſſion was better than his; 

© there was more Force and Perſuafion in e 
* the faid, for tas more than die could db 
*rodraw off any of her Gueſts . But 'twas 

in ber Power to — his School, and leave 
© hint-littte more than the Walls to talk to 
„when ſhe had a mind to't, Sverates repli- 
edd all that might very well be : For Philoſophy 
wit like por ng rhe Hill, and went ſome- 
bas age the Grain: Whereas: Lewdmeſt, 
was rolling downwards, and the Motion might 
ſeem auß at preſexr, tho '2 Man btoke his 
Bones at the Bottom. Pleaſure lies upon 
a Deſcent, but the way to Vrrue has a con- 
trary Situation: And ſince the Biaſs of 
Mankind leans towards Vice; Tis no won 
der to find People revolt from! Diſcipline, 
and go over to the looſeſt Do#rines. D 


Zut farther tis alledged, that a; great 


aba diſpared ftron ; len their N6- 
yet Hved quite couũter to what they 

r= They had the Name and the 
5 bur nothing of Fans of 

C 4 their 


vv ho ſtood firm to the Stotcal Phils 


a * 
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their Diſtinction Their Tongues were not 
all of a piece. They talk'd like People of 

their own SeF, but taſted like Epicureanr. 
For this Inconſiſtency of Practice and Pre- 

75 audi. lention, they are handſomely laſd by 
one, & alid. Lucian and ſeveral others 
Now this Charge has nothing new in't, 
neither does it: bear particularly againſt the 
Stoichc. For among all ſorts of Perſuaſions, 

we may meet with enough that are meer 

6 Laer l. Inſtruments and Organs: in their Buſineſs, 
„7. Jike Viol and Trumpet tley entertain the Com- 
ary; but not themſelnes'; they make: Muſick, 

but they- don't bear it.: The Staickt were 

not the nly People in the World, that had 

their Tongues tipt with Philoſophy; and 

not one jot ef Good: in them beſide; Even 

in the firſt, Fer vours of Chriſtianity, the 
Apoſtles complained there were ſame who 
37 rin. raid One thing, and did another. Ae % pris | 
Need to know God, but :inWorks they Aetried 
zen . , Him, wb had: a Form of Godlineſr, but 
39 qude v. a denied the Power thereof. Who turmed''* the 

Grace of God into Laſervionſneſs + Who made 
bebe Ep. ®* uſe of their. Liberty for aGloak of Malacionſ- 
41 ver. Ep. 1e; who *' promiſed others Liberty, und 
ns were thenrſelues the Serwants of Corruptaance 
Nowy 'twould be very unreaſonable; torhake 
a Judgment of the Chriſtian Religion from 

the Misbehaviour of ſuch Men. Such Men 
I fay, as would have been a * 
12 | f - mUuiC 


1 
Ys 
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much lower Inſt:#ution ; And, as our Em- 
perour ** ſpeaks, were rather "Ulcers, thanzz . 
Members of a Ka. Crates the Phil6- 63 . 


ſopher uſed to ſay, that a Good Pomegranate, 
was ſeldom without a rotten Reel; And 


Varro is much to the ſame Purpoſe, here 


he ſays, that it muſt be ** 4 rare Field of « warn 


Corn that has not a blaſted Ear in t. Nay, 


even in our * Lord's Husbandry the Tares 45 2 15. 


=_ up with the reſt of the Crop, and. 


7 doe of all the Grain by the Quali- 
— ebe We 


eds,' would be- a very undiſtin- 


guichin, Concluſion. 


-21Atid laſtly, Whereas tis objected, chat 
the) ee part even of the moſt Eminent 
Seck have not exactly come up to 

. Precepts; But in ſome Inſtances 
at leaſt, have fallen ſhort of that Rule they 
took the Liberty to make themſelves. | , 
In anſwer to this, I defire to know whe- 
ther thoſe who are Chriſtians in earneſt 


dot ſometimes warp in their Practice, and 


ſtuft now and then from the | I»ſtitution 2 
Thoſe who in St. Paul's Language were Pil- 
Tars of the ** Church, and in the moſt figni- ,; Ga. «s. 
fiednt:Senſe too, have without Exception 
declar d, that * in mun y things'we offend al. * 
And St. John aſſures 4 that if we ** ſay we 43 Job. Ep. 
Ive no ſin, we deceive our ſelves, 4 2 _— 
Truth is not in . Even the Apoſtles them- 
ſelyes who had the Benefit of our Saviour's 


260 [? in. 


* 
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Inſtruction and Example, were not withont 
49611217: their ** Failings. And therefore tis the leſs 
! wonder to find the higheſt Pretenders a- 
mong the-Heathens, to forget themſelves 
a little, and fleep over their Philoſophy. The 
Oracle never deliver'd a greater Truth than 
that of Mſebylus, where he tells us that 


” 2.476 N 5 44 Wy IO | Kur. 
o Stobs fo - = by * N bd | 
on I ] Thewiſeſt living an t without their Emes. 
1. As for the Stoicbt, they! ne er pretend- 
ed themſelves big enough for their Specu- 
lations, or that their Lipes were an; tract 
Counterpart of what they gaugbt. Tis true, 
they made a Beautiful Scheme, and ſet the 
Ra high; But this was chiefly to put 
People upon doing their Beſt, to awaken 
Induſtry and encourage Imitation. 
And yet after all, the Stoical Philoſophy 
has produced great Examples of Virtue in 
ſeyeral Ages. Some of this Perſunſion have 
ſeen remarkably conſiſtent with their Do- 
ctrines, and held out tothe length of their 
Principles : And that not only by Fig, and 
broken Iritervals, but by. a conſtant and 
uninterrupted. Regularity. Amongſt theſe 
we ſhall mention Zeno firſt,” in Honour of 
whoſe Memory there was an Extraordina- 


Ty. Vote paſt. by the Senate of Aibens, vid. 


% * 
1 *3 vity + 
1 . 2% L\ \ * \ LEY 


Oo * 
91. A 
* * i 7 , 19 7 % 7 » . "7 > x L : 
1 1 


, 7 * 1. 1 * i * 
k * a+ 7 * 17 7 9 2 ud . 
4 9 8 8 4 * 11 4 7 14 A ? * 1 £3V ** 
"4 3 SE» I * 141 2d. 9 » Wha * 
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I That in! Confideratior? of the great z. 2. 
© Merit of Zens Virtue, the Conſiſtency 

of his Precsft and Practice, and the nobfe 
Example he ſet the World, Th Horſe Has 

* thought fit to order hit à Statue of Braſs, 

£ with a Golden Crown n the Head on't; 

i tod erett him a Tomb at the Publick 

* Charge, ornamented with two Pillars, 

« with the Life ip rios of this Fore upon each 

of them. n 2 
Denso the C 


De⸗ hief of this Clay, had ſeveral 
eminent Difeipkes who in their reſpective 
Times were remarkable Inſtinces of Virtue, 
in all the parts of a Good Life; and here 
waving thofe who were Philoſophers by 
Profeſtion ; 1 ſhall mention ſome of great 
Quality; and Figure; As Cato Utricenſes, 
Thraſeas Potis, Heloidiis Priſcut, and more 
eſpecially out Emperour Marcus Antoninus, 
who is the occaſion of the preſent Di- 
ſcourſe. SONS 25 193 
From the Philoſophy of the Storcks,” let 
us proceed to thoſe Authors that deliver d 
it, and by whom the Sybjeck is treated at 
large. Amongſt- theſe Zeno, and Chryſippus 8 
were the moſt conſiderable. The firſt was 53 Cizer: de | 
Founder of the Sec, and is (tiled the Prince, 


% 
#4 Father of the Stoicks, by © Tully, ** Stra- — 
bo, and Galen. The other was a very ſuc- 1 e de 
ceſsful Champion, and added a great deal Dogma. 
of Strength, and Defence to the firſt Pla: pithn. f. 


In-<* 


66— 2 
- ww. + * 
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Inſomuch that it was commonly ſaid; That 

üb. Zeno / Cloyſter ** muſt have tumbled, had it 
not been Buttreſs'd up by Chryſippus. Both 

705 Philoſophers were very Voluminous 

riters ; Chryſippas is ſaid to have left no 


57 La. leſs, then ſeven, hundred and five Tad: 


behind him; But neither of them have had 
the good luck to ſtand. the ſhock of Time; 
nor indeed have we ſo much as any one 
Volume of the fir ſet of theſe Sages, come 

to our Hands. There are\only ſome Fra 
ments of them remaining in Platareh, Go 
58 Plur. in len, Laertius, and Tuly.: The firſt is al- 
— ways, and the; ſecond . for the moſt part, 
commn their. Enemy; The third is but a bere 


Paradox. Reporter, and the laſt- 5 Diſputes the Que- 


$9 Galen in 


d de Dog tion on both ſides. 'Tis true, we had a 


Sn . N. little better Fortune aſterwards: The Works 
ron. re, Of ſome later Philoſophers of this Perſuaſt- 
lb.7- „ o have reach'd ns; And thoſe are, 1 


Acad. ru Epicketus, and our Emperour. 0 
dr deu. Of theſe three, Seneca is the firſt inTiine, 


Han but in my Opinion, the leaſt in Value, and 


Merit: Tis granted, he has a great many 
| 6: Ong. .** ſhining Sentences, his Precepts are admi- 
ang rable, his Manner Noble, and his way of 

. Arguing very Acute in many Places: In- 
deed he deſerves to be read by the moſt ſe- 
ious Profeſſions as well as others; but then 
this ought to be done with ſomewhat.of 


ue * Caution. For to be free with 
_ 


— I oo ou oY ͤQCÄ—— om . 
- * * 


8 


1 a 3#rt tr „ e 0 und fad 1 
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Iy: Calls him 2 Mar of an AbjeF, and és ad. Ln 
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him, he is not Uniform, and all of a Piece. 
I don't mean his Life, tho Dion Caſſius 
taxes him upon this Score, as if he wrote : 
one way, and lived another. No, *tis his 5; Dir. 
Books that I ſpeak to; And here, how ful-*iphil 
ſomely does he flouriſh upon that heavy 
Emperor Claud3an : And to paſs his Flat-6 i con- 
tery the better, makes his Compliment to ob. 
that ſcandalous Tool of a CourtierPolybizs ? 
But theſe good Words, were all given while 
Claudius was living; for when the Empe- 
rour was once dead, he palts his Memory 
to ſome purpoſe ; and falls upon him ,, 1A 
with all the Violence of Satyr imaginable. z>xwr 
To go on: How does he contradict himſelf 
about the State of the Soul after Death ? 
One while, he makes her ſhoot the Gulph, 
and .** mount the Skies, without the leaſt 66 Ad. La- 
Damage: at another time ſhe is little bet- 4 lb. 
ter with him than a Wax Candle: For ne. 
when the Matter is once ſpent, the Vital iel ab. 
Flame finks in the Socket, and all the pre- a 24. Lu 
tended Immortality is over. Sometimes jhe 
bears hard upon Epicurus, cenſures his Wri- 
tings, and laſhes him for his Liberty ſevere- 


— 


Scandalous Temper, perfetly ridden by his - 200 
Appetite, fitter 2 7 224.4 4 Philoſo- , 5p. mn; 
pher, and that his School“ taught nothing but 5 bp. . 
Luxury and Pleaſure. But bis angry Hu- 
mour does not laſt always: For upon _ 
Ia ther 


EI * — 
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ther occaſion, (it may be to curry Favour 

with his Friend Lucilius, who was an ad- 

mirer of this Se; ) he comes round again, 

and not only excuſes Epicurus, wipes out 

2 i his Infamy, ” and Blanches his Reputa- 
2 De vu. tion; but likewiſe gives him a great Cha- 
ez rater, ſays bis Principles are Remarkable 
73 wid. for“ Juſtice and Piety, and if you examine 
them nicely, for Mortificetzon too. And 
laſtly, he is ſometimes guilty of the ſame 
Trifling, which he finds fault with in Ze- 

74 Qin 29 and Chryſippus. He is” Gay ſometimes 
10.c.1. When he ſhould be Solemn, and Flouriſhes 
Fock. Aae When he ſhould ſtrike home. He makes a 
12.62.” Paſs with a Pin, and rather pricks a Sub- 
far. ad Se. ject than pierces it. He gives you ſometimes 
a turn of Fancy, inſtead of Solid Proof ; 

His Notions are now and then ſo ſupertine, 

that the leaſt Reſiſtance turns the Edge of 

them. They have generally a Point, but 


no Weight of Body for Execution. This 


may be looked on as an Exceſs of clear Deal- 
ing; but I am not the firſt that have taken 
this Freedom with Seneca; ſeveral Great 


Men have paſs'd the ſame Judgment upon 


him long fince. However I deſire not to 
be underſtood as if I had a mind to de · 
tract from the Worth, ar diſcourage the 
Reading of this Philoſopher, who was re- 


ally a Perſon of an extraordinary Genius 


and has always had Men of denſe and Lear- 


2 —— — -r r a "I 1 FY - 4 
2 2 85 
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ning to admire him. My meaning is only 
to ſhew, that this Roman failed a little in 
the Points of Gravity and Fortitude, ſo 
peculiar to the Stoicks : And that EpiFetus, 
and Marcus Antoninus out-did him, both in 
their Pens and their Practice. Theſe two 
Perſons, tho in contrary Stations, and in 
the Remoteſt Diſtance of Circumſtances 
imaginable : The one being a poor S/ave, 
and the other the greateſt Monarch in the 
Vniverſe. Theſe two Perſons, I ſay, have 
ſhew'd the Force of the Stoical Philoſophy 
and how ſtrongly it Operates under all Di- 
verſities of Condition; And that not only 
by a Comprehenſive Body of Refined Mo- 
rality in their Writings, but alſo by an Il- 


the Nobleneſs of the Precepts delivered. 
Thus far I have Tranſlated he Learned 
Gataker, who proceeds in his Prolegomena, 
to draw a Parallel between the DoFrines o 
our Bleſſed Saviour, and thoſe of Marcus Anto- 
ninus in many conſiderable Inſtances, inſomuch 
that one won d imagine the Emperor had Tran- 
ſcribed part of þ 
Evangel \ : But this I ſhall rather leave to 
the Reader's ColleFion, than preſent him with 
that before-hand, which tis likely he may with 
more Satisfation diſcover for himſelf. The 
reſt of Gataker's IntroduFive Diſcourſe is 
foreign to our Purpoſe, and therefore I ſhall go 
on with it no farther. THE 


is Philoſophy from the four 


luſtrious Example every way agreeable to 
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Tranſlated gm the French Original 

of Monſicur Dacier, and ſupport: 
cd by the Authorities Collected 
by Dr. Stanhope: | 


| A ter the Death of Julius Ceſar, the 
1 


Roman Empire fell under the moſt 
ifferent Adminiſtrations imaginable: The 
Famous Triumvirate, together with the 
Reigns of Caligula, Nero, and Domitian, ſat 
heavy upon the People, and made them 
ſenfible # the moſt Tyrannical Exerciſes 
of Power: The Emperours Auguſtus, Veſ- 
paſtan, Trajan, Adrian, and Antoninus Pius, 
were quite of another Temper, and made 
theGovernment remarkable for Juſtice and 
Clemency. At that time of Day thoſe Prin- 
ces were look'd on as 5 in 11d | 
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kind, and to have been perfe& Examples - 
of Virtue, and Vice. But God, who ſends 
Governours according as he intends to pro- 
ſper or puniſh a Nation, was pleas'd to 
make it apparent, that the good Qualities 
of the firſt Cæſars were but faint Reſem- 
blances of thoſe in Marcus Aurelius. In 
earneſt, we may venture to ſay that Pro- 
vidence proportion d the Conduct of this 
Prince, to the Calamities of his Reign, The 
Times were never ſo Tempeſtuous, nor the 
State ſo Diſtreſs'd before: So that Human- 
ly ſpeaking, nothing leſs than ſuch a Per- 
fon at the Helm, could have preſerv'd it. 
If the Reader expects a Hiſtory of Court In- 
trigues, and Politick Maxims, hel be diſ- 
appointed: For Iam now to write the Life 
of a Royal Philoſopher ; that is of an Em- 
perour who was made up of Truth, Ho- 
neſty, and Religion, and who ſcorn'd'to 
be govern d by any other Rule, than that 
of Reaſon and Juſtice. | 
The Family of Marcus Aurelius was one 
of the moſt Noble and Illuſtrious jp all ra- 
* jul.Capit. Iy, * By his Father Annius Verut, he was. 
1A re deſcended from Numa, King, and Succeſſor 
to Romulus. His Great Grandfather was 
Narute of « Pretor and Senator, and his Grandfather: 
ae, bat thrice Conſul and Governour of Rome. His 
cen born n Father died in his Prætorſbip and left Iſſue 
bene. Auna Corniſicia; and Annius Verus, who is 
f | 95 1 4; the 
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the ſame with oor Marcur Aurelia; his 
Aunt, of Father 's Siſter, Anna Galeria Fau- 
Rina; as married to the Emperour An- 
—_ ius. So much for his Father's Fa- 
| : His Mother Dowitia Calvilla Lncil- 
15 was extracted from Malennius, à Prince 
of the Silentines's dhe was Daughter to - The Ter: 
Calvi ſfas Tullur, who'had been twice Con- ad % 5: 
ſul, and Grand-daughter to Catilius See- Af 
rus who had likewife been twice Conſul and 
Governour of Nome. 
Marcus Aurelins wis boyd at Mount Celi- 
10, the 25th of April, in the Second Con- + an. pow: 
ſuiſhip of his Mother's Grandfather, and” = 
from him had the Name of Catilius Sevierws. 
Afterwardsthe Emperour Adrian call d him 
Annias Veriſſi mut, in alluſion to his Diſpo- 
ſition; and the remarkable regard he ſo 
early leo ver d for Honeſty, and Truth. 
But after his Minority was ſomewhat | os 
worn off, and he was admitted to put on 
a Mans Habit, * He took the Name of his. 7.2: 
Family, and was call'd Anivic4 Verus, till 
he was Adopted by the Emperour Antoni- 
#ns Pius, and tranſplanted into the Fami- 
ly of the Aurelii, from which time he was 
known by the Name of Marcus Aurel ius. 
Being very young when his Father died. 
he was remov'd to his Grandfather; Who 
took ſuch care of his Education; that as. 
ſoon as he was Age re out of 
| ene 
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the Nurſery, he put him into the Hands of 
a Governour of great Merit and Integrity; 
and procur d him the beſt Maſters for all 
the Improvements of Youth.  -Euphorion 
taught him to Read, and Geminne a Player 
to pronounce Gracefully. And Andro was 


pitch d upon to inſtruct him in Mufick, and 
Mathematicks. He learned Grammar for 


the Greek Tongue of Alexander, and for 
the Latin of Troſſus Aper, Pollio, and Euti- 
chins Proclus. His Greek Rhetorick Maſters, 
were Annins Marcus, Caninius Celer, and He- 
rode ; and Cornelius Fronto did him the 
ſame Service in Latin. But being of an ele- 
vated and noble Genius, and having a Paſ- 
ſion for nothing but Reality and Truth, he 


ſpent not much time in theſe Studies; but 


paſs d on to a more fignificant and neceſſa- 
ry part of Learning, and applied himſelf 


wholly to the Sroick Philoſophy. For this 


purpoſe he entertain'd Sextus 22 
Plutarch's Granſon, Junius Ruſticus, Claudius 
Maximus, and Cinna Catulus, who were the 
moſt Eminent Stoicłs of that Age. He like- 
wiſe had the Aſſiſtance of Claudius Severut, 
a great Peripatetick Philoſopher. 

He always paid a great Regard to his 


Preceptors, as being fully ſenſible of the Ad- 
vantages of Education, and of the Value of 
that Pains which had been taken with him. 
This acknowledging Temper work d fo — 
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that he erected Statues for Fronto, and 
Ruſticusʒ which Ruſticus, and Proculus, an- 
other of his Maſters, He rais'd to the Con- 


ſulſhip: * And the latter having no great FH, | 


— — 


eſt Poſt in 
Fortune, he furniſh'd him with Mony to «Govern 


live up to the Grandeur of hisOffice : + And + capirl. 


as for _ he always did him'the Ho- 
nour to Salute him before the Captain of 
the Guard. But this was not all. For be- 


ing convinced, that Money and Preferment, 
were no ſufficient Return for Senſe and 


Principles, which latter Advantages being 
either the firſt Growth, or at leaſt the Im- 
provements of Iſtructiom ; he was willing 


to let the World know how much he was 
indebted to the Care of theſe Great Men: 
he ſatisfying of this Obligation was the 
Principal Motive which put him upon 
Writing his admirable Meditations. An ex- 


traordinary piece of Gratitude This; which 
as 'twas an Original in him, ſo no body 
fince has had the Ingenuity to Copy after 
it. When People have any good Qualities, 


they are apt to thank themfelves for the 


getting them. To impute their Virtue to 
the Aſſiſtance of another, is the way, they 
fancy to tarniſh the Luſtre, and loſe the 
Credit ont. But Marcus Aurel ius was al- 


ways a declar d Enemy to this fort of Self? 
Love: This Impartiality of Temper made 


his Acknowledgments run high, and treat 
ek D 3 ig 
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his Maſters almoſt with the ſame Reſpeck 


he did his Deities, For after their Death he 
erected themStatues of Gold among his Do- 
meſticꝶ Gods, made frequent Viſits to their 


Tombs, and there hongur'd them with the 


*The fe. Solemnity of Sacrifices and Flowers.“ 


mans us d to 


firew the And fince the Advantages of Philoſophy 
thoſe they cOnſiſt in Practice; it muſt be confeſs'd that 
820 > to perfect the Character of a good Prince, 
wimalons He ſhould not be unacquainted with the 
Meaſures of Juſtice, which are ſo ſervice- 
able to the Publick Intereſt : Marcus Au- 

relius took care not to neglect ſo fignificant 

. part of Knowledge, he took confiderable 

pains in the ſtudy of the Law, in which he 

was inſtructed by L. Voluſius Mecianus, the 

+ Capicol. . moſt able Lawyer of his Time. f 
Mar.cncm, He was a Favourite of Adriaus from 
0:45 his very Infancy, who loved to have him 


always at his Court, this Emperour preſent- 


i Capirol. Charge, {| when he was but ſix Years old; 


This Equus 


r an Honour which had never been fo early 


Kngh- beſtow'd upon any one before. 

„ And it being the Cuſtom among the Ro. 
mans for young Perſons of Quality to paſs 
through the Prieſthood, in order to quali- 
fy themſelves for State- Employment, he 

Was admitted one of the Salii, that is a 
| ?capivel. Prieſt of Marc. And in this Buſineſs he 
wass fo far from behaving himſelf as other 

8 fs „ (F odoicg ace young 


ed him with a Horſe upon the Publick 


| 
q. 
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| young People do, in an Office, Which they 


look upon only as a Title, and Qualificati- 
on for ſome other more conſiderable Pro- 
motion; No, he petform'd all the parts of 
the Function with that Conſtancy and Ex- 
actneſs, as if this Poſt had been the utmoſt 
of his Ambition. This Application made 
him Maſter of the Mfc, and Head of the 
Order, ſo that during his being there, all 
thoſe who were either entred into this So- 
ciety or diſmiſs'd it, were always admitted, 
or diſcharg'd by him. And at theſe So- 
lemnities there was no need of a Prompter 
to aſſiſt him, for he had all the Holy Forms, 
and Ceremonies by heart. And thus he 
practiſed betimes one of his own Maxims, 


To do every thing according to the Rules of 


Art, and with the utmoſt Improvement, 'Twas 
in this Society that he recetv'd the firſt Pre. 
ſages of his coming to the Throne: For the 
Prieſts according to Cuſtom throwing Gar- 
lands of Flowers upon Mars's Statue, laid 


upon a Couch of State, that which was 


rown by Marcus Aurelius fell as exactly 
upon the Head of this pretended Deity, as 
it had been put on by a Man's Hand 3 


Now the Crowning of this Statue was the 
_ peculiar Privilege of the Emperour, 


At fifteen- Years of Age he put on his 


Man's Habit, and by Adriar's Order had ro, 
the Daughter of 25 Ceionins Commoduns con- ili. 


D 4 trated 
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+ Feriz La- 
tinz Inſtitu; 


ted by Tar- 
in th 


guin the 

Proud, upon 
a Confede- 

racy entred 


into with 


the Latins, 


&c. Dion. 
Halic. lib. 4. 


Capitol. 


* Id. 


tracted to him. Not long after he was truſt- 


ed with the Government of Rome, during 
the Abſence of the Conſuls, who went to 
Mount Alba to keep the Latin- Holydas 3 
F In this Poſt of Authority he behaved 
himſelf with the Gravity of an Old Magi- 
ſtrates And repreſented the Emperour with 
great Dignity, and Prudence. || 

His Sitter Auna Cornificia was married to 
Numidins Quadratus; and that her Husband 
might not upbraid this Lady with want of 
Fortune, he gave her all his Paternal E- 
ſtate ; And alſo gave his Mother the Li- 
berty of adding what part of her own Set- 
tlement ſhe pleas'd, * | 

He was not without ſome Fancy for the 


Pencil, and for this Study Diognetus was 
his Maſter, a Perſon eminent both for Paint- 


1 Id. 


ing, and Philoſophy. F 


Hie loved Wreſtling, Foot · Races, Tennis, 


. 
— 
« 


and Hunting, I not ſo much for the ſake of 


the Diverſion, as becauſe he look d upon 
them as a ſort of innocent Preſervatives of 
Health. Nay he went ſomewhat farther, 
and was of Socrates and Ariſtippus's Opini- 


on, that the Exerciſe of the Limbs was not 
unſerviceable to Virtue it ſelf. Before his 
Conſtitution was weaken'd with Fatiguing 
and oonſtant Buſineſs he uſed Hunting, an 

would freguently ride ſingly at the biggeſt 
Wild Boars, and attack them with great 
* „% n. „„ ee Dexte» 
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Dexterity and Courage. But his Paſſion * bio. 

for Philoſophy, got the Aſcendant, and 

made him cool in other Diverſions. This 

Paſſion ſeiz d him ſo ſtrongly in his very 

Infancy, that when he was but twelve 

Years Old, he put on the Habit of the 

Stoick Philoſophers, + practis d their Au- + capicl. 

ſterities, and lay upon the Ground with 

nothing but hisCloak under him. And his 

Mother had all the Difficulty imaginable, 

to perſuade him to lie upon a boarded Bed, 

tho' it had nothing but a few Skins thrown 

over it. Nature ſeem'd to have made him 

on purpoſe to reſtore and encourage that 

Philoſophy, which had always been moſt 

firm to the Intereſt of Virtue. For even in 

his Childhood the Equality and Gravity of 

his Temper was ſuch, that neither Pleaſure 

nor Uneaſineſs could ever make him fo 

much as change Countenance. But then i. 

this Gravity having no mixture of Moroſe- 

neſs, was not at all troubleſome to his 

Friends, nor to thoſe who had Buſineſs 

with him : To do him Juſtice ; his good 

- Qualities ne'er run ont into Exceſs ; his Pru- 
dence in Converſation was without Pride, - 

and his Complaiſance without Meanneſs. 
Adrian having loſt Ceionius Commodus, 

+ whom he had Adopted for the Empire, + capirot. 

and being in queſt of one to ſupply his Ann, 
Place, Mercur Aurelius came into his _ | 

| * * 9 he 
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but finding him too Young, for then he was Fc 
ſcarcely Eighteen, the Emperour adopted | 
Antoninus Pius, but with this Proviſo, that 
he ſhould adopt Marcus Aurelius, and L. 
Verus, Son of Commodus lately deceas d. And 
thus Marcus Aurelius was Adopted at Eig. 
An. pom. teen Years old. The Night before this 
139 Honour, he dream'd his Hands and Shoul- 
; ders were made of Ivory; and upon trial 
3 whether they would bear any great Bur- 
then, he found them much ſtronger than 
formerly. : 
The News of his being Adopted did but 
diſturb him; And when his Domeſticks 
ask'd him how he could receive an Honour 
. * of that Bulk, with ſuch an Air of Diflatis- 
faction; He made them a long Diſcourſe 
concerning the Misfortunes which perpetu- 
ally attend a Royal Station. 

Some few Days after his Adoption, 4. 
| — Spain» drian went into the Senate, || and moved 
[that his want of Age for the Office of Que- 
| ſtor might be diſpens'd with; This was the 
laſt Favour he receiv'd of this Emperour, 
who died ſoon after at Baie. Marcus Au- 
relins made him a Magnificent Funeral ; 
And brought the Gladiators into the-Amphi- 
theaters to fight in honour of the Deceas d. 

After Adrians Death, Antoninus Pins 


broke the Contract which Marcus Aurelius , 
j Obedience $9: the" r eee Bad 
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made with the Daughter of Lucius Commo- 
dus, and offer d him his own Daughter 
Fauſtina, precontracted to Verns ; But Verus 
being too young to be Married, the Empe- 
rour made Choice of Marcus Aurelius, 
whom after his having been Queſtor he pre- 
ferr'd to the Conſulſhip, tho the Laws were 
ſomewhat ſtrain'd in his Favour: He like- 


wiſe gave him the Title of Ceſar, * made “An. Dom; 
him Colonel of one of the fix Companies 


of Knights, and was preſent at the Shews 
furniſh'd out by Marcus and his Fellow- 
Officers. He forc'd all the Honourable Di. 
ſtinctions of a Prince upon him, and by an 
Order of the Senate had him admitted into 
the College of the High - Prieſts. | 
Marcus Aurelius being conſtrain'd in his 
Genius, and rather burthen'd than pleas'd 
with his Promotion ; was oblig'd to be 
conſtantly at the Council Board, to qualify 
himſelf for the Functions of Government 
bat all this forcing did but increaſe his In- 
clination for Philoſophy, in which he ſpent 
all the time he could ſpare out of Publick 
Buſineſs : This Paſſion of his for the ſtudy 
of Wiſdow, was not a little promoted by 
the Emperour Antoninus Pius: Who befides 
the engaging him farther by his own Ex- 
ample, ſent for the famous Apollonius of 
Chalcis from Athens ; now the Converfati- 
on of this Stoicꝶ Philoſopher was not un- 
ee 
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ſerviceable to the young Prince, And here 
T can't omit the relating a Paſſage, the odd- 
neſs of which will help us to underſtand 


the Temper both of the Philoſopher, and 


the Emperour. As ſoon as Apollonins was 
arriv'd at Rome, Antoninus Pius (ent him 
Word, That he might come to Court as ſoon as 
he pleas'd, and his Scholar ſhould be put into 


: Capitol in his Hands, * To this Meſſage the Philoſo- 


pher reply'd ; That 'twas the Scholar's _ 
21eſs to wait upon his Maſter, and not the Ma- 
ſters to run after the Scholar. This Anſwer 
being carried to the Emperour, he only 
ſmil'd at it, and ſaid, That Apollonins, he 
perceiv'd, found leſs trouble in his Journey 


from Athens to Rome, than in walking from 


his Inn to the Palace; This was all the No- 
tice he took of Apollonins's Freak, and ſent 
Marcus Aurelius to his Lodgings. 


About this time the young Prince loſt 


his Governour. The Death of this Perſon 
touched him ſo ſenſibly, that he forgot his 
uſual Fortitude, and ſhed Tears upon the 


Occaſion. And when ſome of the Court 


rallied upon him, as if he had given way 
to an Inconſiſtency, the Emperour replied, 
Pray give him leave to be a Man, Nature will 
have its Courſe in ſome meaſure; in ſpight both 
of Empire, and Philoſophy. © 

He married Fauſtina two Years after his 
ond Confulſhip, * This Princeſs was an 

fy 1 kxtig: 
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extraordinary Beauty, but of too airy a 
Temper to be any great Bleſſing to her 
Husband; ſhe was for living by her Mo- 
thers Example, and getting Beaux to ad- 

mire her Perſon: As for the Charms of 
Marcus Aurelius, (he underſtood nothing 

of them, nor had any Reliſh for ſo much 
Wiſdom and Regularity. He had a Daugh- 

ter by her the firſt Year after he was mar- 

ried, at which time he had alſo the Tribu- 

nician and Proconſular Authority, which 

were commonly the ſole Prerogatives of 

the Imperial Crown. 

_ Tothis Dignity and Grandeur, the Senate 

added another extraordinary Privilege, 

firſt invented for Auguſtus, but much en- 
larged in the ſucceeding Reigns: By the 
Roman Law no AF could paſs in the Sexate 

unleſs the Conſul, who was the Principal 
Member, brought in the Bi. * For twas vid. bl. 
his Prerogative to make the firſt Propoſal pil. 

of the Matter. The Conſals relinquiſh'd 
this Right in favour of Auguſtus, and by 
a formal AZ empower'd him to make his 
Report, as they call'd it, every Day in the 
Senate; that is to move, or propoſe the 
paſſing what he had a mindto, every Day 
of their Sitting. | 
But when People have once begun to 
Flatter, and Complement away their Pri- 
vileges, tis a difficult Point to make a Hat 
and 
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+ Capitol. 


and keep within Bounds. Thus this Pri- 
vilege granted to Auguſtus of Moving for 
a new AF once a Day, wasafterwards im- 
prov'd to ſucceeding Emperours, and 
mounted to the Liberty of bringing in 
three, four or five diſtinct Bills in the ſame 
compaſs of Time; and Marcus Aurelius had 
it in the laſt, and largeſt Extent. Now this 
Prerogative carried ſuch a vaſt weight of 


Power along with it; that twas enough of 
it ſelf to make all the Seſſrons of the Senate 


inſignificant. TIER 

But as it happen'd this Authority was 
lodg'd in the beſt Hands imaginable. F For 
all the uſe Marcus Aurelius madè of it was 
only to maintain the Liberties, and pro- 
mote the Happineſs of the People. 

Farther; He never abus d the Intereſt he 
had with the Emperour, who prefer d none 
but thoſe of his Recommendation; for he 
was always very careful never to mention 
any but ſuch as were well qualified for 
their reſpective Employments. And here 
we may obſerve, that his Submiſſions to 


the Emperour always kept pace with the 


Growthof his own Authority: For he con- 
ſtantly paid his Imperial Majeſty the ſame 


| Regard as if himſelf had been no more than 


a private Perſon : Indeed his Affection to 
the Emperour ſeem'd daily to encreaſe up- 
on him, For during his three and twenty 
: | Tears 
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Years at Court he never left him, nor ſo 

much as lay abroad above two Nights. 
This cloſe Actendance, together with all 

the Marks of Tenderneſs and Regard, made 


ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion upon Antoninus 


Pius, that he would never liſten to the 
Suggeſtions of thoſe who endeavour'd to 
create a Jealouſy againſt Marcns Aurelius, 
and put him upon ſuſpeQing the Reality 
of his Affection. One day when he was 
walking in the Garden with one of his 
Courtiers, and ſeeing Lucilla, Marcus Aure- 
lius's Mother, on her Knees in a private 
Place before Apollo s Statue; the Gentleman 
whiſpers him in the Ear, what do you think, 
Sir, ſays he, that Lady is ſo earneſt in her De- 
votions for, | ſhe's begging Apollo, that your 
Majeſty may trip off, and that her Son may 


governin your Place. This Sentence, which 


had they had a Tyrant to deal with, might 
have been fatal both to Mother and Son, 
was diſregarded by the Emperonr, who 
was too well aſſur d of the Good-faith and 
Probity of Marens Aurelius, to believe any 
Report to his Diſadvantage. The good 
Underſtanding between theſe two Princes, 
continued without the leaſt coolneſs till the 


Lorium, and perceiving himſelf paſt hopes 
of Recovery ; order'd his Captains of the 


Guards, Principal Officers, and thoſe he 


could 


Death of Antoninus; who falling ſick at 
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could conſide in, to be brought into his 


capie. Bed- chamber, * And before this Company 


he confirm'd the Adoption of Marcus Au- 
relins, naming him for his ſole Succeſſor, 
without any mention of Verus: And the 
Commander in Chief coming to receive 
Orders, he gave him Equanimity for the 
Mord; letting them - underſtand, that by 
leaving ſuch a Succeſſor,” they had all they 
could reaſonably wiſh for. Immediately 
after this, he order'd the Golden Fortune 
to be carried into Marcus Aurelius s Apart- 
ment: Now this Statue was look d on as 
an Omen of good Luck, and a kind of Pub- 
lick Security, and was always kept in the 
Emperour's Bed- chamber. t 
After the Death of this Prince the Se- 
nate prevaiPd with Marcus Aurelius to take 
* an. Don. the Government upon him. And here 
tho firſt Act of his Imperial Authority was 


to grant it to an Aſiſtant; for he made L- 


eius Verus his Partner, gave him the Tri- 
bunician Power, the Title of Emperonr, and 

an equal ſhare with himſelf in the Admi- 

+ capi. Niſtration. + This was the: firſt time Rome 
was ever govern'd by two Sovereigns. A 

fight extraordinary enough in any place, 

_ eſpecially in a Town where the Choice of 


a ſingle Prince, had often occafion'd ſo 


much Confuſion and Blood - hee. 
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Tue ſame day Marcus Aurelius took the 
Name of Antoninus, and gave it to his 
Colleague Verus, to whom he contracted 
his Daughter Lucia. || And as a mark of AS 
their Satisfaction in this Alliance and the in Netw. 
good Correſpondence between them; they 
ſettled a conſiderable Fund for the ſupport 
of thoſe who were lately Naturalis d, and 
at that time very numerous. The two Em- 
123 upon their going out of the Senate. 

ouſe, had the Guards drawn up before 
them, to whom they gave a Largeſs or 
Bounty of five hundred Crowns a Man, and 
proportionably to the Officers. This being 
done, they proceeded to the Funeral So- 
lemnity of their Father the late Emperour, 
whoſe Corps they carried to Adriar's 
Tomb, and lodg'd it there: They likewiſe 
mon a Vacation out of reſpe&'to the 

urning; and then according to Cuſtom 

went on to the Deißing Ceremony, which 
was perform'd in the manner following. S< bir 
In the Palace Porch, there was an Ivory cripion o 
Bed of State; made higher than ordinary, za 
with a Counterpane of Gold Tiſſue, and 
upon this they laid the Effigies of the de- 
ceaſed: Prince in Wax- work: On the left 
hand of his Bed, the Senators or Nobility 
fat all in Black.The Ladies of the firſt Qua- 
lity were placed on the right hand; they” - 
appear'd in a plain white Habit, without 
INT E any 
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any thing of Jewels, or Dreſſing. This 

part of the Ceremony laſted a Week, dur- 
ing which the Phyſicians paid their Atten- 
dance, treated the Efigies like a Patient, 
and always at their going away pretended 
the Diſeaſe gain d Ground, and that the 
Symptoms grew Mortal. At laſt when the 
Emperour's Death was publiſh'd, a certain 
number of young Noblemen and Gentle- 
men of the beſt Quality, took up the Bed 
and carried it upon their Shoulders thro' 
a Street-call'd the Via Sacra, into the Old 
Forum or Square, where the Magiſtracy 
uſed to reſign their Reſpective Employ- 
ments. Two ſides of this Square were 
Scaffolded : Upon one of which there was 


_ Choir of Youths, and on the other, one 


of young Ladies, and both Sexes of the beſt 


- Quality': Their Buſineſs was to ſing Hymns, 


and Funeral Poems in Honour of the dead, 
and that in the moſt Solemn, Affecting 


manner imaginable. - Theſe Dirges being 


over, the Nobility and Gentry above- 
mentioned, took up the Bed of State and 
carry'd it out of the City into the Campus 
Martius ; in the middle of which Field 
there was upon this occaſion a little woo- 
den Pyramid built ſeveral Stories high. 
The firſt Story was made like a little ſquare 
Chamber, fill'd with all ſort of combuſti- 
ble Matter, and ornamented on — 
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ty, and Gentry doing the ſame afterwards 
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fide with pieces of Gold Tiſſue, Ivory Sta- 
tues, and Paintings of the beſt kind: The 
ſecond Story being of the ſame Figure with 


the firſt, but a little leſs, was embelliſh'd 


in the ſame manner, only with the diffe- 
rence of being open on the four ſides of 
the Square. Above this there were ſeveral 
other Stories which leſſen'd by degrees, till 
the laſt grew narrow to a Point. The Bed, 
and Efhgies in Wax was placed in the ſe- 
cond Story ſtuffed with Perfumes of all 
ſorts, as Gums, Flowers, and Odoriferous 
Plants, the People both in City and Coun- 
try ſtriving to out-do each other in this 
laſt Reſpect to their Prince. This being 
done the Gentry march'd on Horſe-back 
round the Pyramid in good order; adju- 
ſting the Motions of their March to the 
Tuneof ſeveral Military Inſtruments which 
plaid to them; This ſort of Tournament 


was follow'd by Chariot-Racing managed 


by young People in Habits edg'd with 


Purple, and diſguis'd in Viſors, which re- 
preſented the Perſons of the moſt celebra- 
ted Generals, and Emperours of Raman 
Extraction. | 


This Cavalcade and Racing being over, 


thoſe who were to ſucceed to the Empire 


came up to the Funeral Pile, and ſet fire to 
it with Flambeaux; the Conſuls, Nobili- 


in 
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in their Order. And thus all being pre- 
ſently in a Flame, there was an Eagle 
privately let looſe from the top of the 
Pyramid; which immediately towring out 
of ſight, was ſuppoſed to carry the Empe- 
rour's Soul into Heaven; who from this 
time was reputed a God, and worſhip'd ac- 
cordingly. e 2 

After this Ceremony the two Emperours 


made each of them a Funeral Oration in 
Commendation of their Father, choſe him 


a high Prieſt out of his own Family; ſet 
up a Fraternity of Prieſts call'd Aurel ian: 


in Honour of him, and concluded the So- 
lemnity with playing of Prizes, or Com- 
bates. between the Gladiators. PETS 23 

The Dei ing of his Father was no ſoon- 
er over, but Antoninus was crouded with 
Addreſſes from the Heathen Prieſts, the 
Philoſophers, and Governours of Provin- 
ces, deſiring they might have the Liberty 
to revive the Perſecution againſt the Chri- 
ſtzans, who had been ſheltred from their 
Malice' during the Reigns of Adrian and 
Antoninus Pins, The Emperour who was 
no leſs an Enemy to Rigour than either of 
theſe Princes, and being inclinable beſides 
to govern by their Maxime, would by no 
means hearken to this unreaſonable Re- 
queſt : And to protect the Chriſtians from 
Violence in the remoter Provinces, he wrote 
| s to 
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to the ConKntion of Aſia, then ſitting at 
« Epheſus, this admirable Letter ſecured us 
by Euſebius. 

I'm well ſatisfied that the Practices of the 
Chriſtians are not conniv'd at by the Immor- 
tal Gods, and that they ll take care to puniſh 
thoſe that refuſe to worſhip them much deeper 
than you can. As for the. Perſecutions you 
raiſe againſt theſe People upon the ſcore of Re- 
ligion, it does but fortify. them the more in 
their Perſuaſian. And ſince they believe they 
loſe their Lives for their God, you may i ma- 
gine they'll rather wiſh for Death, and reckon 
it an Advantage, And thus they get the bet- 
ter of you upon the Experiment, chuſing ra- 
ther to dye, than ſubmit to your Orders, As 
to the Calamity of the late Earth-quakes, I 
think it not amiſs to put you in mind to com- 
pare your own Behaviour with theirs under 

Such Mzsfortunes as theſe. Now their Reli- 
ance upon their Gods riſes always in Proporti- 
on to their Danger; whereas your Courage pre» 
ſently ſinks.upon ſuch an occaſton : Indeed 
jon ſeems to behave your ſelves ignorantlj dur-. 
ing the whole courſe of the Afftict ion ; for you. 
not only negleF the reſt of the Gods, and over- 
look. that Immortal Being worſhip'd by the 
Chriſtians, but baniſh and perſecute thoſe Peo- 
ple to Death who ſerve and, adore him. Sever 
ral Governours of Provinces have formerly 
written about this Buſineſs jo the late Empe» 
etre 3 rour 
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rour our Father of Divine Memory + The An- 
ſwer they receiv'd was, that they ſhould give 
that Perſuaſion no trouble, unleſs they found 
them prattiſing againſt the State. Now I be- 
ing willing to follow my Father's Meaſures, 
and being ſolicited by ſeveral Informations 
about this matter, .my InflruFions were to the 
ſame purpoſe. And therefore if any one for 
the future ſhall Proſecute a Chriſtian meerly 
upon the Account of hu Religion, the Chriſti- 
an ſhall be diſcharg'd, and the Proſecutor pu- 
wiſh d. This Letter was publiſh'd in the 
Temple when'the Convention, of Common 
Council of Aſta was ſitting. | | 
This Order was obey'd, aud the Empire 
ſeem'd to be all over ſettled in Peace and 
Proſperity. Indeed the beginning of this 
Reign was ſo happy and undiſturb' d, that 
one would almoſt have thought the very 
Soul and Reaſon of Antonin Piis had 
been Transfus d into his Sneceſſorc. Which 


was the more to be wonder d àt, ſince in 
reality there was nothing more different 


thah the Temper and Inclination of theſe 
wy Diiges Hb Er 2g rn at 


Marcus Amtonivhs was fettled and cer- 
tain in his Humour, unpretendingly Grave, 
and not without a Mixture of Aﬀabilit 
ant Complalfance: He was both Merei 
aud 

than 


rous to himſelf; Deaf to the 
BE a. Charms 


3 and no leſs Indtilgent᷑ to others 
Rigo 
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Charms of Vanity, immovable in his En- 
terprizes, and Reſolutions, which were ne- 
ver fix'd and taken up without Mature De- 
liberation; being never ſwayed by Pafſi- 


on and Freak: He hated buſy Informers, 


was Religious without Affectation, un- 
tranſported and free from Eagerneſs upon 
all occafion; always under an Equality of 
Temper, alwaysMaſter of himſelf, and re- 


fign'd tothe Reafon of the Caſe; a perfect 


anger to Difguife and Diſſimulation, 


and always upon his Guard againſt the Ex- 
ceffes of Self- love; never uneaſy nor im- 


patient, very inclinable to pardon the 
greateſt Crimes againſt himſelf; but not 


to be prevail d on where Reaſons of State 


and Publick Intereſt required Severity. His 


Laws Had a Regard to the common Ad- 


vantage of all Ranks and Nations under 


his Government; neither could any Prince 
be more tender of the Property and Privi- 


feges of the Subjef. The Good of the 
Commonwealth was always his Rule to act 
by, from which he was neyer diverted by 
any Private Fancy, Intereſt, or Ambition 
of his own. To conclude, fince his De- 
ſigus were only to oblige Mankind, and 
Refigt to Pe 


t always ke wit in the compats of Ju- 
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ice and T 
wy E 4 Lucius, 


| dence, he never ſtrair'd his 
a ichs to the Prejudice of his Morals, 
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Lucius Verus had none of theſe good 
Qualities; his Inclinations were eager, un- 


ballaſted, and lewd; 'tis true, he could 


not be tax d with the Savage Fancies and 


Barbarities of ſome Tyrants, and that was 


the beſt of him. But this Contrariety of 
Temper did not appear in the firſt. Years 
of their Reign. The irreſiſtible Merits of 
Antoninus made ſome Impreſſion upon his 
Brother, inſomuch that the Motives either 
of Shame or Gratitude, gave check to his 
Humour, and kept him in Order, while 
they liv d together. Nay he pretended to 
Copy after this Prince, and imitate the 
Prudence of his Conduct: To give him his 
due, he manag d himſelf in every reſpeck 
as if Marcus Antoninus had been ſole Em- 
F For Verus treated him with the 


lame Reſpect, or if you pleaſe with the 


ſame Submiſſion which a Deputy-Gover- 
nour gives to a Proconſul, or a Governour 
of, a Province to the Emperour himſelf. 


But tis a difficult matter to keep Vice un- 


der any long Reſtraint. This ſorce ſerved 
only to heighten Deſire, and therefore 
Verus took care not to. loſe the firſt Oppor- 
tunity of throwing off the Diſguiſe, and 
ſhewing himſelf in his Natural Colours. 

Commodus was born at the latter end of 


this firſt Year of Antoninus Reign. The 


1 


Birth of this Prince, who proved a. ſcan- 
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dal to Human Nature, was uſher'd in with 

all the terrible Calamities imaginable. * Lamp: | 
The overflowing of the Tyber led the way: 
The Inundation of this River was ſo vio- 
N lent, that it over-turn'd a great part of 
| Rome, ſwept away abundance of Cattel, 
| ruin'd the Country round about, and occa- 

fion'd. an extraordinary Famine. + The t c, 
two Emperours ſtept in immediately to the 
Relief of the People, ſupplied the Neceſ- 
ſities of thoſe who had ſuffer'd, and re- 
pair'd the Damages with all the ſpeed that 
was. poſſible. After this Inundation there 
happen'd Earthquakes, great Fires in ſeve- 
ral Cities, and an univerſal Infection of 
the Air, which produced ſuch an infinite 
number of Inſects on the ſuddain; that 
what little Forage the Floods had left was 
deſtroy'd by this Plague : And at the ſame 
time the whole World ſeem'd-to- be up in 
Arms, and the Miſeries of War were juſt 
breaking in from every Quarter, The Par- 
thians headed by their King Vologeſes, ſur- 
prizd the Roman Troops in Armenia; and 
cut them in Pieces; from thence they 
marched into Syria, and forced the Gover- 
nour Artillius Cornelianus to quit the Coun- 
try: The Catti ravaged Germany, and the 
Country of the ' Gri/ons with Fire and 
Sword; and the. Britains were juſt upon 
the Verge of an Inſurrection. 


Calpurnius 
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Calpurnius Agricola was diſpatched a- 
gainſt the Revolt in Great Britain, Aufi- 
dius Vidorinus againſt the Catti, and the 

Parthian Expedition was reſerv'd for Veruos, 
* Capirol, Who left the Town ſome few days after. 
Marcus Antoninus being by the poſture |] _ 
of Affairs, obliged to ſtay at Rome, went 
with Verus as far as Capua, treated him with 
all the Regard imaginable, and gave him 
ſeveral of his Favotitites, and Principal 
Officers to attend him; which was done 
poſſibly to obſerve the Motions, and ſecure 
the Conducł of this Prince, or it may be, 
twas only to raiſe his Figure, and make 
his Court appear more Magnificent; or 
laſtly, which ſeems more probable, it 
might be defign'd as a Check upon his Ex. 
travagance; and to keep him from flying 
ont by the Authority of the Company. 
But all theſe Precautions ſignify'd nothing. 
For Verut, who was now quite tired wit! 
Diſſembling, was not at all over-aw'd by 
the grave Retinue which Antoninus had 
given him. As ſoon as this Emperour was 
out of fight, 'Verxs was reſolv'd to knock 
off the Shackles, for now he had neither 
Fear, nor Faticy to continue Reftrain'd an 
longer: Now he ſuffer d his Inclination 
to ſtrike out; forgot the Defeat pf the 
Roman Legions, took no notice that Syria 
was ready to Reyolt, but lztichd into Vice 
vi immediately, 
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immediately, and went all the Lengths of 
an Infamous Liberty; carrying his Debau- 
chery to ſuch an Exceſs, that it threw him 
into a dangerous fit of Sickneſs at Cæunſium. 
This News being brought to Rome, Anto- 
#inus, tho juſt come thither, ſet forward 
to viſit him. But before he began his 
Journey, he made Yows for his Brother's 
ecovery- in a full Houſe of the Senate; 
which upon his Return he very Religi- 
ouſly perform'd, after he underſtood that 
Verus was Embark'd. | 
This young Prince's Wildneſs recover'd 
with his Health, and his Sickneſs prov d no 
ſufficient Diſcipline to Reform him. He 
purſued his Debaucheries in his Voyage; 
and upon his Arrival in Syria, he made a 
halt at Daphne, part of the Suburbs of Au- 
tioch, and here he perfectly forgot himſelf 
to all the purpoſes of Virtue, and Sobriety. 
This place, by reaſon of the Temperature 
of the Climate, the Deliciouſneſs of 'the 
Gardens, Fotmtains, and Groves, invited 
the Men of Pleaſure thither, and was grown 
the very Seat, and Sink of Debauchery : 
Inſomuch that People of . Virtue and Re- 
putation, were almoſt aſham d to be ſeen 
there. Verns encreas'd the Scandal of this 
Daphne by ſuch Improvements in Lewdneſs, 
as were meer Diſcoveries to the Inhabi- 
tants, tho” otherwiſe the greateſt Libertines 
on the Face of the Earth. In 
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In the mean time this Emperour's Gene- 

rals fonght the Parthians with great Suc- 

* Capitol. ceſs. * Statins TD took Artaxata : 
An Dom. Caſſeus and Martins Verus routed Vologeſes, 
163, 154» made themſelves Maſters of Seleucia, ſack d 
and burnt Babylon, and Cteſiphon, and pull d 

down the Noble Palace of the Parthian 
Kings. Theſe Victorious Troops which 

had done ſuch brave Exploits, and beaten. 

an Army of five hundred thouſand Men, 

had a worſe Enemy to encounter at their 


* Dio. lid. Return, * and were halfof them deſtroy d 


by Sickneſs, and Famine. This Mortality 
lay ſo hard upon Caſſzus's Army, that by 
that time he had reach'd Syria he was able 
to muſter but a very few. However, theſe 
Misfortunes made no Impreſſion upon Ve- 
russ Vanity, who immediately took the 
Title of Conqueror of Armenia and Par- 
thia; as if he had fairly won all this Ho- 
nour by keeping out of the Field, and 
Debauching at a diſtanſGGQ. 0 
Marcus Antoninus, who pretended to 
know nothing of theſe Sallies, was of Opi- 
niom that Marriage was the moſt likely 
Expedient to Retrieve him: His Daughter 
therefore Lucilla contracted to VNrut, and 
one of the moſt Beautiful Ladies ſiving, was 
immediately put into the Hands of Auto : 


winus's Siſter, in order to embarł for Syria, 
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far as Brunduſium. Tis ſaid he once de- 
ſign'd to go along with her to Verut, but 
chang'd his Reſolution upon a Report be- C 
ing ſpread, that the meaning of this Pro- 
Petz into Syria was only to get the Honour 
or himſelf, of putting an end to the Par- 
thian War. He ſtaid at Brunduſium till the 
Princeſs was embark d, and wrote to the 
Proconſuls, and Governours of Provinces, 
not to meet, nor attend her upon her Jour- 
ney, telling them that the uſual Cavalcades 
and Solemnities upon ſuch Occaſions, ſerv'd 
only to crowd the People to Death. 
| Verus, who expected Marcus Antoninus Cwyiol. in 
would come through, and make him a 
Viſit, and being afraid he ſhould hear of 
his Diſorders, left Daphne, and went to meet 
his Brother Emperor at Epheſus, from 
whence he departed ſome few Days after 
the Solemnity of his Marriage, and return'd 
to Antioch with his Empreſs ; and here 
this great Lady ſoon learn'd to imitate the 
Liberties of Verus, and was too conform- 
able to the Example her Mother Fauſtina 
had ſet her. 
 Verus having made a King of Armenia, 
and gain'd an entire Conqueſt, over the 


ö 


Paribiant, return d to Rome, and had * an. Dom! 


his ſhare in the Honour of a Triumph, '7* 
with Marcns Antoninus. His Return was 

; likely: to have been very Calamitous - 
N N the 
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the whole Empire, for he brought the 
Plague along with him, and left it in all the 

Places he marched through. The cauſe of 

this Peſtilence was ſuppoſed to proceed 

from the following Accident, Upon the 
taking of Babylon, the Soldiers breaking in 

to Apollo's Temple to plunder it, found a 

little Golden Cabinet under Ground, which 

was no ſooner open d, but {ſuch a ſtrong 

Doſe of Infection flew out on't, that it po- 

ſon'd the Air to a vaſt Extent, and carried 

the Mortality from- Meſopotamia, as far as 

Gaul. But this Conjecture apart, tis more 
probable the Plagne was bred by the Fa- 

mine and. Diſeaſes in Caſſiuss Army, at his 
Return from the Defeat of the Parthians. 

About this time the Ger mant revolted, 

made an Irruption into Nah, and put the 
Country under Military Execution. 

* An. Dom. Pertinax + a Man of known Bravery, tho 
+4: was by the ill Offices of ſome Envious People 
aterwa's his Fidelity being ſuſpected, neither his 
own Merit nor the Intereſt of his Friends, 

could ever prefer him any higher than to 

the Command of ſome Auxiliaries ;; this 
Perſon, notwithſtanding -the Oppoſition 

es of the Courtiers, was pitch'd on with his 
Dis Friend Claudius Pomperanus, to make head 
againſt this terrible Invaſion, which chreat- 
ned as far as Rome it ſelf. Antoninus made 
them both his Generals, and was r 
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they ſhould ſhare with him in the Honour 
of this Expedition, Pertinax being highly 
ſenſible of the Favour of this Truſt, took 
care that the Emperour ſhould have no 
Cauſe to repent it; and gave noleſs Proof 
of his Honeſty than of his Experience, and 
Courage. In ſhort, the Romans charg'd 
the Enemy briskly, who receiv'd them in 
good Order and fought with great Reſo- 
lution. The Fight was obſtinate, and held 
a great while, but at laſt the Germans were 
cut in pieces; and which is remarkable, 
they found a great many Women in Ar- 
mour amongſt the Dead, who fell fighting 
by the fides of their Husbands and Chil- 


en. 

Thus a great Vickory was gain d, and the 
Roman Army had behav'd themſelves ex- 
ceedingly well; However, the Emperour vis. 
was not to be prevaiPd on by any unrea- 
ſonable Demands ; and therefore when the 
Soldiers petition'd him to raiſe their Pay, 
he refus d them with this Anſwer ; That 

* to give them Money extraordinary for 

©< the Succeſs of the Battle, was in effect 

* to Tax the Corps of their Parents and 

* Relations, and to fet an Exciſe upon 

* their Blood, for which he was anſwe- 

* rableto God Almighty, the only Perſon 

** to whom Princes are accountable, In- 
deed, let the Difficulty of the * 

| what 


68 Ihe Life of the Emperour 
what it would, he was always Maſter of 
ſo much Fortitude, and Prudence, as never 
to be over-ruled beyond Juſtice, either out 
of Fear, or eaſineſs of Temper, 65 
- Upon this Succeſs he was proclaimed | 
Emperour the fifth time, the Victories of | 
Verus having given him the ſame Title four | 
Id. times before. The Night þefore the Battle, 
a Spy being taken in the Camp, was 
brought to his Tent. And the Emperour 
having a mind to examine him, the Man 
told him; I an ſo very Cold that I can't 
ſpeak, therefore if jou would know any thing 
of me, you muſt firſt o order me ſome Cloths to 
my back, if you have any. The Emperour 
was not at all diſpleas d with his Bluntneſs, 
but gave him what he ask d for, and ſo 
uz And here we muſt not forget the Ex- 
ploit of a private Soldier, Who ſtanding 
Centinel one Night on the bank of the 
Danube, and hearing the Voice of ſome of 
his fellow Soldiers, whom the Enemy had 
taken by ſurprize on the other fide, he 
immediately ſwam the River in bis Ar- 
mour, diſengag d his Comerades, and 
1 brought them off with him into the Camp 
1 the ſame way. tonic er 
| + ne The Year. following there broke out 2 
Curry much more dangerous War than that which 
Bemis, they had finiſh'd. The Marcomanni, ond 
Bi | t 
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the Quadi, a very warlike People rais d a 
great Army, at which the Romans were 
extreamly diſpirited, being in a very ill 
Condition to reſiſt ſo powerful an Enemy, 
at a time when the Plague raged violently 
both in Town and: Country, and ſwept a- 


way vaſt Multitudes. The Emperour wis 


the only Perſon nottn-Deſpair, his Confi- 
dence lay in the Protection of Heaven, for 
which he endeavour'd- to qualify. himſelf 
in the firſt Place, by the offering of Sacri- 
tices : He made a Proceſſion round about 
the Town, and the Statues of the Gods 


being laid upon Couches, a great Enter - The 


mins 


Ro- 


ud” 


tainment was ſervid up to them in their 10 cat in - 


Temples. and for fear any acceptable part 
of Worſhip ſhould be omitted, all foreign 
Religions were taken in, and Prieſts ſent 
for from almoſt every Quarter: And which 
1s (till more ſtrange; he reſtor d the Solem- 
nities of Iſis, which had been Prohibited 
ever ſince the time of Auguſtus ; and made 
no ſcruple to worſhip that Goddeſs; whoſe 
Temple had been pull'd down in the 
Reign of Tiberius, the Decorations burnt, 
her Statue thrown into the Tiber, and her 


ſture. 


Prieſtscknockt on the Head. There was 


ſo much Cattel ſacrificed upon this Occaſi- 
on, that ſome ſatyrical People, whoſe 
Tongues are never to be tyed, mede a Jeſt 


ont; and (aid, that if he Emperour ſhould 


have 


4 


that po- 
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Capitol. 


Capitol. in 
vero. 


than this offer? Have you amind to force = 


have the good luck to return Conquerour, 
he would ſcarcely be able to find a piece of 
Beef for the Gods in the whole Empire. 
Thus when the Religious part was fi- 
niſh'd, he ſet forward againſt the Enemy, 
and took Verus along with him; who 
would gladly bave been left at Rome to 
have carried on his Debauchery, but this 
Antoninus was willing to prevent. The two 
Emperours therefore marched directly for 
Aquileia, and immediately after their Ar- 
rival, made up to the Marcomans, who lay 
entrench'd not far off ; and here they 
forc'd their Camp, and routed them with a 


great Slaughter. In this Fight Furias Vice 


torinus, Captain of the Guards, with ſome 
of the beſt Troops, was cut off. However, 
this did not diſcourage the twoEmperours 
from -puſhing their Point, and going on 
with their Advantage; In ſhort, they 
preſs d the Enemy ſo hard, that at laſt their 
Army grew Mutinous: Upon which the 
greateſt part of their Confederates drew off 
their Forces, kilłd thoſe who adviſed the 
Revolt, and ſent to beg Peace of theRomuns. 
Verus being ſatisfied with their Submiſſions, 
and fond of the Liberties of the Town, was 
earneſt with Antoninus to grant them theit 
Requeſt, and march home. What greate? 
Advantage, ſays he, can your Majeſty hope for 


e- 


an Apoplectick Fit near Altinum, whither 
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Enemies upon ſome deſperate Attempt, and 
ſhew them the Weakneſs of the Empire whether 
they will or no? Let us rather manage their 
Ignorance, and make the moſt of their Con- 

ation, and give them leave, while they are 
diſpos'd to t, to think more of a Retreat, than 
a Revenge. To this Antonings anſwer'd, 
That there was no truſting to theſe Barba- 


riant, that their pretence of Submiſſion 


was only to gain time; and keep the Storm 


from falling upon them: That twas the 


Intereſt of the Empire to make Ad vantage 

of the Miſunderſtandings, and Diſorders 

amongſt them, and not give them leiſure 

to agree, and rally all their Forces upon the 

Romans, when probably we ſhall be ſtill in 

a worſe Condition to receive them; and 

having thus deliver'd his Opinion, he im- 

mediately order'd his Troops to maren. 

The two Emperours paſs'd the Alps, pur- vi 

ſued the Enemy, and defeating them ſeve- 

ral times, diſpersd them entirely at laſt, 

and return'd without any Conſiderable Loſs, 

Winter being now pretty forward, they re- 

ſolv'd to go into Quarters at Aquilesa y but 

the * Plague forc'd them to alter their Mea- "Gale _ 

ſures, and go off with a few of their Troops, 
their March, Verus was ſeiz d with Capirl. it 

he was carried, and where he died ſoon 

after 4 his Body was convey'd to Rowe by 

= | F 2 Auto- 
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Antoninus, who ſnew'd him the ſame Fu- 
neral Reſpe& which had been paid to the 
capie in Emperour his Father; and neer ſcrupled 
to make a God of him. 

I grant we have reaſon to believe that 
Antoninus was well enough ſatisfied with 

his Death; ſuch a Suppoſition is no leſs 

than what may be expected from the Pru- 

dence and Gravity of this Prince, and from 

the tender Regard he had for the welfare 

of his People. But that, as a certain Hiſto- 

* cipitel. Tian adds, * He (ſhould publickly own his 
n uc. Satisfaction in a Speech of Thanks to the 
Senate, this is altogether incredible. How- 

ever, that Author will have it, that the 
Emperour hinted to the Houſe, that the 
Parthian War had never been ſo happily ended, 

had it not been manag'd by his Direction and 

Advice ʒ and then declar'd, That having 

nom the Sovereignty wholly in his own Hands ʒ 

and no longer embarraſsd with à dlebauch d 
Aſſiſtant, he would alter his Meaſures, and 
begin a nem Reign. Now; Antoninus was too 
Modeſt, and too Wiſe to talk at this rate; 
ſuch Difcourſe as neither ſuitable to his 
oven Maxims, nor to the Character he gives 
of Verus in his firſt Book, nor in fine to the 
pPourport of his Speech, the deſign of which 
was to thank them for ordering the Apo- 
theoſis of Verus. His Enemies no doubt ſet 
this Report about, to give ſome Colour to 
T. : Z i anos» 
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another Calumny which they ſpread at the 
ſame time, that the Emperour having diſ- 
cover d the Deſign of Verus to poiſon him, 
prevented him in his Plot, help*d him to a 
Doſe, and practis'd his own foul Play upon 
him: Or as ſome ſaid, prevail'd with his 
Phyſician to bleed him to Death. The ſuſ. 
picion of ſuch a Practice being too groſs to 
ſtick upon Antoninus, a great many People 
threw it upon Fauſlina; giving out that 


this Princeſs had reveng'd her ſelf by Poj- nil. in 


ſon upon Verus, being enraged againſt him 
for betraying the ſcandalous Correſpon- 
dence between them to his Empreſs Lucilla. 
But the moſt general Opinion was, that Ly- 
cilla was the Perſon that put him into 
this Mortal Fit ; for not being able to en- 
dure the Paſſion Verus had for his own Si- 
ſter Fabia, and being leſs concern'd at the 


Loſs of her Husband's Affection; than at 


the haughty Behaviour of her Siſter in law, 
who with an Inſolence proportionable to 
her Lewdneſs, abus'd her Intereſt with her 
Brother, and treated the young Empreſs 
with Neglect: For this Reaſon Lucille 
choſe rather to level her Revenge directly 
againſt Verus, than againſt her Rival, con- 
cluding from the proud Humour of Fabia; 
that to tumble her down in this manner 
from that Criminal height of Greatneſs, to 
which her Inceſt had raiſed her, would be 
1255 F 3 the 
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"the ſevereſt Puniſhment imaginable : For 
being thus reduced to a private Station ; 
and having no Countenance of Royal Au- 
thority to ſupport her, ſhe would be no 
longer in any Condition, to diſpute Quali- 


ty with the Daughter, and Widow of an 
Emperour. 


Alfter the Desfication was over, Antoninus 


being Apprehenſive leaſt the Town ſhould 
be infected with a worſe Mortality, than 


that they had lately felt, by the Lend 


of thoſe Manumis d Slaves, who had the 

Aſeendant over Verus in Syria; and ſerv'd 
him in his R he reſoly'd to 
remove them from the Court; And to do 
it in a manner that might leaſt reflect upon 
his Brother's Memory, He ſent them off 
with conſiderable Offices into diſtant Coun- 
tries; and thus tho? they ſeem'd preferr'd, 
| they were no better than decently aniſh'd; 
In ſhort, he kept none of them with him 
but Eleckus, of whom he had a much bet- 
ter Opinion than of the reſt. 


The Liberty, and Diſorders of the War 


| reviv'd the old Malice of the Heat hen; who 
taking no notice of the Emperour' 5 Orders, 
began to perſecute the Chriſtians in the re- 
moter Provinces. St, Polycarp was the firſt 
that was ſacrificed ; the Flames of whoſe 
Martyrdom. ſery'd for. a ſort of Beacon to 


"Os * the Left in Gaul and 45 
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'Tis pretended that Antoninus had a Hand 
in't. For upon the Lord Deputy of Gaul's 
writing to the Emperour to know his Plea- 
ſure about ſome Chriſtians in Cuſtody, his 
Anſwer was, that he would have him execute 
thoſe who confeſs d, and diſcharge the reſt, 
But here 'twas none of his intention to 
make the owning of Chriſtianity Capital ; 
his meaning was only that thoſe ſhould ſuf- 
fer who could not clear themſelves of the 
Crimes charg'd upon them. For the Go- 
vernours of Provinces, and inferiour Ma- 
giltracy, perceiving that the only way to 
oppreſs the Chriſtians, was to aſperſe their 
Innocence, and ſurprize the Emperour by 
Miſinformation ; Upon this View, they 
uſed to load the IndiFment, and make the 
pretended Criminal as black as poſſible ; 
the Particulars of which they took care to 
2 in their Packets to Court; and to 
fortify the Evidence, tranſmitted the De- 
poſitions of ſome bribed, or frighted Slaves, 


who being ſet upon the Rack, confeſs d 


what they had a mind to. And thus ha- 
ving gain'd a general Order by miſrepre- 
ſenting Matter of Fact, they explain d 
it to their own Humour, and did what 
Miſchief they pleas d. And don't ſuch Miſ- 

ent as this ſometimes happen un- 


der the bet Emperours ? Don'ttheir Vice- 


roys, Genexals, and Magiſtrates often abuſe 
104 9 their 
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their Power, and misbehave themſelves in 
their Poſts of Juriſdiction? And would it not 
be unreaſonable to charge the Violence, and 
Injuſtice of the Miniſters, upon the miſin- 
terpreted, and miſapply d Orders of the 
Prince? He that conſiders the Circumſtances 
of Time, and Place, together with the Tem- 
per of Antoninus, his Good Nature, his Ju- 
ſtice and Reſolution; he that conſiders 
this can never believe that he would ſet a 
Perſecution on Foot after having ſo long, 
and ſo Publickly declar'd againſt it? that 
he ſhould do it when he was ſole Sovereign, 
and at a time too, when the Plague and 
the War, had almoſt diſpeopled the Em- 
pire. How can this pretended Severity be 
reconciled with the Emperours Maxim, 
that thoſe who miſs the Truth, are miſtaken 
A4 gainſt their Will, and deſerve more to be pit- 
* Book xi- tied than hated + To conclude ; we have 
ib, One certain Argument more that Antoninus 
was no Perſecutor ; becauſe there were no 
Martyrdoms at Rome during his whole 
Reign and Reſidence; nor ſo much as one 
drop of Chriſtian Blood ſhed within the 
Bills of Mortality. e 
Before the Year for Verus's Mourning 
+ An Dom. Was expired, Antoninus married his 
77% Davghter again to (Claudias Pompei anus ; 
this Perſon was ſomewhat old, and no“ 
more than the Son of a Private Gentleman; 


but 
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but then he had all the Recommending 
Qualities imaginable, and was fit to be pre- 
fer'd to the higheſt Poſts of Truſt and Ho- 
nour : His Fidelity and Courage, his Pro- 


bity and old Grave way of Living, his Ex- 


perience, and his Reputation too, were all 
extraordinary. Theſe Conſiderations made 


the Emperour chuſe him before Noblemen 


of the beſt Quality and Figure for Virtue, 
and Merit were the Things he moſt valued, 


and always prefer'd to Fortune and Birth, 


The young Empreſs and her Mother were 


not over-much pleas d with this Match 


but Antoninus having taken care that his 


Daughter ſhould not ſuffer in her Privi- 
leges, nor ſink in any part of her Quality, 


they both of them were ſatisfied at laſt. As 


for Fauſtina, ſhewas of Opinion her Daugh- 
ter had loſt nothing, as long as ſhe was 


continued in the Title, and State of an 
Empreſs; And Lucilla who had a mind to 
have her Liberty, and follow her Fancy, 
was ſomewhat pleas'd that ſhe had taken 
rather a Valet, than a Husband. 


Thus Antoninus having put his Daugh- 


ter into good Hands, ſet forward to put an 
end to the War againſt the Marcomanni, 
who having now the Quadi, Sarmatæ, Lan- 
dates, and other Nations for their Confe- 


derates came on more Fierce and Formida- 


ble than before: The Wars againſt _—_ 
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bal, and the Cimbri, did not carry more 
Terror along with them : In ſome of the 
firſt Diſputes, the Emperour had the worſt 
on't : For probably 'twas in this War, that 
that Defeat was given to his Troops, which 
had likely to have coſt him the Loſs of 
8 which happen d in the manner 


lowing. | 
Alexander, who pretended to Prophecy, 


and whoſe Life is written by Lucian; had 
ſo great a Reputation at that time, that 
People look'd upon him as a kind of a De- 
ity : This Impoſtor had the Confidence to 
ſend the Emperour this Oracle in Verſe, 


Gurgitibus fluvii turgentis ab imbribus Iſtri 


Immiſiſſe duos Cybeles edico Miniſtros; 
Monte foras alitas ;, tum quantum alit In- 
| 0 L dicus aer 


| Florum atq; Herbarum beneolentum ; moxg: 


[ fits of, 
Er Vickoria, pax &. amabilis,&: Decus ingens, 


Two Slaves of Cybel's,+ with Arabian Sweets, 
Let them be thrown into the Iſter's Stream ; 
This Water- Sucriſice will rout the Foe, _ 
And bleſs the Empire with a glorious Peace. 


Antoninus comply'd with the Oracle ei- 
ther out of a Superſtitious Principle, or elſe 
to ſatisfy the Army, whole Spirits he ber 


liey'd 


7 


# 


| 


perienced General. And now the Diſho- 
rage, and made them fight the better inſo- 


| 
| 
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liev'd would be raiſed by ſuch an Expecta- 
tion, The two Lions were accordingly 
thrown into the River, with a great Quan- 
tity of Sweet Herbs, Flowers, and Gums. 
Theſe Lions had no ſooner croſs'd the Ri- 
ver, but the Enemy knock'd them on the 
Head. Soon after the Battel began; and 
the Romans were ſo ill handled that they 
loſt above twenty five thouſand Men, and 
were purſued as far as Aguileia, which had 
certainly been taken by the Barbarians, 
had not the Emperour rallied his Troops 
and perform'd the part of a brave and ex- 


nour his Men had receiv'd, fir'd their Cou- 


much that they routed the Enemy, and at 
laſt drove them out of Pannonia. * Hungary: 
While this War was depending, the 1 17: 


170 171, or 


Moors haraſs'd Spain; and the Egyptian a Don. 
Heardſmen as they were call'd, being a fort 5: 

of Banditti, run to Arms, and being head- 

ed by a Prieſt, and one Iſidorus, a ſtout 
Fellow, + ſurpriz'd a Roman Garriſon. The t di- 
Stratagem was this. They diſguis d them- 

ſelves in their Wives Cloat hs, and pretend- 

ed their Buſineſs was to pay the Governour 

of the Fort a Sum of Mony. This Officer 
being over Credulous, fell into the ſnare, „ „ 
and had his Throat cut, with the reſt of war 1d. 
the Garriſon. Thus fleſh'd with Succeſs the 2 


Rebels, cure 
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Rebels, ſacrificed a Priſoner, and over his 
reeking Bowels, which they eat afterwards, 
ſwore themſelves deeper into the Revolt, 


ty. Upon this, they encountred the Rowan 
Troops, and defeating them ſeveral times, 


it Antoninus had not order'd Caſſius who 
commanded in Afza, to march againſt them. 
Caſſins was too weak to attack theſe Barba- 
71ans, who were both very numerous, and 
very deſperate, and led on by a Perſon of 


lucky enough to make a Miſunderſtanding 


nag'd ſowell, that at laſt they were routed, 
and diſpers d. | 
cpi! The Moors in Spain had no better Succeſs 


Generals cut off a great part of them, and 
clear'd the Country of the reſt. 
In the mean time Antoninus follow'd his 
blow againſt the Rebels in the North, and 
fatigued them to that degree, by gaining 
almoſt every Day conſiderable Advantages 
upon them; that at laſt he made them come 
.be En. £00, and ſubmit to his own Terms; and 
pcrouneve- then returning to Rome he kept the Solem- 
Year of | nity of the Decennalia, and obſerv'd thoſe 
cel leber Religious Ceremonies which were uſual 


a Religious N 


i, Upon the occaſion, 


and that they would never deſert their Par- 


had made themſelves Maſters of Alexandria, 


] 
{ 
4 
( 
. 
1 
4 
: 
| 


extraordinary Courage: However, he was 


in their Camp, which Advantage he ma- 


E E. Ms ” F,, OWL. 2 


than the Egyptians, for the Emperour's 


During 
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During the Peace, the Emperour em- 
ploy'd himſelf in reforming the Laws, and 
correcting the Faults in the Adminiſtration. 
To give ſome Inſtances. - Firſt, To the end 
that thoſe who were Free born, might ne- 
ver be at a loſs to prove their Erivilege, he 
order'd every Citizen in Rome to go to the 
Treaſury in Saturns Temple, where the Pub- 
lick Records were kept, and there give an 


Account of the number of his Children; c*eio!. 
and in the Provinces alſo he ſetup Offices to | 


Regiſter the Births in every Family. 


He very wiſely Prohibited all Enquiries d. 20 


into the Circumſtances and Condition of 
the Dead, after the Term of fiveYears.. And 
chat Malefactors might not be too long un- 
puniſh d, nor the Subject ſuffer. ſo much by 
the Interruption of the Holy, Days ; hefol- 
low'd Arguſtus's-Precedent, and lengthen' d 
the Law Term; ſo that now the Courts ſat 
two hundred and thirty Days in the Lear: 
This Method had too good Conſequences; 
for thus Cauſes were diſpatch d with more 
Expedition, and a great many Temptati- 
ons to Idleneſs, and Debauchery, remov d 
out of the Peoples way 

He took particular care of the Soncseg 
of. Minors, and erected a new Court-for 
that purpoſe ; the Judge of it was call'd 


P JD and al becauſe he aſſign d Grer- .. 


ian, and tried all the Cauſes depending | 
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between them and the Infant. He likewiſe 
made a Supplemental Proviſion to the Law 
call'd Lex Letoria ; which order'd a ſort 
* curnores. of Guardians to Adult Minors only in 
Caſes of Diſtraction or Debauchery, where- 
as all ſuch Perſons were now to be under 

that check without Exception. K 
He was fo careful to prevent unlawful 
Marriages, and to keep People from run- 
- ning within the Prohibited Degrees, that 
he null'd a Marriage of many Years ſtand- 
Ther Name Ing between a Woman of Quality, F and 
Tea her Uncle, but at the ſame time declar'd 
the Children Legitimate. The Emperour's 
Reſcript, or Order ſent to this Lady by a 
Manumis d Stave, is (till extant; It runs in 
tho Name of Verus and Antoninus, and is 
very well worth the inſerting. 
be long time jou baus been married to your 
1 Digeſt. Drale, || the Number of your Children, and 


11.57: Ius being diſpord of by your Grandmother at 


an Age when you were not capable of under- 

ſtandiug the Laws, and Cuſtoms of our Em- 
pire, are Conſiderations of Weight with us; all 
theſe Reaſons concurring, prevail upon us-'to 
allow your Iſſue, by this Marriage of forty Tears 
ſanding, the Quality, and Privileges of their 
Family, and to make them as much Legi timate, 
as if they had been born in lawful Wedlack,' 

Capitol. 11. . He moderated the Charge of Publick'$0- 
lemnities, and Entertainments, and —_— 
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the Number of the Roman Shews, that by 
this means he might hinder his Subje&s 
from being over- fond of trifling Diverſi- 
ons, and prevent their Ruin by ſuch unneceſ- 
ſary Expence, and which was often man- 
ag d ſo unluckily, as to create Mortal Feuds 
between the beſt Families, He likewiſe re- 
gulated the Players Salary, and order'd it 
not to exceed ſuch a Sum, 


He took great Care to keep the Streets, 14. »- 


and High-ways in good Repair; He re- 
form'd the Abuſes at Auctions, and teſtrain d 
the Bankers from taking unreaſonable In- 


tereſt. He very much mollified the Rigour 


of the Law by which Aliens who were ei- 
ther Legatees, or Heirs were oblig'd to 

the twentieth part of what fell to them; 
into the Exchequer ; tho' this burthen had 
been in ſome Meaſure made lighter by the 
Emperour Trajan. He alſo provided that 
Children ſhould inherit their Mothers E- 
ſtates, who died Ivteſtate. 

The Romans had a Law that thoſe who 
were not Originally Italia, in caſe t 
ſtood for any Office at Rome, ſhould be o- 
blig d to lay out a Third of what they were 
worth upon Land in Iraiy, that ſo they 
1 look upon that, and the Town, as 
their own Country : Antoninus relav da lits 
tle upon this Point, and bound them to no 
more than a Fourth © oo — 
He 


\ 
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He was particularly careful of the Ho- 
nour, and Intereſt of the Senate. For he 
not only remitted a great many Cauſes to 
the Houſe, which uſed to be tryed at the 
Council Board; but alſo impower'd them 
to give Judgment without Appeal. He 
commonly reſerv'd the Offices of Ædiles 
*The £4; * and Tribunes, or Treaſurers, for thoſe Se- 
l (er torch nators who were decay'd intheir Fortunes. 
den nns provided they were not grown poor by 
waghs their Vice and Extra vagance. Twas ne- 
ano Me" Ver his way to receive any Perſon into this 


ſures, ſur- 


974 me Order, without the Conſent ↄf the whole 
Highways, Houſe, nor them'tili he had ſtrictly enquired 
j into his Character. When any.Nobleman 
was tried for his Life, he always took cate 
to he fully inform'd of the Matter alledg d 
againſt him; and never ſuffer'd any Common 
er tho of the beſt Rank, to be concern d 
in Cauſes of this Nature. His Cuſtom was 
to come to this Senate, or Houſe of Lords, 
as often as his Affairs would give him 
leave, tho he had nothing to move; And 
when he had any Buſineſs to propoſe, he 
made no Difficulty to cowe up to Town, 
from the remoter Parts of Italy. The great- 
Somewhat eſt Part of the Curators of Towns, Were 
like cur Choſen by him out. of the Senate; being 
— perfectly of Auguſtus s Mind, that a Prince 
by raiſing the Character ef the chief Ma: 
giſtrates ; makes his oN] Figure lune ont 
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the better, and fortifies the Royal Autho- 
. rity, which neither can, norought to ſtand 
upon any other than a Juſt bottom. 

His Regards for the Senate did not pre- 
vent his Favours coming down to the Infe- 
riour Magiſtracy, nor indeed from reaching 
the Subject in general. He never thought 2. | 
any Perſons, let their Condition be never © 
ſo mean, beneath his Concern; his care 

| ſtoop'd even to the Gladiators, and Rope- 
dancers; ordering the firſt td fight with 
Foins, or Buttons upon their Swords; and 
that the other ſhould have Feather-beds, 
or Mats ſpread under them, to prevent the 
danger of a Fall; and from hence the Cu- 
ſtom began of hanging Nets under the Rope 
a great while after, | 

He made very ſevere Laws to ſecure the ci 3. 

Privilege of Burying-places, and to prevent | 
the defacing of Tombs, and Monuments; 
he likewiſe order d that the Poor ſhould be 
buried at the Publick Charge: And how in- 
clinable he was to pardon a Malefactor, we 
may learn from the following Inſtance. A 
Captain of a Troop of Banditti, who had 
a mind to be plundering of Rome, bethought 
himſelf of this Opportunity. He goes into 
Mars's Field in 4 Suburbs, climbs a wild 
Figtree there, and entertains the Mob with 
abundance of Prognoſtications, telling them 
withal that upon ſuch 8 when they = 
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him fall off the Tree, and turn himſelf in- 
to a Stork, the Sky would rain Fire, and 
lay the World in Aſhes : The People, be- 
ing generally given to Superſtition, and 
over-credulous, ſwallow'd this Prophecy 
with a great deal of Belief, and Admirati- 
on; and in the mean time the Camerades 
of this Figure-flinger, made their Ad van- 
tage of their Folly, and ſtrolling from home. 
When the Day for this terrible Metamor- 
profec was come, the Knave drops off the 
ig-tree, and in the Tumble, lets a Stork 
looſe out of his Boſom with a good clean- 
ly Conveyance, and then dives himſelf out 
of fight in the Crowd 3 The Mob were 
ſtrangely amaz d at this Miracle, and ex- 
pecting a ſhower of Fire would come pow- 
dring down apon them, made a great hub- 
bub, and confuſion in the City. The Em- 
Peper being inform d of this Adventure, 
ad the pretended Prophet hrought before 
him ; and after having gotten the Truth 
out of. him upon promiſe of Pardon, he 
was as good as his Word, tho' notwith- 
ſtanding his Stoĩcal Gravity, he could ſcarce- 
ly forbear laughing at the Fellows Roguery. 
He made uſe of all ſorts of Expedients to 
reform the Misbehaviour and Diſorders a- 
mong Women, and young People of Con- 
dition; not knowing how much his own 
Family was concetn d in een es. 
5 ; or 
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For he was ſtill ignorant of the Liberties ta- 
ken by his Empreſs Fauſtina; as we may 
eaſily perceive by his Letters to her a little 
before her Death: And befides, we have 
reaſon to believe, that had he been acquain- 
ted with her Irregularities, he would rather 
have made uſe of proper Remedies, than 
conceal'd the Injury: Indeed we can't ſup- 
poſe him capable of ſo ſcandalous an In- 
dulgence, eſpecially fince ſuch Abuſe of 
Families was ſeverely puniſh'd in Private 
Perſons by the Roman Laws. I grant a cer- 
tain Hiſtorian is of another Opinion, who 
reports, that when the Emperour was ad- 
vis'd by ſome of his Friends to be Divorc'd 
from Fauſt ina upon the ſcore of her ill Con- 
duct, he made Anſwer, I muſt return her her 
Fortune then; Now this jeſt of an Anſwer, vid. Sum 
has taken mightily, and gone a great way in Cape 
in Peoples Belief. | i 228 
I am not ignorant of the Riſque a Man 
runs in oppoſing his Private Sentiment a- 
gainſt Authority and common Belicf, How- 
ever fince there is but one Hiſtorian who 
delivers this Paſſage, and even he none of 
the moſt conſiderable for Indifferency, Judg- 
ment, and Exactneſs, one may very well 
imagine that the Credit of this Sentence is 
not ſo much owing to its on Truth, as to 
the Negligence and Inadvertency of thoſe 
that took it upon Ow For granting — 
2 | . 
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Empire was really Fanſtina's Portion; as we 
muſt ſuppoſe in Favour to the Hiſtorian, 
this Azſwer, notwithſtanding, would have 
been improper, and unworthy the Cha- 
rater of Antoninus; who ſcorn'd to hold 
the Empire of the World, by fach a ſcan- 
Capitol. 4. dalous Terure - But then the Empire's being 


hs we Dower was ſo far from Matter of 
Fact, that it was really ſettled upon Anto- 
ninus before there was any Proſpect of this 
Marriage: For when Adrian Adopted this 
Emperour, he oblig'd him to a Contract 
with the Daughter of Lucius Commodws. 
That Satyrical Stage-Jingle upon the 
Name of Tertullus, when the Emperour 
woyaas at a Play, proves nothing; For Auto- 
 * aracer- ninut had no neceſſity of taking this Jeſt * 


.- = himſelf, there being enough beſides to 
wacereſenr, Juſtify the Application. | 
one or The appearing in great Cities in a Coach, 


-ther, A Horſe-litter, or on Horſe-back, was alrea- 
dane of te dy Prohibited by Adrian This Law was 


adies Gal- ®* 3 . 
nt os Teviv'd by Antoninus under expreſs Penal- 
hn: Theo ties: For he could not endure a Circum- 


ther made ſtance peculiar to Triumph ſhould grow 
were with cheap by common Uſage ; And that the 


pificuty of Subject ſhould take the Liberty of an Equi- 


Recol - 


Recolor page, Which even the Emperours declin'd 
Tus, n, unleſs upon extraordinary Occaſions, 


pur the Queſtion, being impatient to know the Name, replies, what ſay you? I told 
deu, ſays his Friend in the Dialogue, Ter Tullus, thar is, I have repeated Tullus, ter or 
thrice, which is as much as to ſay the Man's Name is Tertullus, Capitol. 20, 


He 
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He was fully perſuaded that the prefer- . 


ring unworthy Perſons to the Magiſtracy, 
was one of the greateſt Misfortunes that 
could happen to a Prince. And thus taking 


all poſſible Precaution to prevent ſuch a 


Miſchief from himſelf, he never made any 
Difficulty todeny an unreaſonable Requeſt : 


A Perſon of a very ill Reputation having 


beg d an Office of him, he gave him this 
Anſwer ; Purge your ſelf firſt of thoſe bad 
Reports that go of you : To this the Man 
preſently Foy Sir, I know ſeveral Judges 
as great Rakes as my ſelf. The Emperour 
took no notice of 25 Boldneſs, but made 
it his Buſineſs not to give any Occaſion to 
ſuch Reproaches for the future. 

When he found any Perſon qualified to 
ſerve the Publick, he gave them their due 
Commendation ; and put them. into ſuch 
Poſts as they were fit for ; upon ſuch oc- 


cafions he us'd to ſay, That tho à Prince Div: 


could not make his Subje®s what he had a 


mind to, yet 'twas in his Power to turn them 


to Account, by employing them in ſuch Bu- 
ſineſs as they underſtood. No fort of Con- 
ſideration could make him over- look Merit, 


and Capacity in any Perſon. Nor did ever 


any Prince delight more in making the For- 
tune of his Friends. Some of them were 
rais d by him to the higheſt Poſis in the 


— Ä 


Ooverument; And thoſe who had pitchd 
| G 3 upon 
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upon a Condition of Life which lay out of 
the way of Employment and Office; he 
took care to preſent them largely, and ſet- 
tle ſuch Penſions upon them, as might make 
them amends for the Privacy of their Sta- 
tion; and for their voluntary baulking 
themſelves in their Intereſt, and Honour; 
But at the ſame time he always avoided the 
granting of Penſions to ſuch as were per- 
fectly Inſignificant to the Commonwealth: 
Not forgetting the wiſe Maxim of his Fa- 
ther Antoni nus Pius, who uſed to ſay, That 
Capirol etwas a ſhameful Piece of Injuſtice to let thoſe 
People feed upon the Publick, who were too 

lazy to ſerve it. As for the Poor, they ne- 

ver applied to him in vain; And the re- 
lieving of them was ſo great a Pleaſure to 

him; that he look d upon it as one of the 
E Happineſſes of his Life, never to 

ave been unfurniſh'd for this Purpoſe; 

Beek . * And returns Thanks to the Gods for this 
&2.17- conſtant opportunity of doing Good. 
Capitol. %. In the puniſhing Part his Method was to 
mitigate the Sentence, and go lower than 
the rigour of the Law. He was ſo exact 
in the Buſineſs of Juſtice, eſpecially in 
Criminal Cauſes, that he reprim: one 
of his Judges ſeverely, for ſlubbering over 
a Tryal of ſome Perſons of Faſhion, and 
eondemning them in a hurry: He made 


Fe Jadge grant the Rriſencrs gar n 
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and told him withal, That the leaſt things 1 


which a Magiſtrate commiſſion d for Juſtice, 


_ do, was to have Patience to hear what 
eople of Condition could ſay for themſelves, 
Another Judge baving aber d himſelf 
in a Canſe of great Concern ; the Empe- 
rour inſtead of turning him out, made him 
lye by alittle, and afſign'd his Jurisdiction 


to a Brother of the ſame Bench. In ſhort, he 


left no Expedient untryed to diſcourage 
People from doing amiſs, and to engage 
them to their Duty. He rewarded their Me- 
rits, ſcreen d their Failings, and corrected 
their greater Faults, by ſuch a Temper of 
Diſcipline, as carried more Advantage than 


| Rigour along with it. 


As none of the Actions of Princes are 
without Force and Example, but do either 


a great deal of Good, or Miſchief to their 


Subjects, ſo Artoninus's making Philoſophy 
his Inclination, had likely to have been ve- 
ry prejudicial to the Romans: For now the 
Empire was almoſt over-run with pretend- 
ing Sages, who to ſpunge upon their Prince, 
took the Habit and Title of Philoſophers; 
but left the good Qualities behind them; 


inſomuch that they were not only burden- 


ſome to Private Families, but even to the 


State it (elf. The Emperour being ſenſible 


of this Diforder, put's' ſtop'to it, For now 
the Sham-Philofophers _ thrown out — 
g 4 all 
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all Privilege and Favour granted to that 
Faculty, and none but Men of approv'd Vir- 
tue, Character, and Merit, taken into the 
College. | 
He us'd to ſay that an Emperour ought 
never to precipitate any Buſineſs, nor diſ- 
patch it, as it were Em paſſant, and that 
Negligence in little Matters, is ſometimes 
an occaſion of great Miſtakes. When a 
The noe. Cauſe was before him * he always uſed to 
u Cute give the Lawyers what time they deſired 
themlves. in their Argument: For he look d upon it 
as a very raſh and unadvisd Method, to 
limit a Hearing to ſo many Minutes, with - 
out knowing the Extent, or the Importance 
of the Matter to be alledg'd, Eſpecially 
ſince Patience is one part of Juſtice; And 
that tis much better to ſuffer the Long Robe 
to plead twenty things Foreign and wide 
of the Caſe, than to hinder them from ſay- 
ing one that's Material, and to the Purpoſe, . 


Far + He uſed the ſame Care and Exactneſs in 


ſmaller Cauſes, as in thoſe of the greateſt 
Concern, it being his Maxim that Juſtice 

ought to be uniform, and hold out to the 

whole length of her Adminiftration, and 

that nothing relating toRight and Wrong 

Capitol. 0, was little. And thus he would ſometimes . 
| ſpend ten or twelve Days upon a Tryal, and 
keep the Council at the Board till Night; 
neither would he ever leave the Senate, - 

| | t 


- 


— 


Marcus ANTONINUS. 


till the Conſul had diſmiſs'd the Houſe in 


this Cuſtomary Form, My Lords, we have ie 


no more trouble to give you: And which 
made all this Patience and Application the 
more Remarkable, his Conſtitution was but 
weak, he could not bear the leaſt Cold, 
nor venture himſelf with any more than a 
ſlender Meal, which he always eat at Night, 
and took nothing in the Day-time but a 
little Treacle to ſecure his Stomach. But 
none of theſe Diſadvantages could make 
him indulge, or neglect any of thoſe Pub- 
lick Functions, which, as he us'd to ſpeak, 


the Character of a Prince, and Legiſlator, 
oblig'd him to, 


He could not endure Trifling, but coun- capicol. 


ted it a great Crime to throw away theleaſt 
Minute to no Purpoſe. Fhat time, which 
in Compliance to Cuſtom, he ſpent at the 


Publick Shews, was not altogether loſt ; for 


even then, 'twas always his Method either 
to Write, or Read. In his Voyages and 
Expeditions, and when he was moſt em- 
barraſs d with Buſineſs, he made the uſual 
Intermiſſions for Sleep, and Recreation, 
turn to ſome very ſignificant Account. 
Theſe Intervals he generally employ'd in 
converſing with himſelf, in examining his 


Conduct, the State of his Mind, and the 
Quality and Condition of his Enterpriſes z 


[Tis to this Vigilance, and Care of * 
| that 


* 
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that we are indebted for his Excellent Me- 
ditations. By the Date of his two firſt 
Books, we are inform'd that the one was 
- written at Carnuntum, and the other in his 
Camp amongſt the Suadi, when the Em 
rour was ingag d in the moſt formidable 
War of his whole Reign. This great Fru- 
gality of Time produced ſeveral other Pie- 
ces which have fallen ſhort in the Convey- 
ance. The loſs of his Commentaries, or the 
Hiſtory of his Life, which he left for his 
Son's Inſtruftion ; is that which is moſt to 
be lamented, WES Ws 9 on | 
'Twas always his Opinion that the Cre- 
| dit and Security of the Government depend- 
p ed chiefly upon Good Meaſures 3 For this 
1 Reaſon he would never undertake any 
thing in War, or Peace, without the Ad- 
vice of his Privy Council; and which is 
more, not without conſulting thoſe who 
had the beſt Reputation for Senſe, whether 
Courtiers, Burgbers, or Senators : And here 
he was ſo far from the Vanity of dragging 
the reſt into his own Opinion, that he was 
always glad of a reaſon to follow the Board; 
Capi. 22- and uſed to ſay ; Tie much more accountable 
for me to reſign to the Advite of ſuch great 
Men who are all my Friends, than that ſo ma- 
ny Wiſe Heads ſhould be over-rul'd by my ſin- 
gle Opinion. And to cure that common; but 
dangerous Miſtake, which makes it uncre- 
| | ditable 
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ditable to yield up an Opinion, he has left 
us this fignificant Truth in one of his Me- 
ditations, That a Mas that goes in to the 
Sentiment of another, is no leſs at his Liberty 
than if he had ftuck eloſe to bus firſt Thought; 
For tis purely his own Seuſe and Judgment 
that prevails with him to alter his Mind. 
He counted it a great Crime to warp the 
leaſt from Veracity and Good Faith; and 
to prevent being ſurpriz'd by the falſe Rea- 
ſoning of thoſe Politicians who pretend, 
that a Wiſe Prince is not to be tyed to his 
Engagements, when they diſſerve his In- 
tereſt 3 that promiſes are only Things of 
Courſe, nothing but handfome Baits to 
catch the unwary ; to keep theſe Knaviſh 
Principles from getting within him; He 


lays down this admirable Maxim, which 


all Princes are concert d to take notice of; 
Take eſpecial care ( ſays he) never to count 
any thing an Advantage that will force you, at 


one time or other, to break your Mord. r. 
As reaſons of State directed; He fre- 


quently chang'd the Governours of Provin- 
ces, taking thoſe into his own Hands which 
had been managed by Proconſuls in behalf 
of the Senate and Commons, and giving 


them others govern'd by Deputies and 


Viceroys Commiſſionated by himſelf : And 


here, according to Anga s Rule, he gave 


the People ſych Provinces as he could moſt 


confide 


7. 
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confide in, and receiv'd thoſe of which he 
was leſs aſſur d. 
Capirol.zo. He loved to be throughly inform d of 
what People ſaid of him ; not to puniſh 
thoſe who took too much Liberty, but to 
learn what was liked, or diſlik d in his Ma- 
nagement; The uſe that he made of Publick 
Cenſure, or Commendation, being only to 
recover a falſe ſtep, or go on in a Defenſi- 
ble Method, with better Aſſurance. And 
when his Adminiſtration, or private Con- 
duct were blam'd without Reaſon, his Cu- 
ſtom was to reply to the Charge either by 
Letter or Word of Mouth; not ſo much to 
juſtify himſelf, as to undeceive thoſe that 
[i ©wpirol. 22, ſpread the Report, and acquaint them with 
4 Matter of Fact. 118 
He would never admit of thoſe over- 
| grown Ambitious Titles, which us'd to be 
1 given to other Princes, nor ſuffer any Tem- 
ples or Altars to be built for him; Being 
fully convinc'd, that the Flattery of the 
Subject ſignifies nothing in true Greatneſs, 
that tis the peculiar Privilege of Virtue, to 
raiſe up a Monarch to the Gods; and that 
a Prince remarkable for Juſtice z has the 
whole World for his Temple, and all ho- 
neſt Men will be his Prieſts to worſhip him. 
The Marcomanni, whoſe Submiſſions 
were only to deceive the Emperour, and 
make their Advantage by his drawing off, 
| levyed 


Capitol. 22. 
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levyed Forces again, and, Menaced higher 
than ever. This Enemy had now enlarg'd 
their Confederacy, and made themſelves 
more formidable than before, by being re. 
inforc'd with all the Nations from Myricum 


to Gaul. On the other ſide, the Roman from dt. 
Troops were very much leffen'd both by zi. 


Plague, and Service, and the Exchequer 
quite exhauſted by a long War, inſomuch 
that the Emperour found himſelf in greater 
Difficulties than ever. The firſt part of 
this Misfortune was remedied by liſting the 


Gladiators, the Banditti of Dalmatia and 


Dardania, and the Slaves too, which was 
never done fince the Second Punick War. 
And here 'tis very remarkable to obſerve, 


that the Romans were very loath to loſe 


their Diverſions, to ſave their Skins: They 
were mighty warm to have their Fencer: 
diſcharg'd : The Streets were crowded 
with Tumults, and they were perpetually 


bawling outſuch Sentences as this; What ? capic. 25. 


wmſt we be condemm d to Senſe in ſight of 
our Teeth ? Are we all to be made Philoſophers ; 
and muſt never ſee any Prizes, and fine 
Sights anj more? The Emperour was not 
in the leaſt ſhock'd with this Diſturbance; 
he was no ſtranger to the Temper of the 
People; he knew very well, that tho' they 
made a Man a Brute one Day, they'd make 
a God of him the next, provided he _ 
tain 


. 
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_ __- tain'd his Ground, and ſtood firm to a rea- 
© See te. ſonable Reſolution. 

| The main Difficulty of raifing Mony was 

ſtill behind ; which by a Prince of Auto- 

ninuss Goodneſs was not ſo eaſily maſter'd : 

For he could not endure'the Thought of 

= ey ar new Taxes upon the People, 

Nin. in pa- The | and quickeſt Expedient for a 

*3*. Fund, which he could pitch on, was to fol- 

low the Precedent of Nerva and Tyaj an, 

and ſell the Furniture of his Palaces. Now 

the Subject being not allow d to have their 

Houſes ſo richly Furniſn'd, or be ſerv'd in 

Gold, or Silver Plate like the Emperour ; 

to promote the Sale therefore, Antoninus 

was forced to permit Perſons of Quality to 

make their Figure and Equipage, as mag- 

nificent as they pleas d. n this Liberty 

the Auction began; and all the beſt of the 

— Crown Jewels, Paintings, Chryſtals, Plate 

and; Hangings, together with the Em- 

preſs's Wardrobe, were fet to Sale, and ſo 

were a vaſt number of rich Pearls in Adrzar's 

Cabinet. Now the Romans who were too 

poor to carry on the War, to ſecure their 

Country, and affiſt a brave Prince, found 

Money enough to buy his Furniture: This 

Auction laſted two Months, and rais d ſuen 

2 vaſt Sum, that the Emperour was plen- 

titully ſapply'd for the Charge of the 

Campaign. At his coming home —_— 
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liſh'd a Proclamation to let them know, it 
would be kindly taken if they would re- 
turn the things at the Price paid for them, 
but forc'd no body to part with them a- 
gainſt their Will. 
Before he took the Field he loſt his czpivl. 2: 
oungeſt Son Verus Ceſar; This Prince was 
but Green Years old, and died of an Im- 
poſtumation in his Ear, the Phyſicians 
lancing the Tumour before twas Ripe. He 
bore this Loſs like a Man of Fortitude, 
would not ſuffer Jupiters Holy Days, 
which happen d at that time, ſhould be 
diſturb'd bh a Publick Mourning, ſpoke 
kindly to the Phyficians; and paid them 
well for their Attendance ; and was ſatiſ- 
fied in getting a Golden Statue voted for 
his Son, which he order'd to be carried a- 
bout in a Pompous manner at the Circenſtan 
Diverſions; and that the Salii * ſhould make · net os 
a Panegyrical Poem in honour of the De- 
ceas d: Theſe Ceremonies being over, he 
reaſſum'd his Buſineſs, and took care of the 
Government, and having beg d the Aſſi- 
ſtance of the Gods by Sacrificing, and De- 
yotion, ſet forward againſt the Enemy. 
This Expedition was much longer and 
22 Troubleſome than all the reſt. The 
mperour being come up to Carnuntum 
which he made bis Head Quarters, paſs d 
the Dauube upon a Bridge of Boats, - = 
| _ 
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Head of his Troops, marched on to the 
Enemy, beat them in ſeveral Diſputes, and 
burnt their Villages; Upon which ſeveral 
great Lords of the Confederacy being a- 
maz d at the Progreſs of his Victories, came 
in, and ſubmitted. One Day as he was 
ſearching in Perſon for the Ford of a Ri- 
ver which ſtop'd his March, and was a 
ſort of Fortification to the Barbarians the 
Enemy's S/;gers on the other fide the Wa- 
ter, diſcharg'd ſuch a Volee of Stones up- 
on him, that he had certainly been loſt, if 
his Men had not immediately come up and 
coverd him with their Shields. This ſur- 
prize ſery'd only to make the Army ad- 
vance with greater Reſolution ; ſo that 
paſling the River in a Heat, they power'd 
In upon the Barbarians, and made a great 
Slaughter of them. After the Rout, the 
Emperour went to view the Field of Bat- 
tel, not to boaſt of his Victory, nor enter- 
tain himſelf with a bloody Spectacle; but 
to weep over the Wounds and Misfortune 
of the Dead; and to preſerve thoſe who 
were not paſt help; and before he marched 
any farther he offer'd Sacrifices upon the 
Place. 
Dio. bn: The Quadi concluding, and that re- 
dun. chi. ſonably enough, they ſhould be purſued, 
8i.:76. left ſome Companies of Archers, ſuppor- 
ted by a Body of Horſe, to skirmiſh _ 
| t 
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the Enemy, and pretend to diſpute the 
Ground: And here the Romans preſs d on 
with more Courage than Caution, a fault 
not uncommon in thoſe who have the bet- 
ter of the Day. They attack'd the Ar- 
chers with great Vigour, who according 
to Orders gave way ; and counterfeiting a 
haſty Retreat, drew the Romans into a 
. ſort of Defile, and enclos'd them between 
a Ledge of ſteep and ſandy Mountains. 
The Emperour's Men, not perceiving the 
Danger they were in; and thinking no- 
thing too hard for their Bravery, fought 
very briskly at firſt, notwithftanding the 
Diſadvantage of the Ground: The Ene- 
my were not ſo eager to puſh the Point, 
- but ſtood barely upon the Defenſive, be- 
| ing unwilling to run a hazard for an Ad- 
| vantage, which a little Patience would put 
; into their Hands. The Romans were at a 
: loſs to explain this Conduct, till the ex- 
. ceſſive Heat pent in between the Moun- 
5 tains, their Wounds, their Wearineſs, 
) 
| 


and their Thirſt, made them ſenfible of 
their Error. Then, when 'twas too late, 
F they underſtood, that they could neither 
Retreat, nor Fight, that they muſt either 
. be ſcorch'd, and parch'd to Death, or have 
? their Throats cut by the Enemy. And now 
, things were brought to that Extremity, 
' that neither Anger, nor Deſpair could 
> H raiſe 
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raiſe their Spirits: The Emperour who 

was much more concern'd for their Miſ- 

fortune than his own, rid about the Army, 

and endeavour'd both by Perſuaſion and 

Sacrifice to reaſſure them, and retrieve 

their Courage: But they had no Faith in 

their Devotions, and neither Rhetorick, 

nor Religion, ſignified any thing. And 
now being harraſs d, and juſt ſpent by the 

Heat of the Weather, the Enemy prepar'd 
to attack them: So that expecting no man- 
ner of Relief either from their Courage, 
their Fortune, or their Gods, they look'd 
upon themſelves as juſt ready to be Sacri- 
ficed : And now when there was nothing 
but Groans and Howling to be heard, and 
Things appear'd in the moſt lamentable 
Condition imaginable, all on the ſuddain 
the Sky was over-caſt, the Sun ſhrowded, 
and a prodigious Shower powr'd down 
upon their Camp. Theſe poor Wretches, 
who look'd more like Ghoſts than Men, 
and had ſcarcely ſtrength to ſtand on their 
Feet, were ſomewhat reviv'd at the ſight 
of this unexpected Rain; and imagining 
they ſhould find more of it by marching 
farther, preſsd forward, and at the ſame 
time held up their Mouths, their Head- 
pieces, and their Shields to catch the Wa- 
ter. 


The 
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their Thirſt, to mind Diſcipline, and keep 
their Ranks; And thus their Forces being 
in ſome Diſorder, the Barbarians not willing 


to loſe the Opportunity, charg'd them 


on all ſides. The Romanus fought and drank 


at the ſame time; And many of them ſwal- 
low'd down their own Blood, which run- 
ning from their Wounds, mix'd it ſelf with 
the Water they had provided. 
Notwithſtanding this ſeaſonable Relief 
their Caſe was very deſperate, for ſtill 
there was no hopes of holding out againſt 
the Force and Fury of the Enemy : when 
by another extraordinary Providence no 
leſs ſurprizing than the former, the ſame 
Clouds which refreſh'd the Romans with 
Rain, diſcharg'd a ſtorm of Hail, mix'd 
with Thunder, and Wildfire, in a terrible 
manner upon the Barbarians. And thus 
while the firſt quench'd their Thirſt at 


their Leiſure, the other were burnt, and al- 


moſt roaſted by a Fire which was paſt their 
Skill to Extinguiſh, Some Hiſtorians re- 
port, that when any of this Wild-fire hap- 


pen d to light upon the Rowars, it did them 


no diſſervice, whereas on the other hand, 
the Rain which fell amongſt the Barbarians, 
was like Oyl thrown into a Furnace, and 


made the Flames rage the fiercer; inſo- 
much that they cried out for Water to 
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cool the ſcaling of the Rain: Nay tis 
ſaid many of them wounded themſelves, 
to try if they could put out the Fire with 
their own Blood; And that abundance of 
the reſt came with their Wives and Chil- 
dren, and ſurrendred to the Romans, that 
they might have the Benefit of that mira- 
culous Showr which was ſo favourable to 
them Thoſe who yeilded were treated 
with great Clemency by the Emperour ; 
But the Soldiers, who were more inraged 
at the Aﬀront they had receiv'd than af- 
fected with the Danger they had eſcap'd, 
cut all in pieces that durſt make any 
Reſiſtance, routed the reſt, and took a 
great many Priſoners. | 
Dio. Lin- The Means and Occaſion of this Delive- 
Pea. rance are variouſly reported. Some ſaid 
that one Arnuphis, an Egyptian Magician 
raisd this Storm, at the Emperour's In- 
ſtance, by the Strength of his Enchant- 
ments. For who can imagine that amongſt 
ſuch a number of Heathens over-grown 
with Folly and Superſtition, there ſhould 
not be a great many very forward to give. 
away the Honour of the Miracle to their 
own Religion? But this Conjecture is eaſily 
* $2.6. confuted by Antoninus in his firſt Book * 
where he tells us, that he was better In- 
| ſtructed than to be led away with the Impo- 
ſtures of Wizards, and Figure-flingers, who 
| pretend 
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pretend they can Diſcharge Evil Spirits, and 
do ſtrange Feats by Virtue of Charm. 


Others who had a great Opinion of the cairo. z4. 


Emperour's Virtue and Piety, which in- 
deed were Extraordinary, imputed this 
wonderful Reſcue to the Prevalency of his 
Prayers. To confirm this, tis ſaid when 
the Day was juſt upon the Point of being 
Joſt, the Emperour lifting up his Hands, 
addreſs'd himſelf to Heaven in this man- 
ner: O Lord the Author of Life, I humbly 
implore thy Aſſiſtance, and lift up thoſe Hands 
to thee which were never ſtain'd with Human 
Blooth 
The great pains the Heathens took to 
carry off the Honour of this Miraculous 
Event, proves thus much at leaſt, that we 
have no reaſon to queſtion the Matter of 
Fact. However, if we wanted this Teſti- 
mony, the Truth of the Hiſtory may be 
roved by other Records of unqueſtiona- 
le Credit. Not fearing therefore the 
Cenſure of being over-credulous,or having 
a mind to ſupport the Chriſtian Religion 
by Fable and falſhood : An Artifice of 
which our Holy Faith has no manner of 
need; Being ſatisfied, I ſay, of the Truth, I 
fhall produce the Evidence: And here I 
defire to know with what fair pretence of 
Reaſon the Fact can be donbted when tis 
youched by Anthors who lived at the 
_—_ N ſame 
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Xiphilin. 


ſame time: The Relation is this. The 
Captain of the Guards having acquainted 
the Emperour, that God never denied any 
thing to the Chriſtians, that he had a great 
number of that Perſuaſion in the Melitene 
Legion, a Town of Cappadocia, and that he 


thought it adviſeable for his Majeſty, to try 


if their prayers could diſengage him, ſince 
there was nothing to be expected from any 
other Quarter; upon this the Emperour 
order'd theſe Chriſtians to be brought be- 
fore him, and deſired them to pray to their 
God for him: Which being done, their 
Prayers were immediately heard, aud by 
the ſtrange Diſtinction, and Pointing of the 
Storm, 'twas demonſtrably apparent that 
they belong'd to the true God, who had 
the Winds and Thunder at Command, and 
had often delivered his Servants by ſuch 
an extraordinary Interpoſition, 

Antoninus being too juſt to ſtifle the 
Miracle, wrote to the Senate in favour 
ofthe Chriſtians, and order'd thoſe ſhould 
be puniſh'd with Death, that inform'd a- 
gainſt them; A very clear Argument that 
he believ'd the late Deliverance was all of 
it owing to their Prayers. Tertullian, and 


- ſeveral other Writers, about the ſame time 
mention this Letter, and argue upon it; 


which they durſtnot have done had it not 
been well known, and unqueſtionably Au- 
Fe | 3 = 1 1 T3 thentick. 
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thentick. For a Forgery of this kind, 
would only have ſerv'd toenflame the Per- 
ſecution, and make their Cauſe ſo much the 
worſe. But the preſerving this Record 
would have been too great a blow to the 
Heathen Religion. This Spirit of Falſ- 
hood and Impoſture, wasno doubt the oc- 
caſion that this noble Teſtimony for Chri- 
flianity wasdeſtroy'd. As to the Letter in 
Juſtin Martyr's Works under this Name, 

tis an apparent Counterfeit ; neither was 
there any true Copy Extant a great while 
before the time of Euſebius. 

Thoſe Authors are likewiſe miſtaken, ten 
who report this Legion of Melitene, was ca. 176. 
call'd the Thundring Legion, upon the ſcore zu. | 
of the Miracle. For the Thundring Legion 
was rais d by Auguſtus, and had that Name 
given it becauſe of the Figure of a Thun- 
derbolt upon the Soldier's Shields. 

And now the Army proclaim'd Anto-. , . 
minus Emperour, the ſeventh time; this bon. 174 
Honour he accepted this bout, tho' twas 
not his Cuſtom to do ſo, till it had been firſt 
mov'd, and voted by the Senate The 
Empreſs Fanſtina alſo had the Title given 
her, of Mother of the Militia. * 
The very Night after this remarkable 
Day, the Emperour drew off from this 
dangerous Ground, and ſeizing a Poſt of 
Ad vantage intrench'd his Men, And here 
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allowing the Army ſome Days for Refreſh- 
ment, and having receiv'd certain Intelli- 
gence of the Motions, and Countenance of 
the Enemy, he held a Council of War, in 


. which *twasreſolv'd to purſue them, This 


Deſign being executed, he found them en- 
camp'd beyond a River, and their Camp 
Fortified and Flank'd with Villages on 
each fide, His Troops paſling the River 
in ſpight of the Refiſtance of the Slings 
and Archers, attack'd the Barbarians brisk- 
ly, who after having ſtood the firſt Shock, 
and loſt their beſt Men, gave way and Re- 
treated. And here the Romans made a 
horrible Slaughter of them, the Field was 
all ſtrew'd with Carcaſſes, and the greateſt 
tronble the Emperour had was to check the 
heat and fury of his Soldiers, who as weary as 


they were, ſeem'd toRefreſh themſelves by 
cutting the Throats of the Enemy. There 


was a great Number of Priſoners taken, and 
Antoninus had ſome of their Kings brought 
in Chains to him, with their Wives and 
Children. Se 13 | 
After this Victory the . Emperour 
march'd his Army to the River Granua, 
* which parts the Quadi from the Jazy- 
gian Sarmate, the moſt warlike Nation of 
all the Barbarians ; Beyond this River 


bably i: ay there was another, and the Sarmate were 


encamp'd upon the ground between them. 
Fo ne ö 9 
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The Thundring Legion being order'd to 


march firſt, made their way over a Bridge 


of Boats, and planted their Colours upon 
the Bank of the ſecond River; and the 
Sarmatians that oppos d them were almoſt 
all either drown'd or kill'd : In the mean 
time the whole Army paſs'd, and Antoni- 
nus after having firſt ſacrific'd, mark'd out 
his Camp between the two Rivers, and 
order'd the throwing up Retrenchments. 
The Barbarians being ſurpriz'd at his Suc- 
ceſs, diſpatch'd Ambaſſadors to him, but 
their propoſals proving too ſhort, Artoni- 
nus bid them ſound a Charge, and drew 
out his Men againſt the Enemy. The 
Thunder Legion again paſs'd the River 


firſt in the Emperour's Sight, and attackd 


the Jazygian Cavalry with ſo much Brave- 
ry, that they forced them to wheel off, and 
Ride for't. Upon this the Romans were 
Maſters of the Field, and Forage, and 
brought off a great many Priſoners and 
Cattle : And all the Neighbouring Inha- 
bitants ſent their Submiſſions to Antoninus, 
and beg*da Peace of him. He receiv'd all 
their e and having Intelligence that 
the great Men of their Country, were ac- 
cording to Cuſtom met in a ſolitary Place 
for Conſultation; he ordered his Troops 
to march, and mov'd with fo much ſpeed 
and Conduct, that he ſurpriz'd the Berbe- 


; rians 
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rians before they had any notice of his 
Approach. They were aſtoniſh'd at ſo un- 
expected a Sight, and being more amaz'd 
than frighted, threw themſelves at his 
Feet, The Emperour ſent them off into 
his Camp, and advanc'd with the beſt of 
his Forces to attack their Army, which 
was encamp'd between a Fen cover'd with - 
Reeds on one fide, and a Foreſt on the 
other. The fight was obſtinate enough, 
and the Romans Blood was ſo heated upon 
this Occaſion ; that after they had broken 
the Sarmatians, kill'd a great many of them, 
and ſet all the Country on Fire, they went 
Queſting with Flambeaux to pick up the 
Enemy that were hid in Foreſts and 
Marſhes. And here Aztoninns's Behaviour 
was ſo remarkably Noble, that *tis more 
for his Honour than the Victory it (elf : 
For he went in Perſon into the Woods, 
and amongſt the Reeds, to preſerve thoſe 
poor Wretches, encouraging them to truſt 
his Clemency, and ſurrender themſelves. 
All theſe Advantages were not ſufficient 
to put an end to the War ; there was ſtill 
wanting a more compleat Victory for a 
finiſhing ſtroke. But this was a hard mat- 
ter to come at, in regard the Barbarians al- 
ways fought with Reſerves, and would ne- 
ver venture their Fortune with their whole 
Force. Antoninus percetving the beſt pare 
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of the Seaſon was over, ſpar'd no pains to 
bring the Expedition to a Point : And 
therefore without loſing time in treating 
with Ambaſladors, ſent to him from all 
Quarters, more for Amuſement, than Sub. 
miſſion, he choſe rather to make up to the 
Place whither they had withdrawn their 
beſt Effects, and where their main Body 
lay encamp'd. This Enterprize was fo 
much the more hazardous, becauſe the 
March was long, the Ways almoſt Im- 
practicable, his Troops perpetually har- 
raſs'd by the Barbarians, inſomuch that 
they were forced to move very lowly, 
for fear of falling into an Ambuſcade, or 
fighting upon ill Ground for want of 
knowing the Country. But theſe Difficul- 
ties at laſt were all luckily got over ; And 


Antoninus came up to the Place where the 


Sarmatians lay encamp'd, between the Iſter 
which was frozen over, and a great Wood, 


And having concerted how to attack the 


Enemy in ſuch a Poſt of Advantage, he 
drew up his Army in Battalia, the Barba- 
rians did the ſame : And thus the Charge 
being ſounded, the Romans threw their 
Darts, and powr'd in upon the Enemy, 

who receiv'd them with great Courage, 
The Fight was long and ſmart, and the 
Romans being almoſt aſham'd to find fo 
much Reſiſtance, exerted themſelves with 
8 N 155 unuſual 
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unuſual Bravery, and preſs'd the Sarmatiar 
Cavalry ſo hard, that at laſt they were 
forced to give way, and retreat to the 
Iſter : And here making a ſtand upon the 
Ice, the Imperial Infantry came 1mmedi- 
ately up with them. And now the Fight 
was renew'd with greater Fury than be- 
fore; for the Enemy perceiving the Ro- 
mant not uſed to fight upon Ice, and ſcarce- 
ly able to keep their Feet, concluded they 
would not abide the Shock: Preſuming 
upon this Advantage they immediately 
rallied, and charged them on all ſides. 
Antoninus Infantry were ſhaken a little at 
the firſt onfet, and had been abſolutely 
loſt had not the Soldiers reliev'd them- 
ſelves by a new Invention in the uſe of 
their Shields : Theſe they threw upon the 
Ice to ſtand firm with one Foot; And ha- 
ving thus recover'd themſelves, they made 
head againſt the Enemy, ſeiz'd their Bri- 
dles, catch'd hold of their Bucklers and 
Lances, and pulPd them ſo cloſe to them, 
that at laſt they were drag'd off their Hor- 
ſes. For theſe Barbarians having but ſlight 
Armour were in no Condition to reſiſt the 
Romans, who were well arm'd Cap a Pie. 
In ſhort, of all this vaſt Number of Sarma - 
tians, but a ſmall Party eſcap'd, by run- 
ning off into the Foreſt, or into ſome Camp 
they had fortified, The Emperour not 
| „ loſing 
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loſing time in the purſuit of thoſe that fled, 
attack*'d them in their Retrenchments, and 
carried his Point notwithſtanding a ſtout 
Reſiſtance of the Enemy, who look d up- 
on theſe Poſts as their laſt Refuge and Se- 
curity, and defended them accordingly. 
After this Victory, Antoninus puts his 
Army into Winter-Quarters, and retired 


to Sirmium * himſelf ; that being the near- . Sn 
eſt, and moſt convenient Town for the in Hungary: 


Service of the War, During his ſtay here, 


he heard the Impeachment of Herodes, Þ + This He- 


rodes was 


proſecuted by Demoſtratus and Praxago- the famous 


ras in behalf of the Athenians; And like- Ning 


wiſe the Complaint Herodes preferr'd —— 


2 theſe Commiſſioners. They charg d aw 4+: 
erod with an Inſolent and Tyrannicalya«. 


Management in his Poſt,and having had an 
intimate Correſpondence with Verus, they 
made broad Signs as if he had been privy 
to the pretended Conſpiracy of that Prince 
to Poyſon Antoninus. On the other Hand, 
Herodes accugd Demoſtratus and Praxago- 
ras of an Attempt to raiſe the Mob upon 
him. Theſe Enemies of Herod were en- 
courag'd under-hand by the Quintilians, 
who having the Government of Greece, 
had a great Intereſt, and were glad of any 
occaſion, to revenge an Affront put upon 
them by Herod : For this Orator having 
formerly mentioned the great Honour, and 
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Promotion the Emperour had beſtow'd 
upon them, cited a Verſe from the 1l:ads, 
and made a Jeſt upon their Country by 
Alluſion, they being Originally of Troas, 
This Homer's Jupiter, ſays he, is not to be 
indur'd for loving the Trojans at this rate. 
This Jeſt did much more harm to him that 
ſpoke it, than to thoſe *twas broke upon. 


Philoſtr in For the Countenance of the P1intilians 


vit. Herod. 


Ph 1>ftr. 


was by no means unſerviceable to Demo- 
ſtratus, and Praxagoras , for 

The Emperour and the Empreſs admit- 
ted them ſeveral times into the Preſence, 
heard them upon the Subject oftheir Com- 
miſſion, and treated them with ſo much 
Diſtinction, that Herod took notice of it, 


not in the leaſt doubting, that Antoninus 


favour'd the Athenians in Complaiſance to 
Fauſtina, and at the Inſtance of one of his 
Daughters, who appear'd for them. Thus 
Herod being diſturbed with Jealouſy, and 
extreamly troubled for the loſs of two fine 
Slaves (whom he call'd his wr oa 
Juſt kill'd with lightning, being thus rut- 
fled to a degree of Rage and Impatience, 
away he hurries in the Morning to the 
Emperour, and behaving himſelf with a 
great deal of Paſſion, inſolently tells him, 
Thus I am rewarded for my Trouble with 
Verus, whom you ſent for InſiruFion to my 
Houſe ! Call you this Juſtice to ſacrifice me 
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to the Humour of a Woman, and a little 
Girl ? At this the Captain of the Guards 
was juſt ſtepping forward, either to take 
him by the Collar, or cut his Throat; 
but was prevented by Antoninus, who 
without either changing Countenance, or 
ſhowing the leaſt ſign of Diſſatisfaction, 
turn'd to the Athenians, and told them, 
Gentlemen, you may open your Canſe and go 
on with it, notwithſtanding Herod 7s not at 
preſent in the Humour to hear you: Demo- 
ſtratus 3 and argued with ſo much 
Force, that he drew Tears from the Em- 


perour, who finding the Manumis'd Slaves. 


of Herod moſt in fault, let all his Diſplea- 
ſure fall there, tho according to his uſual 
Clemency, he did not go to the Rigour of 
the Caſe with them neither: The Father 
of the two youig Women, that were kill'd 
with Lightning had his Puniſhment whol- 
ly remitted z for he was ſufficiently pu- 
niſh'd already, the Emperour ſaid, by the 
loſs of his two Daughters. En 
Thoſe who report that Herod was ba- 
niſt'd to Epirus, ſeem'd to miſtake his re- 
fiding a great while at Oricum in that Coun- 
try, for a Baniſnment; occaſion d by a 
long Sickneſs he was ſeiz'd with, at hisre- 


way can we reconcile this Exile with He- 
rod's Letter ſome little time after to the 
Emperour, 


turn from Pannonia. For in earneſt which * Hung. 
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Emperour, in which he takes the Freedom 
to Expoſtulate, why his Majelty did not 
do him the Honour of his uſual Correſpon- 
dence by writing? And telis him, that he 
bad formerly received three Couriers from him 
in a Day, and deſires to know whether that 
time was never to come again ? This Opini- 
on is farther confuted by Antoninus's An- 
ſwer, in which he calls Herod his Friend, 
and after having juſt mention'd his Winter 
Quarters, expreſs'd his Grief for the Death 
of his Empreſs, and given ſome Account 
of his own ill Health, he adds, I wiſh with 
all my Heart that this may find you well, that 
you would not queſtion the Continuance of my 


| Kindneſs, nor fancy I have done you any 


wrong by puniſhing ſome MalefaFors, who 
were uſed more favourably than they deſerv'd : 
Pray don't let this Matter trouble you ; and 


I have diſoblig'd you any other way, or given 
jou the leaſt Uneaſineſs; 7 


would have you de- 
mand SatisfaFion of me in Minerva's Temple 
at Athens, at the Initiating Myſteries 5 For 
notwithſtanding the Heat of the War, I am 
very deſirous of being Initiated there, and 
would gladly have the Ceremony perform'd by 
your ſelf. A Prince does not uſe to write 
in this manner to a baniſh'd Subject. 

As ſoon as the Spring came on, Antoni- 


nus not being willing to give the Barbari- 


ans time to raiſe new Forces, took the 
Field 
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Field to prevent them. And having paſsd 
the Danube he fought the Enemy ſeveral 
times and routed them; inſomuch that at 
laſt deſpairing to make Head againſt a Ge- 

neral ſo remarkable for Courage, Conduct, 
and Indefatigable Induſtry. They ſent to 
beg a Peace, and offer .him Hoſtages. So 
that now all his time was taken up in givs 
ing Audience to Ambaſſadors, and in re- 
ceiving a great many Kings who came in 
Perſon to do their Homage. The King o 

the Sarmatians, whom we may imagine 
was no {mall Prince, reſtor'd him a hun- 
der'd thouſand Roman Priſoners, which he 
had taken, and gave him eight thouſand 
of his Troops, the greateſt part of which 
were ſent away againſt the Britains. And 
here the Emperour adjuſted the Articles to 
the Temper of the People he ha1 to deal 
with ; and either rais'd or relax'd the Ri- 
gour of the Terms, according as he found 
the People more or leſs inclin'd to a Re- 
| volt: And now they were all diſpos'd to 
comply with what was put upon them; in- 
ſomuch that the Country of the Marcoman- 
ni, Quadi, and Sarmatians, had all been 
made Provinces of the Empire, if the News 
of Caſſins's Rebellion had not happer'd, 
who was ſo hardy as to aſſume the Impe- 
rial Stile, and ſet up for himſelf in Syria 
at the ſame time. This News was a ſur- 
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prize upon the Emperour, and rais d the 
| Spirits of the Barbarians 5 who waluing 
their Liberties much above their Honour, 
took Advantage of the Juncture, and obli- 


ged Antoninus to ſoften the Articles in a 


great Meaſure, and to make a New Treaty, 
much more in their Favour than that they 
had ſworn. And this in all likelyhood is 
the Reaſon, why Antoninus, contrary to 
his Cuſtom, omitted the recital of the Con- 
ditions of this Peace, in a Letter which he 
wrote to the Senate to acquaint them with 
his Proceedings. 2 
The Deſign of ſeizing the Empire could 
never have been projected by .a Perſon 
more likely to ſucceed than Caſſius. For, to 
give him his due, he was qualified in all 
Points proper for his Purpoſe. The Vic 
tories won by him in Armenia, Arabia, and 
Egypt, had gain'd him the Eſteem and Love 
of the Soldiers. To give ſome part of his 
Character; he was very ſtout in his Perſon, 
and firm to his Reſolution, admirable at 
Fatiguing, and no leſs a Libertine in his 
Pleaſures when he thought them ſeaſona- 
ble; prodigal of his own Fortune, and 
wild to make himſelf Maſter of another Bo- 
dies: His Qualities were govern'd by his 
Intereſt, and he was either Goodnatur'd, 
or Severe, Profane, or Religious, as occa- 
ſion ſervd. He had improv'd the Natural 
- | | Craftt- 
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| Craftineſs of his Temper by Practice, and 

| Pains : He had an extraordinary Talent to 
guild his Character, and cover his Defor- 
mities, to conceal Vice, and Counterfeit 
Virtue : He was the Man that reſtor'd the 
old Diſcipline in the Army, in the exact- 
ing of which he was ſo ſevere, that he 
calPd himſelf Marius the ſecond, and would 
never be perſuaded to pardon the leaſt Fault. ui. 

To give ſome Inſtances of his Rigour : 
He always executed his Soldiers immedi- 
ately, who took any thing by force from 
the Town where they kept Garriſon. When 
he had the Command of the Army in Ger- 
many, ſome of the Auxiliaries happen'd to 
ſurprize a Detachment of three thouſand 
Sarmatians, by the Danube, very much in 
Diſorder. Upon this Advantage they fell 
on, and cut them in Pieces: But Caſſius in- 
ſtead of Rewarding the Captains of theſe 
Companies, had every Man of them Cru- 
cified ; letting them know that they had 
no Liberty to fight without Orders. For 
how could they tell but that they might 
have fallen into an Ambuſh, and expos'd 
the Arms of the Empire to an Affront: 
Befides the Authority and Force of Diſci- 
pline muſt be loſt this way. This Severi- Vis. 
ty was look d upon a moſt Tyrannical piecetiy. Lid. 
of Cruelty, and occafion' . a terrible Muti- 
| Ya ny 
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muſt needs be invincible, 


catch'd in a Fault of this kigd, he would 


ny in the Camp. Caſſius hearing a Tumul- 
tuous Noiſe, ſteps out of his Tent unarm'd, 
and coming up to ſome of the moſt daring 
Mutineers, with a menacing Look, ſpeaks 
ſternly tothem, Soldiers, ſays he, you'd beſt 
murther your General, and add Villany to 


your Ungovernableneſs. This bold ſtroak 


frighten d the Soldiers, who are moſt afraid 
where they are leaſt fear d, and diſheart- 
end the Enemies; who concluding that an 
Army under ſuch exact Diſcipline, where 
even a Victory out of Rule was puniſh d, 

ble, made it their Bu- 
ſineſs to negotiate a Peace. hat 
_ Farther, Caſſius was the firſt who order'd 
the Hands of Deſerters to be chop'd off, 


or their Hams cut, and forbid the Soldiers 
carrying any other Proviſion but Bacon, 


Biſcuit, and Vinegar. He muſter'd his Men 
every Week, examin'd their Arms, and 


their Cloaths, and oblig'd them to be Ex- 


erciſed. For 'twas' a ſhame, he ſaid, fence 
Wraſtlers, and Fencers were always praiſeng 
in their Faculty, that Soldiers ſhould not be 
uſed to Training, who when they are kept in 


conſtant Exerciſe find it much more eaſy than 


otherwiſe : He would not endure any thing 
of Luxury, or unneceſſary Accommodation 
in the Camp: And when any Soldier was 


not 
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not ſuffer him to go into Quarters all the 
Winter : This Rigour in Diſcipline made 
Antoninus give him the Command of the 
Legions which Verus's Expedition had De- 
bauch'd in Syria ; upon this occaſion the 
erour wrote the following Letter to 
one of the Governours of his Provinces. 

I have given Caſſius the Legions which the volen in 
Luxuries of Syria and Daphne have made 
good for nothing, and which Ceſonius Vec- 
tilianus found perfectly emaſculated, and al- 
moſt drown'd in the hot Baths. I perſuade my 
ſel F you will like my Fancy, eſpecially ſince you 
know Caſſius to be a Commander of great 
Strineſs, and that he comes up to the Diſ- 
cipline of the old Caſſii. Tou remember the 
famous Verſe in Ennius, who was no ill Poet. 


Go back for Diſcipline to former times, 
Old Cuſtoms are the Nations main ſupport. 


All that I have to deſire of you is, that the 
Army may not want Proviſions, and if I un- 
derſtand Caſſius, I dare engage he'l give 4 
good Account of it. 

The Anſwer wrote by this Governour 
to the Emperour, will give us a farther 
light into _ Character and Reputation of 


* 
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Dia. 


Your Majeſty has made an Excellent Choice 
in diſpoſing the Legions of Syria to Caſſius 5 
For tis highly neceſſary that an Army de- 
bauch d by the e 4 of Greece, ſhould be 
put under 4 good ſevere General. In 3 
he'll quickly pull them out of their hot Baths, 
and perſuade them to fight without Noſegays, 


and Eſſences : The Provi ſions for the Troops 


are ready : Indeed there's no fear of ſcarcity 
under a good Commander; For in ſuch a Caſe, 
both the Demands, and the Expence, are uſu- 
ally very moderate. | 

This Caſſius notwithſtanding the Strict- 
neſs of his Government was born in Syria, 
a Country not at all remarkable for Sobrie. 
ty of Manners. He was the Son of that 


Famous Rhetorician, Heliodorus, who by 


the Strength of his Elocution was made 
Secretary of State to Adrian, and after- 
wards Viceroy of Egypt. 

Nov tho Fortune can't change the Cir- 
cumſtances of Birth, yet it often puts Men 
upon Projects in Genealogy. Caſſius was no 
ſooner mounted in his Station, but he be- 
fan to bethink himſelf of drawing a De- 

cent from that old Caſſius, who was con- 
cern'd in a Plot againſt Julius Ceſar : For 
in Heraldry the ſame Name oftentimes 


makes two Thirds of a Proof. Having 


founded his Pedigree upon this Pretence, 
| he 


"verſion heighten'd by a vaſt Ambition; 


* 
CY 


Marcus AnToNINus. 123 


he endeavour'd to fortify his Claim by a 
Conformity of Manners. Like old Caſſias, 

he always had an Averſion to the very 
Name of an Emperour; and ventur'd to ſay, 

That there was nothing more intolerable to the You: in 
State than t hir Title, which had this Particu- © 
lar unfortunate Circumſtance in it, that hewho 

went about to ſuppreſs it in another, was forc'd 

to take it upon ine Like his pretended 
Anceftor he valued himſelf upon his Incli. 
nation to reſtore the old Liberty: And uſed ia. 
to hint, That if the Gods would but Counte- 
mance à good Cauſe, the Caſſii would ſet up the 
Common wealth as high as ever. This A- 


— — 


and brought to an Expectation by ſome 
Knaviſh Fortunetellers, who are ſeldom q 
wanting in ſuch Caſes, had like to have | 
broke out in the Reign of Antoninus Pi- 
1. Caſſim, tho then very young, had 
form'd a Conſpiracy againſt him : But 
Heliodorus, a Perſon of great Prudence and 
Authority, ſtifled this Plot in the Birth, 


hoping time would qualify his Son's Heat, 


and make him Wiſer. Caſſiu, during his 
Father's Life, kept within Compaſs, and 
ſeem'd reform'd by his Advice, but this 
reſtraint, ſervd only to provoke Defire ; 
which at laſt grew too ſtrong to be man- 
ag d. The Emperour Verus when he went 
into Syria, was the firſt that diſcover'd his 
828 14 Deſign; 
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Deſign ; and being glad of an Opportuni- 
ty to deſtroy a Man, whoſe Exploits and 
Bravery, had made him ſomewhat Jealous, 
he wrote to Antoninus as follows ; 

Calſius, as I am well inform d, is making 
his way to the Throne, and going upon the Old 
Deſign diſcover'd in my Grandfather your Fa- 
ther's Reign. I beg of you his Motions may 
be obſeru'd ; nothing that we do can pleaſe 


him, and he is filling his Coffers at a mighty 


rate He makes a jeſt of our Inclination for 
Letters, calls you, old Philoſophy in Petti- 
coats, and me alittle Libertine. You ſee there- 
fore what you have to do; for my part, I have 
uo Spleen againſt the Man: But Jentreat your 
Majeſty to take care for fear you and your Chil- 
dren ſhould one day be ſenſible of the danger 
in continuing a General of his Temper, ſo much 
beloy'd, and ſo very abſolute in the Army. 

Antoninus imputing Veruss Suſpicion, ei- 
ther to his Jealouſy, or Diſaffection to 
Caſſius, return 'd him this Anſwer. 

Jread your Letter, and find it too full of 
Diſſidence aud Apprehenſion for an Emperour, 
and not at all ſaitable to the Character of our 
Reign. If the Gods have decreed the Empire 
to Caſſius, tis not in our power to prevent it; 
you remember the ſaying of your Grandfather 
Adrian, that no Man could kill his Suc- 
ceſſor But if his graſping at the Scepter 
is diſcountenanced by Heaven, . bell deſtray 
„ : dE. im 
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himſelf without our Cruelty ;, beſsdes, "twill 
look very oddly to try a Man without Evi- 
dence, and who, as you obſerve is ſo very much 
belov'd by the Soldiers. I may add, that in 
Caſes of High Treaſon, the Priſoner is gene- 
rally thought to be hardly uſed, when fairly 
Convicted. I ſuppoſe you han't forgot what 
Adrian w»ſed to ſay upon this Occaſion. That 
Princes were the moſt Unfortunate of all 
People, for no body will believe there's any 
Truth in a Conſpiracy till they ſee it Execut- 
ed. Tig true, this fine Sentence belongs to 
Domitian, but I rather chuſe to cite Adrian, 
becauſe the Sententions ſayings of Tyrants 
have not the ſame Weight and Authority, as 
thoſe which are delivered by a Good Prince. 
Let Caſſius then take his Humour, for to 
gipe him his due, he is agreat General, brave 
in his Perſon, and one that we can by no 
means ſpare as Affairs ſtand, As to what 
you inſinuate, that his Death is the only Se- 
curity for my Children; I ſay, if Caſſius's 
Merits out- ſbine theirs, let them ſmart fort; 
for if tis more the Intereſt of the Empire that 
Caſſius ſhould live, than the Iſne of Antoni- 
nus, I ſball never be concern'd about their 
Death. 
It appear'd by the Event, that Verus 
had made a right Judgment of the Caſe, 
and penetrated the Deſigns of Caſſius bet- 
ter than his Brother Emperour ; But 'tjs 
| common 
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common for Honeſty and good Meaning, 
to make too favourable Conſtructions up- 
on other Men. 
volat.in Antoninur was ſo beloved by the People, 
Capie that Caſſexs found the working of his Pro- 
ject a difficult Buſineſs; And notwithſtand- 
ing his Intereſt in Egypt and Syria he could 
never have made any Progreſs in the Mat- 
ter, had it not been for a Sham-Report of 
Antoninus's Death. Some were of Opini- 
on that this News was rais'd by himſelf, 
volat. and that Fauſtina perceiving the Emperour 
pizol. Dio. broken by Age, Fatiguing, and ill Health, 
that his Son Commod us was too young to 
. ſucceed him, and being afraid her Quality 
of Empreſs would not laſt, held a Corre- 
ſpondence with this Rebel; and by a 
ſtrange piece of Politicks, had awaken'd 
his Ambition, and made him the offer of 
her Perſon, and the Empire, which latter 
ſhe hoped to ſecure for her Children by 
this Contrivance. But there's no likely- 
hood Fauſtina would take ſuch wrong Mea- 
ſures, and indeed the Temper of Caſſius is 
enongh in all Conſcience go juſtify her. 
But let this be as it will, tis certain he pub- 
liſn'd the News of the Emperour's being 
dead, and that with all the Appearance of 
Grief and Mortification imaginable ; ad- 
ding withal, that the Army in Pannonia 
not believing Commodus old enough to 
govern, 
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overn, had proclaim'd him Emperour in 
is ſtead, This Pretence was ſufficient for 
Caſſius to ſet up with; who having given 
the chief Commands in the Army to his 
Friends, endeavour'd to ſecure himſelf a- 
ainſt Oppoſition, and in a little time made 
Fimſelf Maſter of all the Country from 
Syria to Mount Taurus; and at the ſame 
time he wrote a Letter ſomewhat in the 
form of a Manifeſto, to his Son * the Go- * or on i 
vernour of Alexandria; It runs thus. — 
Nothing can be more unhappy than « Go- | 
wernment which Cheriſhes ſuch an inſatiable 
| ſort of People as we are now peſter d with. 
Antoninus #s really a very good Man, only 
he ſtrains too much for the Character of Cle- 
mency, and ſuffers thoſe Wretches to go on, 
whoſe Misbehaviour he is fully convinc'd of; 
where's the brave Caſſius, whoſe Name we have 
the Honour to carry, tho without much Signi- 
ficancy at preſent £ Where's Cato the Cenſor ? 
What's become of the Diſcipline 7 our Ance- 
ſtor t? Alaſs ! It expired with thoſe great 
Men, and now we have ſcarcely the Manhood 
left ſo much as to think ont. Antoninus is - 
perfectly ſubdued by Philoſophy : He ſpends 
His time in reading upon the Elements, diſ- 
ſecking the Soul, and making fine Diſcourſes 
upon Decency and Juſtice, but as for the Go- 
vernment, that's the leaſt of his Buſineſs. In 
ſhort, you ſee there's nothing but Steel, and 
7 extreme 
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extreme Remedies can relieve us, and ſet the 
Commonwealth upon the old Foot. What do 
you think Dll endure ſuch Governours of 
Provinces as theſe are? If I may call ſuch 
Fellows Governonrs and Proconſuls, who 
fancy Antoninus, and the Senate give them 
' the Command of a whole Country, only to fill 
their Pockets, and ſupply their Debauchery. 
T ſuppoſe you have heard that our Virtuoſo's 
Captain of the Guards was but a mere Beggar 
Juſt before his Preferment ; and now all of a 
| ſudden his Fortune is ſwell'd to avaſt bulk - 
Aud which way can his Coffers grow thus 15. 
unleſs by preying either upon the Publ ict Re- 
venues, or Private Property ? Well ! I'm 
ot ſorry for their Thriving ; let theſe Spun- 
ges ſuch as plentifully as they, pleaſe, Thope to 
ſqueeſe them into the Exchequer ſhortly. Let 
but the Gods vouchſafe to Conntenance a good 
Cauſe, and the Caſſii will not fail to ſet up the 
Commonwealth as high as ever, | 
Martius Verus, Lieutenant General, who 
as Iobſerv'd, had a great ſhare under Caſſius 
in the Action, and Succeſſes in Armenia, ha- 
ving now the Government of Cappadocia, 
diſpatch'd away Couriers to Antonin, to 
inform him of the Revolt. The Emperour 
being afraid leſt Caſius ſhould by ſome 
Means or other, ſeize upon Commodus, or 
get him Murther'd, wrote privately to Rome 
for the young Prince to he convey'd to bin 
EET. 8 And 
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and endeavour d to conceal the News from 
his Army: But as ſoon as he underſtood it 
was divulg'd, that the Camp had taken the 
Alarm, and the Soldiers had Meetings about 
it: He order'd them to be drawn up before 
his Tent, and made a Speech to them as 
follows. | OM. 
.. '* Fellow Soldiers, My Buſineſs with you is 
neither to ſhow my Diſſatisfaction, nor 
make any Complaint : For why ſhould 
we be diſpleas d at the uncontrolable 
© Power of Providence: Tis true, to com- 
plain when one's ill uſed, as J am, is natu- 
.* ral enough. In earneſt, is it not a hard 
Fate to be perpetually embarraſs d, and 
_ © embroil'd, to ſtand always with ones 
Sword drawn, and be toſs'd from one 
* Tempeſt to another? Is it not a deplora- 
ble Buſineſs to be thus drag d into a Civil 
© War? But is it not ſtill a more lamentable 
* Confideration, that there's no ſuch thin 
as Fidelity in Nature, and that one of thofe 
Men whom I believ'd moſt firm to my 
Intereſt, ſhould take the Field againſt me 
without the leaſt Injury, or Provocation 
imaginable? At this rate what have we 
to truſt to? Where can Innocence and 
* Honeſty be ſecure? If I am thus ſerv'd, 
where is true Friendſhip, and Sincerity 
to be met with? Has not Good Faith ta- 
ken its leave, and what can we expect from 
ola | * Mankind 
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* Mankind after this? If the danger pointed 
at none but my Perſon, I would give my 
+ {elf little trouble about it, (for I don't 


pretend to be immortal ;) but now fince 


the Revolt is general, the ſtorm bears 
* down upon us all. I heartily wiſh Caſſzs 
© would come hither, and refer his Preten- 
tions, and make you; or the Senate Judge 
of them: For if after ſuch a Debate *twas 


_ * thought Serviceable to the Publick, I 


* ſhould willingly reſign to him without 


_ * ſtriking a ſtroak. *Tis only for the ſake 


© of the State that I have thus long har- 


raſs d and ventur'd my Perſon : Tis on- 
ly upon this Account that I have as it 


were baniſh'd my ſelf my Native Coun- 
try, and denied an old and infirm Bod 
the Conveniencies of [#aly, and that 


* can very ſeldom enjoy one eaſy Minute, 
either to Eat or Sleep in. But Caſſins will 
never conſent to this Propoſal. For how 
* can he truſt himſelf with me, after his 
* barbarous Uſage, and Breach of Faith? 
As for you, Gentlemen, you have great 


* reaſon to keep up your Spirits; for the (i- 
© liczans, Syrians, Egyptians, and Jews, were 
never yet your Equals in Bravery, nor 


ever will be, tho' they exceeded your 
Numbers as much as now they fall ſhort of 


them. Nay even Caſſius himſelf, as good 


22 General as he is, and after all the great 


Exploits 


F WT TM YO Res” Gian Trer, £1 WY: 
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* Exploits he has done, is a meer Cypher 
as things ſtand. For what can an Eagle 
* ſignify that has nothing but a Flock of 
© Pigeons to muſter, or a Lion that heads 
no other Forces but Fallow-Deer? Be- 
© ſides, tis you, not Caſſius, that beat the 
© Parthians, and Arabians; and granting he 


has gain'd a great deal of Honour in this 


© War, have you not Martius Verus on your 
* fide, not at all his Inferiour; and who 


© has contributed as much as the other to all 


* our Succefles in the Field? But it may be 
© Caſſans hearing me alive, has now repented 
his Attempt; for 'twas only the Report 
© of my Death which has made him thus 
Enterprizing. And ſuppoſing he ſhould 


© be obſtinate at preſent, when he has once 


© notice of our March againſt him; he'll 
© ſcarce ever have the Reſolution to Face 
© us. He'll be confounded between your 


Force, and my Preſence, and Shame and 
Fear together will make him drop his 
Sword. Fellow Soldiers; the only thing 


Im afraid of is, that Caſſzvs not having 


the Confidence to look me in the Face 


© ſhould make himſelf away, or that ſome 
other Body, underſtanding I'm going to 
fight him, ſhould do me this ill Office, 
and ſo deprive me of the moſt glorious 
Advantage of my Victory. And what 
Ene- 
my 
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«© my; tis to be True to a falſe Man, and to 


Dio Capi- 
rol. 24. 
Volcat. in 


Cafio. 7. 
EY 


continue his Friend that has broken all 


the Laws of Friendſhip. This, tis likely, 
© looks very Impracticable to you, but for 


all that I would not have you disbelieye 
it. For, Goodneſs and Generoſity haye 


© not ſo utterly forſaken the Earth, as not 


© to leave us ſome Remains of the Antient 


© Virtue. But if this muſt be counted In- 


© credible, I have ſtill the greater deſire to 
© it; To convince you by Matter of Fact, 
© of what you all thought impoſſible. And 
© by this means 1 ſhould gain the Satisfacti- 
© on at leaſt of ſhowing the World that 
the greateſt Provocations may be over- 
© Jook'd, and that tis poſſible to turn even 
©2z Civil War it felf to ſome handſom Ac- 
© count. PULSES I 7 "1 To: f s ; 
This Speech was ſent in'a Letter to the 
Senate, where oo was attainted of High 
Treafon, and his Eſtate forfeited to the 


* 


City Chamber, for the Emperour would not 
have it Hy, his Exchequer. In the 


mean time Commodus came to the Army 


and had the Tribunitian Authority granted 


him by Antoninus And now having pro- 


_ vided every thing ready for the marching 


his Troops, the Emperour went into Tal 
to take the Empreſs, and his other Chil- 
dren along with them. And being come 


as far as Mount Alba he wrote this Letter 


to the Empreſs. Verus 


| 
4 
e 
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7 


things t 
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Verus was in the right in the Advice he gige r 


Sent me of Caffius's Deſign to uſurp the Em- 

pire. 1 ſuppoſe you may have heard what fine 
ortune-tellers have promis'd bim. 

Pray come forthwith to Monnt Alba, and 

fear nothing ; For here I wait for you, and 

hope by the Gods Aſſsſtance, to diſcourſe with 

you Fe about our Affairs. 

auſtina wrote him this Anſwer. 

1 intend, acrording to your Orders to be 
at Mount Alba to Morrow; in the mean 
time I beg of you, if you have any Love for 

ldren, to make an Example of all 
theſe Traitors : For theſe Rebellions are an ill 
Preſident to the Officers, and Soldiers, who 
wi ec do your Buſineſs, unleſi you pre- 
dent them. oy: 


Fuuſtina being hindred by ſome Acci- 
dent from going to Mount Alba, the Em- 
perour wrote to her to come to Formi anum, 
and embark with him there, but being de- 
tain'd at Rome by their Eldeſt Daughters 
falling Sick, ſhe ſent him this Letter. 

When Celſus's Rebellion was on Foot, my 
Empreſt-Mother Fauſtina, deſired our Father 
Antoninus, to be kind in the firſt place to hit 


| own Blood, and Family, aud then if he had 


any Mercy to ſpare, to let Stratigers be the 
better for t. For indeed an Emperour can't be 


ſaid to be good Natur'd, 5 be takes care 
f bis Wife and Chil 2 | 


need not tell 


4 2 £, 


- Caſio. 16. 


* 


— 


1 he Life of the Emperour 


you of the Diſad vantage of your Son Commo- 
dus his, Minority, nor that your Son in Law 
dun kan. Pompeianus, is both in Pars, and 4 Fo- 
8 reigner Take care then how you manage your 
| Self with Caſſius and his Adberents. Noer 
Spare thoſe Rebels, who you ſee don't ſpare 
you; neither would therbagh any greater Ten- 
derneſs for me and my Children, if they ſhould 
| * their Point. 7 intend to jew 10 im- 
 mediately, Fadilla's falling ill has indred 
me in my Journey to Formianum, but if I 
can't reach you there, I hope to do it at Capua, 
volcat. in the Air of that Town I expect will ſet me and 
my Children up again. 7 defire you. would 
ſend me your Hy Soteridas to Formia- 
num; for really I have no Faith in Soſitheus; 
In my Opinion. he is but, a ſorry, Doctor, to 
| + Pulls. Preſcribe to @ + Child. Calphurnius has de- 
Yup liver d me all. your Letters with the Seals 
whole; if my Journey is delay d I write you 
an Anſwer, and ſend. it by our th Servant 
. Cxcilius,, who ſhall vers you by Word o 
Mouth what Caflius's Wife and Children, and 
Sen in Law talk of jon, and which I don't 
think convenient to commit to Paper. 
Calſſius, r too mich 
Senſe not to know there was no lleeping 
over Treaſon, puſh'd his Point, and endea- 
vour d to gain Greece to open his Paſſage 
the better into 1raly: And here foreſceing 
the Intereſt and Elocution of Herod would 


4 
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be ſerviceable to his Purpoſe, he left no 


Stone unturn'd to prevail with him, and 
to refreſh his old Diſguſt againſt Aztoninus. 
But Herod, without liſtening in the leaſt to 
his Propoſals, or ſo much as reading his 
Letters all over, return'd him this ſhort 
Anſwer, and indeed the only right one for 
Rll en 
Caſſius, hon art out of thy Wits, * 

' Caſſius was no luckier in other Places; 
he could not ſo much as ſhake the Allegi- 
ance of any Conſiderable Town, nor de- 
coy any Body to his Party, excepting ſome 
beggarly Libertines, Who were over Head 


and Ears in Debt, and Debauchery. This oe vac 


ill Succeſs began to make him lofe his Cre- 
dit amongſt the Soldiers; and thus after 
three Months, and fix days from his firſt 
Revolt, this Viſionary Reign concluded, 
and the Uſurper was kill'd by two of his 
Officers, His Head was brought tothe Em- 
perour at For mianum, as appears by his 
Anſwer to Fauſtina's Letter which ſhe 

wrote after ſhe had receiv'd the News of 


— 


Caſſins's Deatn. f 


7 "Tis impoſſible "dear Fauſtina, for atty Volen. in 
one to fr morcjendernd; and Affect 5 on : han Caſſio 12s 
Jou have done upon this ccaſion, for me and 


the Children. T have read your Letter at For- 

ianum over and over, in which yon adviſe 
me to puniſh the Caſſian Rebels. But for 
- 7 WS „ 
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my part I am reſolvu'd to pardon Caſſius ? 

' Wife and Children, and Son in Law; And 
am now going to. write to the Senate to per- 
ade them to moderate their Rigour, and 
not make too many Traytors, for there's no- 
thing that recommends a Roman Emperour ſo 
much as his Clemency, "Twas this Quality 
which made Julius Cæſar greater than his 
Vitories, and gave him and Auguſtus their 
 eMade  * Apot heoſisʒ and procur d our + Father, the 
+ anroninus Honourable ſurname of 1 could this 
Or Merci- Var have been ended as I would have had it, 
15 even Caſſius ſhould not have loſt his Life. 
Y Ne'er diſturb your ſelf, For, the Gods who 
love my Clemency will be ſure to protect 
„The En- me. I have nominated our Son in Law 

Me tem Pompeianus, Conſul for the enſuing Year. 

Eine . This Clemency was admired by ſome, 
_ volaz.in and cenſured by others: One of this latter 
* ſort took the Liberty to ask Antoninus what 
he thought Caſſius would have done if he 
had gotten the Victory. The Emperour 
replied, Ve have not ſerv d the Gods ſo neg- 
ligently, nor lived ſo ill, as to have had any 
manner of fear of being conquer d by Caſſius. 
Then he went on and inftanc'd in thoſe 
Princes who were either defeated by the 
Rebels in the Field, or privately'murther'd 
by. their Subje&s, ſhewing that they miſ- 
carried either by their-Cruelty, or their ill 
Conduct. Nero and Caligula, ſays he, ey 


il At th 
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thank themſelves for their Misfortune, Otho 
23 ius, 8 Courage * govern, and 
Gal rfeFly loſt himſelf by his Avarice ; 
e 444 | chat 1555 an 24 one Good 
Prince upon Record, who was thus ſerv d; 
That Auguſtus, Trajan, Adrian, and An- 
toninus Pius, had always the upper hand of 
| Rebels and Traitors, the greateſt part of whic 
were executed either contrary to their Orders, 
or before they knew on't. were very well, 
if this Maxim would hold; batalaſs! Since 
this good Emperour's time it has fail'd in 
a great many Caſes : I ſhall now give the 
Reader his Letter to the Senate upon this 
Occaſion, , 1 8 


My Lords, | 
ou have voted my Son in Law Pompeianus ven in 
Conſul, as a Teſtimony of your Satir faction for 8 
my Succeſs; Indeed his Tears deſerv'd this 
onour long fence, had not Perſons of extra- 
ordinary Merit appear d againſt bim; And 
where the State was ſo much indebted, 'twas 
but reaſonable to diſcharge the Obligation. As 
to Caſlius's Revolt, 7 intreat and conjure 
jou to wave the uſual Severity in ſuch Caſes, 
and not let me, or rather your ſelves, ſuffer in 
the Character of Clemency, by condemning any 
Perſon to Death. Let none of the Senatę be 
puniſb d, Let no Noble Blood be drm, Ne- 
cal the Baniſhd, and = thoſe under For fei- 
5 * 3 turg 
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ture enjoy their Eſtates : And ] heartily wiſh 
*twas alſo in my Power to bring the dead to 
Life again, and fetch them out of their Graves ! 
For I don't love an Emperour ſhould take Re- 
verge for himſelf: This Method tho' never ſo 
_ defenſeble is generally interpreted as over Ri- 
gorous. For theſe Reaſons, I conclude you 
will be willing that Caſſus's Wife, Children 
"and Son in Law ſhall have their Pardon. 
"Their Pardon ! Why ſhould I ſay that, fence 
they have done nothing to need it! Let them 


live then undiſturb'd, and be ſenſible they 
live under the Reign of Marcus Antoninus. 
Let their Eſtate, their Money, and their Far: 
viture be reſtor d; Let them be rich, and eaſy, 
aud go where they pleaſe, and wherever they 
Move let them carry the Marks of your Cle- 
menen, and mige about them, 
W Lords, Vi no great Inſtance of Good- 
MO TASS 3 344 LY: 5 ian did SIS30 „ „ 'Y; PR 
fete pardon the ours aug Lb drew of Eheſe 
. Attainted : I defire you would do ſomething - 
 . ore for my ſake than this comes toʒ protect I 
.beſeech you thoſe Senators and Gentlemen con- 
Keri in the Plot, from Executions and For- 
nnen, Fus, Fegr end Infuny, and from al 
Torts of Tiger. ends Difaduentage whate- 
ever: "and , be the peouliar Hapineſs of 
4 s YC ee enen. : 3 
my. Adminiſtration, that no Rebel 8 
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The reading of chis Letter was receiy'd s, 


with great Acclamations, and all the ſigns 
of Acknowledgment and Reſpe& imagi- 
nable. In the mean time the Emperour 
orderd Caſſiuss Head to be buried, and 
generouſly ſhewed himſelf troubled for his 
Death; and then continued his March to 
put an end to the Rebellion ; and bring 
the Eaſtern Army to their Duty. He be- 
Em with Egypt, and pardon'd all thoſe 
iTowns which revolted to Caſſius; And 
when he came to Alexandria, a very diſ- 
affected Place, he left one of his Daughters 
there, as a Security, that he was Friends 
with them. = 


Being arriv'd, at Peluſum he ſaw the casio 


Solemnities of Serapis perform'd there ; 
. which being frequented by vaſt, numbers 
from all Parts of Egypt, occaſion d a great 
deal of Debauchery and Extravagance : 
Therefore, without minding how the Peo- 


£20 ple would take it, who are generally Diſ- 


cConcerted at any Change in Religion; he 
put down theſe Holy Days, and order d 
that the Sacrifices to this Idol ſhould be 
offer d by the Erieſts in Private, without a- 
ny Concdurſe of the Multitude. And all 
the way of his Progreſs he viſited the Tem- 

ples, Schools, and ſuch * Places, 


inſtructing the People in a familiar conde- capiol. z6. 


ſcenſive manner: And explaining ſome of 
l |S the 
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the grand Difficulties in Philoſophy; inſo- 
much that where- ever he came, he was ex- 
tremely admir'd for his Senſe and Capacity, 

The firſt thing he did in Syria, was to 
burn all the Letters found in Caſſins's Ca- 
binet, that he might not be forc'd almoſt 


to hate any Perſon whether he would or 


no. Some are of Opinion that Martins 
Verus, whom the Emperonr detach'd for 


Syria, and for his Loyalty gave him the 
Government of that Province ; ſome ſay 


this Martius Verus burnt the Letters before, 
of hisown Head, declaring that the Empe- 
rour would like it: But it he ſhould be fo 
unhappy as to Diſpleaſe his Majeſty, he 
ſhould ſuffer Death very willingly to fave 


the Lives of fo many People: Such an In- 
_ ſtance of Goodneſs and Generoſity is rare» 


ly to be met with in a Heathon, or it may 
be in a Courtier either, N 


Towards the end of this Year Artoninus 
was proclaim'd Emperour the eighth time, 


4 


as appears by the Medals where the In- 


fcription Imp. VIII. is join'd with the XIX 
Tear of his Tribunitian Authority. 


Fauſtina died in this Progreſs at the 


Foot of Mount Taurus : Antoninus was very 


ſenfibly Afflicted at her Death; And the 


Senate imagining the Empreſs might have 


* 


ſowr'd his Temper againſt thoſe concern d 
jn the Reyolt, and that the beſt, way ta 
4. condolg 


6 
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condole with him was to ſacrifice ſome of 
his Enemies, thus they fell into a new fit 
of Puniſhing, out of Flattery, and over 
Complaiſance; Vices which oftentimes 
creep into thoſe Great Bodies no leſs than 
into the Breaſts of Private People. But pn. 
the Emperour being inform'd how the Se- 
| pate ſtood affected, ſent them a Second 
Letter, to let them know that their Seve- 
rity would only make his Trouble for the 
Loſs of the Empreſs the greater, defir'd 
that no body might be put to Death, and 
concluded with theſe Words, F cart pre- 
wail with you to ſpare the Lives of the Revol- 
tere, you] force me to wiſh I were dead my ſelf, 
But to prevent ſuch Rebellions as this 9. 
from coming over again, he made a Law 
that for the future the Government of a a 
Province ſhould be given to no Man that 
was born in it. if 6d 6 oh 
As concerning Caſſiuts Children none of vou in 
them loſt their Lives but the Eldeſt Me- Ce. 7. 
cianus, who being Governour of Alexan- 
dria, was kill'd there by ſome of his own 
Party, the (ame Day that his. Father was 
_  diſpatch'd in Syria. Heliodorus another of 
bis Sons was Tranſported * and forfeited. oh 
his Quality and Eſtate: The reſt were only =» &pwal | 
baniſh'd at large, and had their Fortune voi. . 
allow'd them, His Daughter Alexandra, 


ad her Hugband Drancienus, had the Li- 
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berty either to live at Rome, or go whither 
they pleas d. Antoninus took care to ſecure 
them in the Privileges of their Condition, 
and had ſuch a Regard for them upon all 
occaſions ; that once when they had a 
Cauſe of great Concern tried before the Se- 
nate, he forbad the other de to reproach |} 
them with the Misfortunes of their Fami- : 
_— % and fined ſeveral who had given them- 
ſelves too much Liberty in this Point. 
In the mean time the Senate, who per- 
ceiv d they could not make their Court to 
their Prince by their Rigour, endeavour d 
to do it by inventing ſome new Honours 
- Div. tao the Memory of Fauſtina. It ſeems the 
building her a Temple was not enough for 
them. They erected her a Golden Statue, 
and paſs d an Order that every time the 
Emperour went to the Play-Houſe, this 
Figure ſhould be placed in the Empreſſes 
Box, and that the Ladies of the firſt Quali- 
ty ſhould be ſeated round it. But they re- 2 
find ſtill farther upon the Old Model of | 
Flattery, and voted Antoninus and Fauſtina — 
two Silver Statues, placed them in Venuss 
Temple, and ſet up an Altar for them, 
upon which all the young Women, and 
their Bridegrooms were ordered to ſacriſice 
on their Wedding Dar. 
Capitol 26. Antoninus gave the Senate thanks for 
their Reſpect to him and * | 
| „ | being 


, 
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being reſolved to do fomething for- ber 
" fel, he fotmded a oF of ſingle Wo- 
men, whom he eld Funſtiniane, and 
maintain d them at bis Cn Charge, and 
built a Temple for dis Empreſs at the Vil- 
lage Where ſhe died: This Temple was 
* afterwards provided with a ſuitable Deity, 
it being conſecrated to Heliogabalus, onebf 
© the greateſt Monſters in Lewdneſs chat was 
ever heard of. 
After Autoninur had thus ſettled wer 
he made his way towards Rome. In 
return he ſtaid ſome time at Smyrna, and as 
every Body almoſt were crowding to pay 
their Duty, or get a ſight of him, He re- 


membred one Evening he bad not ſeen 


"Ariſtides . „ and was Afraid that Orator 
might take it for a Neglect: For twas one 
of the Emperour's Chief Maxims to pay a 


"diſtinguiſhing Regard to Men of Probity 
and Character, and to treat every Body 
according to their Merit. He acquainted 


bis Courtiers with his being uneaſy about 
this Matter, particularly the Quintiliant, 
- who had the Government of Greece : + They 


_afſur'd him, Ariſtide had not been there ; nne, 


for if be had, they wauld have diſengag d M MO 1 | 


him from the Crowd, and preſented him 
to his Majeſty : And the next Day they 


were as good as their Word, and brought 


him. As ſoon as Antonimu ſaw him, be 
ask d 
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ask'd him, - How comes it to paſs Ariſtides 
| that you make your Viſit ſo late? ene 
Ariſtides, I was buſy about a Point, and you 
know as well as any Perſon living, that when 
4 Man is warm in his Study, he can't endure 
to be interrupted. The Emperour being 
extremely pleas'd to ſee Nature thus open 
and undiſguis'd, asks him, And when may 
we hear a Diſcourſe from you then ? Ariſtides 
with the ſame Aſſurance, replies, IF yau 
pleaſe to give me a SubjeF to day, you ſhall 
bear to Morrow what I can ſay on t; for I am 
none of thoſe Extemporary People that venture 
to let fly what comes firſt at their Tongues end: 
m0, I love to work up my Things ſtrong ; but 
then Sir, ſays he, I beg leaue that all my 
Friends may make part of the Audience. With 
all my Heart, ſays the Emperour. But, Sir, 
replies Ariſtides, [have another Condition to 
throw in, tit that my Friends maybe allow'd 
0 Clap, and make as much Noiſe in my Com- 
| | mendation as if your Majeſty was not there. 
1 That, ſays the Emperour with a ſmile, ſball 
be perfectly at your Management. The next 
id Day Ariſtides made a Panegyrical 1 
. upon Smyrna, and came off with great Re- 
putation ; the Oration is Extant amon 
his Works. L x | 5 
From Smyrna the Emperour travel d to 
_ © Athens, wade had his Wiſh of being 
Initiated in the grand Myſteries of Vow. 
* the 
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the moſt ſacred and ſolemn part of the | 
Heathen Religion: Nothing could paſs vio . 
Muſter here but great Innocence of Life, 
and a Reputation without the leaſt Ble- 
miſh int. Thoſe who were admitted, 
were firſt examin'd in their Moral Qua- 
lifications ; by a Prieſt appointed for that 


Purpoſe. 


e was very kind to the Athenians, and Dio. r- 

did their Town abundance of Honour; he hdl. 
left them Profeſſors in all Sciences with = 
ore Salaries to ſupport them; made them 
Noble Preſents, and gave them a great deal 
of Privilege and Franchiſe. In his Voyage 
home he met with a terrible Storm, which 
had like to caſt him away. Upon his ar- 
rival at g e he put off his Soldiers Ha- 
bit, and made his Troops do the ſame, who 
during his whole Reign were never ſuffer d 
to wear Buff in Italy. 8 | 

He was receiv'd at Rome with all the 
Demonſtrations of Joy imaginable. * And pie 4: 
here at his firſt coming having been eight 
Years abſent he gave all the People eight 


pieces of Gold f a Man, forgave them all + The Ro- 
the Money they ow'd either to the City, n chr 


Chamber, or his own Exchequer, from ſixty an about 


wort 


Years upward, burnt all the Bonds and Evi- ren gu. 


dences of the Debt in the great Square or ing. 


Forum, gave his Son Commodus his Mans 


——_— 
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LW Hebit, dub d him Prince of the Youth, | mad 


Princeps 


Jovencaris him his Partner in the Empire, triumph'd 
nac - - . . : F) 
che Boys of With him and named him Conſul for the 


Sele next Year, and to honour his Conſulſhip 


T:j4, and the more, follow'd his Triumphal Chariot 


rally che in the Circus on Foot. After this, he re- 
Fon, onnex: tired to his Philoſophy for ſome time at 
ys Lævinium; This Study he uſed to call his 
Title de- Aſot her, and the Court his Step- Mother. And 


lign'd to 


ſuceed him. this ſaying of Plato was frequently menti- 


Philoſtr. 25 N | \ 
Arillid. On d by him, that the way to have a Nation 
Dio. Al iſtid. 


Tem Orar. Happy, was either to make their Philoſophers 


55 Kings, or their Kings Philoſophers, Not- 


withſtanding being well ſatisfied that a 
Conquering People in the time of Peace are 
apt to be fond of Publick Shews, and that 
in Prudence it may not be amiſs to gratif) 
them with fuch Amuſements, both to re- 
freſh their Spirits, and keep them from 
racking their Brains with Seditious Pro- 
jects, for theſe Reaſons he entertain d them 
with very Magnificent SpeFacles, tho he 
had no manner of Reliſh for theDiverfion 
himſelf. 8955 ug 8 
While Rome enjoy d the Advantage of 
Peace, and the Satisfaction of having by 


Emperour at home, Smyrng was miſerab} 
handled by Fire and Earthquake, the great- 
eſt part of the Inhabitants being buried un- 
der the Ruines. Ariftides wrote ſo mov- 
ing a Letter upon the Subject of this Mis- 
fortune 


Sass rr geo. mu me my Wh 


E( 


/ 
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fortune to the Emperour, that he could 
not forbear weeping as he read it; In ſhort, 
it made ſuch an Impreſſion upon him that 
he iſſued ont Commiſſions immediately for 
the raiſing a ſufficient Fund for Rebuilding 
the City, ordering a Nobleman to take care 
of the Buſineſs ; Inſomuch that the Acci- 
dent was in a manner retriev'd, and the 
Ton had noReaſon to regret the Loſs of 
her former Magnificence. The Townſmen 
being full of Acknowledgment for Ariſti- 
des, erected him a Statue of Braſs in the 
middle of the Market place: An extraordi- 
nary thing this, and of it ſelf enough to 
ſhew the Happineſs of the Times, when 
the Honour chiefly due to the Prince's Li- 
berality was all of it given away to the 
Orator's Rhetorick. Antoninus took this Op- 
portunity to reward the Citizens of Smyrna 
for their Loyalty, and the Service they had 
done him. For at the breaking oat of the 
Parthian War, when Atidius Corneli anus, bi. 
. who commanded in Syria was wound- | in 
ed and forced to retreat, the Army being Al 
quite routed, and the Baggage loſt; Smyrna i 
receiv'd the Soldiers with all the Humanity Li 
imaginable, buried Cornelianus who died | 
f his Wounds; and all the People ſtriving 
as It were who ſhould treat the Soldiers 
| beſt, gave them Cloaths, Arms, and Mony, 
a5 Vena ſium had done to thoſe who yr 
| rom 
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ti 


Capitol. 23. 


Capitol. 23. 
Dio. | 


from the Battle of Canna. The ſame Aſſi- 


ſtance which the Emperour gave upon this 


Occaſion to Smyrna, he had already be- 
ſtow'd in Italy, and upon other Towns 


elſewhere, which fell under the fame Fate, 


as Carthage, Epheſus, and Nicomedia. 
The Emperour's Expence in furniſhing 
out Shews, the Largeſſes he beſtow'd upon 


the People, the vaſt Sums he was out in 
Rebuilding Towns ruined by Fire, and 


Earthquakes, and the Cuſtoms and Impoſeti- 
ons which he forgave the Subject when his 


Neceſſities were moſt preſſing, are Argu- 


ments ſufficient to confute any Objection 
againſt his Liberality. Tis granted, he 
was a good Husband, and like his Father 


Antoninus Pins, manag'd his Revenues with 


Frugality enough; But when the Eaſe of 
People, or the Honour of the Empire re- 
2 it, he openꝰd his Hand even to Pro- 

igality: Being convinc'd that theſe are 
the only proper Occaſions for a Prince to 


be free of his Exchequer and that Avarice 


in ſuch Caſes is a very dangerous Quality. 


Nay, he uſed to ſay that when the People 


ſaw the Prince Liberal to the Publick, and 
thrifty in his Private Expence, they paid 
their Taxes more willingly, looking upon 
his Wealth in a manner as their own, and 


as a ſort of Fund, for the general Happi- . - 
neſs. The little Juſtice done to Antoninut 


upon 
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upon this Head, is not at all ſurprizing: 


The Bounties of Princes which have leaſt 


Diſcretion are commonly moſt taking with 
the People; whereas Prudence and Reaſon 
goes for Covetouſneſs with them: For they 
never diſtinguiſh between giving and ſquan- 
dring, and make their own craving Tem- 
per the Standard of Liberality : But after 
all, tis certain Rome never had a Prince 
more beneficert than Antoninus, who was 
alſo the firſt that built a Temple, to the 


Goddeſs preſiding over Good Turns, and ibid. 


which it may be was at that time of Day, 
the only Virtue unworſhip'd by the Ro- 
nan. Indeed Antoninus was the fitteſt Pers 
ſon living to introduce this new Devotion, 
conſidering he underſtood the Book- part 
of Obliging ſo well, and was ſo remarkable 
in the Practice of it. Towards the end of 
this Year we underſtand by the Medals, 
that he was proclaim'dEmperour theninth 
time 3 it being likewiſe the one and thirti- 
eth Year of his Tribunitian Authority. 
Fabia above- mention d, who had been 
Ferws's Wench, tho ſhe was his Siſter, and 
whoſe Ambition was little leſs than her Im- 
pudence; this Lady being willing to make 


the moſt of her tarniſhing Beauty, left no 


Trick untried to perſuade Autoninus to 
marry her. The Emperour under ſtanding 
het hetter than he had done Fuuſtius, an 

| Is ;. = K 
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1 


* Sect. 17. 


” beſides having no Inclination to marry, 


always put her off. Tis ſaid he took a Miſs 
or Concubine, to prevent the Inconveni- 
ence of a Mother in Law to his Children. 


Now tho' the Conſequence from Writing, 
to Life, won't hold without Exception, 


becauſe Mens Diſcourſe and Practice are 
not always of a Piece, yet ſince Antoninus 
Life was ſo exactly ſuitable to his Philoſo- 
phy, we may very well queſtion the Truth 
of this Paſſage ; And indeed the Falſhood 
of it appears plainly by his giving the Gods 
thanks in his firſt Book * #= being but a lit- 
tle while, in his Childhood, under the Man- 


agement of his Grandfather s Wench, Now tis 


highly improbable he ſhould bring his own 
Childrenwithin the danger of ſuch an Ex- 
ample, from which he reckons it a Bleſſing 
to have been quickly deliver d himſelf. 
I be Peace the Romans were ſo happy in, 
laſted ſcarcely two Years. The Seythians, 
and Northen People took the Field again, 


and attacked the Emperour's Vice-Roys, 


who were in no Condition to make any 


great Reſiſtance, This oblig d Antaniunt 
to prepare for another Expedition: Going 


therefore to the Senate he mention d a Sup- 


ply, which was the firſt time he had de- 
manded any new Tax. 8 


This Mony, had he been willing 
his Authority, might have been raisd by 
the 
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the Strength of Prerogative; But this was 


none of his Method: He was ſo Cond 
ſcenfive as to ſay the Emperours had nd 
Property of their own; and that the very 
Palace they lived in, belong d to tlie Lords 
and Commons. | L 

About this time he married his Son to 
Criſpine, Daughter to Brutu Valens, who 


. Had : been Conſul's the Wedding was kept 
like that of a private Perſon,” without any 
—_ Royal Grandeur, or Expence in't. 


Ta | „% n' * 1 The God- 
r this, he went to Belma's Tem: dels of Wap, 


A 
e, and performd the Ceremony of the 
art + This Cuſtom was very Antient, and 
only ptactis d upon a War beyond Sea; 
and againſt ſome very remote Country. 
The Emperour coming into the Temple 
took up the Bloody Lante which was kept 
there, and threw it over an oppoſite Co- 
lumn, in the Circus Flaminins, which point- 
ed toward the Enemy's Quarters. | 


The Romans perceiving their Emperour an. pax 


broken with Age and Fatiguing, ready to-“ 


ſet forward, and expoſe his Perſon to all 
the Hazards of anew War, and being afraid 
they might loſe this brave Prince, and the 


benefit of that admirable Prudence- too, - 


which was hot likely to out- live him; ha- 
ving theſe Apprehenſions they came in a 
y to the Palace, to defire him not to 
leave them till he bad given them ſome 
| a L 2 Rules 
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Rules for their Conduct; that in caſe the 
Gods ſhould take him to themſelves, they 
might have ſome Directions to ſteer by; 
and be enabled to hold on that Courſe of 
Virtue into which his Example had led 
them. Antoninus was ſo much affected with 
the Probity, and good Diſpoſition of this 
Addreſs, that he ſpent three whole Days in 
Moral Diſcourſes, explaining the greateſt 
Difficulties upon that Argument, and giv- 
ing the People ſome ſhort Maxims, to af- 
_ ſiſttheir Memory, and govern their Practice. 

In the beginning of Auguſt he left the 
Town, taking Commod us along with bim, 
and gave the Command of the Troops to 
Paternnus, The Scythians loſt the beſt part 
of their Forces in the firſt Battle, which 
was fought with ſuch Reſolution, that it 
laſted a whole Day. And now Antoninus 
was proclaim'd Emperour by the Army, 
the Tenth time, TOW. rho 
_ *Twere to be wiln'd we could give a par- 
ticular account of theſe laſt glorious Cam- 
pagnes, but ſince there's no Hiſtorian ex- 


tant to tranſmit the Detail, we muſt be con- 


tented to underſtand in General, that this 
War was no leſs Troubleſome than any of 
the former; that the King ofScythia behead- 


ed ſeveral of his Officers upon a Suſpicion 


of their holding Correſpondence with the 
Romans; That Antoninus fought a great 
» p | many 


3 
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many Battels very obſtinate and bloody, 
in which the Victory was always gain'd 
by the force of his Conduct, and the ex- 
traordinary Bravery of his Perſon; that he 
was always at the Head of his Troops in 
the hotteſt Service; That he Built and 
Garriſon d ſeveral Forts to keep the Coun- 
try in Awe ; And that in the beginning of 
March, when he was going to open his 
third Campagne, he was ſeiz d with a 
Diſtemper at Vienna, * which carried him · Some ſay 
off in a few Days. — 
Tis ſaid his Phyſicians uſed him ill, and bi- 
haſten'd his Death, to make their Court to 
Commodus : Dion Caſſius is poſitive in this 
Opinion, which if it be true, Antoninus 
had more Grounds for that Common Say- 
ing than he wasaware of : How many Rea- 
ſons, ſays he, will People muſter up to be rid 
of un; Thoſe who have had the greateſt ſhare 
in my Affection count my Life but a Grie- 
vance, and would be glad to ſee an End ont. 
Neither did he fail in the leaſt to practiſe Book to. 
his own Advice upon this Occaſion: Tis 
this; * However this Thought muſt not go ſo * ibid. 
deep as to ſower your Humour; You muſt keep 
your Temper, wiſh the World well, and part vs. 
friendly with every Body. This Rule, I ſay, 
was exactly obſerv'd by the Emperour; for 
the ſame Dion Caſſizs Reports, that he took 
a great deal of care to conceal the Cauſe 
"04 of 
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of his Death, that he recommended his 
Son to the Army; And that when a Tri- 


_ + There hune + came to him for the Word, he bid 


were fix of 


theſe Tei. him go to the Riſong Sun. TE 

clone n But Commodus being very young, and 

cv) Legi- having as yet given no Suſpicion of any 
| ſuch unnatural Barbarity, makes this Rela - 


tion look Improbable : Eſpecially when we 


: Herod. in conſider} Herodian's Teſtimony, by which 


7: it appears plainly that Commodus did not 
fly out into Vice and Diſorder till after his 
Father's Death. The Odium this young 

Prince; when he came to govern, drew up- 
on himſelf by his Cruelty, was the occaſi - 
on no doubt that Fame reported him a 
Parricide; (that ſo no fort of Wickedneſs 
might eſcape him;) People being general- 
ly willing to believe all the Ill of Princes 
which their latter Actions ſhew them capa- 

ble of doing. 0 5 
Io return. The Emperour's Sickneſs 
nad ſuch ill Symptoms, that his Recovery 
was quickly deſpair'd of. In this Extremi- 
zerodian.i ty which generally ſhocks the Fortitude of 

'** moſt Men, this Prince held up in his Spi. 

rit and Temper, and gave à noble Proof of 
the Farce of his Notions and Philoſophy. 
But notwithſtanding his Submiſſion to Pro- 
vidence reconciled e Death, yet the 
generous Regard he had for his People, 
gave him many a Melancholy aint 


— 
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This Anxiety encreas'd with his Diſeaſe, 
inſomuch that the Day before he died, his 


Mind ſeem'd reſtleſs and uneaſy. The 


Miſcarriages of thoſe Princes, who coming 
young to the Throne were too weak to go- 
vern their Fortune, and make Head againſt 
their Vices and Flatterers, were perpetual- 
ly in his Thoughts. The Scandalous Reigus 
of Nero and Domitian, made him more 
Solicitous: He was afraid his Son might 
make a falſe ſtep, and not keep his Feet 
where the Ground was ſo Slippery; that 
His Education might be loſt upon him, the 
Notions contriv'd into him miſcarry, and 
all the care of his Inſtructers prove inſig- 
nificant; In ſhort, he was afraid he ſhould 
grow Lewd,and Licentious,and provea Ty- 
rant to his People, inſtead of a Protection. 
On the other Hand, he ſaw his Northern 
Conqueſts but flenderly ſecur' d, that thoſe 
People were enclin'd to 2 Revolt, that the 


Enemy had their Swords in their Hand, and 


upon ſuch a Junure were the more to be 
fear d, for their having been often defeat - 


ed: He had therefore reaſon to be Appre- 


henſi ve leaſt his Death might bring all theſe 
Nations to a Confederacy againſt the Em- 


Pp and that taking Advantage of his 


south, and want of Expetience, they 
might make an attempt to retrieve their 
Fortune, and wipe out their former Diſ- 


grace. Being ſomewhat perplex d with 


L 4 theſe 
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theſe Thoughts, and floating between Hope 
and Fear, He order d his Friends, and Prin- 
cipal Officers to be brought in: When he 
ſaw them about the Bed, he bad Commodl us 
ſtand before them, and then raiſing him- 

ſelf with ſome Difficulty to fit up, he ſpoke 

to them in this manner. | 


nerds. I'm not ſurpriz d at your being troubled to 
u O g ſee mein this Condition Compaſſion om ane 
ll. 


vl. © ' Man to another, is very Natural; And thoſe 
Object. which ftrike the Sight are always moſt 
AﬀeTting : But I perſuade my ſelf your Con- 
cerm upon this Occaſion is ſomewhat more than 
ordinary: For the Regard I have always had 
for you, makes me reaſonably expe a ſuitable 
Return, And now Opportunity preſents. fair 
for us both ; For Me, that I may have the 
Satisfattion to be ſenſible my Eſteem and Af. 
feFion have not been miſplaced ;, For you, to 
maße your Acknowledgements, and ſhew 'you 
are not unmindful-of what you bave Receiv'd. 

' Tow ſee my Son here, who has been Educ a- 
ted under you, juſt Launching into bir Louth : 
This part of Life for a Prince eſpecially, is like 
putting to Sea in a Storm's where withaut 
Ballaſt and good Pilote, bell bein Danger of 
being over-ſet by bin Paſſiont, and ſplit upon 
. Some Rock or other; And therefore ſince he is 
going to loſe his Father, I hope that Relation 
will be ſupplied, and multiplied in you: Pray 
take care of bim in this dangerous Station, 
sal and let him never want good Connſel ; Put 
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him. in Mind, that all the Wealth in the 
World, is not ſufficient to ſatisfy the Caprice 
and Luxury of a Tyrant. And that a Prin- 
ce's Guards, tho never ſo Numerows, are but 
a ſlender Protection without the Love of the 
Subject That thoſe generally ſit longeſt, and 
moſt ſecure upon the Throne, who Reign over 
the Afecbions of the People, and govern more 
by Goodneſs, than Terror, For tis Inclina- 
tion and not Force, which keeps Loyalty firm, 

and makes Subjection go down eaſily. 15 ſuch 
Caſes People are Friend, not Flatterers, and 
never ſtart from their Duty. unleſs provok'd 
by Injury, and Ul- uſage. Tic true, tis a 
hard matter to Reign and be Regular; and 
to ſet Bounds to your Will, when your Power 
3s almoſt abſolute. If you ſuggeſt ſuch Things 

as theſe, and remind him of what he hears 
now, you'l both ſecure an Excellent Emperour 
for your ſelves, and alſo oblige my Memory in 
the higheſt manner imaginable, this being your 
only way to make it Immortal. . 

At this Sentence the Emperour grew 
Speechleſs, fainted, and fell back into the 
Bed ; and dying the next Day, was much 
lamented by thoſe of his own Time, and 
no leſs admir d by Poſterity. As ſoon as 
his Death was publiſh'd, the Army, and 
all Taly were mightily Afflicted at the News. 
So general a Mourning in earneſt was ne- 
ver ſeen. And never was Ropre in a grea- 
ter Conſternation. All the Happineſs and 

| h Glory 
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Glory of the Empire ſeem'd to expire with 
Antoninus; Their Grief expreſs d it ſelf in 
all the Varieties of Affection and Regard ; 
Some call'd him their Father, and others 
their Brother, ſome their brave General, 
ſome their Good-natur'd Emperour, their 
Prudent, Exemplary, and every way well 
qualified, and accompliſh'd Prince; And 
which is very extraordinary, among ſuch 
a Multitude of Commendors; there was not 
one Soul of them that over-ſhot his Cha- 
racter, or ſaid more of him than he de- 
ſerv'd. The Senate and Commons, made 
| him a God, even before the Solemnity of 
*The Em- his Funeral. And as if it had been a 
_ perous ſmall Matter to erect him a Statue of Gold 


Apotheo- 


us did not in the Julian Chappel, | + They branded 


Ihen fa all thoſe for a parcel of lewd, ungodly 

nl ws Wiretches, who according to their Cir- 

tae camſtances, had not either a Picture, or a 

Statue of Antoninus in their own Houſes. 

Thus in the fifty ninth Year almoſt com- 

| plete, died the beſt and greateſt of all the 

unn. Roman Emperours: || He reign'd nine Years 
Dorise, with his Brother Verus, and ten by himſelf. 

= "Twas great. bypplige for him he lived 

no longer: For by this means he was un- 

acquainted with the wretched Qualities of 

his Son Commodus,” who, for all manner of 

Wickedneſs, was one of the greateſt Mon- 

Fer in HR II. 
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The Emperour 
Marcus e Amoninus 
„ ens 

CONVERSATION, 
OR, 


Diſcourſes with Himſelf dn 


— 


BOOK I. 
I. HE Example of my Grandfather 
Verus gave me the Advantage of a 
candid and diſpaſſionate Temper. 
II. By the Recollection of my Father's 
Character, I learn d to be both Modeſt and }-amiv 
M WAY. | 
* 1. As for my Mother“, ſhe taught me* D. 
to have a Regard for Religion, to be gen- 
rous and open-handed, and not only to for- 
bear doing any Body an ill Turn, but not 
ſo much as to endure the thought ont. By 
Her likewiſe I was bred to a plain unexpen- 
five way of Living, and very different from 
the common Luxury and Liberties, of young 
People of my Qualiy. , 
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® Catilins 
Severus 


+ Quail 
fighting a- 
Anrients, 
like Cock- 


IV. I am to thank my Great Grandfather 
* for not running the Riſque of a Publick 
Education, for providing me good Maſters 
at home, and making me ſenſible, that I 
ought to return them a large and honourable 
Acknowledgment. | 

V. From my GovernourT learn'd not to 
over - value the Diverſions of the Race- 
Ground, and Amphitheater, nor to dote upon 
the Liveries and Diſtinctions of Jockeys and 
Gladiators, He taught me alſo to put my 
own Hand to Buſineſs upon ſar? wo to 
endure Hardſhip and Fatigues, and to throw 


the Neceſſities of Nature into a little Com- 
paſs. That I ought not to meddle with other 


Peoples Matters, nor be eaſy in giving Credit 
to Informers. i SE” 
VI. Diognetus gave me the Hint not to 


keep Quails for the Pit, + or beſtow my 


wong che PAINS and Inclination upon Trifles: Not 


ro be led away with the Impoſtures 'of 


Wizards and Figure-flingers, who pretend 


they can diſcharge Evil Spirits, and do 


ſtrange Feats by the ſtrength of a Charm. 


This Diognetus help'd me to the Faculty 
of bearing Freedom and Plaim dealing in 
others; brought me to Reliſh Philoſophy, 
and apply my ſelf to't ; and procured me 
the Inſtruction of rhoſe celebrated Men, 


Bacchins, Tandacides, and Marcianus. He 
likewiſe put me upon improving my ſelf 


by 


See ve 65 28 ot 
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by writing Dialogues when I was a Boy, 
prevail d with me to prefer a Couch cover d 
with Hides, to a Bed of State; and recon- 
cil'd me to other reſembling Rigors of the 
Stoick Diſcipline; - 140 ; 

VII. "Twas Ruſticus that firſt ſer me up-? A Se, 

on correcting my Humour, and bringing it on” 
to a better Stare: who prevented me from 
running into the Vanity of the Sophiſts, ei- 
ther by writing pretendingly upon Learning 
and Life, Haranguing upon Moral Subjects, 
or making a fantaſtical Appearance of being 
mightily taken up With Exerciſes, Diſcipline, 
and Buſineſs. This Philoſopher kept me 
from being ſmitten with the Charms of Rhe 
torick: and Poetry, from affecting the Ch 
rater of a man of pleaſantry, ot the Dreſs' 
and Mien of a Beau; or any thing of this 
kind which looks like Conceit and Affecta - 
tion. He taught me to write Letters in a 
plain unornamented Stile, like that dated 

from Sinueſſa ro my Mother. By his Inſtru-- 
ctions I was perſuaded to be eaſily reconcil'd 
to thoſe who had misbehav'd themſelves, 
and diſoblig d me. And of the ſame Maſter 
I learn'd to Read an Author carefully. Not 
to take up with a ſuperficial View, or reſign 
to every Noiſy Impertinent; but to look 
thro the Argument, and go to the Bottom of 
the Matter. And to conclude with him, he 
procur d me a Copy of Epicteius s * 2 


1 
a — — —— pine 
— a 195 


162 "Mancns Anrownus 8 


7255 pro VIII. Apollonins taught me to give my 
baby +5 Mind its due Freedom, and diſengage it from 
cher dependence upon Chance: And furniſh'd me 
with ſuch Precepts for Steadineſs and Ballaſt, 
As not to Flote in Uncertainties, or be at a 
Loſs about Deſign or Event; nor ſo much as 
to look towards any thing uncountenanc d 
by Reaſon and Taub: To maintain an 
equality of Tempet under trying Circum- 
ſtances, ſuch as 2 Se, acute 
Pains, and loſs of Children. To give him 
his alba his practice was a handſome In- 
ce, that a Man may be Maſter of his 
own — 1 — that he may be carneſt and 
eaſy, foree and unbend his Humour as o. 
ſion requires. To go on with him: The 
Heavineſs and Impertinence of his Scholars 
could ſeldom'throw him oft the Hooks. And 
as for bis Learning, and the peculiar Happi- 
neſs of his manner in teaching, he was ſo far 
from being ſmitten 1 himſelf upon this 
Score, that one e us perceive, he 
thought it one of the leaſt things which be- 
long d to him. This great Man The me into 
the true ſecret of managing an Obligarion, 
without either leſſening my ſelf, ot 
ateful to my Friend. 
. ThePhiloſopher Sextns nat 
Good Humour to me, and to make Nature 
and Reaſon my Rule to Live by. He alſo 
en endelinnd, or sand 
Aut! * 
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Authority were not inconſiſtent, but that 
2 Family might be govern'd with the ten- 
derneſs and concern of a Parent. By his 
Precedent I was inſtructed to appear with 
an unaffected Gravity, to ſtudy the Tem- 
per and Circumſtances of my Friends in or- 
der to oblige them. To bear with the ig- 
norant and unthinking ; to be Complaiſant 
and Obliging to all People, even up to the 
Smoothneſs of Flattery ; and yet at the 
ſame time not to ſuffer in ones Quality, or 
grow a jot the Cheaper for't. Converſing 
with this Philoſopher put me in's way 
bow to draw up a true, intelligible, and 
methodical Scheme, for Life and Manners; 
and never ſo much as to ſhew the leaſt ſign 
of Anger, or any other diſturbing Thought : 
But to be perfectly calm and indifferent, 
yet not in the latitude of letting my Fancy 
ſtand Neuter, and be unconcern'd fot the 
| Adbantage of others: However, he let me 
ſee in Himſelf, that a Man might ſhow his 
Good-will ſignificantly enough, without 
Noiſe and Tranſport, and likewiſe be very 
knowing, on this fide Vanity and Oſtenta- 


X. Alexander the Grammarian taught 
me not to be ruggedly Critical about Words, 
nor fall foul upon People for improprieties 
of Phraſe, or Pronunciation : But to ſet 
them right, by ſpeaking the Thing prop. 
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ly my ſelf, and that either by way of An: 


ſwer, Aflent, or Enquity ; or by ſome ſuch 
other remote, and Gentlemanly Correction. 
XI. Fronto my Rhetorick Maſter, obli- 


gel me with the knowledge of Men. For 


the purpoſe; That Envy, Tricking, and 


Diſſimulation, are the Character and Con- 


* of Tytanny; And that thoſe we 
| Top Quality, have commonly: not 
much of Nature in thgem. 

XII. Alexander the Platoniſt adviſed u me, 
that without Neceſſity I ſhould never pre- 
tend not to be at Leiſure to aſſiſt a Friend. 
Nor make Buſineſs an Excuſe to dechme 
the Offices of Humanity. - 


XIII. I learn d of Catullns * not to light 


a Friend for making a Remonſtrance, tho' 
it ſhould happen to be unreaſonable, but 
rather to retrieve his Temper, and make 
him Eaſy. That like Domrtins and Athe- 
nodotus, l ſhould never be backward to give 
an Honourable Character of thoſe who had 
the Care of my Education: And that I 
ſhould always preſerve an Hearty Affecti- 
on for my Children; without any little Jea- 
louſies of being ſupplanted, or overtopp d 
by them. 

XIV. I am indebted to Severus for the 


due regard I have for my Family and Re- 


lations, and for keeping this Inclination 
from growing too ſtrong for vt Raw 
Trut 
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Truth. He likewiſe made me acquainted 
with the Character and Sentiments of thoſe 
Celebrated Patriots and Philoſophers, Cato, 
Brutus, Thraſeas, Helvidius, and Dio; and 
gave me the Idea of a Commonwealth, in 
which the general Intereſt was conſider'd 
without Preference, or Partiality in the 
Conſtitution z And alſo of a Monarchy, 
where the Liberty of the Subject was prin- 
cipally regarded. To mention ſome more 
of my Obligations to him: Twas of him 
T learn'd not to grow Wiſe by Starts, and 
broken Fancies, but to be a conſtant Ad- 
mirer of Philoſophy and Improvement: 

That a Man ought to be Generous and Q- 
bliging; Hope the beſt of Matters, and ne- 
ver queſtion the Affection of his Friends: 
To be free in ſnewing a reaſonable diſlike 

of another, and no leſs clear in his own 

Expectations and Deſires; and not to put 
his Friends to the Trouble of Divining 
what he would be at. N 
XV. The Proficiency I made under Max. - anotet 
im was to Command my ſelf, and not to che. 
be overborn with any Impotency of Paſſion 
or Surpriſe. To be full of Spirits under 
Sickneſs and Misfortune. To appear with 
Modeſty, Obligingneſs, and Dignity of Be- 
haviour, To turn off Buſineſs ſmoothly as 
it riſes, without Drudging and Complaint; 
By obſerving the practice of this Maximus 
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I came to underſtand, a Man might man- 
age himſelf ſo as to ſatisſie the World, that 
there was nothing but Truth, Sincerity, and 
Fair play, in his Words and Actions: At- 
tain that Greatneſs of Mind, as not to Ad- 


mire, or Start at any Thing. Neither to Hur- 


ry an Enterpriſe, nor Sleep over it. Never 
to be'puzled, diſpirited, or lye Grinning at 
a Diſguſt, or Diſappointment. His way was 
to be neither Paſſionate, nor. over-ſuſpici- 


ous, Forward to do a good Turn, and to 
forgive an ill One, In ſhort, He feem'd to 
be always in the poſſeſſion of Virtue, and 
to have nothing which ſtood in need of 


Correction: And which is very remarkable, 
No Body ever fancied they were ſlighted hy 
him; or had the Courage to think them- 


ſelves his Betters z And to conclude with- 


him, another part of his Philoſophy was, 


© The Em- 


peror Auto- 
ninus Pins, 
who adopt- 
ed our Au- 


thor, _ 


to Publick Advanta 
Bodies Merit, or Misbe 


not to be taken with Raillery and Jeſting. 


XVI. In my Father's* Converſation and 
Management I obſerv'd a ſmooth and in- 
offenſive Temper with great ſteadinefs in 


keeping cloſe- to Meaſures: judiciouſly ta- 
ken: AGreatneſs proof againſt Vanity, and 


the Impreſſions of Pomp, and Power. From 


him a Prince might learn to love Buſineſs 
and Action, and be conſtantly at it. To be 
willing to Hear out any Propoſal relating 
„ ToO over-look no 
viour. .To under- = 


ſtand 


n 
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ſtand the Critical Seaſons, and Circumſtan- 
ces for Rigour, or Remiſſneſs; when *twas 
proper to take up, and when to ſlacken the 
Reinsof Government. To have no He- Smeet- 
Hearts, and Boy- Favourites: Not to ſtand 
upon Points of State and Prerogative ; but 
to leave his Nobility at perfe& Liberty in 
their Viſits, and Attendance : And when 
he was upon his Progreſs, no Man loſt his 
Favour for not being at leiſure to follow 
the Court. To debate matters nicely, and 
throughly at the Council-Board, and then 
toſtand by what wasReſolv'd on. To be con- 
ſtant to a Friend, without Tiring, or Fond- 
neſs. To be always ſatisfied and chearful : 
To reach forward into the Future, and man- 
age accordingly. Not to neglect the leaſt 
Concerns, but all without Hurry, or being 
. Embarraſs'd. Farther z By obſerving his Me- 
thods and Adminiſtration, I had the oppor- 

tunity of Learning, how much it was the 
part of a Prince to check the Exceſſes of 
Panegyrick, and Flattery. To have his Ma- 
8 and Exchequer well furnift'd. Tobe 
rugal in his Favours and Expences, with- 
out minding being Lampoon'd for his pains, 
Not to Worſhip the Gods to Superſtition 5 
Not to Court the Populace, either by Pro- 
digality, or Compliment z but rather to be 
Reſer vd, Vigilant, and well-pois d upon 
all Occafions, keeping things in a ſteady 
"8.9 | Deeos 
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Decorum, without chopping and changing 
of Meaſures. To enjoy the Plenty and Mag- 
nificence of a Sovereign Fortune, without 
Pride or Epicuriſm; And yet if a Cam- 
paign or Country happen to prove croſs, 
not to be mortified at the loſs of them : 
And to behave himſelf ſo, that no Man 
could charge him with Vanity, Flouriſh, 


and Pretendingneſs, with Buffooning, or - 


being a Pedant ; No, He was a Perſon Mo- 
deſt, Prudent, and well-weigh'd ; ſcorn'd 
Flattery, and Fooling, and was throughly 
qualified both to govern himſelf, and o- 
thers. In a word, he had nothing of the So- 
phiſt in him: And as for thoſe that were 
Philoſophers in earneſt, he had a great Va- 


lue for them, but without eee | 


thoſe who were otherwiſe. To go on wit 

him, He was Condeſcenſive and Familiar 
in Converſation; and Pleaſant too, but not 
to Tireſomeneſs and Exceſs. His Dreſs was 
neither Beauiſh, nor Negligent. As for his 
Health, he was not Anxious about it, like 
one fond of Living, and yet managed his 
Conſtitution with that Care as ſeldom to 
ſtand in need of the Aſſiſtances of Phy ſick. 
Farther. He never envy'd and Brow- beat 
: thoſe that were Eminent in any Faculty; or 
is ws Science ; either Orators; Hiſtorians, or O- 


derabl * | = 
fderable thers *, but on the contrary, encourag'd 


tion, for in the Reign of Adrian, an excellency of almoſt any kind; was ſometimes 
Capital to the Owner. Caſſins, Capitelin. n * ; them 


e .. dds Sa. 
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them in their way ; and promoted” their 
Reputation. He obſerv'd Decency and Cu- 


ſtom in all his Actions, and yet did not. 


ſeem to mind them: He was not Fickle 
and Fluttering in his Humour, but conſtant 
both to Place and Undertaking. AndT have 
ſeen him after violent Fits of the Head- 


ach, return freſh, and vigorous to Bu- 


ſineſs. He kept but few Things to him- 
ſelf, and thoſe were Secrets of Government. 
He was very moderate and frugal in Pub- 
lick Shews, Triumphal Arches, Liberalities, 
and ſuch like; being one that did not ſo 
much regard the Popularity as the Reaſon 
of an Action: Twas none of his cuſtom to 
Bath at unuſual Hours, or to be overrun 
with the Fancy of Building. to ſtudy Eating 
and Luxury; to value the Curioſity of his 
Cloaths, or the Shape, and Perſon of his 
Servants, Indeed his Dreſs at his Country 
Palaces was very Ordinary and Plain, where 
he would ſcarcely ſo much as put on a Cloak 
without making an excuſe fort. To take 
him altogether, There was nothing of Rug- 
gedneſs, Immodeſty, or Eagerneſs in his 
Temper. Neither did he ever ſeem to Drud 

and Sweat at the Helm. Things were dif- 
patch d at leiſure, and without being felt, 
and yet the Adminiſtration was carried on 
with great Order, Force, and Uniformity, 
Upon the whole ; part of Socrates's Cha- 
ne! M 3 racer 
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od Concu- 
bu. e. 


me an inſtance ho I ought to behave my 
ſelf upon the like occaſion. 


— 


racer is applicable to him; For he was ſo 
much Maſter of himſelf, that he could ei- 
ther Take or Leave thoſe Conveniences of 


Life with reſpect to which, moſt People 


are either uneaſie without them, or intem- 
perate with them. Now to hold on with 

ortitude in one Condition, and Sobriety 
in the other, is an argument of a great Soul, 
and an impregnable Virtue. And laſtly, 
when his Friend Maximus was Sick, he gave 


XVIL I am to thank the Gods that my 
Grandfathers, Parents, Siſter, Preceptors, 
Relations; Friends, and Domeſticks, were 
almoſt all of them Perſaas of Probity. And 


chat I never happen d to diſoblige, or miſ- 


behavemy ſelf towards any of them; not- 
withſtanding if my Humour had been awa- 


ken d, and puſh'd forward, I had been like- 


Iy enough to have miſcarried this way: But 
by the goodneſs of the Gods, I met with 
no Provocations to diſcover my Infirmities. 
-Tis' likewiſe” their Providence, that my 


Childhood was no longer manag d hy my 


Grandfather's * Miſtreſs ; that my Youth 
was-undebauch'd, and that I barr'd my Li- 


berty for ſome time in ſtanding clear from 
Engagements with Women: That I was 


obſervant of the Emperour my Father, and 


bred under him: who was the moſt proper 


Perſon 


„ 
: 
| 
- 
- 
* 
2 
if 
h 


Gentleman; and yet a& nevertheleſs, with» = 


Advances in Rhetorick, Poetry, and ſach 
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Perſon living to put me out of conceit with 
Pride, and to convince me, that Authori- 
ty may be ſupported without the Ceremo- 
ny of Guards, without Richneſs, and Di- 
ſtinction of Habit, without Torches “, Sta- To be 
tues, or ſuch othet Marks of Royalty and ri, aways 
State; and that a Prince may ſhrink him- i then 
ſelf almoſt into the Figure of a private vd 


nour peculi- 


— 


a m un Empe- 


all the Force and Majeſty of his Character ous and 
when the Government requires it. Tis the 
favour of the Gods that I happen'd to meet 
with a + Brother, whoſe Behaviour and 2 . 
Affection is ſuch, as to contribute both tore 
my Pleaſure and Improvement: Tis alſo de, abe 
their Bleſſing that my Children were nei. 4 d. 

ther Heavy in their Heads, nor Miſhapen 
In klleit Limbs: That I made no farther 


other Amuſements, which poſſibly might 
have engag'd my Fancy too far, had I 
found my ſelf, a conſiderable, Proficient : 
That without askin g, I gave my Gavernonrs 
that ſhare of Honour, and that ſort of Bu- 
ſineſs, which they ſeem d to deſire ; 150 
did not put them off from time to time wit 
Promiſes and Excuſe. That I had the Hap- 
neſs of being acquainted with thoſe ce- 
rw Philoſophers, Apolloniza, Ruſticus, 
and Maximns ; For having 2. clear Idea 4 
the Rules of Practice, and the true way o 
| | | 'M 4 Liv- 
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Living; and the Impreſſion frequently re- 
freſk'd ; ſo that conſidering the extraordi- 


nary Aſſiſtances and Directions of the Gods, 


tis impoſſible for me to miſs the Road of 


Nature and right Reaſon, unleſs by refu- 


fing to be guided by che Dictates, and al- 
moſt ſenſible Inſpirations of Heaven. Tis 
the Favour of theſe ſuperior Beings, that 
my Conſtitution has held out ſo well, un- 


der a Life of Fatigue and Buſineſs ; That TI 


never had any infamous Correſpondence 


* 


„ e With Benedlica or Th:odotus * ; And that 
bly atamous after ſome Amours, and intemperate Sal- 
the other a lies, I took up, and recover'd: That when 


Court Cata- 


I fell aut” with Ryſticus, as it frequently 
happen'd, I was not tranſported into any 
Act of Violence + That I had the ſatisfa- 
ion of my Mother's Life and Compaty a 
conſiderable while, tho' ſhe was very near 
dying when ſhe was Young,” To giye more 


Inſtances of their Bounty 3 Tis they that 


kept me from ſtanding in need of any Man's 
Fortune: And that when I was willing to 
Relieve the Neceſſities of Others, I was ne- 
ver told that the Exchequer, or Privy Purſe, 
were out of Caſh. And farther, tis from 
them that my Wife is Jo very obſequious, 
and affetionate, and ſo remote from the 
Fancy of Figure and Expence ; That I had 


choice of good Governours for my Childten ; | 
That Remedies were preſcrib'd me in? 
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Dream, againſt Giddineſs, and Spitting of 
Blood; As I remember it happen' d both at 


Cajets, and * Ch ryſa : That when I had as Town 


in Troas. 


mind to look into Philoſophy, I met nei- O <is. 


ther with a Pedant, nor a Knave to inſtruct 
me: That I did not ſpend too much time in 
Voluminous Reading, Chopping Logick, 
.or Natural Philoſophy : Now all theſe 
Points could never have been Compaſs d, 
and Guarded, without a Protection from 
above, and the Gods preſi iding over Fate 
and Fortune. | 

This was written in the Country of the * Qua- *In High 

. in = e 4ainſt then,” te 
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| member to put your ſelf 1 in mind 
N every Morning, That before Night 
; MN be your Luck to meet with ſome In- 
quiſitive Impertinent, with ſome ungrate- 
5 |, and abuliye Fellow; with ſome Knaviſh, 
Envious or unſociable Churl or other. Now 
all this perverſeneſs i in them proceeds from 
their Ignorance, of Good and Evil: And 
fince its fallen to oY, ſhare to underſtand the 


* * « - 


Natural Beauty of a good Action, and the 


Doris of 15 One 3 ſince Lam ſatis- 
fied the Perſon, obliging is of Kin to me, 


my tho we afe not ju of che lame Fleſh 


and 
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and pump d out again, T 
+ DOG | : in gain, The 


and Blood, yet our Minds are nearly rela- 


ted, being both extracted from the Deity ; 


ſince I am likewiſe con vinc'd that no Man 


can do me a real injury, becanſe no Man 
can force me to misbehave my ſelf ; For 
theſe Reaſons, I can't find in my Heart to 
Hate, or tobe Angry with one of my own 
Nature and Family. For we are all made 
for mutual Aſſiſtance, no leſs than the Parts 
of the Body are for the Service of. the 
whole; From whence it follows that Claſh- 


ing and Oppoſition is perfectly unnatural ; 


v ſuch an unfriendly Diſpoſition is im- 
ply'd in Reſentment and Averſion. 
II. This Being of mine, all that's on't, 
conſiſts of Body, Breath, and that Part 
which governs: Now would you examine 


Four whole Compoſition ? Pray then let 


4 EY » 
* — 
1 1 
, 


ur Libraty alone, what need you puzzle 


our Thoughts, and over ratp your ſelf? 
To come'to the Enquiry : As for your Car- 
cafe, value it no more than if you were 
expiring, and taking Leave ont. For w 
is it in compariſon? nothing but a little 
paltry Blood and Bones; a piece of Net- 
work, wrought up 'ich a Company of 
Nerves, Veihs,” and Arteries twiſted toge- 
ther. In the flext places you ate to examine 
what fort of Thing your Breath is: Why, 
only a little, Air fuck d into Aar Tings, N 
ird part of 

your 


\ 
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your Compoſition is your Mind, which was 
made for Government and Authority : - 
Now here make a Stand; confider you are 
an Old Man : Don't ſuffer this Noble Part 
of you under Servitude any longer: Let it 
not be overborn with Selſiſh Paſſions ; Let 
it not quarrel Fate, be uneaſy at the Pre- 
ſent, or afraid of the Future. tt 
III. Providence ſhines clearly through 
the Adminiſtration of the World: Even 
Chance it ſelf is not withoutSteadineſs and 
Nature at the bottom; being only an Ef- 
fe& of that Chain of Cauſes which are un- 
der a providential Regulation: Indeed all 
Things flow from this Fountain: Beſides, 
There is Neceſſity, and General Conveni- 
ence that Matters ſnould lie as they do; and 
to ſpeak out, the Intereſt of the whole 
World, of which you are a part, is concern 'd 
in't. Now that which is both the Product, 
and Support of Univerſal Nature, muſt by 
conſequence be ſerviceable to every Part of 
it e But the World Subfiſts' upon Alterati- 
on, and what it loſes one way, it gets an- 
other ; For Generation, and Corruption, are 
no more than Terms of Reference, andRe- 
ſpect. Let theſe Reflections Satisfy you, 
and make them your Rule to Live by: As 
for Books, never be over - eager about them; 
Such a fondneſs for Reading will be apt to 
perplex your Mind, and make you Die Un- 
ir | pleas d: 
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pleas'd: Be ſure therefore to Reſign wil. 
lingly, and go off in Good Humour, and 
heartily thank the Gods for what you 
have had. Th 5472008 LS TH 4 

Iv. Remember how often you have poſt- 


pon d the minding your Intereſt, and ſlipꝰd 


thoſe Opportunities the Gods have given 
you. Tis now high time to conſider what 
fort of World you are part of, and from 
what kind of Governour of it you are De. 


ſeended: That you have a ſet Period aſ- 


ſign d you to Act in. And unleſs you im- 
prove it to Brighten and Compoſe your 


Thoughts, twill quickly run off with you, 


and be loſt beyond Recover. 


2 Take care always to purſue the Buſi- 1 


neſs in Hand with Vigour and Application; 
Remember your ſelf a Man and a Roman 3 
And let the Action be done with all the 
Dignity and Advantage of Circumſtance: 
Let unaffected Gravity, Humanity, Free- 
dom, and Juſtice/ſhine through it. And be 
ſure you entertain no Fancies, which may 
give check to theſe Qualities. This Task is 
very practicable if you will but ſuppoſe 
very thing you are upon your Laſt; If 
your Appetites and Paſſions don't croſs up. 
on your Reaſons If you ſtand clear of Rafh- 


neſs, and don't complain of your Deſtiny, 


and have nothing of Inſincerity, and Self- 


Lave to inſect you. Jou ſee hat a few 
Ng Foints 


r 
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Points a Man has to gain in order to a Hap- 
py, and Godlike Way of Living: For he 
that comes thus far, performs all which 
the Immortal Powers require of him. 

VI. In earneſt at this rate of Manage- 
ment thou uſeſt thy ſelf very coarlly ; ed 
neither haſt thou much time left to do right 
to thy Honour. For Life hurrys off apace: 
Thine is almoſt up already; And yet in- 
ſtead of paying a due Regard to thy own 
Reaſon, 'thou haſt placed thy Happineſs 
in the Fancies of other Men. 

VII. Don't let Accidents diſturb, or out- 
ward Objects engroſs your Thoughts, but 
keep your Mind quiet and unengaged, that 
you may be at Leiſure to learn ſomewhat 
that's Good ; and dont ramble from one 
Thing to another. There is likewiſe ano- 
ther dangerous fort of Roving to be avoid- 
ed: For ſome People are Buſy and yet do 
Nothing; They Fatigue and Wear them- 
ſelves out, and yet drive at no Point, nor 
propoſe any general End of Action, or 
Deſign. 
VIII. AMan can rarely miſcarry by be- 
ing Ignorant of anothers Thoughts, but he 
that does not attend to his own, is certainly 

B 
IX. The Reflections following ought al- 
ways to be at Hand: To conſider well the 
Nature of the Univerſe and my own; to- 


| gether 
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gether with the Communication and: Refs 


rence betwixt them + And in what degree 


of Proportion and Quality, I ſtand with 
reſpect to the whole 5 And that no Mor- 


tal can hinder me from Acting, and 


e ſuitably to the Condition of my 
being. _— 17 
X. Theophraftus 


in comparing the Degrees 


nb of Faults, (as we commonly ſpeak,*) talks 


becauſe the 


Stoicks e- 
fteem'd all 
Sins equal. 


| Thoughts in ſuch a Manner as if you were 


like a Philoſopher, where he affirms that 
thoſe Inſtances of Misbehaviour which pro- 
ceed from Deſire, are greater than thoſe of 
which Anger was the occaſion. For a'Man 
that is Angry ſeems to quit his Hold un- 
willingly, to be teaz d out of his Reaſon, 
and ſtart out of Rule before he is aware. 
But he that runs Riot out of Appetite and 
Pleaſure is ſway'd by a Libertine Principle, 
and appears a more ſcandalous Offender. 
The Philoſopher therefore was certainly 
right in pronouncing upon the Difference 
of the Caſe. For the firſt looks like an in- 
jured Perſqn, and is vext, and as it were 
forced into a Paſſion, whereas the other 
begins with Inclination; and commits the 
Fault with a Guſt. 18001 
XI. Manage all your Actions and 


juſt going to ſtep into the Grave; And what 
great matter is the Buſineſs of Dying 105 
SET EIT f ie tt | } 110 DIH1 e 
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the Gods are in Being you can ſuffer no- 

thing, for they'll do you no Harm: And if 

they are not, or take no Care of us Mor- 

tals; why then I muſt tell you, that a 

World without either Gods, or Providence 

is not worth a Man's while to live in. But 

there's no need of this Suppoſition 5 The 

Being of the Gods, and their Concern in 
Human Affairs is beyond Diſpute: And as 

an Inſtance of this, They have put it in his 

Power not to fall into any Calamity pro- 

perly ſo called. * And if other Misfortunes · The Ee 
(as we count them,) had been really Evils, ut no ban 


5 that no Man 
they would have provided againſt them is under 


too, and furniſh'd them with Capacity to genes 
avoid them. And here I would gladly know Aten. | 
how that which can't make the Man worſe 
ſhould make his Life ſo? To ſpeak clearly, 
I can never be perſuaded that the Firſt 
Cauſe can be charg'd' with the want of 
Power, Skill, orInclination; to take Care 
of theſe Matters. Or that Nature ſhould 
commit ſuch an Error as to ſuffer things re- 
ally Good, and Evil, to happen promiſcu- 
ouſly to Good, and Bad Men. Now Living, 
and Dying, Honour and Infamy, Pleaſure 
and Pain; Riches and Poverty, all theſe 
Things are the common Allotment of the 
Virtuous and Diforderly ; why ſo? Becauſe 
they have nothing of Intrinfick Creditable- 
neſs, or Scandal in their NY 
. re- 
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therefore to ſpeak properly, are neither 
Good, nor Bad. 908 
XII. A Mans Reaſon will eaſily convince 
him how quickly all Corporeal Things 
Moulder off, and vaniſh both in Appear- 
ance, and Memory; And are neither ſo 
much as ſeen, or talk'd of. The ſame Fa- 
culty will inform him of the Quality and 
Size of the Objects of Senſe, particularly 
thoſe which Charm us with Pleaſure, 
frighten us with Pain, or are moſt admir'd 
upon the Score of Reputation. A litcle 
thinking will ſhow a Man how infignifi- 
cant, deſpicable, and paultry theſe Things 
are, and how ſoon they wither and go off: 


?Twill ſhow one what ſort of Bulk thoſe 


People are off, upon whoſe Fancy and 


Good Word, the Being of Fame depends. 


Thus a Man may examine the Point of Dy- 
ing, which if once abſtracted from the Pomp 
and Terror of the Idea, twill be found no- 
thing more than a pure Natural Action. 
Now he that dreads the Courſe of Nature 
is a Child. Beſides there's general Advan- 
tage in the Caſe. * Laſtly, we ſhould con- 
ſider how nigh we are Related to the Dei- 
ty, and in what part of our Being, and 
what becomes of that Honourable: ſide, 
when the Compoſition is. braken. +, 
XIII. Nothing can be more unhappy 


than the Curioſity, of that Man that Ranges 


3171 every 


w RT” LOW 0 


Tt 
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every where, and digs into the Earth for 


Diſcovery ; That is wonderfully buſy to f 


force a Paſſage into other Peoples 
Thoughts, 4 dive into. their Boſom; 
But does not conſider that his own Mind js 
large enough for Enquiry, and Entertain- 
ment. And that the Care and Improvement 
of himſelf will affard him ſufficient Buſinefs. 
And how is all this to be done? Why by 
being neither Paſſionate nor Heedleſs, nor 
yet diſpleas d upon any account either with 
the Gods or Men. For as for the Gods their 
Adminiſtration qught to be Revered upon 


the Score of Excellency, and Station. And 


as for Men, their Actions ſhould be well ta- 
ken for the ſake of Common Kindred. Be- 
ſides, They are often to be pitied for their 
Ignorance of Good and Evil: Which In- 
capacity of Diſcerning between Moral Qua- 
lities, is a greater Misfortuge than that of 
a Blind Man, ho can't diſtinguiſh between 
White and Black. , adi: 

II. Suppoſe you were to Live Three 
Thouſand, or if you pleaſe, three Millions 


of Years, yet yon are to remember that no 
Man can loſe any other Life than that 
which he lives by, neicker is he poſſeſs d of 


any other than that which he Loſes. From 


ͤhenoe it folſows, that the longeſt Life, as 
We commonly ſpeak, and the ſhorteſt, come 
all ta the ſame ene. The Proof lies 


thus: 


— 
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thus: The Preſent is of the ſame Duration 
every where, and of the ſame Extent to all 


People; Every Bodies Laſs therefore is of 


the ſame Bigneſs, and reaches no farther 
than to a Poim of Time, For to ſpeak ſtrict- 
ly, No Man is capable of lofing either the 


Paſt, or tlie Future; For how can any one 
be deprived of what he has not. So that 
under this Confideration there are two No- 
tions worth the laying up; One is, that a 


little while is enough to view the World 


In ; for things are Repeated, and come over 
again apace: Nature Treads in a Circle, 
and has much the ſame Face throngh the 
whole Courſe of Eternity. ' And therefore 


it ſignifies not a Farthing, whether a Man 


ſtands gazing here an Hundred, or a Hun- 
dred Thouſand Years ; for all that he gets 
by it is only to ſee the ſame Sights ſo much 
the oftener. The other Hint is, that when 
the longeſt, and ſhorteſt *Lived Perſons 
come to. die, their Loſs is equal; For as I 
obſerve the Preſent is their AP,” and they 
kan Suffer no Farther,” 02000 
XV. Mozingus the Cynick Philoſopher 


_ uſed to ſay that all Things were but nicer 


Fancy and | : njon 2 pretendin there was 
no well Rate By the Teſt of Trath 


and Cettainty. Now this rallying Expreſli- | 


on may undoubtedly prove ferviceable, 
provided one does not turn Sceptick; and 
„ Ao 


. i oo Ion 
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XVI. There are ſeveral Ways of Beha. 
viour by which a Man may ſink his Quali- 
ty, uſe his Perſon very ſcurvily, and tis poſ- 
fible without being aware on t. And this in 
the Firſt place is more remarkably done by 
murmuring at any thing which Happens. 
By doing thus, He makes Himſelf a fort of 


an Excreſcence of the World, breaks off 
from the Conſtitution of Nature, and in- 


ſtead of a Limb becomes an Ulcer. Again, 
He falls under the ſame Misfortune who 
hates any Perſon, or Croſſes upon him 
with an intention of Miſchief, which is the 
caſe of the Angry and Revengeful. Third- 
ly, A Man Leſſens and Affronts himſelf 
when he is overcome by Pleaſure, or Pain: 
Fourthly, When he makes uſe of Art, Trick- 
ing, and Falſhood, in Word, or Action, 
Fifthly, When he does not know what he 
would be at in a Buſineſs, but runs on with- 
out Thought or Deſign; whereas even the 
leaſt Undertaking ought to be aim'd at 
ſome End: Now the End of Rational Be- 
ings is to be Govern'd by the Laws of Na- 
ture, and the Intereſt of the Univerſe; For 
theſe two, are both the oldeſt, and the beſt 
Rules, we can go by. P0126 #8 
XVII. The Extent of Human Life is but 
a Point; Matter is in a perpetual Flux: The 
Faculties of Sence, and Perception, are 
Weak, and * * The Body 
125 2 
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ſlenderly put together, and but a Remove 
from Putrefaction: The Soul a rambling 
ſort of a Thing. Fortune and Futurity, 
are not to be gueſs'd at; And Fame does 
not always ſtand upon Deſert, and Judg- 
ment. In a Word; That which belongs to 


the Body ſtreams off like a River; And 


what the Soulhas is but Dreamand Bubble : 
Life, to take it rightly,” is no other than a 
Campaign, or Courſe of Travels; and Poſt- 


humous: Fame has little more in't than Si- 


lence, and Obſcurity. * What is it then 
that will ſtick by a Man and prove fignifi- 
cant? Why, Nothing but Wiſdom, and Phi- 
loſophy. Now the Functions of this Qua- 
lity conſiſt in keeping the Mind from Inju- 


ry and Diſgrace ; ſuperior to Pleaſure and 


Pain, free fromStarts:and Rambling, with- 


out any Varniſh of Diſſembling, and Kna- 


very, and as to Happineſs,” h dent of 
the Motions of another. Farther,” Philoſo- 
phy brings the Mind to take things as they 


fall, and acquieſce'in the Diſtributions of 


Providence 3 In as much as all Events pro- 
ceed from the ſame Cauſe with it felf; and 
above all to have an eaſy Proſpect of Death, 
as being nothing more than diſſolving the 
Compoſition, and taking the Hements to 
Pieces. Now if the Elements themſelves are 


never the worſe for running off into one 
another; What if they ſnould 2 
a 7 and 


Art 
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and change their Figure? Why ſhould any 
Man be concern'd at the Conſequence? All 
this is hut Nature's Method; now Nature 
never does any Miſ chief. 
Written at Carnuntum * 4 Town of Pan- 
. — 1 or An, at bl 
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I. Wet oughe not only to 8 

that Life is perpetually wearing 
off, and in a Lirerat Confumptibns but al- 
ſgto conftder that if a Man $ Line ſhould 
happen'to be longer chan ordinary, yet tis 


uncertain whether Hs Mind will keep pace 
, with hi Tears, and afford him Senſe enough 
for Buſineſs, and Speculation,” and to look 


into the Nature: | Reaſons, and References, 
of Things both Humane, and Divine. Fot 
if the Underſtanding falls off, and che Man 


begiris toDote, what does be fignify?+/ Tis 


true che meer Ankmap Life ma . he 
may Breath 'and 3 and be furniſhed 


with peree ption aud Appetices But to make 


any propet uſe of himſelf, to Work his No- 
teln ee an y Cleatneſs and Confiſteney z to 
gate Dyty — anq Practice 
do Deceney and Exaftneſs ; to Know whes 
ther it ĩs time for him co walk ett Gf the 
Wok er not, & As to all theſe noble Fun- 
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a 


Ornamental. am Aﬀettiog.. Thus, ifa Man 


ctions of Reaſon, and Judgment, the Man 
is perfectly dead already. It concerns us 


therefore to puſh forward, and make the 


moſt of our matten for Death is continu- 


ally advancing; and beſides that, our Un- 
dada Ometimne dies before, ns, and 


then the true Purpoſes and significancy of 
Life are ar an Ed. — 


II. Tis worth ones while to obſerve that 
the leaſt defign'd — almoſt unbeſpoken 
Effects of Nature, are not without their 
Beauty: Thus, to uſe a Similitude, there are 


Cracks, andilittle Breaks on the Surface of a 


4 


Loaf, which tho' neyet intended by 
Ba ker, have a ſort of Agreeableneſs3n.th 
which invite the Appetite, Thus Figewhen 
they ate moſt ripe, pen and gape: And 


5 Olives: when they! fall of themſelyes and 


are near dechying; are -particularly;pretty 
to look at: To go on The bending, of an 


Earof Corm the Brom.ofa Lion; the Foam 


of a Boar; And many, other Things; if you 
take them Hogly, are dag enough; from be- 
ing bandſeme, 9 arniooy gon 
as parts of ſomewhat, * —— —_ rd 
with Reffarenae; an d$Gannexion Hare 


has but Inelination and Thought enaugh to 
examide the Produ of the Uziver re hell 


find the moſt unpromiſing Appearances not 


Lee. nn ànd that the more Wld 


2 9 * Ap- 
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Appendages have ſome what to Recom- 
mend them. One thus prepared will per- 
ceive the Beauty of Life, as well, as that of 
Imitation ; and be no leſs pleaſed to ſee a 
TygerGrin in the Tower, than ina Painter's 
Shop. Sueh a one will fad ſomething agree- 
able in the Decays of Age, as well as in the 
Bloſſom of Youth: grant many of theſe 
Things won't Charm us at; che; firſt Bluſh ; 
To Hronounce rightly, a Man muſt be well 
affected in the Caſe, and throughly acquain- 
ted with dhe Methods. and Harmony; of 
Nature. l 4 a> 410 757 234 
- TILnEippornaten bo cured fa,many Dit. 
eaſes 1 t able to Recovar,, himſelfs 
TheGheldeens who forgold oches Peoples 
Death; atfaſb met wich their © WR. = 
ender; Pompey, [md-Julins (Ae, 2 beg 
deſtroyed ſo many Towns, and Cut | 
many Thonſands in the Field,, were forc'd 
| at e off themſelves: Heraclitas 
who argued ſo much aut the World's be 
ing ſet Om Fire, peridhyd himſelf, A Cpun- 
ter: Element, and was Drown d ia ropſy. 
Desnmoritus was eaten up with; Lice, and 10 his ſto. 
Sreratge: was diſpatched by anothen fort of Ne, 
5 Vermin. And w hat are cheſs Inſtances for? the Emperor 
hy, ig ſhew what we maſt all come. to. = vg 
* — Tou are got Abroad, you have nt a 
karte your Voyage and your Port; Debark 
en e e more ado 5 if you bap- 
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de ey 


ble from His On 
Fre t to work Mis Mind 


tibet if your Sou Was this Taid open, 


pen o Ladd open another World, there 


will be. Gods enough to take care of you : 


But if it be your Fortune to drop ĩito no- 
thing z why then your. Virtue will be no 
more Glicied with Pleaſure and Paing then 
youll have done drudging for your Car. 
caſs: whereas as Matters go now the beſt 
Moyety of you has ſometimes the worſt 
Office: For if I mĩſtake not, the ore is all 
Soul, and Spirit, whereas the other, is but 
Dirt, and Pütrefndtion. 
© IV. For the Future, dor't ſpend your 
Thoughts upon other People, nnlefs' 
ate püt it by Oommon Intereſt.” 
ng inte foreigh Buſineſs, that is 
1 the Tah, Fancies, u Con- 
rrivances of another and: gueſſing ut the 
nn hy,of his ARtionss All this does 
Hut make han Rex, Hough —.— 
He | 


Hor the a ſuperfluous Link —— 
vf Theugbt; And môre eſpecially, te ſtand 
clear ot Curioſity, sad Malice, f His En- 


entry, And to Ce Home, and abe all 
ture z Et it be your way to think wpon 
- . _  h6thing, but what you'could 


frecty Diſco- 
put to you: $6 
there 
world nothing appear, "bat whittwas Sin- 


cere, 693 „„ 
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ver, if the Queſtion was 
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— b much as ns . — Lonriow 
Fa nothing of Litigiouſneſs, Envy, or 
unres nable Safpi cion, or e g elſe, 


t, without 
Bluſhing. A Man thus qualifted, may be al- 


lowed the firſt Rank among Mortals ; he is 
a fore of Prieſt, and Miniſter of the 'Gods, 
and makes a right uſe of the Deity within 

*him+z By the Aſſiſtance of which he is Pre e el 
ſerv a amlafected with Pleaſure, invultiera- the Soul er 
die againſt Pain z out of the reach of Tnju- — 
ry, and above che Malice of People. Th | 
he Wreſtles'for the nobleſt Prize, + ſtands? 4 Als 
firm on the moſt ſlipper Ground, and keeps rg 
tuls Feet ngaiaſt al his Paſfionsz To go on te cow 
with him. his Honeſty ĩs ri gde Sterling, and 
touches as well us it J 'he atways te. 
figns to Providence and ltvhisF ace wi b 
Pfeaſure: He never minds other Peoples 
Thoughts, or Actions, untels PablickRea- 
fon and General Good require it. No ; H 
fies himfelf to bis on Buſineſs, an 
contemplates upon his Polk” aud Station > 
And endeayouts todo the Firft as it ſhow] 
be, and believe well of the Latter: J fay « 
the Latter ;, for Fate is bath inevitable, 
And 'convenlerit; He confiders that all Ra- 
kional Beings are of Kin; ànd that Gene- 
ral Kindneſs and Concern for the whole 
World, is no more thin 3 of Huma- 
wy THEORY. a Opinion is not 


worth 
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of 


worth the gaining; but only of thoſe. who 
live up to the Dignity of their Nature. As 
fot others, he knows their way of Living, 
and their Company; their Publick, and 
their Private Diſorders; And why indeed 
ſhould he value the Commendation of ſuch 
People, who are ſo Vitious and Fantaſtical, 
as.not to be able to pleaſe themſelves ? 


V. Be not Haled, Selfiſh, Unadviſed, or 


Paſſionate in any Thing you do; Don't 
affect Quaintneſs, and Points of Wit: nei- 


ther Talk, nor Meddle more than is necef- 


ſary. Take care that your Tutelar Genius 


me ind, * Has a creditable Charge to preſide over ʒ 


or Poweis 
*Reaion. 


That you appear in the Character of your 
Sex, and Age 3 Ad like a Roman Empe- 
rqur, that loves; his Country,: and be ab- 
Ways in a readineſs to quit the Field, gt 
the firſt ſounding of the Retreat. In the mean 
time manage your Credit ſe, that you need 
neitherSwear you ſelf, nor. want a Voucbh- 
0 Let your Air be chearfulʒ depend xt 
upon Foreign Supports, nor heg your Hap- 
ne of another. And in a Word, never 
hri af away, your Legs, to ſtand upon 
7 te je . 2 4 4 4194 101 12 128.1 J 
"YT. If in the whole compaſi af Hamope 
Life,you find any thing preferable to Juſtice 
and Truth, to Temperance, and Fortitude,; 
To a Mind Self fatisfied with its ownRatig- 
nal Condabt, and endirely reg dto Fat 
abs 9 
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I ſay you know any. Thing better than this, 
never balk your Fancy, count it your Su- 
preme Happineſs, and makę the moſt ont 
you can, But if there is nothing more valu- 
able than that the Genias and Spirit within 


you * ſhould be Abſolute in its Reaſon, Ma- be S0 


ſter of its Appetites, enquire nicely into the 
Quality of an Object. If there's nothing 
more to be wiſh d than that with Socrates, 
it ſhould ſtand, off from the Impreſſions of 
Sence ; ſubmit to the Government of the 
Gods, and be helpful, and henevolent to 
Mankind ; If all things are Trifles with re- 
ſpect to this, don't divide your Inclinati- 
ons, miſplace your Thoughts, and weaken 
your Satisfaction, by any Foreign Purſuits: 
Rational Choice, and Benevolent Deſign; 
ſhonld never be check d. ut i you are for 
trying Tricks, and compoundiag the Mat: 
ter, If Popularity and Power, if Wealth 
and Pleaſure once ſtrike yout Fancy, you're 
gone Low (6) 47 4ry ine wil ene 
J qur Motions 3 and Ride you at Diſeretiog, 
Lenypur Choice therefore æum all ane way; 
and:þe bold, and reſolute er that which 
18 Bet. Now: Uſeſand Significancy, is the 
proper; Teſt of this Quality; So that the 
Queſtion will he-whetber;;a-Thing is fer- 
viecable to vonn Rational Capacity z If ſo. 
cloſe with the Offer; But if tis no more 
arne ant enge, ald your Hands 

* 90 | 
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And chat you may Diſtinguifh rightly, keep 
hi Judgment "re — d, and don't let i 
in the 6utfide of Matters. 
VII. Don't be fond of any Thing, or 

think that for your Intereſt, which makes 
zou break your Word, quit your Modeſty, 
be of aDifſembl log, Suſpicious, or Ontra. 

gious Humour z which puts you upon Ha- 
ting any Perfon, and enclines you to any 
Practice, which wont bear the Light, and 
166k the World in the Face. For he that 
values the Victue of his Mind; and theDip: + 
nity of his Reaſon, before all other Things 
is ealy, and well fortified, and has nothir 
for a Tragedy: +6 work onz Helametits un- 
der no Minforeabe, and wants neither $0- 
litude nor Company; And which is ſtil 
more, he neither flies Death, nor purſues 
it; dat is perfectly indifferent about the 
Length, and Shortneſs of his Life. And ir 
de Was to expire this Moment, the want ef 

Warning weuld not ſurpriſe him; Hed 
ndert le — bak go off with 
Beceney att Hotonr, Indeed, he 18 Tote. 
tous about Nothing but hig on Cod, 
atid For fear Be ſhould full in the Funcions 
of Reaſon, Prudence, and Generoſſtey 

VIII. I yeu examine d Man that Enz 


| 
| 
been well Ditplined by Phi oſophy ; yo A 
{ 


ind nothing that's Unſound, Foul, of Fulſe 


_ is him: Notlity thatsServile, Foppih/6t 
Re Fond; 


0 
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Fond; No ſelſiſn, no obnoxious, and ab- 
ſconding Practices: To give him his due, 
his Bufineſs is always done; His Life may 
be ſhort, but never imperfe& : So that no 
Body can ſay he goes off the Stage before 
the Play is quite Acted. 
- IX. The Happineſs of your Lifedepends 
upon the Quality of your Thoughts, there- 
fore guard accordingly : And take care that 
you entertain no Notions unſuitable to Vir- 
tue and reaſonable Nature; Now in order 
to this, you muſt be wary in your Aſſent, 
Obedient to the Gods, and Benevolent to 
Mankind. G1 | 
X. As for other ſpeculations, throw 
them all out of your Head, excepting thoſe 
few Precepts above mention'd; Remem- 
bring withal, that every Man's Life lies all 
within the Preſent; For the Paſt is ſpent, 
and done with, and the Fxture is uncertain : 
Now the Preſent if ſtrictly examin'd, is but 
a point of Time. Well then! Life moves in 
a very narrow —_— yes, and Men live 
in a poor Corner of the World too: And 
the moſt laſting Fame will ſtretch but to a 
ſorry Extent. The Paſſage on't is uneven 
and craggy, and therefore it can't run far. 
The frequent Breaks of Succeſſion drop it-in 
the Conveyance: For alas ! poor tranſito- 
ry Mortals, know little either of themſelves, 
or of thoſe who were long before _ | 
N . To 


— 
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XI. To the foregoing Hints you may add 
this which follows. And that is, to ſurvey 
and define every Object and Thought extra- 
ordinary; and that with ſuch Penetration, 
as to diſſect it throughout, pull off its Mask 
and Fucus, and view it in its naked Eſſence: 
To call the Whole, and the Parts by their 
true Names; and be truly informed of their 
Force and Nature, both Single, and in Com- 
poſition. For nothing is ſo likely to raiſe 
the Mind to a pitchof Greatneſs, as to bring 
Accidents, Perſons, and Pretenſions to a true 
Teſt. For inſtance, To be ready to tell ones 
ſelf, to what ſort of purpoſe this thin 
ſerves, and what ſort of World 'tis which 
1 makes uſe on't? what proportion of value 
| it bears to the Univerſe, and what to Men 
in particular; to Men I ſay, who are Citi- 
+ The 7zens of that great Capitol, in reſpe& of 
which all other Towns, are no more than 
ſingle Families. To return: My Buſineſs is 
to examine nicely into the preſent Object; 
to know what tis made on, and how long 
"twill laſt ; what Virtue it requires of me, 
and gives occaſion to; whether Fortitude, 
or Truth, Good Nature, or Good Faith, 
Simplicity, Frugality, and ſo forth; upon 
every Impreſſion and Accident, a Man 
ſhould be ready to pronounce, This was ſent 
me by Heaven, This is a Conſequence of 
Deſtiny ; This comes from Chance, _ 
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ruled by Providence; And this other was 
done by one of the ſame Clan, I Family,: 3 Bo 
and Corporation with my ſelf ; Tis true. © 
don't like the Uſage, but the Man was a 
Stranger to the Relation he ſtood in ; and 
knew no Better. But I am under none of 

this Miſtake, and therefore I will be Juſt, 

and Friendly to him, and treat him by the 
Laws of Common Society; for why ſhould 

any Man forfeit for his Ignorance, and loſe 

a Natural Right. However, as to Things In- 


different, | I ſhall take care to look into 1 The $- | 


them too, and rate them according to their « ig, 


reſpective Value. Smarty 
XII. If you will be on by Reaſon, fo<fy aud 
and manage what lies before you with In- 
duftry, Vigour, and Temper; if you won't 

run' out after New Game, but keep your 

Mind Stanch, and well Diſciplined, as if 

this trial of Behaviour was your Laſt: And 

then, if you will but ſtick to your Meaſures, 

and be True to the Beſt of your Self; and 

keep your Fears and Deſires from going 
farther : If living up toyour Nature, mind- 

ing an opportunity, and ſtanding boldly 

by the Truth : If theſe Things I fay will 
ſatisfie you, you may be a Happy Man; 

now if you are but willing, the World can't 
hinder you from doing all this. ED 
XIII. As your Surgeons have their In- 
ſtruments ready for ſudden Occaſions, — 


„ 
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be you always furniſh'd with Rules and 


Principles, to let you into the Knowledge 
aud Extent of Things Humane and Divine; 


for theſe Two have their Reference and 


Connexion with each Other. The conſe- 


* quence is, that your whole Practice ought 
to Turn upon this ſuppoſition : For with- 


out looking, into the Nature and Admini- 
ſtration of the Gods, you'l fail in your Be- 
haviour towards Men; and thus the Rea- 
ſoning holds backward, to the other ſide of 
the Argument. | 


XIV. Don't go too far in your Books, 
and overgraſp your ſelf. Alas! yan have 


D' Acier. 


no time left to peruſe your Diary, to read 


over the Greek and Roman Hiſtory, or ſo 


much as your own Common-Place-Book ; 
which you Collected to ſerve you when 


vou were Old: Come, don't flatter and 


deceive your (elf; Look to the main 


Chance, to the end and deſign of: Read- 


ing, and mind Life more than Notion : I 
ſay, if you have a kindneſs for your Per- 
ſon, drive at the practice, and help your 
ſelf, for that is in your own power. 
XV. Many People don't know the true 
Compaſs and Extent of Language : For in- 


ſtance, They an't aware in how many Sen- 


ſes the words to Steal, to Buy, to Sow, to he 


_ ot Quiet, may be taken; nor how much 


meaning the Duties of Life carry er 


heſe 


7 — 
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Theſe Actions are commonly either ſtrait- 
ned in the Notion, or miſapplied in tle 
End. To ſay no more on't, He that would 

view this Matter rightly, muſt think a lit- 
fle, and look inward. | 
XVI. There are three things which be- | 
long to a Man, the Body, the Soul, and 
the Mind: And as to the Þ Properties off rue En- 
the Diviſion, Senſation belongs to the Bo- f, . 
dy, Appetite to the Soul, and Reaſon fo facten 
the Mind. To have the Senſes affected, e Sand 
and be ſtamp'd with the Impreſſion of an S. 
Object, is common to Brutes and Cattle: 

To be hurried and convuls'd with Paſſion, 
zs the Quality of Beaſts of Prey, aud Men | 
of Pleaſure, of Libertines and Tyranrs ; n | | 


5 mentions "s 


of Atheiſts and Traytots, and of thoſe u 1 
who don't care what they do when no bo. 
dy ſees them; and fince theſe Qualities are 
both Coarſe and Common, lets find out the ſi 
Mark of a Mau of Probity: His diſtinction 1 
then lies, in keeping Reaſon at the Head 
of Practice, and being Eaſy in his Conditi- bf 


on. Tolive in a Crowd of Objects, with- LE ü | 

out ſuffering either in his Senſe, his Virtue, þ 
or his Quiet. To have a good utiderſtarid- | 
ing at Home, and be govern'd by that Di- þ 


vine Principle withiz him: To be all Truth 
in his Words, and Juſtice in his Actions: 
And if the whole World ſhould disbelieve 
his Integrity, diſpute his Character, and 1 
0 gqiueſtion x 


” » hd Th * V 
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3 Maxciis ANTON Nuss 
queſtion his Happinels, he'd neither take 
it ill in the leaſt, nor alter his meaſures ; but 
-purſue the Ends of Living, with all the 
Honeſty, Eaſe, and Refignation imaginable. 


: 
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— 
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W. the Mind Acts up N : 


* 
3 | htly Diſpos d, 
takes Things as they come, ſtari $ Toaſe in 
her Fancy, and Tacks about with her Cir- 


% 


_cumſkances : As for fixing the Condition of 
her Fortune, ſhe is not at all Solicitous'a- 
bout that. Tis true, ſhe is not perfectly In- 
1 different ſhe moves forward with a Prefe- 
| rence 11 her Choice; but then tis always 
| with a Reſerve of Acquicſcence, and being 
14 42 ot ONT ICE 1 RIS C0 at vas 
alin he Event. And if any thing comes 
grob, the falls to Work upon't, and e 
# ; Fire, converts. it into Fuel. For as this 
1 "Element when tis weak is cafily-put out; : 
00 but when once well Kindled, it ſeiſes upon 
| . what lies next, ſubdues it into its own Na- t 
| ture, and encreaſes by Reliſtance, . 1 1 
II. Let every Action tend to one Point, nw” 
and be perfect in its Kind... : 
Ill; "Tis the Coltom of People 0 88 co 
unfrequented Places and Country Seats for 4 
Retirement ;, And this has been your Me- 
thod formerly. But after all, this is but a 
4h Vulgar 


and is rightly D 
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Fancy. For 'tis in your Power to 
* into your ſelf whenever you have 
— tot. Now ones own Breaſt is. a 
place the moſt free from Crowd and Noiſe 
in the World, if a Man's Retroſpections are 
eaſy, his Thoughts entertaining, and his 
Mind well in Order. Your way is there- 
fore to make frequent uſe of this Retire- 
ment, and Refreſh your Virtue in't. And | 
to this End, be always provided with a 1 
few ſhort unconteſted Notions, to keep | 
your Underſtanding True, and make you 
eaſy in your Buſineſs. For Tnſtance, what 
is it that Troubles you? Is it 155 Wicked- 
neſs of the World, and the i 0 Rag ge ovu 
meet with? If this be your iſe, Qut 9 
with your Antidote, and cohſider, That 1 
Mankind were made for mutllal Advantage „ 
that Forbearance is one part of Juſtice, Ki 
that People misbehaye themſel py agaipſt 
their Will. * Conſider likewiſe, how many - $ b 
Men have embroyIchemilvs, and ents NR  . 
29355 Days in Ee and Animoffrics (opens 
and what. did they get by it? Why They route 
more Trouble and it may be, lefs.of ae. 
ile than they, would have had. Be Quiet 3 
tet 775 diſturb your far to. no | 
t.it may be the A | 
9 Tp the World does not ot wi vou; 7 . | 
out tather Noti Argus, thus. "i 
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If the Firſt, the Adminiſtration can't be 
_ queſtion'd ; if the Latter, there's no mend- 
ing on't. Beſides, you may remember that 
the World is as it were one Great City and 
Cotporation. But poſſibly the ill State of 
your Health afflicts you. Pray Reflect, 
your Soul does not lie in your Lungs, nor 
your Reaſon in your Breath, ſo that if you 
are ſomewhat Aſthmatick, or out of Or- 
der, *tis no ſuch great Matter. No, Not if 
your Mind will retire, and take a yiew of 
her own Privilege and Power. And when 
ſhe has done this, Recollect her Philoſophy 
about Pleaſure and Pain; And to which 
ſhe has formerly aſſented. Well ! It may 
be the concern of Fame fits hard upon you. 
If you are pinch'd here, conſider how quick- 
ly all things vaniſh, and are forgotten; 
What animmenſe Chaos there ſtands, what 
an Extent of Darkneſs and Corffufion z on 


of. Either ſide of Eternity. * Applauſe !- conſi- 


der the Emptineſs of the Sound, the Preca- 
rious Tenure, the little Judgment of thoſe 
that give it us ; and the narrow Compaſs 
tis confin'd to: For the whole Globe is hut 
a Point; And of this Little how Attle is 
Inhabited? And where tis Peopled, you'l 
have no Reaſon to Brag either of the num- 
ber, or Quality of your Admirers. Upon 
the whole; Don't forget toRetire into the 
Seat of your Reaſon; And above all _ 
: g 
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Let there be no Haling, nor ſtruggling in 
the Caſe, but move Freely and Oracefully, 
and manage Matters like a Man of Senſe 
and Spirit, like a Burgher of the whole 
World, and like a Creature that muſt die 
ſhortly. And among the reſt of your Stock, 
let theſe two Maxims be always ready; 
Firſt, That tis not Things, but Thouzbts,. 
which give Diſturbance z For Things keep 
their Diſtance, and Teaſe no Body, till 
Fancy raiſes the Spleen, and grows Unto-. ; 
ward, * The Second, is to conſider, that se goo. 
the Scene is juſt ſhifting, and fliding off into $597 
nothing: And that you your ſelf have ſeen i. 
aburidance of Great Alterations... Ina word. 
nerally 1 „the World is all Reyo- 
tion and Conduct + little better than! Se 7. 
Fancy. eee 1 A 
IV. If the, Faculty of Underſtanding lies 
in Common among; us all, then Reaſon, 
the Effect of it, muſb be commontoo; That = 
Reaſon, I ſay,, which Governs, Practice 
by Commands and Prohibitions. From 
whence we may conclude, that Mankind 
are under one Common Regulation; And 
if under one Common Law, they muſt be 
Fellow Citizens, and belong to the ſame 


Body Politick. From whenee twill fol- 
low, that the whole World is upon the 


Matter bat one common Wealth; For cer- 
tainly there is ng other Society in which 
. 
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Mankind can be Incorporated. Now'this 
common Fund of Underſtanding, Reaſdn, 
and Law, is a Commodity of this fame 
Country, or which way do Mortals light 
ont? For as the four Diſtindtious in my 
Body belong to ſome General Head, and 
ecies of Mat Ale r; For Inſtance ʒ The Ear- 
Part 1 e comes from the Diviſion 
of Earth ; he mars helongs to another 
Element The Airy FHeles flow from a 
Third 8 Prin, aud thoſe of Fire ftom one 
Point” te all the fotther. For by the 
| Norte can no rift produce Sores 
ting, thar mething can at into No- 
t ing exo? = In Proportion' ts the 


dler e, ih ves Cauſe, and pro- 


05 ga ner or other. 5 5 
WE 175 0 cieration are both 
Maſt cries 0 


atfre, ou rue ww hat reſem- 

Flo each h ocker: "For 1 dots hut un- 
twiſt th6fe- Elements, 7 the latter had 

wrought tögethe there's nothing 

that a Mad. eds be aſhamed of in all this; 
othig rh 7 his Neaſon may Digeſt; 

n ond: Yelults frotn b His make, aft — 
itvtio 1)! 2 I. \ 

VI. Places Humour are . 
of a Piece; Such Vfage from ſuch ſort of 
Mien, is in 4 manger f Mary : To be ſur- 
prizd at it, is in erlect ts Wonder at che 

| eager 


© Muontations, _—_ 37 
er er Quality of Vinegar. Pray; conſider fee 
— both you, and your Enemy are drop- — 


made this 


ping off, and that e ex long yous very Mex Kevexion | 

mories'will be extinguiſhed. 33 
VIE. Don't ſuppaſe you ate Hort, and“ * 

your Complaiut ccaſts, aud then 10 Dam- 

mages will beo done. 

VIII. That — not male aMan 

worſe, does not make him Live worſe ; And 

by conſequence he has no Harmby't either 

one way, or tother. 

IX. Nature was oblig'd to Att in this 

manner, for her own:;Conyenience; '  * 

N. Take notice that al Events + turn + Thi is 

upon Merit, and Congruity. | Which if ud ben 

you obſerve nicely;; you not only 755 x 

ceive a/Connexion between Cauſes and Ef 

fects, but a Sovereign Diſtribmion of Ju- f 

ſtice; which preſides in the Adwiniſtrati- 

on, and gives every Thiug it Dae. Go 

on with this Remaik; Aud jet all your 

—— anſwer the Character of a God 

mean a Goand Mani; in thoSnidneſs 0 

| — — of Philoſop hy. of 

NI. Iiſa Man Aﬀeonts you, dont go i in- 

to his Opinion, or Think juſt as He would _ 

hade you; No, look upon Things asRea- 

lity preſents them; and formy ür Judg- 

mem. according ly; 7 WW 

__ NIE Be always \ptavided With princi- 

ples for the following Purpoſes Firſt, To 


engage 


——_— 
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engage in nothing but what Reaſon Di» 


Rates,” whit the Sovereign and Legiſlative 
Patt of you ſhall ſuggeſt, for the (Intereſt 
of Mankind. Secondly: ; To be diſpoſed 


to quit your: * — and alter your Mea- 


6 ? The: gro- 


ity 3 and 
that 1: was 
abſorb'd in 
him atter 
Death. 

+ This 
thought is 
ro ſhew 

that * 
difference 
between a 
long an 
ſuort bif2, 


N wen a Friend ſhall give you Good 


Grounds for ſo doing. But then the Rea- 
ſons of changing your Mind ought to be 
drawi from the Confiderations of Juſtice, 
Publiek Good, or ſome ſuch Generous Mo- 
tive; And not becauſe it pleaſes your 
Fancy er promiotes your Reputation. 
XIII. Have you any Senſe in your Head? 
Yes + Why don't you make uſe ont then? 
For if this faculty does but do its Part, I 


can t ſee what 9 you need wiſh for. 


XIV. At preſent your Nature is Diſtin- 
l and ande apart ; But eder long 
you'l vaniſh into the hole: : Or if you 
** ſe yu be returſi d into that Active and 
Prolifek Rege- e you one: Be- 


ing.*s 0 T7 93 in 


XVewWhen n is 8 up- 


on the Altar, one Gtain uſually falls. be- 


fore another; but chen the Diſtahce of 


Time 18 Inſig ninahf Sanin. ac! 
XVI. The ſeeming Sirigularitics of. Ren: 
ſon quickly: wear off: Do but ſtick c 


=vc=ili, the Principles of Wiſdom, and tho > 4 


is inconii- 
derable 
with reſpeqt 


o _—_— 


take you now for 2 Monkey, or a Madman, 
will make a "Op you in a Weeks time. 


XVII. 


1 


* 
= 
* 
bun; 
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XVII. Don't manage as if you had ten 
Thouſand Years to throw away: Loox 
you; Death ſtands at your Elbow; make 
the moſt of your Minute, and be Good for 
Something, while tis in your Power. 
XVIII. What a great deal of Time and 
Eaſe that Man gains Who is not troubled 
with the Spirit of Curioſity : Who lets his 
Neighbours Thoughts and Behaviour alone, 
confines his Inſpections to himſelf ; And 
takes care of the Points of Honeſty and 
Conſcience. Truly as Agatho obſerves, this 
malicious, trifling Humour ought to be 
check d. In a Word, we muſt keep to our 
Own Buſineſs, for Rambling, and Imper- 
tinence is not to be endur d. 17755 
XIX. He that is ſo very ſolicitous about 
being Talk d of when he is Dead, and makes 
his Memory his Inclination, does not conſi- 
der that all his Admirers will quickly be 
gone. That his Fame will go leſs in the 
next Generation, and Flag upon the Courſe; 
and like a Ball that's Handed from one to 
another, twill be dropt at laſt; but grant- 
ing your Monuments and your Men immor- 
tal, what's their Panegyrick to yon, when 
you are Dead, and know nothing of the 
z matter? And if you were Living, what 
. would Commendation ſignify; unleſs for 
the convenience of Imitation? To con- 
Aude; if yon depend thus ſervilely * 
48% 3 ö the 
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the good Word of other People; you 128 act 


lot the 1 im- 


below your Nature, and neg 
rement of your ſelf. 
XX. Whatever is Good, has that Qua- 
lity from it ſelf; tis fniſbd by its own 
Nature, and Commendation is no 5 to | 
it. Why then a thing is neither better 
worſe, for being prais d. This holds! Yo 
cerning Things which: are call'd Good in 
the common way of ſpeaking as the pro- 
ducts of Nature and Art; what do you 
think then of that which deſerves this Cha- 
racter in the ſtricteſt Pro riety ? Do you 
imagine it wants any Thing Foreign 70 to 
compleat the Idea? What is >. Heb Opinion 
of Truth, good Nature and Sobriety? Do 
any of theſe Virtues ſtand in need of a good 
Word ; or are they the worſe for à had 
one i hope a Diamond will ſhine n&er 
che leſs for a Mans being lent about the 
-worth on't; Neither is there · any Neceflity 
of Ficuriſhing upon a piece of Gold hat 
'ferve the Intrinfick of the Mettal. 
| XXI. If Humane Souls have a Being . 
1 ter Death, which way has the Air made 
| Room for them from all; Eternity? Pra 
1 how has the Earth been Capacious enou 
to receive all the Bodies buried int? The 
RNeſalution of this latter Queſtion WH ſa- 
tisfy the former. For as a Corps after ſome 
continuanoe turns . and makes 
EU) Way 


\ 


ſides, We are not only to confider the vaſt 
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wy 2 another 3 So when a Man dies, 

and the Spirit 18 Jet looſe into the Air it | 
holds out for ſome time, after which it wears 

off and drops in Pieces. And when Things 

come to this Paſs, tis either Renew d, and 
Lighted up into another Soul; Vor elle ab- The Sto- 
ſorb'd into that of the Univerſe 3, And thus $oi a Con- 
they make room for Succeſſion. And this cada. 
may ſerve for an anſwer upon the pen 2 
tion of the Souls ſurviving — Body. Be- anne Ele. 


— 


number of Bodies difpos'd of in the manner 
above mentioned ; but what an inſinite are 
evety Day devourd by Mankind, andother 
Living Creatures, and as it were buried in 
their Stomachs 3 And yet by the Tranſ- 
mutation of the Food into Blood and Hu- 
mours and by the Conveyance of Perſpira- 
tion, there's enough. r now 
which way can a Man take 4 Proſpect of the 
Truth; and trate the Hiſtory of Nature? 

Why in order to this, you — divide the 

Thing in Queſtion, into. Matter, and 

Porn ? — — 


XXII. Don'trun Riot : keep your Un- non 5; 


gerftanding i + and ets Intentions 28 
Honeſt. | n 1 802 Bok 


XXIII. Whatever is agreeable to you, 5. , 
O Ozaiverſe||is'fo to me too. Tour Things , h. 
ure never Miftini'd. Your Methods are world te | 
koceptable, and * all Spring and ballet | 


Sum- s God. 


a 


——_— 
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For the greateſt part of hat we ſay a 


Summer to me! From Tor all Things pro- 
ceed, ſubſiſt in you, and Return to You. 
And if the Poet call'd Athens the City Be- 


loved by Cecropt, why mayn't the World be 


ſtyld the Favourite Town of Jupiter? 


XXIV. If you would Live at your Eaſe, 


ſays Democritus, Manage but a few Things. 
T think it had been better, if He had ſaid, 
Do nothing but what is neceſſary ; and 


what becomes one made for Society No- 


thing but what Reaſon preſcribes, and in 
the Order too ſhe preſeribes it. For by this 
Rule a Man may both ſecure the Quality, 
and draw in the Bulk of his Buſineſs; And 
have the double Pleaſure of making his 
Actions Good, and Few, into the Bar — 
being unneceſſary; If this were but once 
tetrench d, we ſhould have both more Lei- 
fure, and leſs Diſturbance. And therefore 
before a Man ſets forward He ſhould. ask 
himſelf this Queſtion ;- Am I not upon the 
Verge of -fomething unneceſſary and im- 


pertinent? Farther; We ſhould apply this 
Hint to what we Think, as well as to wha 


* 
n 1 1 


we Do; For Impertinence of Thought; 
draws Unneceſſary Action after it. 
XXV. Bring the Matter to an Iſſue, tnake 
an Experiment upon your ſelf, and examine 
oy you Proficiency in a Life of Virtue Try 


you can acquieſce. in your Fate;; and 
whe» 


* — 
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whether your own Honeſty, and Good Na- 
ture will content you. : 
XXVI. Have you ſeen one ſort of For- 
tune? Pray view tother too; ne er be di- 
ſturb d, but reduce your Perſoz to its na- 
tural Bulk, and be not Concern'd for more 
than belongs to you. Is any Man guilty of 
a Fault? Tis to himſelf then: Has any Ad- 
vantage happen d to you? Tis the Bounty 
of Fate: Twas all of it preordain'd you 
by the Univerſal Cauſe. Upon the whole; 
Life is but ſhort, therefore be Juſt, and Pru- 
dent, and make your moſt on t. And when 
you Divert your ſelf, be always upon your 
Guard. 42 
XXVII. The World is either the Effect 
of Contrivance or Chance; If the latter, 
tis a World for all that, that is to ſay, Tis 
a Regular and Beautiful Structure. No- 
can any Man diſcover Symmetry in his own 
Shape, and yet take the mr for an 
Heap of Rubbiſh? I ſay the Univerſe, in 
Which the very Diſcord, and Confuſion of 
the Elements, ſettles into Harmony and 
G | *This Se) 
XXVII. There are ſeveral ſorts of fcan- li d 
dalous Tempers, ſome Malicious, and ſome neg. 
effeminate, others Obſtinate, Brutiſh, and » 
Savage. Some Humours are Childiſh, and 
Silly : ſome Falſe, and others Scurrilous, 
ſome Mercenary, and ſome Tyraunical. 


XXIX. 


6 


* 


„ 


| 
1 


210 Marcus: ANTONINUS's 


— — 


XXX Nat toknow what's a the World, 
and not to know what's Dose in the World, 
comes much to the ſame Thing, and a 
Man is one way no deſs a Stranger, than 
tother. To proceed; He is no better than 
a Deſerter that renounces Publick Reaſon, 
and the Laws /of Providence. He is a-Blind 
Man, that Winks with his Underſtanding ; 
And he is a Beggar that is not furniſhed at 
Home, but wants the Aſſiſtance of another. 
He that frets himſelf Sore becauſe Things 
don't happen uſt as he would have them, 
is but a ſort of an ler of the World; By 
murmuring at the Courſe of Nature, be 
its the Univerſal Body, and gains only 
Ae Dita of a Diſeaſe. Never con- 
ſidletingthat the ſame Cauſe which produc- 
ed the difpleafing Accident, made him too. 
An laſtlyſhle that is Selfiſh, narrow · Soulf d, 
andi ſets up ſor a Separate Intereſt, is a kind 
of Voluntary Out -Lam, and Diſincorporates 
himſelf from Mankind. f 
XXX. This Philoſopher has never 2 
Waſteoat to his Coat, t other ne er a Book 
to Read, and a third is half naked, andyet 
Fhey are none of them diſcouraged One 
Learned Man has nothing for his Somach, 
2nor Another for his LeFures 3, However 
they are reſolved to ſtarve 9, and be Wiſe 
6 152 
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XI. Be ſatisfyed with your Buſereſs, 
learn to Love what you were Bred 
too: And as to the Remainder of your 
Life, beentirely refign'd, and let the Gods 
dio their Pleaſure : And when this is done, 
be neither Jade, nor Tyrant, to any Body. 
XXXII. To begin ſome-where, conſi- 
der how Buſineſs, Humour, and Fortune, 
went with the World in Veſpaſtan's Time; 
Conſider this L fay, and you'l find Mankind 
aft at the ſame pafs They are now. Some 
Log ing, and ſome concern'd in Educati- 
ſome Sick, and ſome Dying; ſome 
Fightin ating, wor and tome Feaſting; ſome drudg- 
e Plow, and ſome upon the Ex- 
0 . e; ſome were too Afable, and fome 
over-grown with Conceit; one was full of 
'Fealouſy, and tother of "Knavery : Here 
vou might find a parcel 'wiſhing for the 
Death of their Friends ; and there a ſedi- 
tious Club complaining of the Ties; ſome 
Loved their Wenthes, and ſome their Bags, 
ſome graſp'd at the Conſulſpip, and ſome at 


the Scepter. Well! All's over "ith that Ge- 


'neration long finte. Come forward then to 


the Reign o Trajan; now here yor't find 


'Mortals in the fame Circle of Buſineſs, and 
Folly, they were in before: But they ate 
all gone too. Go on with the Contempla- 
tion, and carry ĩt to other Timer and Coun- 
tries, And here yl fee ahuntlance of Peo- 


ple 


8 n 


—— 
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ple very Buſy, and Big with their projects, 


drop off preſently, and Moulder to Duſt 
and Aſhes; More particularly recollect thoſe 


within your own Memory, who have been 


hurried on in theſe vain Purſuits z How | 
'they have overlook'd the Dignity of their 


Nature, and thoſe better Satisfactions in 
their own Power. And here you muſt re- 
member to proportion your Concern to the 
Weight, and Importance of Buſineſs : Thus 
you be ſafe againſt Trifling, and part with 
Amuſements without Regret. | 
XXXIII. Thoſe Words which were for- 


merly current and proper, are now become 
Obſolete, and Barbarous. Alas! This is 


not all: Fame Tarniſhes in Time too 
And Men grow out of Faſhion, as well as 
Language. Thoſe celebrated Names of Ca- 
millus, Ceſo, and Voleſws are Antiquated ; 
Thoſe of Scipio, Cato, and 2 will have 
the ſame Fortune; and thoſe of Adrian, 
and Antoninus, muſt follow. All theſe 


Things are Tranſitory and quickly ſwallow- 
ed * Oblivion. I ſpeak K 


this of thoſe 
who have been the wonder of their Age 
and ſhin d with Unuſual Luſtre. But as 


for the Reſt, they are no ſooner Dead, 


than Forgotten. And if you could Perpe- 
tuate your Memory, what does Fame Ever- 
laſting ſignifie? Meer Stuff! What then 
is it, thats worth ones while to be 

rere 8 


r 


re neee 
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concern'd for > Why nothing but this; 

To bear an Honeſt Mind, to Act for the . 

Good of Society ; to Deceive No body; to 

foreſee the Worſt, and be contented with 
what happens, upon the Score both of the 

Cauſe, and the Neceſſity. . | 

XXXIV. Put your ſelf frankly into the 
Hands of Fate, and let her Spin you out 
what Fortune ſhe pleaſes. | 

XXXV. He that does a Memorable 
Action, and thoſe that Report it, are all 
but ſhort-liv'd Things. 4 

XXXVI. Accuſtom your ſelf to conſider, 
that whatever is produc'd, is produc'd by 
Alteration : That Nature Loves nothing ſo 
much as ſhifting the Scene, and bringing new 
Perſons upon the Stage. To ſpeak cloſely ; 
The Deſtruction of one Thing, is the Ma- 
king of another: And that which Sub#fs 

at preſent, is as it were the Seed of Succeſ- 
For, which ſprings from it. But if you 
take Seed in the Common Notion, and | 
Confine it to the Field, or the Garden, 
you have a dull Fancy. 

XXXVII. You are juſt taking leave o „ 
the World, and don't you know what you ö 
are, and what you are not? Han'tyou | 
done with unneceſſary defires ? Are you not 

| yet above Diſturbance and Suſpicion, and | 
fully convinced that nothing without your | 
own Will can Hart o_ ? Have you not 
yet 


.. AMR 
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yet learn'd to be Friends with every Body, 
and that to be an Honeſt Man, is the only 
way to be a Wiſe one? | 
© XXXVII. Tounderſtand the true Qua- 
lity of People, you muſt look into their 
Minds, and examine their Purſuits, and 
Averſions. +», | 
XXXIX. Your Pain can't lie in another 
Man's Head, neither can his Miſmanage- 
ment, be your Misfortune. Nay farther, 


the Declenfion of your Health, or the Ac- 
cidents in your Carcaſs need not affect you. 


Where then are you Paſhve and Vulnera- 
ble > Why in that Part of you that forms 
Judgments and Opinions of Things. Dan't 
imagine you are hurt, and you are Impreg- 
nable: Suppoſe then your fleſh was Hack'd, 
Sear'd, orPutrified ; for your Life, let your 
«4 Seical fancy lie ſtill : * That. is, don't conclude 
tae. what is common to Good, or Ill Men, can 
be Good, or Evil in its ſelf. For that 
which may be every bodys Lot, . muſt in 
its own Nature be Indifferent. 8 
XL. You ought frequently to conſider 


+The st- that the World is an Animal, + conſiſting 


ie ks believ- 


ed the Of one Soul and Body; that an Univerſal 
med, d Senſe. runs through the whole Maſs of 
tmarGod Matter. You ſhould likewiſe reflect how 
fi. Mature Acts by a Joynt Effort, and as it 
were altogether; And how every thing con- 
tributes to the Being of every thing: And 

ef | laſtly, 


* 
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laſtly, what Connexion and Subordination 
there is, between Cauſes, and Effects. 

XLI. Would you know what you are? 
Epicłetus will tell you that you are a Living 
Soul, that drags a Carcaſs about with her. 

XLII. Things that ſubſiſt upon Charge, 
and owe their Being to Inſtability, can nei- 
ther be conſiderably Good, nor Bid. de Bock 

XLIII. The World Hurries off a Pace, & ub. 
and Time is like a Rapid River: A Thin 
is no ſooner well come, but tis paſt ; And 
then another is poſted after it; And it may 
be at length, the firſt will return under an- 
other Appearance. 

XLIV. Whatever happens Here, is as 
Common, and well known as a Roſe in 
the Spring, or an Apple in Autumn: Of 
this kind are Diſeaſes, and Death, Calum- 

ny and Undermining; And ſeveral other 
Things, which Raiſe, and Depreſs the Spi- 
rits of unthinking People. 

XLV. Antecedents, and Conſequents are 
dexterouſly tyed together in the World: 
Things are not careleſly thrown on a Heap 
and joyn'd more by Number than Nature ; 
bat as it were Artificially inlay'd into each 
other. And as the preſent Set of Appear- 
ances ate very curiouſly contrived, fo thoſe 
upon the"Stocks are carried on by Rule, and 
come forward with great Uniformity. 

XLVI. The Elements are always ſhift- 

F' 3 ing 
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ing their Forms, and Tranſmuting into 
each other. Therefore don't forget the Say- 
ing of Heraclitus; That the Earth dies into 
Water, Water into Air, Air into Fire, and 
fo Backward. Remember likewiſe the Story 
of the Man that Travelled on, without 
knowing to what place the Way would 
bring him : And that many People conteſt 
the Point with that Reaſo that Governs 
the World, and with which they are daily 
Converſant : And ſeem perfectly unacquain- 
ted with thoſe things which occur daily. 
Farther, we muſt not Nod over Buſineſs, 
nor dream away Life, like People who fan- 
cy they are mightily employ d, when they 
are faſt in their Beds. Neither are we to be 
wholly govern'd by Tradition; For that's 
like Children, who believe any thing their 
Parents tell them. | Ee 
XLVII. Put the caſe ſome God ſhould 
acquaint you, you were to Die to Morrow, 
or next Day at fartheſt. Under this War- 
ning, you would be a very Poor Wretch if 
you ſhould ſtrongly ſolicit for the longeſt 


time: For alas! how inconfiderable is the 


difference ? In like manner if you would 
Reaſon right, and compute upon the No- 
tion of Eternity, you would not be much 


concern'd whether your Life was up to 


Morrow, or a Thouſand Years hence. 


XLVIII. 
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XLVIII. Conſider how many Phyſicians 
are Dead that us d to value themſel ves upon 
the Cure of their Patients; How many A- 
ſtrologers whp thought themſelves Great 


Men by foretelling the Death of others; 


How many Philoſophers have gone the 
way of all Fleſh, after all their Learned Di- 


ſputes about dying, and Immortality; How 


many Field-Worthies, who had knock'd fo 
many Mens Brains out ; How many Ty- 
rants who manag'd the Power of Life and 
Death with as much Pride and Rigour, and 
as if themſelves had been Immortal; How 
many Cities, if I may ſay ſo, have given 
up the Ghoſt: For Inſtance Helice in Greece, 
Pompeii, and Herculanum in Italy; not to 


mention many beſides. Do but recollect 
2 Acquaintance; And here you'l find 
eople Managing and making way for Fu- 


nerals 3 Mourning for their Friends, and 
giving Occaſion for the ſame Office them- 
ſelves. And all within a ſmall Compaſs of 


Time. In ſhort, Mankind are poor Tranſi- 


tory Things | They are one Day in the Ru- 


diments of Life, and almoſt the next, turn d 


to Mumie, or Aſhes, Your way is there- 
fore to manage this Minute Wiſely, and 
rt with it chearfully; And, like a ri 
ut, when you drop out of the Husk, be 
ſure to ſpeak well of the Seaſor, and make 
pw Acknowledgments to the Tree that 
re you, "Ps XLIX, 
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upon the Occaſion! For 


XLIX. stand Firm like a Rock, againſt 
which tho the Waves Batter, and Swell, 


they fall flat at laſt. How unfortunate bas 


this Accident made me, crys ſuch a one! 
Not at all! He ſhould rather ſay, what a 
Happy Mortal am ! for ng 9 unconcern'd 
eing neither 
ſhocked at the Preſent, nor afraid of _ > 
to Come. The Thing might have happe 
to any other Man as hs as my ſelf, — 
all that, every Body would not have — 
ſo eaſy under it. Why then is not the Good 
Fortune of the Bearing, more conſiderable 
than the Ill Fortune of the Happening? Or 
to ſpeak properly, How can that be a Mis- 
fortune to a Man, which is no Diſappoint- 


ment to his Nature > And how-can that 
croſs upon a Man's Nature which falls in 
with the very Intention and Deſign of it ? 


Now what Humane Nature, rightly diſ- 
pos'd, drives at, I ſuppoſe you are not to 


learn at this time of Day. To apply this 


derten, Does the preſent Accident hin- 
der your being Honeſt and Brave, Tempe- 


rate and Modeſt, Judicious, and Unſervile : 


&c. Now when a Man is furniſhed with 
theſe Good Qualities, the higheſt Notion of 


Him is finiſh'd, and his Nature has what 


ſhe would have. Farther z When any thing 
Far troubleſome recollect this Maxim 3 
hat e Behaviour i is too ſtrong for 
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III Fortune, and turns it to an Advantage. 
L. To conſider thoſe old People that re- 
ſign d ſo unwillingly, is for a common No- 
tion, not unſerviceable; it helps us ſome- 
what to Face Death, and contemn it: For 
what are theſe long-liv'd Mortals more than 
thoſe that went off in their Infancy ? what s 
become of Cæcilianus, Fabius, Julianus, and 
Lipids? Their Heads are all laid ſome- 
where; They buried a great many, but 
came at laſt to't themſelves. Upon the 
whole ; The difference between long, and 
ſhort Life is inſignificant ; eſpecially if you 
conſider the Accidents, the Company, and 
the Carcaſs you muſt go through with: 
Therefore don't let a Thought of this kind 
affect you one way or tother : Do but 
look upon the aſtoniſhing Notion of Time 
and Eternity : what an immenſe deal has 
run out already, and how Infinite tis ſtill 
in the Future: Do but conſider this, and 
you'l find three Days and three Ages of 
Life, come much to the ſame Meaſure and 
Reckoning. ac] 5. 

LI. Always go the ſhorteſt way to work; 
Now the neareſt Road to your Buſineſs 
( lies through Honeſty. Let it be your con- 
ſtant method then to deal clearly and a- 
bove Board. And by this means you need 
not Fatigue it, you need not Quarrel, Flou- 
riſh, and Diſſemble like other People. 
P 4 a 
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BOOK Vx... : 
J. Wu you find an unwillingneſs to 


riſe early in the Morning, make 
this ſhort Speech to your ſelf : Iam gettin 


up now to do the Buſineſs of a Man; an 


am I out of Humour for going about that I 
was made for; and for the ſake of which I 
was ſent into the World? Was I then de- 


ſign d for nothing but to Doze and Batten 


beneath the Counterpane? Well ! but this 
is a comfortable way of living. Granting 
that: wer't thou Born only for Pleaſure; 
were you never to do any thing? I thought 
Action had been the End of your Being: 
Pray look upon the Plants and Birds, the 


Piſmires, Spiders, and Bees, and you'l ſee 


them all Regular and Induſtrious, exerting 
their Nature, and buſy in their Station. 
For ſhame! Shall a Spider act like a Spider, 
and make the moſt of her Matters, and 
ſhan't a Man act like a Man? Why don't 


you rouze your Faculties, and manage up 


to your Kind? For all that, there's no Liv · 


ing without Reſt: True; But then let's 


\ 


follow Natures directions, and not take 
too much on't : She likewiſe has given you 
leave to Eat and Drink within a Rule; 


but here you generally exceed your Com- 
miſſion, and go beyond Convenience; 


Whereas 


— 
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Whereas in buſineſs you are apt to Favour 
your ſelf, and do leſs than lies in your pow- 
er. In earneſt, you have no true Love for 
your ſelf; If you had, you would improve 
our Nature, Humour her Motions, and ſo- 
icit her Intereſt. Now when a Man loves 
his Trade, how he'] Sweat and Drudge to 
zerform to a Curioſity, and make himſelf 
aſter ont! But to ſpeak out, You mind 
your Perſon leſs than a Turner does the 
making of a Chair; A Dancing Maſter has 
much more regard for his Heels, than you 
have for your Head: And as for Wealth 
and Popularity, how ſtrongly are they pur- 
ſued by the Vain, and the Covetous? All 
theſe. People when their Fancy is once 
ſtruck, puſh their Point might and main, 
and will ſcarcely allow themſelves neceſſa- 
ry Refreſhment. And now can you think the 
Functions of Reaſon, Juſtice,and Generoſity, 
leſs valuable than theſe petty Amuſements? 
IT. What an eaſy matter 'tis to ſtem the 
Current of your imagination ; to diſcharge a 
troubleſome, or improper Thought, and 
grow as calm and regular as one would wiſh? 
III. Don't think any Action beneath you, 
which Reaſon and Circumſtances require ; 
and never be miſled by the apprehenſion 
of Cenſure, or Reproach.. Where Honeſty 
— you to ſay, or do any thing, ne er 
Baulk your ſelf, or ſtart at the matter. If 


| other 
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— People are particular in their Fancies 
and Opinions, mind them not: Be you 
govern d by the Reaſon within you; pur- 
ſue that which is moſt for Tour own, and 
the Common Intereſt. For to fi ak Hrict- 
ly, theſe Two are but one and the Tins” 

IV. Fle jog on in that Path which Na- 
ture has Chalk'd out, till my Legs fink un- 
der me; and then I ſhall be at Reſt, and ex- 
pire into that Air which has given me 
Breath; fall upon that Earth which has 
maintain'd my Parents, help'd my Nurſe to 
her Milk, and ſupply'd me with Meat and 
Drink for ſo many years ; and tho its Fa- 
vours have been often abus d, ſtill ſuffers 
me to Tread upon t. 

V. Wit and Smartneſs' are not mightily 
your Talent: What then? There ate 
gfeat many other good Qualities in which 
you can't pretend Nature has e 
Improve them as far as you can, and let's 
have that which is perfectly in your Power. 
You may if you pleaſe, ve your ſelf 
like a Man of Gravity "and 2099 Faith, en- 
dure Hardſhip, and Getpile leafure ; want 
but a few — and complain of nothing; 

you may — diſpaſſionate, ſtand upon your 
own Legs Great if you pleaſe, and 
have ning) of Ill Nature, Luxury, or 
Trifling in your Humour: Dor't you ſee 
how much you may op if you have a mind 
tot; 
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tot ; and how the Plea of Incapacity is 
out of doors? And yet you don't Puſh, and 
manage as you ſhould do: What then! 
Does any Natural Defe& force you upon 
Grumbling, Miſerableneſs, or lay ing your 
Faults upon your Conſtitution, upon Flat- 
tery, or Oſtentation ; upon uncertainty of 
Temper, and rolling from one Folly to an- 
other? Can you ſay you are fo weakly made, 
as to be driven upon theſe Practices? The 
immortal Gods know to the contrary ! No, 
ou might have ſtood clear of all This long 
Face : And after all, if your Parts were 
ſomewhat low, and your Underſtanding 
heavy, your way had been to have taken 
more pains with your ſelf, and not to 
have lain Fallow, and doted upon your 
own dullneſes. TG 
Vl. Some Men when they do you a Kind- 
neſs, are preſently for Ringing the Obliga- 
tion in your Ears; others are more modeſt 
than this comes to: However, they re- 
member the Favour, and look upon you as 
their Debtor. A third ſort ſhall be every jot 
as much Benefactors, and yet ſcarce know 
any thing of the matter: Theſe are much 
like a Vine, which is ſatisfied by being 
fruitful.m its Kind, and bears a Bunch of 
Grapes without expecting any Thanks for 
it. A Fleet Horſe or Greyhound, don't uſe 
to make a Noiſe when they have * 
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handſomly, nor a Bee neither when ſhe has 
made a little Hony : and thus a Man that's 
rightly Kind, never proclaims a Good Turn, 
but does another as ſoon as he can; juſt like 
a Vine that bears again the next Seaſon. 
Now we ſhould imitate Thoſe who are ſo 
obliging, as hardly to remember their Bene- 
ficence : But you'l ſay, a Man ought to 
underſtand the Quality of his own Actions. 
'Tis ſomewhat natural for One that's Ge- 
nerous, to be Conſcious of his Generoſity 
yes truly, and to deſire the Perſon oblig'd, 
ſhould be ſenſible of it too ; I grant what 
ou ſay, is in a great meaſure True: And 
if you don't take me right, you'l make one 
of thoſe untoward Benefactors I firſt men- 
tion'd : Indeed, They think their grounds 
plauſible enough; for their Vanity impoſes 
upon them. But if you'l view the caſe in 
its true Colours, the privacy of doing a 
good-turn will never diſcourage you. 

VII. The Athenians usd to be mighty 
Clamorous to Jupiter for Rain upon their 
own Lands, but not a word for otherPeo- 
ple. Now to my mind, They had &en bet- 
ter have held their Tongues, or elſe pray'd 
with more of Extent, and Generoſity. 

VIII. Æſculapias, as we commonly ſpeak, 
has preſcrib'd ſuch a one * Riding out, 
Walking in his Slippers, or a Cold Bath; 
Now much to the ſame meaning we may- 

. | affirm, 
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affirm, that Providence, or the Soul of the 
Univerſe, has ordered this or that Perſon 
a Diſeaſe, loſs of Limbs or Eſtate, or ſome 
ſuch other Calamity. For as in the firſt caſe, 
the word Preſcribed, ſignifies a Direction 
for the Health of the Patient: ſo in the 
Latter it means an Application, proper for 
the Conſtitution and Benefit of Fate. And 
thus theſe harſher Events may be counted 
fit for us; as Freeſtone which is well joyn'd, 
and lies Snug in a Building, may be ſaid 
to fit it. Indeeed, the whole of Nature, con- 
fiſts of an Harmony and Congruity of Parts ; 
For as the World has its Form and Entire- 
neſs from that univerſal Matter of which it 
conſiſts; So the Character, and Diſtincti- 
on of Fate, reſults from the Quality and 
Concurrence of all other Cauſes contained 
in it. The CommonPeople underſtand this 
Notion very well ; Their way of ſpeak- 
ing is, This was ſent him by Deſtiny : Say you 
ſo; was there not then ſomewhat of Pur- 
poſe and Defign in it > Let us then com- 
ply with our Doom, as we do with the 
reſcriptions of a Celebrated Phyſician : 
Theſe Doſes are often unpalatable and 
rugged; and yet thedefire of Health makes 
them go merrily down. Now that which 
Nature eſteems Profit and Convenience, 
ſhould be no leſs valued than your own. 
Health : And therefore when any 3 
| cident 
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cident happens, take it quietly to you, tis 
for the good of the Univerſe, and Jupiter 
himſelf is the better for't*. Depend upon't, 
This had never been ſent you, if the World 
had not found it's Account in't : Neither 
does Nature act at Random, or order any 
thing which is not ſuitable to thoſe Beings 
under her Government. You have two rea- 
ſons therefore to be contented with your 


Condition : Firſt, becauſe you were Born, 


and ſingled out fort: Twas aſſign d you 
from the beginning by the higheſt and moſt 
ancient Cauſes. Secondly, Tis for the In- 
tereſt of him that governs the World ; It 

eats his Nature in ſome Meaſure, and 


continues his Happineſs : For it holds in 
Cauſes, no leſs than in Matter and Quantity; 


If you lop off any part of the Continuity 
and Connexion, yon Maim the Whole. 
Now if you are diſpleas'd with your Cir- 


cumſtances, you diſmember Nature, and 
pull the World in pieces, as much as lies 


in your power. 

TX. Be not uneaſy, diſcourag' d, or out 
of Humour, becauſe Pracłice falls ſhort of 
Precept in ſome particulars. If you happen 


to be beaten off your Reaſon, come on a. 


gain; and let your Fancy ſtrike in at your 
ſecond Trial; and don't go like a School 
Boy to his Maſter, with an Il|-will. No, 
you muſt apply to-Phzloſophy with Inclina- 

tion, 
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tion, as thoſe who have Sore Eyes make 
uſe of a good Receipt. And when you are 
thus diſpos'd, you'l eafily acquieſce, and 
be govern'd by Reaſon : And here you are 
to remember, that Philoſophy or true Wiſe 
dom will put you upon nothing but what 
your Nature wiſhes and calls for: And can 
you be ſo unreaſonable as to croſs the in- 
clinations of your Nature ? Is not her Fan- 
cy the moſt agreeable of any Thing ? And 
does not Pleaſure. often deceive us under 
this pretence 2 Now think a little, and tell 
me what there is more delightful than 
downright Honeſty and Religion, than' 
Generoſity and Greatneſs of Mind > And 
once more, what can be more entertaining 
than Prudence ? than to be furniſh'd with 
that Underſtanding which keeps a Man 
from making a falſe Step, and helps him to 
Good Fortune in all his Buſineſs*? 4 
X. Things are ſo much perplex d, and i, 4 11 
in the dark, that ſeveral conſiderable Phi-. aufg 
loſophers look d upon them as altogether 2 
unintelligible f, and that there was no cer- fm 5 
tain Teſt for the diſcovery of Truth; Even it. 
the Stoicks agree, that Nature and Certaimty pinion were 
is very hard to come at; that our Under- A 
ſtandings are always liable to Error, and<&=* 
that Infallibility is meer Vanity and Pre- 
tence. However, Our Ignorance is not ſo 
great, but that we may diſcover how tran- 

| | ſitory, 


nn — — tt. 


* ” a 


223 Marcus ANTONINUSS 


1. df 


I fay, I can't imagine what there is here 


ſitory, and inſignificant all things are 
That thoſe we commonly call the beſt Cir- 
cumſtances, are ſometimes in the worſt 
Hands; and that 'tis poſſible for Thieves, 
Whores, and Catamites to run away with the 
World ; and who then would care Three 
pence for't? Farther, Confider the Tem- 
per of thoſe you converſe with, and you'l 
find the Beſt will hardly do; not to men- 
tion, that a Man has work enough to make 
himſelf tolerable to himſelf. And ſince we 
have nothing but Darkneſs, and Dirt to 
graſp at, ſince Time and Matter, Motion 
and Mortals, are always Rolling, and run- 
ning out of themſelves; for theſe reaſons 


worth the minding. On the other hand, a 
Man ought to keep up his Spirits, for twill 
not be long before his Diſcharge comes: In 
the mean time, his point is to be eaſy, and 


ſatisfy himſelf with theſe two Conſidera- 
tions; the one is, that nothing will befal 


me, but what is for the Intereſt of the 


. Yniverſe: The other, that no body can 


22 be put to ones ſelf? I ſay, how 


command my Practice, or force me to act 


_ againſt my own Judgment. 


XI. What uſe do I put my Soul to, or 
what Hand do I make of my Reaſon ? Tis 
a ſerviceable queſtion this, and ſhould fre- 


Qed ? 
And 


oes my ſovereign Part ſtand affe 
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And what's the Furniture and Complexion 
of my Mind? Is there nothing of the Boy 
or the Beaſt int? Nothing that's either Ty- 
rannical, or Effeminate? | 

XII. What ſort of good Things thoſe 
are, which are commonly ſo reckon'd, you 
may learn from hence : For the purpoſe, if 
ou reflect upon thoſe Qualities which are 
intrinſically valuable, ſuch as Prudence, 
Juſtice, Temperance and Fortitude, you 
won't find a Jeſt upon them apt to Reliſh, 
and make Sport: Whereas upon the advan- 
tages of Fortune and Common Eſtimation, 
a piece of Raillery will paſs well enough. 
Thus we ſee the generality are ſtruck with 
the diſtinftion, otherwiſe they would not 
diſlike the Liberty in one Caſe, and allow 
it in the other. The Felicities of Riches, 
Luxury, and Ambition, are all within the 
privilege of Buffoons, and liable to the 
Laſh of the Stage : Now what fignificancy 
can there be in theſe things, when a Poets 
| Jeſt will take Place upon them? And that 
comical Droll may be patly applied to the 
Owner; Hes ſo ſtuff d, ſays the Play, with 
Wealth and Finery, that he has no room for 
his Cloſe Stool. „ 8 
XIII. My Being conſiſts of Matter and 
Form, that is, of Soul and Body; Aunibil- 
ation will reach neither of them; For as 
they were never produced out of * 
/ g 
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ſo they will always remain Something: The 
conſequence is, that every part of me will 
ſerve to make ſomething in the World; and 
thus I ſhall be toſs'd from one Figure to 
another, through an infinite ſucceſſion of 


Change. And what wonder of all this? This 


conſtant method of alteration gave me my 
Being, and my Father before me, and ſoon 


to Eternity backward : For I think I may 


* See Book 
1e. Set. 7. 
Book 11, 
Sect. 1. 


ſpeak thus, though the World is confin'd 
within a certain determinate period. * 
XIV. Reaſon needs no foreign Aſſiſtance, 
but is ſufficient for its own purpoſes. This 
Faculty moves within it ſelf, and makes 
directly for the Point in view. For to take 
the matter rightly, Honeſty is always the 


| neareſt way to ſucceſs. 


XV. Thoſe things don't belong to a Man, 
which don't belong to him as a Man, or 
umder the definition of his Species. This 
Notion may be applyed to all External Ad- 
vantage t. For Theſe are not included in 


the Idea; They are not required of us as 


Men; Humane Nature does not promiſe 
them, neither is ſhe perfected by them: 
From whence it follows that They can nei- 
ther conſtitute the Chief End of Man, nor 
ſtrictly contribute towards it. Farther, if 


theſe Things were any real Additions, 


how comes the Contempt of them, and 


the being eaſy without them, to be ſo 


great 
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great a Commendation? To balk an Ad- 
vantage would be Folly, for one can't have 
too much of that which is Good. But the 
Caſe ſtands otherwiſe; For we know that 
Self-Denial, and Indifference about theſe 


Things is the Character of a Good Man, 


and goes for a Mark of true Greatneſs. 
XVI. Your Manners will depend very 
much upon the Quality of what you fre- 
quently think on; For theSoul is as it were 
Tinged with the Colour, and Complexion 


of Thought. Be ſure therefore to work in 


ſuch Maxims as theſe. A Man may live as 


be ſhould do, and Behave Himſelf well in 


all Places, By conſequence, a Life of Vir- 
tue, and that of a Courtier are not inconſi- 
ſtent. Again: That which a Thing is made 


for, tis made to Act for; and that which 


tis made to Act for, tis naturally carried 
To: And in the due purſuit of this Ten- 
dency the End of the Agent conſiſts. Now 
where the End of a Thing is, there the 
Advantage and Improvement of it is cer- 
tainly lodg'd. From hence the Inference 
will be, that the Happineſs of Mankind 


lies in Society, and Correſpondence : ſince 


that we were made for this purpoſe, I have 


prov'd already, For is it not plain that* SD 
the lower Order of Beings are made for 


their Befters, and the higher for the Ser- 
vice of each other > Now as Life is prefer- 
| Q 2 able 
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able to bare Exiſtence, ſo amongſt all Liv- 
ing Creatures, the Rational are the beſt 
Quality. 

XVII. To expect an Impoſſibility is Di- 
ſtraction; Now tis impoſſible for Ill Men 
not to follow their Baſs, and ſnow their 
Temper in ſome Inſtance or other. 

XVIII. There's nothing happens to any 
Perſon hut what is in his Power to go 
through with: ſome People have had ve- 
ry ſevere Tryals, and yet either by having 
leſs Underſtanding, or more Pride than or- 
dinary, have charged bravely through the 
Mis fortune, and come off without a Scratch ; 


Nc tis a ſcandalous Indecency, to let Ig- 
norance, and Vanity do more with us, 


than Prudence and Principle. 

XIX. Tie Thoughts, not Things which 
take hold of the Soul. Outward Objects 
can't force their Paſſage into the Mind, nor 
ſet any of its Wheels a going. No, The Im- 
preſſion comes from her ſelf, and *tis her 
Notions which affect Her. As for the con- 
tingencies of Fortune, they are either Great 
or Little, according to the Opinion ſhe has 
of her own Strength. 


XX. When we conſider we are bound to 


be ſerviceable to Mankind, and bear with 
their Faults, we ſhall perceive there's a com- 
mon Tye of Nature, and Relation between 
us. But when we ſee People grow * 
| | | ome 
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ſome and diſturb us in our Buſineſs, Here 
we are to look upon Men as Indifferent ſort 
of Things, neither Good, nor Bad to us, 
but according to our Management. Tis 
true like a Croſs Wind They may hinder 
Me in the Executing Part, but all this while 
my Inclinations ſtand Firm, and the reſerve 
of a Good Meaning is ſecured to me. Being 
rightly Diſpos'd, 1 can paſs on to the Ex- 
erciſe of another Virtue z And thus tis pro- 
bable I may gain by the Oppoſition, and 
turn the Diſappointment to an Advantage. 
XXI. Among all Things in the Univerſe, 
direct your Worſhip to the Greateſt : And 


which is that? Tis that Being which Man- 


ages, and Governs all the Reſt. And as 
you worſhip the beſt Thing in Nature, fo 
you are to pay a proportionable Regard to 
the beſt Thing in your Self: Youl know 
it by its Relatiog to the Deity. The Qua- 
lity of its Functions will diſcover it. Tis 
the Reigning Power within you, which diſ- 
poſes of your Actions, and your Fortune. 

XXII. That which does not Damnify 
the City, or Body Politick, can't proper- , Ed 
ly ſpeaking damnify any Perſon that be- h Wai, 
longs to it. Therefore when you think you de which, as 


he obſervesg 


are ill uſed, let this Reflection be your Re- private dit 
advantages 


medy, and ſay thus to your ſelf; If the u 2c. 


Community is not the worſe for't, neither ene. 
am I. But if the Community is injured, 
gb 23 your 
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your Buſineſs is to ſhew the Perſon con- 
cern'd his Fault, but not to grow Paſſionate 
about it. I 
XXIII. Reflect frequently upon the In- 
ſtability of Things, and how very faſt the 
Scenes of Nature are ſhifted. Matter is in a 
perpetual Flux; Change is always, and eve- 
ry where at work, it ſtrikes through Caſes, 
and Effecbe, and leaves nothing fixt, and 
Permanent. And then how very near the 
two vaſt Gulphs of Time, the Paſt, and 
the Future, ſtand together! Now 
the Whole, is not that Man a Blockhead 
that thinks theſe Momentary Things, big 
enough either to make him Proud, or Un- 
eaſy ? . | | | 
XXIV. Remember what an Atome your 
Perſon ſtands for in reſpect of the Univerſe, 
what a Minute of unmeaſurable Time 
comes to your ſhare, and what a ſmall 
Concern you are in the Empire of Fate! 
XXV. A Man misbehaves himſelf to- 
wards Me; what's that to me? The Acti- 
on is his, and the Will that ſet him upon't 
is His, and therefore let him look to't. As 
for me, I am in the Condition Providence 
would have me, and am doing what be- 
comes me. 
XXVI. Whether the Motions of your 
Body are Rugged, or Agreeable, don't let 
your Reaſon be concerned with them; con- 
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fine the Impreſſions to their Reſpective 
Quarters, and let your Mind keep her di- 
ſtance, and not run in. Tis true, That 
which reſults from the Laws of the Union 
from the force of Sympathy, or Conſtituti- 
on, muſt be Felt, for Nature will have its 
Courſe; But tho the Senſation can't be 
ſtop'd, it muſt not be over - rated, nor 
ſtrain d to the Quality, of Good, or Evil. 
XXVII. We ought to converſe with the 
Gods, and live the Life that they do: This 
is done by being contented with the Ap- 
intments of Providence, and by obey- 
ing the Orders of that Genius, which is 
both the Deputy, and the Offspring of Ju- 
piter : Now this Divine Authority is nei- 
ther more, nor leſs, than that Soul and Rea- 
ſon, which every Man carries about him. 
XXVIII. Are you angry at a Rank Smell, 
or an ill ſcented Breath? Why if a Man's 
Lungs, or Stomach, are ulcerated, or his 
Arm- pits out of Order, how can he help it. 
But you l ſay, the caſe is not parallel, be- 
tween an ill Action, and an ill Breath; the 
one is Choice, and the other Neceſſity. 
Well, If you think Mankind ſo full of Rea- i 
fon, pray make uſe of your own : Argue x 
the Caſe with the Faulty Perſon, and ſhew 
him his Error: If your Advice prevails, he 
is what you would have him; and then | 
there is no need of being angry: And laſt- 
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1y, Don't miſt manage either by your Haugh- 
tineſs or Servility. 

XXIX. You may live om if you pleaſe, 
as yon would chuſe todo if you were near 
dying: But ſuppoſe People won't let you 

vier or D. Why then give Life the Slip*, but by no 
traction. means make a Misfortune owt. If the Room 
fmoaks I leave it, and there's an end ; for 
why ſhould one be concern'd at the matter? 
However, if nothing of this kind drives me 
out, Ile ſtay, behave my ſelf like a Man of 
Spirit, and do what I have a mind to; but 
then Ile have a mind to nothing but what I 

am led to by Reaſon and publick Intereſt. 

XXX. God, or the Soul of the Univerſe 
is of a ſociable Diſ poſition: For this reaſon 
he has made the coarſer Part of the Crea- 
tion, for the ſake of the Finer. And as for 
thoſe Beings of the higher Rank, he has 
engaged them to each other by Inclination. 
You ſee how admirably Things are rang- 
ed, and ſorted, according to the Dignity 
of their Kind; and cemented together by 
Nature, and Benevolence! | 

XXXI. Recollect how you have behav'd 
. your ſelf all along, towards the Gods, your 
Parents, Brothers, Wife and Children; to- 
wards your Inſtrudors, Governors, Friends, 
Acquaintance and Servants : Whether you 
have not done, or ſaid ſomething unbe- 
coming to ſome of them. Recollect bow 


much 
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much buſineſs you have been engag' d in, 
and how well you have gone through it: 
That now your Task is done, and the Hi- 
ſtory of your Life finiſh'd. Remember like- 
wiſe, how much Bravery you can make 
out, how much of Pleaſure, and Pain, and 
Grandeur, you have deſpis'd; and how of- 
ten you have done Good againſt Evil. 
XXXII. Why ſhould Skill and Know- 
ledge be diſturb'd-at the Cenſures of Igno- 
Trance ? But you'l ſay, who are theſe Know- 
ing, and Skilful People? Why thoſe who 
are acquainted with the Original Cauſe, and 
end of all Things, with that Reaſo that 
Pervades the Maſs of Matter, Renews the 
World at certain Periods, and Governs it 
through all the Lengths of Time. 
XXXIII. You quickly be reduced to 
Aſhes and Skeleton; And it may be you may 
have aName left you, and it may be not : 
And what's a Name? Nothing but Sound, 
and Syllable. And then for thoſe Things 
which are ſo much valued in the World, 
they are miſerably empty, and inſignifi- 
cant. The Prize is ſo mean, that it makes 
the ſcuffle about them Ridiculous. It puts 
one in mind of a parcel of Puppies ſnarling 
for a Bone; And the conteſts of little 
Children ſometimes tranſported, and ſome- 
times all in Tears about a Play-Thing. And 
as for Modeſty and Good Faith, Truth and 
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Tune » Extinguiſh d, or Remov d. And till that 
erte, time comes, what is to be done? The an- 


Juſtice ; they have left this wicked World, 
and retired to Heaven: And now what is 
it that can keep you here. For if the Ob - 
jeck of Senſe are floating, and changeable, 
and the Organs miſty, and apt to be im- 
pos d on: If the Soul is but a Vapour drawn 
off the Blood, and the Applauſe of little 
Mortals inſignificant : If the caſe ſtands 
thus, what is it you ſtay for > Why I am 
reſolved to have Patience, till I am either 


ſwer is eaſie: To worſhip the Gods, and 
ſpeak honourably of them; to be benefici- 
al to Mankind ; to bear with their Faults, 
and let their property alone. And laſtly, 
to remember, that whatever lies without 
the compaſs of your Perſon, is nothing of 
yours, nor in your power. = 
XXXIV. You may be always ſucceſsful 
if you do but ſet out well, and let your 
Thoughts and Practice proceed upon 
Grounds and Method. There are two pro- 
perties and privileges common to God, and 
all Rational Beings; The one is, not to be 
hindred by any thing Foreign; The other, 
to make Virtue their ſupreme ſatisfaction, 
and not ſo much as to deſire any thing 
farther.. | | 
XXVXV. If this Accident is no fault of 
mine, nor a conſequence of it; * | 
| es 
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fides if the Community 1 neer the worſe 
for't, why am I concern'd > Now which 
way the Community may be damnified, I , ** 


ſhall diſcourſe afterwards 7. mens the Þ 


XXXVI. Don't ſuffer a ſuddain Impreſ-?'s: zo 
fion to overbear your Judgment. Let thoſe 
that want your Aſſiſtance have it, as far as 
the Caſe requires. But if Fortune as they 
call it, lies hard upon them, don't you con- 
clude upon any real Damage, for there's 
no ſuch thing. However upon the ſcore of 
Tenderneſs, and Humanity, you may con- 
deſcend to their Weakneſs, and Treat them 
a little in their own way. But then you 
muſt remember to keep your Notion true, 
and not ſuffer your Compaſſion, to run a- 
way with your Reaſon: Thus when you 
are Haranguing in the Roſtra and court- 4 Pulbir 
ing the Populace; When you are thus bu- the Squares 
fie, I ſay a little of*this to your ſelf would where the 
not be amiſs. Heart you Friend, have yon dd to ma 


uſe to mae 


forgot that this Glitter of Honour, is but Tin-Speshiege 
| fell and Pageantry: I = it, but for all 2 
that tit extremely valned. "Tis mighty well ! 

And becauſe other People are Fools, muſt you 

be ſo too Ton may be a happy Fellow in an 
Groumd, provided you have the wit to chuſe 

your Fortune handſomly : Now if you ask far- 

ther, I miſt tell you if your Manners be good, 

your Fortune can never be bad. For in a word, 
Happineſs lies all in the Functions of 1 
on, 


r 
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8 Metter is all of it plyable, and ob- 
ſequious, ſo that Sovereign Reaſon 
which gives Laws to it, has neither Motive 
nor Inclination, to bring an Evil upon any 
thing. This great Being is no way Unfriend- 
Iy or Hoſtile in his Nature, He Forms and 
Governs all things, but hurts nothing. 
II. Do but your Duty, and don't trouble 
your ſelf about your Condition: If you be- 
have your ſelf well; n&er mind whether 
tis in the Cold, or by a good Fire, whe- 
ther you are overwatched, or ſatisfied with 
Sleep, whether you have a Good word, or 
a Bad one; whether ybu are in Health, or 


Dying; For this laſt muſt be done at one 


time or other. Tis part of the Buſineſs of 


Life to loſe it handſomly. Upon the 


whole ; If we do but manage the Preſent 
to Advantage, that's enough. 
III. Look throughly into Matters, and 


: let not the Diſtin&1on, or intrinſick Value 


of any thing eſcape you. 
IV. The preſent appearance of Things, 
will quickly undergo a Change 3 and be ei- 


ther exhaled into Common Matter, or 4 


ſperſed 


— 
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ſperſed into their reſpective Elements *. — 

V. That Intelligent Being that Governs beid- ar. 
the Univerſe, has perfect Views of every de, ani 
Thing; His Knowledge penetrates the qua- and w 


- tain'd that 
lity of Matter, and fees through all the e- 
conſequences of his own Operations. diftinR, and 


VI. The beſt way of Revenge, is not to priciplesor 

imitate the Injury. 3 * 

VII. Be always doing ſomething ſervice- 
ale to Mankind, and let this conſtant Ge- 
neroſity be your only Pleaſure ; not for- 
getting in the mean time, a due Reference 
and Regard to the Deity. 

VIII. Tis the governing part of the Mind, 
which awakens Thought, and alters the 
Quality of it; which gives what Air ſhe 
pleaſes to her own Likeneſs, and to all the 
Accidents and Circumſtances without her. 

IX. The particular Effects in the World, 
are all wrought by one Intelligent Nature. 
This Univerſal Cauſe, has no Foreign Aſ- 
ſiſtant, no interloping Principle, either 
without his JuriſdiFion, or within it. 

X. For Argument ſake let's uſe a Diſ- 
junction; The World then is either nothing 
but a Rencounter of Atomec, a heap of Con- 
fuſion, and a hurry of Chance, or elſeꝰ tis the 
effect of Deſign, and under the Laws of 
Order, and Providence : If the firſt, what 
ſhbould ſtay for, where Nature is in ſuch 

a Hotchpotch, and Things are ſo blindly 
| Jjum- 
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jumbled together? Why don't I rather 
| make it my Choice to diſengage, and re- 
den ech. turn to the Element of Earth * as ſoon as 
mr. may be? Why ſhouldI give my ſelf any 
trouble > Let me do what I will, my Con- 
ſtitution maſt be Broker, and my Atomes all 
Djzsbanded in a little time. But if there is a 
Providence, and the latter part of the Dis- 
junction holds good, then I Adore the 
Great Governour of the World, and am 

eaſie in the proſpect of Protection. 

XI. When you happen to be rufled a lit- 
tle, and throw off your Temper by any 
croſs Accident, retire immediately into 
your Reaſon ; And don't move out of 
Rule any longer than needs muſt: For the 
fooner you recover a Falſe Step, the more 
you will be Maſter of your Practice. 

XII. Put the caſe, you had a Mother in 
Law, and a Mother at the ſame time, tho 
you would pay a regard to the Firſt, your 
Converſe I conceive would be moſtly with 
the Latter. " Let the Court and Philoſophy, 
repreſent theſe two Relations to you; ap- 
ply frequently to this laſt, and ſet up your 
ftand with her. For 'tis a Life of Virtue, 
and Philoſophy, which makes you, and 
your Courtiers, tolerable to each other. 

XIII. To check the pleaſure of Luxury, 
we ſhould in our Fancy at leaſt, take away 
the Garniſhing of the Diſhes, ama” 4 

| 0 
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Cook ſets upon them, and give them Names 
leſs tempting then ordinary. For the pur- 
poſe, we may ſay, this is but the Carkaſs of 
2 Fiſh, this Fowl has no more Life in't then 
I ſhall have when Jam Buried; and t' other 
is no better then a Piece of a Dead-Hog. 
And then for this Bottle of Falerno, what {Fo 2 
is it but a little Moiſture ſqueez'd out of the c. 
Tumour of a Grape? And to mortifie the Bad. de 
Vanity of Fine Cloaths, and prevent your wind .. 
Purple, + from growing too big for you, 199... 
conſider that 'cis nothing but Sheeps Hair ie mach che 
twiſted together, and ſtain'd in the Gore 5 ere 
of a little Shell-Fiſh. And if we were to Ba, Ties. 
proceed to ſome other ſatisfaction of Senſe, 7 ir te 
we ſhould find them but coarſe in their wei. 
Cauſes, and Conſtitution z And as theſe 
Notions ſtrike through the Surface, preſs 
into the heart of Things, and ſhew them 
in their Natural Colours; ſo we ſhould 
carry them on, and apply them to all the 
Pageantry of Life. And where things a 
r 'moſt Plauſible, and Pretending, be 
ure to bring them to the Teſt, and look 
within them. And when the Paint is thus 
ull'd of, the Coarſneſs of them will eaſily 
be diſcovered. Without this Care, Figure 
and Appearance are great Cheats; And 
when you think your Fancy is beſt em- 
loy'd, you be moſt Fooled : Even Virtue 
t ſelf is ſometimes Counterfeited, and Gra- 
vity 
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vity is nothing elſe but Grimace. Thus 
Crates diſcovered Nenocrates's Philoſophy 
to be only skin deep; great Demureneſs 
without, and no leſs Vanity within. 
XIV. The Inclination of the generality, 
may be reduced to theſe Heads, ſome Peo- 
ple are little enough to be ſmitten with 
things in the ſtate of bare Exiſtence, or Ve- 
etation; As with Wood, Stones, Fruit, and 
uch like. Others who are ſomewhat more 
tolerable in their Fancy, muſt have Life to 
Charm them; And theſe, it may be are 
mightily in love with their Flocks and 
Herds. A Third ſort, better furniſh'd than 
the former, admire nothing beneath Hu- 
mane Nature; But then they don't take in 
the whole Kind, but 'tis either the Skill, 
„in Parts, or Property * of ſome particulars 
Slaves who which Affect them. But he that values a 
heir i Rational Creature without Limitation, or 
Partiality, runs into none of the Dotages 
above mentioned : But makes it his chief 
buſineſs to look at Home, to keep Reaſon 
and Good Nature ſtirring, and to aſſiſt all 
Mankind in the publick Intereſt. 

XV. Some Things are preſſing for Birth, 
and Being, and others are poſting off, and 
that which was entire juſt now, is part of 
it ſpentalready. The World is renew'd by 
this Change and Rolling, no leſs than Time 
is by a perpetual Succeſſion. Now 8 

| wou 
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wou d Dote upon Things hurryed down the 
Stream thus faſt, and which 'tis impoſſible 
to take hold on? Such a Paſhon is much 
like falling in Love with a Sparrow flying 
over your Head, you have as it were bur 
one glimps of her, and {he is out of ſight. 
To goon; Life is but a ſort of Exhalation 
of the Blood, and a little Air ſuck d into the 
Lungs. Now to return your Breath for the 
ſupport of Life, and expire your laſt, when 
you loſe it, is much what the ſame Action. 
XVI. Neither the perſpiration of Plants, 
nor the Breath of Animals, not the Impreſ- 
ſions of Senſation, nor the Poppet- moti- 


ons of Paſſions, are privileges of any « ,j, 
2 value. To which we may add the In- = 
int of crowding into Herds, together unte men 


ter being not unlike a ſeparating kind of 
Evacuation, What then is it that you count 
worth your Eſteem? Huzza's and Acclama- 
tions? Not at all. Why then you muſt not 
value Harangues and Panegyrick; for this 
is but a Mannerly fort of bawling about a 
Man. Well: I find Fame and Glory won't 


tempt you, what then is there behind 


worth the having; To govern your Moti- 
ons, and make uſe of your Being according 


to the Intentions of Nature; This is the de- 


ſign of Arts and Improvement, in other 
caſes; every Artificer, and Profeſſion, en- 
deavouring 


with the Functions of Nutrition ; This lat-""" 
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dea vouring to make the Thing fit, to an- 
ſwer the end for which it was intended. 
This for inſtance, is the Deſign of Vine- 
dreſſers, thoſe that manage Horſes, and 
make Dogs; Their buſineſs is to make the 
moſt of things, and drive them up to the 
top of their Kind. And what other view 
has Learning and Education, but to im- 
prove the Faculties, and ſet them the right 
way at work? *Tis agreed then the main 
point lies here: compaſs but this, and let 
the World Rub. What? Muſt your Incli- 
nations always run Riot, and will you ne- 
ver keep them true to one thing? Muſt you 
be ſtill hankering after this Fancy and 
t'other? Why then let me tell you, you'll 
always be a Slave, always in Wants, and 
Diſquiet. This Temper will let looſe abun- 
dance of uneaſy Paſſions upon you: *Twill 
make you grow envious, full of Jealouſie, 
and Suſpition, and apt to overreach Thoſe 
who are poſſeſſed of ſomething you have a 
mind to. And when ſtrong deſires are un · 
ſatisfied, you'l find your ſelf mightily di- 
ſtarb'd. And this will make you murmur, 


and grow mutinous againſt the Gods. But 


if you come once to pay a due Regard to 
your Reaſon; you'l be pleas'd with your (elf, 
ſerviceable to Society, and Complyant with 
the Gods; That is you'l be entirely fatisft- 
ed with their Adminiſtration. Y 
- | XV - 
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XVII. The Elements either preſs up- 
wards, or tumble downwards, or elſe run 
round in a Circle: But Virtue has none of 
theſe Motions ; ſhe id of a nobler Kind: Her 
Progreſs in Regular Thoughts, is ſomewhat 
unintelligible, but always proſperous. _ 

XVIII. What a ſtrange Humour there is 
amongſt ſome People? They don't care to 
afford a Good Word to their Contempora- 
ries, and yet are very deſirous of being 
prais'd by Poſterity : That is by thoſe they 
never ſaw, nor ever will have the leaſt ac- 
quaintance with : Now this is almoſt ſuch 
a Freak, as it would be to be diſturbed be- 
cauſe you were not Commended by the 
Generations that lived before you. 

XIX. Becauſe you finda Thing very dif- 
ficult, don't preſently conclude that no 
Man can maſter it. But whatever you ob- 
ſerve proper, and practicable by Another, 
believe likewiſe within your own Power. 
XX. If an Antagoniſt in the Circus tears 
our Fleſh with his Nails, or Tilts againſt us 
with his Head; we don't uſe to cry out 
Foul-play, nor be offended at the Rough 
Uſage, nor ſuſpect him afterwards as a dan- 
gerous Perſon in Converſation. Tis true, 
when weare at the Exerciſe, we Guard, and 
Paree; But all this is done without railing 
ill Blood, or looking upon the Man as an 
Enemy. Let us act at this rate in the other 
3511 R 2 Laſtanlees 
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Inſtancesof Life: When e receive a Blow, 
let us not think our ſelves in a Battle, but 
at a Tryal of Skill. We may Fence as I 
ſaid before, and manage the Conteſt with 
Caution, but not with Malice, and Ill Will. 

XXI. If any one can convince me of an 
Error, I ſhall be very glad to change my 
Opinion, for Truth is my Buſineſs; and 
right Information hurts no body. No: He 
that continues in Ignorance and Miſtake, 
tis He that receives the Miſchief. 

XXII. III do my Duty, that's enough. 
As for other Things I ſhall neer be diſturb'd 
about them. For if they happen to come 
croſs, Tis but conſidering that They are 
either without Life, or without Reaſon, or 
without Judgment, and tlius I can eaſily paſs 
them over. 

XXIII. As for Brute-Animals, and Things 
undignified with Reaſon, uſe them Freely, 
and Boldly, as being of a ſuperior Order 
your ſelf. But Treat Men like Beings of 
your own kind, and Members of the ſame 
Society. And in all your Affairs invoke the 
Gods for their Aſſiſtance. As for the time 
you are to continue this Regularity ; ne'er 
trouble your ſelf whether 'tis long or ſhort. 
For three Hours of Life thus well ſpent, 
will do your Buſineſs. | 

XXIV. Alexander the Great and his 
Groom, when dead, were both _ the 

| me 
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ſanie Level : And run the ſame Fortune of 
being either ſcattered into Atomes, or ab- 
ſorb d in the Soul of the Univerſe. * 
XXV. What abundance of Motions 
there are in the Body, what abundance of 
Thoughts and Senſations in the Mind at 
the ſame time? What a vaſt number of 
Operations are performed, and how much 
Buſineſs is Diſpatch d within us in a ſingle 
Moment? He that conſiders this, won't 
wonder ſo much that infinitely more pro- 
ductions ſhould ſtart out together in the 


— 
* 


* See Bock 
4. 9. 14. 


Univerſe: Or that the Soul of the World 


ſhould by once exerting Himſelf look over, 
actuate, and govern the whole Maſs of 
Matter. | 
'  XXVI, Suppoſe you were ask*d to ſpell 
Antoninuss Name, would you Hollow eve- 
ry Letter in the Company's Ears? Or would 
you return their Paſſion, if they were 
Angry? I conceive you would rather go 


mildly to work, and give them the Letters 


and Syllables as they ſtand, without Noiſe, 
Apply this to greater Inſtances, and re- 
member that all Duties in Morality, have 
ſuch a determinate Number of Parts and 
Circumſtances to render them complete; 
Theſe muſt be all taken care of, and per- 
form'd in order; But then it muſt be done 
ſmoothly, without growing Hot upon 
meeting with Peeviſhneſs and Provocation. 
= R 3 XXVII. 
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XXVII. Tis a fort of Cruelty to balk 
People's Fancies, and fiot give them leave to 

urſue what they reckon their Intereſt. 
And with this you are chargable in ſome 


Meaſure your ſelf, when you are angry 
with thoſe that do amiſs. Why ſo? Becauſe 


they imagine they are carrying on their 


own Intereſt and Convenience. But that 


you'l ſay is their Miſtake. I grant it; But 


then tis your part to lead them out on't, 
and to ſhew them their Error, without Paſ- 
ſion and Refentment. 
XXVIII. What is Death? Tis a reſting 
from Senſation, and Deſire. A ſtop upon 
the Rambling'of Thought, and a Releaſe 
from the drudgery about your Carcaſs. . 
XXIX. Keep up your Spirits for Buſineſs 
as long as your Conſtitution laſts ; for it 
would be a ſhame if your Mind ſhould Faul- 


ter, and Give In, before your Body. 


XXX. Have a care you han't too much 
of an Emperour in you, and that you don't 


fall into the Liberties and Pride of your 
Predeceſſors? Theſe Humours are eaſily 


learn d, therefore guard againſt the In- 


fection. Be Candid, Sincere, and Modeſt- 
ly Grave. Let Juſtice and Piety have their 


Share in your Character; Let your Temper 
be remarkable for Mildneſs, and good na- 


ture, and be always enterprizing and vigo- 
rous in your Buſineſs. And in ſhort ſtrive to 
„r . C0 + $353k » : b 
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be juſt ſuch a Man as Virtue and Philoſo- 
— would make you? Worſhip the Gods, 
and Protect Mankind. This Life is ſkorr, 
and all the Advantage you can get by it, is 
the Opportunities you have of Adoring 
Thoſe Above, and doing Good to Thoſe * 
Below you. Do every thing like a Diſciple ** 
of Antoninus, f Imitate him in the Vigour 
and Conſtancy of his Good Conduct, in the 
Equality, Sweetneſs and Piety of his Tem- 

per, the Serenity of his Aſpect, the Mo- 


og 


n The Au- 
thor means 
the — 
Antonin 
Ps, ar el 
Was his As 


doptive be 


deſty and Unpretendingneſs of his Behavi- 
our, andi the generous; Ambition he had to 
be perfectly Maſter of his Buſineſs. Farther: 
Twas his Way, to diſmiſs nothing till he 
had look'd thro' it, and view'd it on all 
ſides: to bear unreaſonable Remofſtrances 
without making a return; 3 gever to be in a 
Hurry: To be backward in giving encou- 
ragement to Enformers: He was a great 
Judge of Men and Manners: But of no Sa- 
tyrical and Reprimanding Humour: Not at 
all apt to be Frighted, or Surpriz'd : Not 
too ſuſpicious, nor in the leaſt over. run 
with Impertinence, and Conceit: Expence 
and Figure was none of his Fancy; As one 
might eaſily perceive, by his Palace, his Fur- 
niture, his Habit, His Eating, and his At- 
a rendance, Lenity was his Humour, and Fa- 
tiguing his Delight. He was ſo Tempe- 
me in a Diet, that he was able to fit at 
R 4 the 
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the Council Board till Night, without with- 
drawing into another Room; For the Ne- 
ceſſities of Nature never return d upon him 
till their uſual time. He was firm in his 
Friendſhip. and ſteady and agreeable in the 
Manner of ſhowing it. He gave his Cour- 
tiers all the Freedom Imaginable to contra- 
dict him; And was pleaſed with the Propo- 
ſal of a better Expedient than his own. 
To conclude, he was a Religious Prince, but 
on this fide Superſtition. Pray imitate theſe 
good Qualities of his, that you may have 
the Satisfaction of them at your laſt Hour. 
XXXI. Rouſe and recollect your ſelf :and 
Foul perceive your Trouble lay only in a 
d Scene of Imagination: * And when you are 
ders to well awaken, Turn the Tables, and carry the 
hiskeie- Contemplation thro Life 5 And then the 
:cobicſome World in a Dream, and the World out on't, 
Dream, ITY . 
will appear much what the ſame thing. 
XXXII. My Perſon conſiſts of Soul and 
Body : To this latter all things are Morally 
indifferent; the Body being in no condition 
to make a diſtinction of this kind. And as to 
my A lind, there's nothing can affect her in 
the quality of Good or Evil, her on Acti- 
ons excepted; Now theſe are all within her 
Power: And of all her Actions ſhe is only 
concern'd with the preſent; for what's paſt 
or to come, lignifies as much as nothing, and 
Ain * falls under no Moral Character. 47 


XXXIII. 
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XXXIII. As long as the Hands and 
Feet do the work they were made for, they 
move naturally, and with eaſe: Thus while 
a Man performs the Functions of his Species, 
and keeps true to his Condition, he feels 
no more weight than what Nature lays up- 
on him. Now that which is not beſide the 
Intentions of Nature, can never be a real 
misfortune. | 
XXXIV. What abundance of ſenſual ſa- 

tisfaction have Thieves, Catamites, Parri- 
cides, and Uſurpers been poſſeſſed of? We 
may gueſs at the quality of Pleaſure, by its 


falling to the ſhare of ſuch Wretches as 
| theſe. 


XXXV. Don't yon obſerve among your 
Artificers, tho? they bear the Contradicti- 
on and Impertinence of the Unskilful, yet 
they won't comply ſo far as to be talked 

out of their knowledge, or work againſt the 
Rules of their Trade? And is it not a ſcan- 

dalous buſineſs, that an Architect or a Phy- 
ſician, ſhould have more regard for their 

Profeſſion, then a Mar has for his? For His 
I fay, in which he has the honour of the 
Gods for his Partners. And what's a Man's 

Trade fimply conſidered as a Man? Why 
nothing but the ſtudy and practice of Vir- 
tue, and Moral Philoſophy. 

XXXVI. The vaſt Continents of Europe 
and Aſa, are but Corners of the Creation 


The 


) 
N 
y 
ſt 
d 


wm A 


254 M xrcus ANTONINUS'S 


The Ocean is but a drop, and Mount Athos 
but a Grain in reſpe& of the Univerſe: And 
the preſent inſtant of Time but a Point to 
the extent of Eternity. Theſe things have 
all of them Little, Changeable, and Tran- 
ſitory Beings: Remember likewiſe that all 
things proceed from the Soul of the Univerſe, 
either by direct, or conſequential Cauſality. 
Thus the growling Deformity of a Lyon; 
the Poyſon of Serpents, Thorns and Dirt, 
and whatever ſeems Coarſe, or Offenſiue 
in Nature, ſtart out of ſomething more 
Noble, or belong to the Entireneſs of 
her Beautiful Productions. Don't there- 
· see Book fore ſuppoſe them inſignificant and un- 
z $5.2. worthy the Being you worſhip, but con- 
> ans the Fountain from whence all things 
Z 7 9 Io 2 050037159HP) 1436-40 
| AXNVII, -He:that has taken a View of 
. the) preſent Age, has ſeen as much as if he 
Had began with the World, and gone to the 
end ont; for all things are of a Kind, and 
* See Book of a Colour *, FU bia sid 
Boks, > XXXVIII. The mutual Dependance àll 
Veen. things have, and the Relation they ſtand 
in to each other, is worth your frequent 
obſer vation: - For all the Parts of Matter 
are in ſome meaſure linked together, and 
interwoven, and for this reaſon have a na- 
- tural Sympathy for each other. And thus 
Motion and theGantinitity of Matter, kes 
| one 
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one Body conſequent, and connected to an- 


other *. f 7 


on ſeems to 
be levell'd 


XXXIX. Bring your Will to your Fate, "i, Epi 


and ſuit your Mind to your Circumſtances. 
And love thoſe People heartily, that tis 
your Fortune to be engaged with. | 

XL. Thoſe Tools, and Utenfils are ſaid 


to be right, when they ſerve for the uſes 


they were made; Tho' in this Caſe the 
Artificer that made them is commonly ab- 
ſent. But in the Works of Nature, the 
Forming Power is always prefent with the 
Effe, and deſerves a particular Regard. 
From hence you are to conclude that as 
long as you behave your ſelf as this Sove- 
reign Power directs you, yon have your 
wiſhes in every thing. Indeed tis this bent 
of Inclination which makes the Gods hap- 
Py, and gives ſatisfaction to the Soul of the 
Univerſe, 

XII. If you ſuppoſe any thing which 


to'the other, will unavoidably:make you a 
Malecontent againſt the Gods, and put you 
upon hating thoſe People whom you either 


know or ſuſpect to be inſtrumental in your 
Misfortune. To be plain; our miſtake in 
this ſuppoſition and purſuing Objects above 
our reach, often makes us very unreaſon- 
able and unjuſt. But if we confine the No- 


tion 


cure s Hi- 


potheſis ot a 


Vacuum. 


lies ont of your command, to be Good or 
Evil your mifling the one, or falling in- 
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tion of Good and Evil to Things in our 

Power, then all the Motives to Complaint, 
and ill-nature will drop off; then we ſhall 

neither Remonſtrate againſt Heaven, nor 

quarrel with any Mortal living. 

XLII. All People concur in ſome mea- 
ſure to the purpoſes of Providence, tho all 
are not ſenſible of it. And thus as I remem- 

ber, Heraclitns obſerves, that thoſe who 

are aſleep, may be ſaid to help the World 
forward. In ſhort, the grand Deſign is car- 
ried on by different Hands, and different 

Hearts too. For even he that complains, 
makes head againſt his Fate, and ſtrives to 

pull the Adminiſtration in pieces, even 

ſuch a teſty Mortal as this, is uſeful in his 

„, Led. .. way: *Confider then how you are ranged, 

àud whether you have joyn d the Dutiful, 

or the diſaffected Party. For he that Go- 

verns the World, will certainly make you 

good for ſomething, and prove ſerviceable 

to his Scheme, one way or other. Have a 

care you don't ſerve for a Foil or a Jeſt; 

and make ſuch a ridiculous Figure in Na- 
ture, as that Doggril did in the Play Chry- 

pps mentions. 

XIIII. Every one ſhould keep to his Poſt, 

and be contented with the Aſſignments of 

Providence. The Sun never covets the pro- 


n 


perties of a Shower, nor does one in- 
terfere with another. Every thing is ſer- 
viceable 
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viceable in his on Station; and unreſem- 
bling Cauſes unite to advantage in the Ef- 
fect. Are not the Stars different from each 
other? And yet their influences agree toge- 
ther upon Sublunary Productions. a 

XLIV. If the Gods have decreed me any 


thing, they have decreed my advantage. 


If not they muſt either be miſtaken in their 
meaſures, or unbenevolent in their Deſign: 


Now as the firſt part of this Suppoſition is 


abſurd, ſo the latter is incomprehenſible. 
For to what purpoſe ſhould they intend 
me any harm? What would themſelves, or 
their Univerſe get by it? But granting they 
have made no particular provifion for me, 
yet fince their Government of the World is 
not diſputed, the conſequence will be much 
the ſame : For this way my affairs will be 
comprehended, and fall within the com- 
paſs of their general Providence, and why 
then ſhould I not be contented with what- 


ever happens? To put the Caſe farther, 


Suppoſe the Gods take care of nothing, 


which by the way we muſt reckon a ſcan- 
dalous Opinion; or elſe *twill be high time 


to leave off the common Solemnities of Sa- 


crificing, Prayers and Religions Swearing : 
if things lie thus, why all this Superſtiti- 
ous trouble in theſe, and many other in- 
ſtances? To what purpoſe ſhould we be- 
have our ſelves as if we were in the very 


Court 
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Court and Company of Heaven? However, 
fince a ſuppoſition implies nothing of real- 
ity, let it paſs for once : If the Gods there- 
fore will take care of none of us, 'tis cer- 

. tainly Lawful for me to take care of my 
ſelf. Now 'tis my Right toſtate the Notion 
of my own Convenience, and what is that? 
Why,that's convenient for every one, which 
ſuits his Nature, and his Species: Now my 
Nature has Reaſon, Sociable Principles, 
and publick Inclination- in't : By conſe- 
quence the Intereſt of my Country muſt be 
my own. Take me then under the particu- 

lar Diſtinction of Artoninus, and Rome is 

- my Town and Country; but conſider me 

as aMan in general, and I belong to the 
Corporation of the World. That therefore, 
and only that, which is ſerviceable to both 
theſe Societies, is an advantage to me. 
XLV. Whatever happens to particulars, 
is ſerviceable to the Univerſe, that Thought 
might [atisfie. But we can carry the Reaſons 
for Acquieſcence farther. For upon Obſer- 
vation you will perceive that what is pro- 
fitable to one Man, is in ſome meaſure for 

* he Sv: the Intereſt of the reſt. And here I take the 

nothing pro. word Profit, in the ſenſe of common accep- 

vine and tation, and not on the Language of the S- 


cho arte ic 
tho at thre * a . 

ame tive XLVI. You may remember at a Play, or 
eber ching, ſuch refembling Diverſions, coming over 


to be uſeful, . G 
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and over with the ſame thing, tires tlie 
Senſe, and extinguiſhes the Pleaſure, Re- 
move this Contemplation into Life; For 
here all things come round; And bring the 
ſame Cauſes and Appearances along with 
them. How long then will it be before you 
are cloyed with theſe Repetitions ? 

XLVII. Conſider. with your ſelf, that 
People of all Conditions, Profeſſions and 
Countries, are forc'd to Dye: Caſt your 

Eyes upon what ſort of Mortals you pleaſe, 
and you'l find them go the way of all Fleſh. 
And we muſt take our turn too with the 
reſt, and remove to the ſame place whi- 
ther ſo many famous Orators, and Philo- 
ſophers, Generals, Princes, and Heroes have 
ſhewn us the way. Thoſe great Sages Hera- 
clitus, Pythagoras, and Socrates; Thoſe Ce- 
lebrated Mathematicians Eudoxus, Hippar- 
chus, and Archimedes, had no privilege, or 
protection againſt Fate. Not to mention a 
reat many other extraordinary Genius's; 
erſons of Induſtry, Reach, and Spirit : 
They are all gone. Even thoſe Buffoors, 
who like Menippas were always Flouting, 
and Fleering at Mankind, tho' they lived 
in Jeſt, they dyed in Earneſt. Remember 
they are all in their Graves: And where's 
the harm of all this? Nay what are thoſe 
the worſe for't, that have not ſo much as 
left their own Names behind them ? _ 
| word, 
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word, There's only one thing here worth 
the minding ; And that is, not to imitate 
the Degeneracy of Mortals : But to be True, 
Honeſt, and Good-natur'd, even amongſt 
Knaves, and Sharpers. | 

XLVIII. When you have a mind to di- 
vert your Fancy, conſider the good Quali- 
ties of your Acquaintance. As the enter- 
prizing Vigour of this Man, the Modeſty 
of another, the Liberality of a Third, and 
ſo on. For there's nothing ſo Entertainin 
as a lively Image of the Virtues, and Ad- 
vantages of thoſe we Converſe with. Let 

ſuch an Idea therefore be always ready, 
and at hand. 

XLIX. You are not Angry becauſe you 
weigh ſo light in the Scale; and don't Ride 

Forty Stone Why then ſhould you be dif. 
ſatisfied becauſe your Life is not drawn out 
to an unuſual, and extraordinary Period? 
Youought to be no more Covetous of Time, 
than you are of Bulk, but be contented 
with the common Allowance. 

L. Tis good to try to bring People to a 
right underſtanding of the Caſe; but if 
they grow troubleſome, be govern'd by 

your own Conſcience, and never ask any 
bodies leave to be Honeſt. If there comes a 
force. upon you, and ſtops your Progreſs, 
diſengage and be eaſy, and make a Virtue 
of Neceſſity, Remember that you r 
too 
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took the Buſineſs, upon the conditian of 
its being Feaſible, and ne'er pretended to 
graſp at Impoſſibilities. What was it then 
you aim'd at? Why to do your beſt, and 
ſecure your Reaſon, Right! And this may 
be effectually done, tho the Enterprize 
ſhould happen to miſcarry, 

LI. The Ambitions Perſon Lodges his 
Happineſs in the Fancy of another : The 
Wluptuary Admires at Home, and keeps 
within the reach of his Senſes; but a Man 
of underſtanding depends upon himſelf, 
and makes Action, and not Appetite his 
Pleaſure. 416 

LII. We are at liberty not to miſinter- 
2 Accident, and by conſequence may 

free from Diſturbance: Things have no 
ſuch power over Thoughts, as to make us 
of what judgment they pleaſe. 

LIII. Accuſtom your ſelf to attend to 
what is Diſcours' d; and as far as you can, 
get into the Soul of him that ſpeaks. 

 LIV. That which is not for the Intereſt 
of the whole Swarm, is not for the Intereſt 
of a ſingle Bee. ; 


LV. If the Patient rails at the Doctor, 


or the Crew at the Maſter of the Veſſel, 

who will they mind, or what good is to 

be done upon them? Or which way can 

ed JN, or a good Voyage be ex- 
ecte S 
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LVI. How many People that came into 

the World with me, are a out of i t al- 
ready? 

LVII. Honey taſts bitter to ſach as are 
troubled with an overflowing of the Gall, 
and People bitten by a Mad Dog, are 
frighted at the ſight of Water: And on the 
other hand, a little Ball is a curious thin 
to a Child. This confider'd, why ſhoul 
you be angry with any one? Can you 
- magine that Error and. Ignorance has leſs 
force upon the Mind, than a little Gall, or 
Venome upon the Body? {7 

LVIII. As no body can rob you of the 
privileges of your Nature, or force you to 
live Counter to your Reafon, fo nothing 
can happen to you but what comes from 
Providence, and | conſiſts with the Intereſt 


* See Book Of the Univerſe. * 


LIX. Conſider with your ſelf, inn fort 
of People your Men of Popularity muſt 
court, what ſcandalous Submiſſions they are 
obliged to, and what poor returns ' they 
have for their pains? . And then how foon 
Death, and Oblivion ſweep all ug pg them. 
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H AT is Vice, and ue den > 
No Rarity you may depend ont. 
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When you are in danger of being Shock d, 


conſider that the ſight is nothing but what 


ou have frequently ſeen already. To be 

rief, Men and Manners are generally much 
what alike. All Ages and Hiſtories, Towns, 
and Families; are of the ſame Complexi- 
on ; and full of the ſame Stories: There's 
nothing new to be met with ; but all things 
are common, and quickly over. 

II. Opinions, whether right or wrong, 
cannever be pull'd out of your head, unleſs 


' theGrounds, and Reaſons of them are firſt. 


remov'd. Tis your Intereſt therefore to 
awaken your Memory, and refreſh, thoſe 


Notions which are Serviceable, and well ex- 


amin d. For the purpoſe: you may ſay to 


Jude ſelf, tis in my power to form a right 


udgment upon the preſent Emergency 3 


And why then ſhould I be diſturb d at it? 


For nothing that does not enter my Mind, 
and get within me, can hurt me. Hold to 
this, and you are ſafe. Come, Vl tell you 
a way how you may live your Time over 
again: Do but recollect, and review what 
you have ſeen already, and the work is done. 


III. Gazing after Triumphs, and Caval- 


cades; the Diverſions of the Stage-Farms 
well ſtock d with Flocks and Herds; con- 
teſts for Victory in the Field; Theſe are the 


little Pleaſures, and concerns of Mortals. 
Would you have a farther Illuſtration, * 
7 . e 


2 
% * 
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ſee an lmage of them elſewhere? Fancy 
then that you ſaw two or three Whelps 
quarrelling about a Bone; Fiſhes ſcramblin 
for a Bait, Piſmires in a peck of troubles 
about the Carriage of a Grain of Wheat; 
Mice frighted out of their Wits, and ſcou- 
ring croſs the Room; Poppets dancing up- 
on a Wire, &c. And after all, tho? Humane 
Life is but ordinary, and trifling, a Wiſe 
Man muſt be eaſie and Good- humour'd, and 
not grow Splenetick, or Haughty upon the 
Contemplation. Remembring notwith- 
ſtanding, that the true Bulk and Bigneſs of 
a Man, is to be meaſur'd by the fize of his 
Buſineſs, and the Quality of his Inclinations. 
TV. Don't let either Diſcourſe or Action 
paſs unobſerved, attend to the Senſe 'and 
Signification of the one, and to the Ten- 
dency and Deſign of the other. 
V. Am !] ſufficiently qualify'd for this 
Buſineſs or not? If I am, Tle make uſe of 
my Talent as given me by Heaven for that 
purpoſe. If I am not, F]I either let it alone, 
and Reſign it to a better Capacity, or elſe 
I do what I can, Ill give my Advice, 
and put the executing Part into an Abler 
Hand; And thus by looking out for help, 
the Juncture may be nick d, and the Ge- 
neral Intereſt ſecur'd. For whatſoever I 
Act either by my ſelf, or in Conj unctiom with 
another, I am always to aim gt the advan- 
tage of the Community. VI. 
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VI. How many Famous Men are dropt 
out of Hiſtory, and forgotten? And how 
many Poets and Panegyriſts, that promiſed 
to keep up other Peoples Names, have loſt 
their own? 

VII. Never be aſham'd of Aſſiſtance: 
Like a Centinel at the Storming of a Town, 
your buſineſs is to mantain your Poſt, and 
execute your Orders. Now ſuppoſe you 


happen to be Lame at an Aſſault. and can't 


mount the Breach upon your own Feet, 


won't you ſuffer your Comrade to help you? 


VIII. Be not diſturb'd about the Future; 
for if ever you come to it, you'l have the 
ſame Reaſon for your Guide, and Protecti- 
on, which preſerves you at preſent. 

IX. All parts of the Univerſe are Inter- 
woven, and Tyed together, And no one 
thing is Foreign, or Unrelated to another. 


This general Connexion, gives Unity, and 


Ornament to the World. For the World, 
take it altogether, is, but One: There's 
but one ſort of Matter to make it of, one 
God to govern it, and one Law to guide it: 
For run through the whole Syſtem of Ra- 


tional Beings, and you'l find Reaſon, and. 


Truth, is but ſingle, and the ſame. And 
thus Beings of the ſame kind, and endued 
with the ſame Reaſon, are made happy by 
the ſame Exerciſes of it. 


5 WW | X. All 
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X. All Compoſitions of Matter fly off 
apace to the Common Stock, and Recepta- 
cle: Spirits are quickly (wallow'd up in the 


* See Book Soul of the Dniverſe, * and ſo is Memory, 
And Fame, in the Gulph of Time. 


XI. With Rational Beings Nature, and 
Reaſon is the ſame thing. By conſequence 
to act according to the one, muſt be to act 
according to the other. 5 
XII. Either ſtand upright upon your 
own Legs, or let another ſupport you. 
XIII. Does Continuity and Connexion 
create Sympathy and Relation, inthe Parts 
of the Body? Why Reſemblance, and as 
one may ſay, Conſanguinity of Nature, 
does the ſame thing among Rational Be- 
_ Ings; For tho they are not tack'd together 
by Extenſion, and Union of Place; They 
ſeem all made to cooperate with each o- 
ther. This Thought will be more Intel- 
ligible and Affecting, if you frequently 
conſider your ſelf as a Member of the Ra- 
tional Syſtem; But if you reckon your ſelf 
only a Part, this Relation will prove too 
weak for a Principle of Action. This Re- 
moter Notion won't Cheriſh good Nature 
enough, nor carry it to a Juſt Improve- 
ment. You won't love Mankind ſo heartily 
as you ſhonld do; Under this Perſuaſion ; 
a generous Action will ne er Delight and 
Regale you; you'l do a good Office meer- 
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ly for Faſhon and Decency, but not as if 
it was really a kindneſs to your ſelf. 

XIV. Let Accidents happen to ſuch as 
are liable to the Impreſſion, and thoſe that 
feel Misfortune, may complain of it if they 
pleaſe. As for me, let what will come, I 
can receive no Damage by it, unleſs I think 
it a Calamity; Wd tis in my power to 
think it none, if I have a mind to it. 


Xx. Let Peoples Tongues, and Actions 


be what they will, my buſineſs is to keep 
my Road, and be Honeſt. And make the 
ſame Speech to my ſelf, that a piece of. 
Gold, or an Emerald ſhould, if they had 
Senſe and Language: Let the World talk 
and take their Method, I ſhan't mind it, 
but ſparkle and ſhine on, and be true t 
my Speciet, and my Colour. 7; 
XVI. Does not the Mind give the Man 
the Diſturbance? Does ſhe not bring Fears, 


and Fits of the Spleen upon her ſelf? Let 


any other Body try to diſquiet her if they 
canz When they have done their worlt, 
tis in her power to prevent the Impreſſion. 
And as for this wal Carcaſe, let it Com- 

lain, and Feel, and be Frighted, if it 

now how. Tis true the Soul is the Seat 
and Principle of Thought, and by conſe- 
quence of Paſſion, and Pain; However 
this Paſſive Capacity will do no harm, un- 


leſs you thro her into Fancies, and Fears 
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*The | old about it: * For the Mind is in her own 

radox. Nature ſelf-ſufficient, and muſt create her 

A Sica! wants before ſhe can feel them. * This pri- 

pier © vilege makes her Impregnable, and above 

Reſtraint; unleſs ſhe Teazes, and puts 
Fetters upon her ſelf. 

XVII. What is Happineſs but wiſe Think- 

ing, or a Mind rightf#diſpos'd > Why 

vapor: then does Fancy * break in and diſturb the 

nion con- Scene? Be gone! I'll have nothing to do 


cerning 


Good ard With the Impoſturesof Imagination! How- 
wil People ever ſince they have Cuſtom to plead 


en wich zu their Excuſe, let them withdraw, and 
nicks ex. I'Il forgive them. i 
ches. XVIII. Is any one afraid of Diſſolution 
and Change? I would gladly know what 
can be done without it? If the Courſe of 
Nature, and the method of the Univerſe, 
| won't reconcile us to the Expectation, we 
are ſomewhat unreaſonable. Pray muſt 
not your Wood be turn'd into a C6al, be- 
fore your Bath can be ready for you? 
Muſt not your Meat be changed in your Sto- 
macxk to make it fit to Nouriſh you ? In. 
deed what part of Life or Convenience can 
go forward without Alteration? Now in all 
likely hood a Revolution in your Carcaſs, 
and Condition, may be as ſerviceable to the 
Morid in general „ 38 thoſe Alterations 
abovemention d are to ou. 
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Diſſolved, and Hurried through the Uni. 
verſal Maſs, where at laſt they incorporate, 
grow ferviceable, and become a ſort of 
- - Limbs to the World. How many ſuch emi- 
nent Sages, as Chryſppus, Socrates, and 
Epictetus, have ſunk in the Gulph of Time; 
And the ſame Reflection will hold good 
concerning any other Perſon, or Thing 
whatſoever. & | 
XX. I am only ſolicitous about one 
Thing ; And that is, leſt I ſhould not A& 
up to the Nature, and Dignity of a Man; 
Leſt I ſhould fail in ſome of the Circum- 
ſtances of my Duty; and miſmanage either 
in the Matter, Manner, or Time of doing it. 
XXI. 'Twill not be long before you will 
have forgotten all the World; and in a 
little time, to be even, all the World will 
forget you too. | | | 
XXII. Tis the privilege of Humane 
Nature above Brytes, to love thoſe that 
diſoblige us; To practiſe with Eaſe and In- 
clination, you muſt conſider, that the 
Offending Party is of Kin to you, that Ig- 
norance is the cauſe of the Misbehaviour; 
that the Will, and the Fault ſeldom go to- 


Pere. * that you'll both of you quickly + See this 


in your Graves; but efpecially conſider 


that you have received no harm by the In- 
jury: For if your Reaſon is untouch'd, and 


your Mind ne'er the worſe, there can be 
no Damages done. XXIII. 


* 


270. Marcus ANTONINUSS : 


XXIII. God, or the Spirit of Nature, 
works the Maſs of Matter like Wax, Now 
for the purpoſe, *tis a Horſe; ſodn after 
you'll have it melted down, and Run into 
the Figure of a Tree; And from this Form 
tis poſſible it may remove into the Fleſh 
and Bones of a Man ; or what you pleaſe, 
And tis but a little while that tis fixt in 
one Species, Now a Trunk feels no more 

pain by being knocked in pieces, than 
*This si: When it was firſt put together. 
broughrro XXIV. A ſour gruff look is very unna- 
ine lind tUral, and to put it on often will make it 
independ: ſettle; and deſtroy the Beauty, and Plea- 


ence on t 


Body 5 | ſantneſs of the Aſpect to that degree, that 
Paradox. tis never to be recovered: From whence 
| you may conclude it a fooliſh cuſtom. 
XXV. Tis high time for thoſe People 
to Dye, that have out- lived the Senſe of 
their own Miſdemeanours. POLES 
 XXVI. That Being which governs Na- 
ture, will quickly change the preſent Face 
_ on't, One thing will be made out of ano- 
ther, by frequent Revolutions; And thus 
the World will be always coming new out 
of the Mint. Fr l 
XXVII. When any one misbeha ves him- 
ſelf towards you, immediately bethink your 
ſelf what Notions he has concerning Ad- 
vantage and Diſadvantage : When you 
have found out this, you] pity him, and 


* 


— 


” 


— 


Meprrarlioxs, Oc. 271 


neither be angry, nor ſurpriſed at the Mat- 
ter. It may be upon enquiry, you may 
find your Opinions upon theſe points much 
the ſame; and then you ought to pardon 
him; for you would have done the ſame 


thing your ſelf upon the ſame Occaſion, 


But if your Notions of Good and Evil, are 
different, and more juſt than his, then your 
Paſſion will vield to your Good Nature, 
and you! eaſily bear with his Ignorance. 

XNVIII. Don't let your Head run upon 


that which is none of your own. But pick 


out ſome of the beſt of your Circumſtances, 


and conſider, how eagerly you would wiſh 


for them, were they not in your poſſeſſion; 
bat then you muſt take care to keep your 
ſatisfaction within compaſs, for fear it 
fhould carry you too far, make you over- 
value the Object, and be diſturb'd at the 
loſs of it. | 

XXIX. Fortifie at home, and rely upon 


your ſelf. For a Rational Mind is born to 
the privilege: of Independance. Honeſty, 


and the Inward Quiet conſequent to it, is 


enough in all Conſcience, to make you 
Happy. 8 


XXX. Rub out the Colours of Inagina- 


# 


tion; * Don't ſuffer your Paſſions to make · see sea. 


preſs into the Nature of that which hap- 
From pens 


a Machine of you. Conſine your Care to #he '7 
Preſent; * Look through the Quality, and 


* See Book 
3 Sect. 12. 
& alib. 
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pens either to your ſelf, or another. Di- 


ſtinguiſh the parts of your Subject, and di- 
vide them into Matter and Form, and into 
Body, and Spirit * when they have them : 
Think upon your Laſt Hour; and don't 
trouble your ſelf aboutother Peoples Faults, 
but leave them with thoſe that muſt an- 
ſwer for them. | 
XXXI. When you hear a Diſcourſe, make 
your Underſtanding keep pace with it, and 
reach as far as you can into thoſe Things 
which fall under your Obſervation. 
XXXII. Would you ſet off your Perſon, 
and recommend your ſelf? Let it be done 
by Simplicity and Candour, by Modeſty of 
Behaviour, and by Indifference to External 
Advantages: Love Mankind, and reſign to 
Providence: For as the Poet obſerves, AZ 
things are under Law, and Superiour Direcłi- 
on. And what if the Elements only had 
their Courſe chalk'd out, and their Moti- 
ons preſcribed them? But we may carry 
the concluſion farther. For there are at the 


moſt but very few things in the World per- 


fectly turn'd over to Chance and Liberty. 
XXXIII. Let Death make Aromes, or Va- 
euum of me, or what you pleaſe, twill come 
to this upſhot at laſt z Twill either extin- 
guiſh my Being, or Tranſlate me to ano 

ther State. 9 N 
XXIV. As for Pain, if tis 
| e 
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the extremity will deſtroy it ſelf, and quick- 
ly diſpatch you: If it ſtays long, you'] be 
big enough to grapple with it. Your Mind 
in the mean time will (ave her ſelf by the 
ſtrength of Thought, keep undiſturb'd, and 
ſuffer nothing. And for your Limbs that? re 
lye under the Execution, if they can com- 
— and make out any thing, let them 
o it. 8 8 

KXXV. To moderate your Ambition 
about Fame, conſider the Generality of the 
People that are to commend, and take no- 
tice of you; How Inſignificant they are; 
and how little in their Purſuits, and Aver- 
fions > Conſider alſo that as one Heap of 
 Sand'thrown upon another covers the Firſt, 

ſo it happens in the buſineſs of Fame, A 
new Glory eclipſes an old one; and the 
later Age is a fort of an Extinguiſher to the 
former. TEE e | 


XXXVI. A faying of Plato, * He that vu. ve 


©hasraiſed his Mind to a due pitch of Great 13 

* neſs, that has look'd through the World 

from one end tothe other, and carried his 

View through the whole extent of Mat- 

ter and Time, do you imagine ſuch a one 

© will think Humane Life any great buſi- 

© neſs? Not at all, (ſays tother Man in the 

* Dialogue : ) what then? Will the fear 

of Death afflict him? Far from it. 
XXXVII. There's a great deal of Truth 

Sk Tn ED | in 


| 
| 
| 
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in that ſentence of Antiſthenes. * That tis 
the Fate of Princes to be ill ſpoken of for 
_ © their Good Deeds. 

XXXVIII. Tis a ſhame that a Man 
ſhould not be Maſter of his Mind, as well 
as of his Countenance. That his Will ſhould _ 
be ſtronger for his Looks than for. his 
Thoughts; preſcribe what Air he pleaſes 

to the firſt, and let the other lye Mutinous, 
and Ungovernable. "FO 
XXXIX. "Tis to wo purpoſe to fall out with 
Accidents, and Things, for they don't care 4 
ns: Þarthing for g.% | 
the Empe- XI. Manage your ſelf with that Advan- 
Sibel fome tage, that I, and the God's too, may hae 
| the Porn fpleaſure and ati faction i in your Conduct f. 
IE | XLII. Fate Mows down Life like Cors, this 
Book. Mortal falls ; And tother ſtands a wie. 
— — XLII. J. Family ſiruch out of Preuir 
1 dence, and do — God's vl re me? F it be 
l they have reafc in negle@®. 
| — * XIII. Vi irtue mo 22 is 4 auen 
Ticen make my ſelf. tan * 
ariſtoph rg Not too much Sanpat hy wit hender 
rows And keep your Paſſions Fromm 
Hip * s of Tranſport, and Exceſs... 
„ Plato XLV. More of late s Sentences, * To | 
* ſuch a one I ſhauld return this very rea- 
ſonable Anſwer. Heark ye Friend, you 
* are mightily out, if you. think a Man that's 
800d or any thiog, is either Ae of 
IV- 


ſhuffling of the Elements be frequently the 
Subjects of your Meditation: Conſider the 


1 


_ - MEpiTATIONS, Oc. 275 


* Living, or Dying. No : His concern is 
only to bring his Actions to the Teſt, to 
© ſecure his Practice, and ſtand clear o 
* Knavery, and Misbehaviour. | 
XLVI. Plato again: Gentlemen, in *.. 
my opinion, when a Man is ſatisfied with 
© his own choice, or put into a Poſt by his 


_ © Superiours, his buſineſs is to ſtand Buff 1 


) „er Danger and Death, and fear no- 

thing but Diſgrace and Cowardice. 
XLVII. Plato once more. ----+ With f 

* your favour Sir, Tis not always the part hel 

of Virtue and Bravery, to preſerve either 

your own Life, or your Neighbours. He 

* that's a Man in good earneſt, muſt not be 

*{o-mean as to whine for. Life, and graſp 

* mtemperately at Old Age: Let him leave - 

this point to Providence. The Women in 

the Nurſery can tell him; that we muſt 

go, when our time is come. His Duty is 

to conſider, how he may make the moſt 

* of his Life, and ſpend what there is to 

the beſt advantage. | 
XLVIII. Let the Tranſmutation and 


Courſe of the Stars as if you were driving 
through the Sky, and kept themCompany. 
Such Contemplations as theſe brighten the 
Soul, and ſcour off the Ruſt contracted by 
converſing here Below. : 

| XLIX. 
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XLIX. Tis a handſome ſaying, that of 
Plato's : That when we conſider the State 
and Condition of Mankind, we ſhould 
place our Imagination upon ſome lofty 

Pyramid, orObſervatoire ; and from thence 
© take a Proſpect of the World, and look it 
over as it were at one View. Here we may 
*ſee how Mortals are drawn up into Towns, 
* and Armies in one place, and diſpers'd 
* for Husbandry in another ! Here are aban- 
dance of Things to be (een together, Mar- 
* riage and Confederacy treated by Nations 

_ © and Families, Births and Burials, Feaſting 
* and Jollity at one Houſe, and all in Tears 
at another. Here they are in a mighty Hur- 
ry at the Bar, and there up to the Ears in 
© Trading and Merchandize. Towards the 
gend of the proſpect, it may be you may 
* ſee a great deal of Barren, and Uninha- 
* bitable Wilderneſs, with variety of Bar- 
* barous People beyond it. Take it altoge- 
ther, tis a ſtrange medly of Buſineſs, Hu- 
* mour, and Condition; And yet if you con- 
* fider it throughly, you will find the Di- 
verſity and Diſagreement of the parts, 
contribute to the Beauty of the whole. 

L. By looking back into Hiſtory, and 

- conſidering the Fate and Revolutions of 
Government, you will be able to draw a 
1 Gueſs, and almoſt Prophecy upon the Fu- 
Wl ture. For things Paſt, Preſent, and to Come, 
oO are 


1 


n Err e —_” 


d 
of 
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are a Uniform, and of a colour; j 
and are commonly caſt in the ſame Mould: 
So that upon the Matter, Forty years of 


Humane Life, my ſerve for a Sample of 


Ten — * Both, in 

LI. What's g from Earth, diſſolves to 
Earth again, 7 4 eaven born things fly to 
their Native Seat: e purfpe 


If the Matter ak not ſtand thus, either e 


the Atomes will be untwiſted, or the Ele- 


ments ſcatter'd into inſenfibility. 9-1 

LII. We fred our ſelves up for long Life 
with 4 great deal of Care and Expence ; But 
alas | Fate will find us ont, and when the 
Gods give the Sign, we muſt Embert, tho 
never ſo unwilling 7. 

LIII. Can another Man Ride, or Ferice, 
better than you? it may be ſo. But tho you 
may fall ſhort in | your Exerciſes, let no Bo- 
dy out-do you in Virtue and Behaviour: 
Let no Body be more Liberal, and Modeſt, 
more Reſign d, and Forgiving than your ſelf; 

LIV. As long as a Man can make uſe of 


his Reaſon, and Act in concert with the 


Gods, he needs not queſtion the Event: 
There can be no grounds to ſuſpect Miſ- 


* 
+Eurip! 


fortune, provided you ſtick cloſe to Na- 


ture, and manage within the Character of 
youf condition; 
LV: Tis always, and every where iti 


your power, to roll. to the Gods, to bs 


T 
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PA 


juſt to Mankind; and to examine every 
Object with that Nicety, as never to be 
impos'd on. beret 02 
LVI. Neer make any rambling enqui- 
ries after other Peoples Thoughts, but look - 
directly at the Mark which Nature has ſet 
| you, Nature I ſay, either that of the Uni- 
be ne. verſe *, or your own: The firſt leads you 


ture of the 


God in the 


= is to ſubmiſſion to Providence; the latter to 


Langusgeof act a$ becomes you. Now that which is 
he Se. ſuitable to the Frame and Conſtitution of 
things, is what becomes them. To be more 

rt1 : The reſt of the World is de- 


onal Creatures, ſtanding all npon a 
Level, are-defign'd for the Advantage of 
ch other. Now a Beneficent and Socia- 
ble Temper, is that which Humane Na- 
ture was principally intended for: The 
next Thing defign'd in our Being, is to be 
proof againſt corporeal Impreſſions. It be- 
ing the peculiar privilege of Reaſon to 


=_ move within her ſelf, to fortiſie againſt an 


Aſſault, and not ſuffer Senſation, or Paſſion, 
to break in upon her. For theſe are both 
of Animal, and inferiour Quality. But the 
Onderſtariding part, claims a right to Go- 
vern, and won't bend to Mater, and Ap- 

Fs | 1 l petite 3 
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petite 3 And good reaſon for't, ſince ſhe 


was born to command and make uſe of 
them. The third main Requiſite in a Ra- 


tional Being, is to ſecure the Aſent from 


Raſtineſs, and Miſtake. Let your Mind but 
compaſs theſe points, and ſtick to them, 
and then (he is Miſtriſs of every thing 
which belongs to Her. 55 
LVII. We ought to ſpend the Remain- 
der of our Life as if twas more than we ex- 
cted, and lent us on purpoſe for wiſer 
anagement. | 
LVIII. Let your Fate be your Inclina- 
tion, for there's nothing more reaſonable 
and prudential. | 


LIN. When any Accident happens, call 


to mind Thoſe who have formerly been 


tinder the ſame Circumſtances, how full of 
Surprize, Complaint, and Trouble they 
were about the matter? And where are 
They now ? They are gone, their Mur- 
turing could not make them Immortal. To 
what purpoſe ſhould you imitate their Be- 
haviour: Can't you leave foreign Humours 
and Things, to their own Miſmanagement 
and Biaſs? Your buſineſs is only to mind 
your Conduct, and give a Turn of Advan- 
tage to the Emergency. Now you may be 
the better for the Misfortune, If you will 
but take care, and do nothing but what is 


warrantable- Always remembring, that Ac- 
| 1 eident? 
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cidents are indifferent in themſelves, and 
only good, or bad for us, accordingly as 
we ufe them. | , | 
LX. Look Inwards, and turn over your 
felf; For you have a laſting Mine of Hap- 
pineſs at home, if you will but Dig fort. 
LXI. Take care that, your Motions and 
Geſtures may be Grave, and Compos'd : 
For the ſame Air of Senſe and Decency, 
which the Mind can put into the Face, 
_ ought to be viſible through the whole Bo- 
dy: But then all this muſt be done with- 
out the leaſt Affectation. | 
LXII. The right Knack of Living, re- 
ſembles Wreſtling more than Dancing : 
For here a Man does not know his Move- 
ment, and his Meaſures beforehand : No, 
He is oblig'd to ſtand ſtrong againſt Chance, 
and ſecure himſelf as occaſion ſhall offer. 
LXIII. Well! It ſeems you deſire to be 
commended : But what ſort of People are 
They that muſt do you this Kindneſs, and 
how are their Underſtandings Furniſt'd ? 
Truly if you do but confider the Size of 
their Senſe, and the diſorder of their Paſſi- 
ons, you'l pity their ignorant Misbehavi- 
„ Our, and not care a ruſh for their Appro- 
charges 1%; bation. . | 
Vige upon LXIV. Tis a ſaying of Plato's, * that 20 
runes of Body ariſſes Trui h by their Good - will. The 
6 Hua fame may be ſaid with reference to = 
ali neſty, 


maus. 


. 
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neſty, Sobriety, Good Nature, and the like: 
Be particularly careful to remember this 
Hint, for twill help to ſweeten your Temper. 
LXV. When you lie under any Corpo- 
ral Affliction, let this Lenitive be at hand to 
relieve you ; That there is no Scandal in 
Pain, That the Sovereign Part of your 
Mind is ne er the worſe for it. For how can 
ſhe ſuffer, unleſs her Eſſence, or her Bene- 
volence were impair d? Beſides, Epicurns's 
Maxim will help to ſupport you under 
moſt Pains; For as he obſerves, They will 
either be Tolerable, or quickly over. But then 
you muſt keep your Notions Tight, and 
not run into the common Opinion about 


them *. And here you muſt remember, that Ss 


there are many more Sexſations than we 
are aware of, which belong to the Nature 
of Pain. Such as Nodding, when one 
would be awake, Broiling in the Heat of 


the Sun, and Nauſeating ſome part of our 


Diet. Now when you find your ſelf Fret 
and grow diſturb'd at theſe Things; take 


8. ScQ. 49, 


notice that you are catch'd Napping; and 


that Pain has gotten the Better of you. 
LXVI. Don't return the Temper of Ill- 

natur'd People upon themſelves, nor treat 

them as they do the reſt of Mankind. 
LXVII. Which way are we to conclude 


that Socrates was a better Man in Virtue and r 


1 tis 


Temper, than Telauges . To make out this, % 
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'tis not enough to ſay, that he diſputed 

better, and died Bolder. The Auſterity and 

Diſcipline of his Life; his Bravery in ſlight- 

ing the Orders of the Thirty Tyrants, and 

> one Sls refuſing to apprehend an Innocent Per- 

Man of For ſon z The Gravity and Greatneſs in his 

Mien and Motion: (Tho the truth of this 
laſt particular may be queſtion d:) All this 

Glitter won't make the Character ſhine out. 

To prove the point, we muſt examine what 

ſort of Soul Socrates carried about him: 

Could he be contented with the Conſci- 

ence of an Honeſt and a Pious Man? Did 

he not Fret and Fume to no purpoſe at the 

Knavery, and Wickedneſs of the Age? Was 

he govern'd by no Bodies Ignorance? Did 

he never queſtion the Equity of Providence, 

grow ſurpriz d at his hard Fortune, and 

ſink under the Weight of it? To conclude, 

Did he keep Pain and Pleaſure at a due di- 

ſtance, and not dip his Soul too deep in 

his Senſes > Theſe Marks are the only Teſt 

of 23 Great Man; and tis to no pu 4 to 

pretend to that Character without t 

LXVIII. Nature has not — your 

Compoſition ſo cloſe, as to deſtroy the 
pr of Matter, and Spirit No, the 

Mind is in a condition to diſtinguiſh her Fa- 

culties, to ſet out her Juriſdiction, and do 

her own bufineſs her ſelf. And now I think 


5 gt, lodge t this wage 7! in your Memory 


rt 
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That a Man may be a firſt Rate in Vertue, 
and true Value, and yet be very obſcure at 
the ſame time. Yon may likewiſe obſerve, 
that happineſs lies in alittle Room : Grant- 
ing your Talent won't reach very far into 
Logick, and Natural Philoſophy. Fhis can't 
hinder the Freedom and Greatneſs of your 
Mind, nor depriye you of the Bleſſings of 
—_— Beneficence, and Reſignation. 
LXIX. You may live with all the free- 
dom and ſatisfaction imaginable, tho' the 
whole World ſhould Bawl againſt you, and 
cry you down; Nay, tho' a brace of Lions 
ſhould quarter upon your Carcaſs, and tear 
you Limb from Limb. For pray how can 
any thing of this, reach up to your Mind, 
and ruffle her ſerenity * > How can it pre- ed 
vent your paſſing a right Judgment 3 = 
your Circumſtances, and making the beſt 
uſe of them? And thus your Reaſon may 
repel the Attack, and argue thus againſt the 
Object of Terror. Look ye! You are not 
* fo Fierce as you are Painted; Nature has 
made you one thing, and common miſtake 
* another. To be plain, I expected to en- 
gage you, and now you are come, III 
turn you to ſome account or other. For 
tis my way, to make every thing ſerve . 
© for ſomething. In ſhort, you may work 
| any Accident into an inſtance of Virtue; 
into a performance of ſome Duty, either 
5 ds 12 o_ to 
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to God, or Man: By conſequence we need 
not be ſurpriz'd, or over-ſet by any Ren- 
counter. For to take things rightly, there's 
nothing new in them, or difficult to deal 
with. TR | 
LX. He that's come to the top of Wif- 
dom, and Practice, ſpends every. Day as if 
it were his laſt ; And is never guilty of o- 


7 9 „ / ad 


ver- driving, Sluggiſhneſs, or Infincerity. - | 
LXXI. Tho”. the God's are immortal, J 
and have their patience tryed through ſo : 


many Ages, yet they not only bear with a a | 

wicked World, but provide Liberally for | 
it into the Bargain: And are you that are 
juſt going off 1 — Stage ſick of the Compa- 

ny? Are you tired with ill Men already, 

nd yet one of thoſe unhappy Mortals your 

CAL £ en LEES ee atria ewe 

ILXXII. Tis great Folly to run from other 
Peoples Faults, and not part with your own: 

This is going quite the wrong way to work, 

graſping at a Project impracticable, and lo- 

ſing an Ad vantage which lies in your power. a 
LXXIII. Whatever Buſineſs tends neither 

to the Improvement of your Reaſon, nor 

the beneſit of Society, conclude it beneath 

you, and manage accordingly. ...... ..... - 

LXXIV. When you have done a kind- 

neſs, and your Neighbour is the better 

for t, what need you he ſo Ignorant, as to 
look any farther, and lie gaping for Re- 


Fl ” 
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LXXV. No body is ever tired with Fa- 
vours, and Advantages: Now to Act in 
Confarmity to. the Laws of Nature and 
Reaſon, is certainly an Advantage? Don't 
you therefore grow weary of doing good 
Offices, for by ebliging others, you are re- 
ally kind to your ſelf, | 
ILXXVI. There was a time when God 
and Nature was employed in making the 
World: So that Now all Events muſt ei- 
ther be conſequences of Decree, and Re- 
ſult from the firſt Meaſures ; or elſe the Soul 


of the. Univerſe * fail'd in the Execution of · Goa. 


her principal Deſign. Now the abſurdity 
of this latter ſuppoſition, will go a great 
way towards the making a Mai Paßt. — 
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T ; p O keep you Modeſt, 3 Mortified 


ta vainGlory, remember that it has 
not been your good Fortune to ſpend your 
Life wholly in the purſuit of Virtue, and 
— Wiſdom: Tour Friends and your ſelf too, 
are ſufficiently acquainted how much you 
fall ſhort of Philoſophy : And tho' Merit, 
and Character are Fei parted, yet 
the bare Report of being a Philoſopher, 
is no eaſie matter for you to compaſs: You 

are unqualified by your Station, and too 


much 
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4 
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much Embarraſs for this Privilege. How- 
ever, fince you know how to come at the 


thing, ne er be concern'd about miſſing the ſta 
Credit on't. Be ſatisfied therefore, and for po 


the reſt of your Life let your on Rational 
Nature direct you. Mind then what ſhe 
would be at, and let nothing Foreign di- 
ſturb you. You are very ſenſible how much 
you have Rambled after Happineſs, and 
fail'd. Neither Learning, nor Wealth, nor 
Fame, nor Pleaſure, could ever help you 
to it. Which way is it to be had then? By 
Acting up to the height of Humane Na- 
ture. And how ſhall 17 5 do this? Why 
by getting a right Set of Principles for 
Thoughts, and Practice. And what Prin- 
ciples are thoſe? Such as State and Diſtin- 
guiſh Good and Evil. Such as give us to 
underſtand, that there is nothing properly 
good for a Man, but what promotes the 
Virtues of juſtice, Temperance, Fortitude, 
and Benevolence; nor any thing bad for 
him, but that which carries him off to the 
contrary Vices. | | 


II. At every Action, and Enterprize, ask 
your ſelf this queſtion z what will the con- 
ſequence of this be to me ? Am I nat like- 
1y to repent of it? I ſhall be dead in alittle 
time, and then all's over with me. If the pre- 
| ſent undertaking is but ſuitable to an Tntel- 
| ligent, and Sociable Being, and one we 
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has the honour to live by the ſame Rule, 
and Reaſon with God himſelf ; If the Caſe 
ſtands thus, all's well, and to what Pure 
poſe ſhould you look any farther? 1 
III. Alexander, Julius Cæſar, and Pom- 
pey, what were they in Compariſon of Di- 
ogenes, Heraclitus, and Socrates Theſe 
Philoſophers look'd through Caxſe, Matter, 
and Conſequence, and underſtood the Na- 
ture, and Uſe of Things. This was Noble 
Furniture for a Man's Head, and Happi- 
neſs : But as for thoſe great Princes, what a 
Load of Cares were they peſter'd with, and 
how much Slaves to their Ambition? 
IV. Neer diſturb your ſelf, for People 
will beuntoward, and play the ſame Pranks 
over again, tho you ſhould fret your heart 
Out. 1 * i 
V. In the firſt place, keep your ſelf ea- 
ſie, for all things are govern d by the Laws, 
and Order of Providence: Beſides, you't 
quickly go the way of all Fleſh, as Auguſtue, 
Adrian, and the reſt of the Emperours 
have done before you. Farther, Examine 
the matter to the bottom, 'and remember, 
that the top of your buſineſs is to be a 
Good Man: Therefore whatever the Dig- 
nity of Humane Nature requires of you, 
ſet about itpreſently, without Ifs, or Ands : 
And ſpeak always according to your Con- 
ſcience, but let it be done in the Terms of 


Good Nature and Civility, = VL. 
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** 


And aſſigns 


VI. Tis the method of Providence, to 
change the Face of Things, and remove 
Fortune and Succeſs from one place to an- 
other. All Conditions are ſubject to Revo- 
lution; ſo that you need not be afraid of 
Unuſual Treatment. For you ſtand upon 
no worſe ground than the reſt of the World; 
and will only have your ſhare of the com- 
mon Fate. Fre 1230 $24 
VII. Every Being is at eaſe, when the 
Powers of it move regularly, and without 
interruption... Now a Rational Being is in 
this proſperous Condition, when her Judg- 


ment is gain d by nothing but Truth, and 


Evidence; when her Deſigns are all meant 
for the Advantage of Society. When her 
Deſires, and Averſions, are confin d to 
Objects within her Power; when ſhe reſts 
ſatisfied with the Diſtributions of Provi- 
dence : For which ſhe has great reafon; in 


* The ge: Tegard ſhe is a part of it her ſelf *; And 
* 1 | 
the Sou 


part of God. t the Nature of the Tree which bears , 


with as much propriety as a Leaf belongs 
Only with this difference, that a Leaf is 


part of a Nature, without Senſe, or Rea- 


ſon, and lyable to be check d in its Opera- 


tions; Whereas a Man is a Limb, as it 


were, of an Intelligent Righteous, and ir- 
reſiſtible ng Being that is all Wiſdom; 

Matter and Form, Time, 
Force, and Fortune, to every thing 2 
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Meaſure, and Proportion. And this yow'l 


eaſily perceive if you don't ſtop ſhort in 
your ſpeculation; and make a lame En- 
quiry; But compare the whole of one 
thing, with the whole of another. 

VIII. You have no leiſure to read Books, 
What then? You have leiſure not to be 
Haughty, or play the Knave. Tis in your 
power to be Superiour to your Senſes, and 
paramount over Pleaſure and Pain. To be 
deaf to the Charms of Ambition, and look 
downupon Fame and Glory. *Tis in your 
power not only to forbear being angry with 
People for their Folly, and Ingratitude, but 
over and above, to cheriſh their Intereſt, 


and take care of them. 


IX. Never cenſure a Court Life, nor 
ſeem diflatisfied with your own. 

X. Repentance is a reproof of a Man's 
Conſcience, for the neglect of ſome Advan- 
tages. Now whatever is Morally good is 
Profitable, and ought to be theConcern 
of a Man of Probity : But no Good Man 
was ever inwardly troubled for the Omiſ- 
fion of any pleaſure, or the balking of his 
Senſes: From whence it follows, that plea- 


ſiure ſtrictly ſpeaking, is neither profitable, 


nor Good. 

XI. To go to the Bottom of a Thing, 
theſe Queſtions ſhould be anſwered, what 
is it in its proper Nature and 
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Of what ſort of Matter, and Form does it 1 


conſiſt > What ſhare of Force and Action 
has it in the World? and how long is it 
likely to ſtay there ? | | 
XII. When you find your ſelf fleepy in a 
Morning, temember that buſineſs, and do- 
ing ſervice to the World, is to Act up to 
Nature, and live like a Man: Whereas 
fleeping does but degrade you for the time, 
and bring you down to a Beaſt. Now thoſe 
Actions which fall in with theDefign and 
Properties of Nature, are more fuitable, 
and ſerviceable, and upon a Cuſtom, more 
pleaſant than others. 6 
XIII. Upon every new Idea, let it be 
your conſtant Cuſtom to make uſe of your 
Talent in Phyſecks, Metaphyſicks, and Mo- 
rality, and examine the Object in the re- 
ſpective Enquiries of thoſe Sciences. 


XIV. When you ate about to. converſe 


with any Perſon, make this ſhort ſpeech to 
your ſelf. How. does this Man's Definiti- 


ons ſtand affectedꝰ What Notions has he 
about Good, and Evil? Nay if his Under- 


ſtanding is ſo miſled, if he has ſuch unfor- 
tunate Opinions concerning Pleaſure, and 
Pain, and the Cauſes of them ; If his Fan- 
cy, or his Fears are miſapplied, or over 


proportion'd with reſpect to Reputation, 
or Ignominy, to Life or Death; If the 


Caſe ſtands thus with him, I domt wonder 
ch him cr 
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at his Practice; for indeed *tis next to im- 
poſſible he ſhould do otherwiſe. 

Xv. Would it not be an odd inſtance of 
ſurprize to ſtare at a Fig-tree for bearing 
Figs > Why then ſhould it ſeem ſtrange to 
us, for the World to Act like it ſelf, and 
produce things purſuant to Quality, and 
Kind? This is juſt as Fooliſh as it would be 
for a Phyſician to wonder at a Fever, or a 
Maſter of a Veſſel at a croſs Blaſt of Wind. 


| XVI. To Retract or mend a Fault at the 


Admonition of a Friend, hurts your Credit 
or Liberty, no more thanif you had grown 
wiſer upon your own Thought. For *tis 
ſtill your own Judgment and Temper, 
which makes you ſee your miſtake, and 
willing to retrieve it. 

XVII. If what is done diſpleaſes you, 
why do you do it, if 'tis in your power to 
let it alone ? But if you can't help it, who 
do you complain of? The Atomes, or the 


Gods ? Either way is diſtraction, and Tha ;« 
therefore we muſt murmur againſt nothing. 


If you can mend the Matter, go about it: 
If you cannot, what are you the better for 


any thing to no purpoſe. 
XVIII. Whatever drops out of Life, is 


catch't up ſomewhere, for the World loſes, _ 
nothing. F Within this Circumference of 1 


Providence, 


World muſt 
be govern d 


Grumbling? Now a Man ſhould never do n 


Corporeity, all things have their ſeveral adl. 


orms, 


* 
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Forms, and Revolutions; And here tis 
likewiſe that they return int t, and 
firſt Principle; Under which Notion thoſe 


of the World and your own, are the very 

ann die, fame z And all theſe laſt Changes are made 

the lame Without the leaſt Repining : And why then 
aan” ſhould the ſame Matter that lies quiet in an 

Element, Grumble in a Man ? 5 

XIX. Providence does not grant Force, 

and Faculties at Random, but every thing 

- Is made for ſome end: The Sun as high as 

*tis, has its buſineſs aſhgn'd, and ſo have 

„The Ru. the Celeſtial Deities : * And where's the 

perour wonder of all this? But pray what were 


means the 


Stars which YOU made for? For your pleaſure? Com- 
the Heathen 


and ſome mon Senſe won't bear ſo ſcandalous an An- 
— Me. - | v7 8 
wand, zu: XX. Nature f 238 the End of 
war x piric every thing, no leſs than its Beginning, and 
gence was Continuance: As he that ſtrikes a Ball, de- 
Center. and figns whither it ſhould go, as well as which 
Governed way And what's the Ball the better all this 
the Luzina- While for mounting, or the worſe for fly- 
Por po ing Lower, and coming to the Ground? 
bene. What does a Bubble get in the ſwelling, or 
loſe in the breaking? The ſame may be 
ſaid of a Candle, whieh is every jot as hap- 

py out, as burning. 5 
XXI. Turn your Carkaſs the wrong fide 
outwards, and be proud if you can; And 
to improve your thought, conſider what a 
Beauty, 
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Beauty, Age, Diſeaſes, and Death, will 
make of you; And to keep you low in 
your Computations upon Fame, conſider 
that both the Orator, and the Hero, the 
Men, and the Merit, will quickly go off, 
and be out of ſight; that the Earth is but 
a point, and that we live but in a Corner of 
this little Dimenſion neither, That Men 
differ in their Notions of Honour and E- 
ſteem ; and that even the ſame Perſon, is 
not of the ſame Opinion long together. 
XXII. Mind that which lies before you, 
whether it be Thought, Word, or Action: 
You are well enough ſerv'd, * for Poſt-* nere the 
poning your Improvement, and making w 
Virtue wait for you till to Morrow. 1— 
XXIII. Am L about any thing? III do it 
with regard to the Intereſt of Mankind: 
Does any thing happen to me extraordina- 
ry? Ile receive it as the appointment of 
Fate, and the Diſtribution of Heaven. e 
XXIV. Think a little, and tell me what Peron 
you meet with in the buſineſs of Bathing ? md mn 
There's Oy], and Sweat, and Dirtineſs, and Fm. 
Water, but an Offenſive Mixture take it al- —_ 
together. Why Life and Satisfaction is 
made up of much ſuch indifferent Stuff ; 
but Coarſe if you examine it to the Bottom, 
XXV. Lucille Buried Veras, and fol- 
low'd him ſoon after. Secunda did the ſame 
Office for Maximus, 11 ſurviv'd but a lit - 
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tle while. And thus it fared with Epityn- 
chanus, and Diotimus, with Antoninus, and 
* Amis Fauſtina, with Celer, Þ and the Emperour 


Pius Em- 


pres, Adrianws; they aſſiſted at one Funeral, and 
An O:ator, . | 
or Rhetorick QUIcCkly made another themſelves. Thus 
Mee. Poor Mortals moulder away! Where are 
0200s thoſe Men of Reach, and Prognoſtication ? 
Lau he. And tother haughty fantaſtical Sparks? 
They made a great Noiſe and Figure for- 
merly, but what's become of them now ? 
Where are thoſe Celebrated Philoſophers, 
Charax, Eudæmon, Demetrius the Platoniſt, 
and others of their Learning, and Cha- 
racter. Alas! They took but a turn in the 
World, and are gone long ſince. Some of 
them have ſunk to Rights, and left no Me- 
mory behind them; The Hiſtory of others 
is overcaſt, and dwindled into Fables, and 
a Third ſort have decayed farther, and 
dropt even out of a Romance. Your buſi- 
neſs is therefore to remember, that after 
Death your Body will fall in pieces, and 
fly off into Atome; And as for your Spirit, 
that will either be extinguiſh'd, orremov'd 
into another Station. 

XXVI. Pleaſure and Satisfaction, con- 
ſiſt in following the Bent of Nature, and 
doing the things we were made for. And 
which way is this to be compaſs d? By the 

Practice of general Kindneſs, by neglecting 
the Importunity, and Clamour of our Sen- 


ſes, 


| of Thought, are lodged within, and there 


* The did 


of Nature, an 


r 
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ſes, by diſtinguiſhing Appearance from 
Truth, and by contemplating the Nature 
and Works of the Almighty. All this is 
ating according to kind, and keeping the 
Faculties in the Right Channel. 

XXVII. Every Man has three Relations 
to acquit himſelf in: His Body helps to 
make one, the Deity another, and his 
Neighbours a Third, 3 

XXVIII. If Pain is an Affliction, it muſt 
affect either the Body or the Mind; If the 


Body is hurt, let it ſay ſo ; * As for these 
Soul, ſhe can ſecure the Paſſes, and keep 


the Enemy at a diſtance; "Tis in her power 


to be invulnerable, by ſappoſing the Ac- 


cident no Evil, which ſuppoſition is very 
practicable; For Judgment and Appetite, 
Averſion and Deſire, and all the Equipage 


R 5 * 


Sect. 16. 


no miſchief can come at them *. Paradox. 


XXIX. Diſcharge common Prejudice, 
and the Colada of Fancy, by ſaying thus 
to your ſelf. *Tis in my power to be as 
Eaſte, and as Innocent as tis poſſible. To 
have nothing of Vice, of Appetite or Di- 


{ ſturbance in me. I am likewiſe in a Con- 


dition to State the Value, and diſtinguiſh 
the Quality of Things, and make uſe of 
them accordingly. Theſe are all privileges 

4 ight to be remembred as 


„ Nu 


ſuch. 


OE AE J—y 


296 Marcus AnToNninuss 


XXX. When you ſpeak in the Senate, 
or elſewhere, mind Decency and Character 
more than Rhetorick ; And let your Diſ- 
courſe. be always Sincere, and agree with 
jour Meaning. = 

XXXI. Angnſts his Court is buried long 
ſince ; His Empreſs, and Daughter, His 
Grand Children, and Sons in Law, his Si- 
ſter and Agrippa, His Relations and Dome- 
ſticks, Phyſicians, and Underſacrificers, 
His Favourites, ſuch as Arius the Philoſo- 
pher, and Mezcenas, they are all gone. 

Go on from ſingle Perſons to Families; 
that of the Pompeys, for inſtance, and you'll 
find the whole Line Extin&. This Man was 
the laſt of his Houſe, is not uncommon up- 
on a Monument. How ſolicitous were the 
Anceſtors of ſuch People about an Heir; 
and yet the Family muſt of neceſſity fink, 
and the Blood fail at one time or other. 

XXXII. Govern your Life altogether by 
Meaſures, and Rules: And if every Action 
goes its due lengths, and holds up to op- 
portunity, reſt contented: Now no Mortal 

can hinder you from putting your Affairs 
in this condition. But may not ſome Ob- 
ſtacle without interpoſe? No: Not fo far as 
to prevent your Acting like a Man of Pro- 
bity and Prudence. For all that, my Mo- 
tions may becheck'd, and my Deſign bal d: 
'Tis no matter for that. As long as you oa 
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eaſie under the Obſtruction, and paſs on 
ſmoothly to what comes next; This Be- 
ha viour is as good as going thorough, and 
ſerves your Improvement, as well as Succeſs. 

XXXIII. As to the Caſe of good For- 
tune; Take it without Pride, and Reſign 
without Reluctance. 

XXXIV. If you have obſerv'd a Hand, 
or a Foot, cut off, and remov'd from the 
Body, juſt ſuch a thing is that Man to his 
Power, who is either a Malecontent, or 
Over-ſelfiſh ; who ſtruggles againſt Fate, 
or breaks off from the Intereſt of Mankind. 


— 


* This untoward behaviour amounts to ' Ce or 


Caſe; 'Tis in your power to retrieve. the 
Maim, and ſet the Limb on again : This 
favour is allow'd to no ether part of the 
Creation, Confider then the particular 
Bounty of God Almighty to Man in this 


| 1 0 He has ſet him above the Neceſ- 


ſity of breaking off from Nature, and Pro- 
vidence at all; But ſuppoſing his Mifcarri- 
age; Tis in his power to rejoin the Body, 
and grow together again, and recover the 
advantage of being the ſame Member he 
was at firſt. | 4 
XXXYV, Whence comes all the Powers 


and Prerogatives of Rational Beings? From 
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Amputation, and deſtroys the Union of 
Nature. But here lies the Good-Juck of the 


3. Sect. 
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the Soul of the Dniverſe : Amongſt other · G 
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Faculties, they have this which I am go- 
ing to mentlon. For as God over- rules all 
Mutinous Accidents, brings them under the 
Laws of Fate, and makes them ſerviceable 
to his purpoſe; So tis in the power of 
Man, to make ſomething out of every croſs 
Adventure, and turn all Oppoſition to Ad- 
vantage. | | 
XXXVI. Don't take your whole Life in- 
to your Head at a time, nor burthen your 
ſelf with the weight of the Future, nor 
Form an Image of all probable Misfortunes 
This Method will but confound you. On 
the contrary, your way is upon every Emer- 
gency,-to put this Queſtion to your ſelf, 
what intolerable Circumſtance is there in all 
ths? For here your Honour will ſecure 
you, you'l be aſham'd to aflign particulars, 
and confeſs your ſelf Conquer'd. Beſides, 
you are to remember, that neither what's 
paſt, nor what's to come needs afflict you, 
for you have only to deal with the preſent. 
Now this is ſtrangely leſſen'd, if you take 
it ſingle, and by it ſelf ; Chide your Fan- 
cy therefore if it offers to ſhrink from a 
» princes Moment, and grow faint under ſo ſlender 
us'd to have Af : 
ſome " a Tryal. 


Friends or XXXVII. Does Panthea and Pergamng 
Domelt:cks 


Domet-cks ſtill wait at the Tomb of Vers, or Chubriat, 
Iy at cher and Dictimus. at that of Adrian? * That 
fn: would be ſtuff indeed! And hat if they 
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were there, would thoſe Princes be ſenſible 
of the Service? Granting they were, what 
ſatisfaction would it be to them? And ſup- 
poſe they were pleaſed, would theſe Wai- 
tors laſt always? and be Immortal? Are 
they not doom'd to Age and Death, with 
the reſt of Mankind? And when they are 
dead, what a pickle would the Royal 
Ghoſts bein, for want of their Attendance? 
Alaſs! Theſe Fancies have nothing in them; 
All this Ceremony muſt end at laſt in Stench 
and Duſt, 

XXXVIII, If you are ſo diſcerning, ſays 
the Philoſopher, make uſe of your Talent 
to ſome propels and let your Subject be 

le to your Parts. 
XXXIX. I ſind no Moral Virtue which 


Contradicts and Combates Juſtice, this can't 


be affirm'd of Pleaſure, for here Tempe- 
rance comes in with a Reſtraint, 

XL. Tis Opinion which gives Being to 
Misfortune, don't fancy your ſelf hurt, and 
nothing can touch you. But what, is this 
Ton? Is it not ſome Notional Superfine 
Thing? No. Tis your Reaſon. ButTam 
not ſo lucky as to be all Reaſon. Make 


your ſelf ſo then, and don't let Reaſon De- 


generate, and grow uneaſy. In ſhort, when 
any thing troubles you, let this Thought 
be your Remedy, 1 Ie! 
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XLI. To be check'd in the Functions of 
Senſe and Motion and Defire, is an Evil 
to the Animal Life ; That which hinders 
the growth or flouriſhing of a Vegetable, 
may be ſaid to be an Evil there. So like- 
wiſe to be cramp'd in the Faculties of the 
Mind, is an Evil to an Intelligent Nature: 
Apply all this to your ſelf. Does Pleaſure or 
Pain Solicit, or Attack you? Turn them 
over to your Sexes, and let them anſwer 
for't. Does any thing lie croſs your under- 
taking? Why if you were poſitive and pe- 
remptory about it, and ſet your Heart up- 
on't, then the Diſappointment is really an 
Evil : But if you engag'd only upon Con- | 
dition the Nail would drive, and with a 
reſerve for Accidents, then no manner of 
— hindrance or harm has happen'd to you; 
5 Indeed no Mortal can lay the Soul by the 
* Heels, or put a Reſtraint upon her. The 
Mind if ſhe will but Arm her Thoughts, 
| and Exert her Courage, is Impregnable : 
| 1 And neither Fire nor Sword, Tongue 
1 nor Tyrant, can touch her. ; 
= XLII. Why ſhould I Fret, and Vex, that 
Arbe ra- never willingly vexed any body“? Cer- 
ll Rems here ta inly I can have no reaſon to be more un- 
Aaken er kind to my (elf, than to other People. 
I fone ef XLII. Every Man has his particular 
ih | uGgeex-Guſt, and Inclination, but my pleaſure 
lies in Wiſe Thinking, and — 
2 | ires; 
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Fo t 


fires: Give me a Sound and a Sober Under- 
ſtanding : A Temper that never falls out et- 
ther with Men, or Accidents : That takes 
all things with good humour, computes 
rightly upon their Value, and puts them 
to the Uſes they are fit for. 

XLIV, Make the beſt of your Time while 
ou have it: Thoſe who are ſo ſolicitous a- 
out Fame, and think of Living here after 

they are Dead, ſuch Men I ſay ne er conſi- 
der that the World won't mend by grow- 
ing older ; That Future Generations, will 
be as weak, and Diſobliging, as the preſent : 
What then can the Noiſe or Opinions of 
ſuch little Mortals (ignifie ? 

XLV. Toſs me into what Climate or State 


you pleaſe: For all that II] keep my Geni- 
us in good Humour; that is, my own Con- or Soul. 


ſcience, if tis Good, ſhall make me Hap- 
Py. Let me but perform the Duties of a 
Reaſonable Nature, and Ill ask no more. 
What! Is this Miſadventure big enough to 
ruffle my Mind, and throw her off the Hin- 
ges? To make her Mean, Craving, and 
Servile, and to fright her from the Privi- 
leges of her Nature? What is there that 
can juſtifie ſuch Diſorders, and make ſatis. 
faction for them? | 
XLVI. No Accident can happen to any 


Man but what is conſequent to his Condi- 


tion, and common to his kind, And the 
4 rage ſame 


3 


— 
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ſame thing may be affirm'd of a Beaſt, a 
Tree, or a Stone. Now if things fare no 
otherwiſe than according to Kind, and 
Conſtitution z what makes you complain, 


and grow uneaſy? You may be aſſur'd 


Providence will never lay you in the way 
of an intollerable Evil, nor make your Be- 
ing your Grievance, 

XLVII. If Exterzals put you into the 
Spleen, take notice that 'tis not the thing 
which diſturbs you, but your Notion about 
it : Which Notion you may diſmiſs if you 
pleaſe. But if the condition of your Mind 
diſguſts you; who ſhould hinder you from 
rectifying your Miſtakes, and ſetting your 


Thoughts in order? Farther, if you are 


diſturb'd becauſe you are not Active and 
Bold in the Diſcharge of your Duty: If 
this be your Caſe, your way is to fall on, 
and do ſomething, and not lie growling 
at your own Omiſſion. But you are under 
ſome inſuperable Difficulty. If you have 
done your utmoſt, ne'er vex your ſelf a- 
bout the Matter? For you have nothing 
to anſwer for. It may be you will ſay, tis 
not worth my while to Live unleſs this Bu- 
ſineſs can be effected. Why then e en Die; 
But take your leave handſomly: Go off as 
ſmoothly, as if yoy had ſucceeded; And 


bent angry with thoſe that diſappointed 


Jou, 


md ne my aye — — — ff — 2 2 


— yy Www w_'T - = 2Þ at. rw 


— — 


MEepiTATIONS, GG. 303 


XLVIII. The Mind is invincible when 
ſhe exerts her ſelf, and relies upon her own 


Courage; In this Caſe there's no forci 


her Will, tho ſhe has nothing but Obſtina- 
cy for her Defence. What then muſt her 
ſtrength be when ſhe is fortified with Rea- 
ſon, and Engages upon Thonght and De- 


liberation? A Soul unembarraſs'd with Paſ- 


ſion *, is the moſt impregnable Security; 


— 


* That has 


. 23 lr nothing of 
Hither we may retire, and defle our Ene- Hope, or 


mies: He that ſees not this Advantage, » 
muſt be om, and he that forgets to weken i 
ppy. 


weaken it. 


uſe it, Unha 

XLIX. Don't add to your Information 
from without, nor make more of things 
than your Senſes Report. For Inſtance ; 
You are told that ſuch a one has ſpoken ill 
of you. Right, But that you are really the 
worſe for't, is no part of the News; And 
if you think ſo, tis your own Addition: 
Again: I ſee my Child lie Sick: True; 
But that he is in Danger is more than I 
ſee; And therefore if I conclude ſo, I muſt 


thank my ſelffor't. Thus always ſtop at the 


firſt Repreſentation, and you are ſafe: In- 
ferences, and Supplemental Fancies, do 
but make a Man Unhappy, But if you will 
Reaſon upon't, ( which may not be un- 
ſerviceable) do it the right way: Do it 


like a Man that has look'd through the 


World, and is no Stranger to any thing 


that can happen. 5 L. Doeg 


Fear, of Ar 
erſion, or 


304 MARCUS ANTONINUS S 


— — 


L. Does your Cucumber taſt bitter? Let 
it alone. Are there Brambles in your way? 
Avoid them then, Thus far you are well: 
But then don't ask what does the World with 
ſuch fluff as this is? This is to be too Bold, 
and Impertinent; And a Natural Philoſo- 
pher would laugh at you : This Expoſtu- 
lation is juſt as Wiſe as it would be to find 
fault with a Carpenter for having Saw-duſt, 
or a Taylor Shreds in his Shop; They 
know where to beſtow them, tho' you 

don't. Nay if yon examine farther, the Ab- 
ſurdity is too big for the Compariſon : For 
Dniverſal Nature has no place for Refuſe 
out of her ſelf. All things are lodged with- 

in her Circumference. Here'tis that they 
grow Old, and Moulder, and ſeem good for 
nothing. But then under all theſe Diſad- 
vantages the wonder of her Contrivance is 
ſuch, that ſhe Melts them down, and Re- 
coins them in another Figure, and ſends 
them new and ſhining from the Mint. And 
thus ſhe neither wants any Foreign Ore, or 
Bye place to throw the Droſs in: But is al- 
ways abundantly furniſh'd with Room, and 
Matter, and Art, within her ſelf, 

II. Be not heavy in Buſineſs, nor di- 
ſturb'd in Converſation, nor Rambling, 
and Impertinent in your Thoughts. Keep 
your Mind from running adrift; from ſud- 
den Surprize, and Tranſports, and don't 
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overſet your ſelf with too much Employ- 
ment. Do they Curſe you? Do they 
threaten to Kill, and Quarter you? Let 
them go on: They can never murther your 
Reaſon, nor your Virtue: Thoſe Privi- 
leges run for Life if you pleaſe. All this 
Barbarity ſignifies little. Tis much as if a 
Man that ſtands by a Lovely Spring ſhould 
fall a railing on't: The Water is never the 
worſe for his foul Language: And if he 
ſhould throw in Dirt, or Dung, twould 
quickly diſappear, and diſperſe, and the 
Fountain be as wholſome as ever: Which 
way now are you to go to work, to keep 
your Springs always running, and never 
Stagnate into a Pool? PI tell you: You 
muſt be always Drudging at the Vertues of 
Freedom, and Independance; Of Sincerity, 
Sobriety, and Good-nature. Make your 
ſelf but Maſter of theſe Qualities, and your 
buſineſs is done. | 

III. He that's unacquainted with the 
Origin, and firſt Cauſe of the World, and 
with that Providence that Governs it, muſt 
be at a loſs to know where He is, and 
what Empire he lives under: And he that 
can't tell the Ends he was made for, is Ig- 


norant both of himſelf, and the World 


too: And he that's uninſtructed in either 
of theſe two Points, will neer.be able to 
look into the Defign of His Being. And 

. pe yet 
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yet there are abundance of People that 
would be puzzled at theſe Queſtions. What 
do you think then of His Diſcretion, that's 
anxious about what is ſaid of Him; and 
values either the Praiſe, or the Cenſure of 
thoſe little Folks, that know neither where 
They are, nor who? 

LIII. Nothing can be more vain than 
the Courting of Popular Applauſe. What! 
Are you fo Ambitious of a Man's good 
Word, that it may be inan Hour's time ſhall 
Curſe himſelf to the Pit of Hell? Are you 
ſo fond of being in their Favour, that 


can't keep in their own? Striving to pleaſe 


thoſe People that can't pleaſe themſelves, 
is to no manner of purpoſe | And how can 
they be ſaid to pleaſe themſelves, who are 
diſſatisfied with their Conduct at every 
turn, and Repent of almoſt every thing 
they do? | 8 8 Ait 
LIV. Let your Soul receive the Deity as 
your Blood does the Air, for the Influences 
of the one, are no leſs Vital than the other, 
This Correſpondence is very Practicable: 
For there's an Ambient Omnipreſent Spirit, 
which lies as open, and pervious to, your 
Mind, as the Air you breath does to your 
Lungs: But then you muſt remember to he 
diſposꝰd to draw it. . 


parate Being, and therefore one would 
| think 
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think it ſhould be no Neceſſary Nuſance. It 
ſubſiſts only in particular Subjects, and here 
it does no harm to any thing that is Fo- 
reign. Tis only a Plague to the Breaſt it 
lies in ; and does no body any miſchief, 
but him that may be rid of it whenever he 
pleaſes. 8 

„LVI. My Thoughts and my Will, are as 
much my own, as my Conſtitution; and 
no more concern'd in the Conduct of ano- 


ther Man, than my Blood is in the beating 
of another Body's Pulſe: For tho? we are 


born for the Service of each other; Vet 


= our Liberty is Independent, and our Souls 


all left to our ſelves : Otherwiſe my Neigh- 


bour's Miſcarriage might be my Misfortune. 


But God has prevented this Conſequence, 
leaſt it ſhould be in another's power to 
make me Unhappy. 

LVII. The Sun is Diffus'd and beſtows 
himſelf every where, but this ſeeming Ex- 

nce never Exhauſts him : The reaſon is, 

cauſe he is ſtretched like a Thread, and 
not pour d out like a Liquor. And thus his 
Beams have their name from Extenſion *, :**57* 


from Ex- 


Ray, you may obſerve them, if you pleaſe ror vil 


to let it into a dark Room through a nar- 
row paſſage. Here you'll ſee it move in a 
right Line, till tis broken, and as it were 
divided in Reflexion; by having its pro- 


greſs 
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greſs ſtop d upon a ſolid Body : And here 
the Light makes a ſtand, without dropping, 
or ſliding off. Thus you ſhould let your 
Senſe ſhine out upon Converſation: There's 
no fear of Emptying your underſtanding : 
And when you meet with Oppoſition ne'er 
Tilt, and Batter againſt it, nor yet drop 
your Talent in Deſpair. No: Let your 
Beams ſpread themſelves, and play on, and 
Enlighten where they find a Capacity : 
And as for that Body that won't tranſmit 
the Light, it does but darken it ſelf, by its 
Reſiſtance. 

LVIII. He that dreads Death, is either 
afraid that his Senſes will be extinguiſh'd, 
or alter'd : Now if the Powers are loſt, the 
Pain muſt be ſo too; For if he has no Fa- 
culties, he'll have no Feeling. But if he has 
new Perceptions, and another Sett of Sen- 
ſes, he will be another Creature; and then 
he will live ſtill, as J take it. 3 

LIX. Men are born to be ſerviceable to 
one another, therefore either Reform the 
World, or bear with it. 3 

LY: Underſtanding does not always tive 11 
onward like an Arrow. The Mind ſometimes 
by making a Halt, and going round for Ad- 
vice, hits the Mark much better, than if ſhe 
had let fly directly upon it. 

LXI. Look nicely into the Thoughts of 

other People, and give them the ſame Free- 
dom with your own. BOOK 


MepiTATIONS, Oc. 309 


BOOK IX. 


O play the Knave is to Rebel againſt 
1 Religion, all ſort of Injuſtice is no 
leſs than High-Treaſon againſt Heaven: 
For ſince the Nature, or Soul of the Uni- 
verſe * has made Rational Creatures for mu- 64. 
tual Service, and Support; Made them that 
they ſhould Aſſiſt, and Oblige each other, 
according to the Regards of Circumſtance, 
and Merit; but never do any body any 
Harm : The Caſe ſtanding thus, he that 
croſſes upon this Deſign, is Prophane in 
his Cogtradiction, and Outrages the moſt 
Antient Dezty. For the Nature of the Un;- 
verſe is the Cauſe of it, and that which 
gives it Being. Thus all things are one Fa- 
mily, ſuited, and as it were of Kinto each 
other. This Nature is alſo ſtiled Truth, as 


Z being the Baſis of Firſt Principles, and Cer- 


tainty. He therefore that tells a Lye know- 
ingly, is an Irreligious Wretch ; For by 
deceiving his Neighbour, he. is unjuſt to 
him; and Cheats him of the Truth to 
which he has a Natural Right. And he 
that's guilty of an Untruth out of Igno- 
rance, is lyable to the ſame Charge, (tho' 
not in the ſame Degree, ) becauſe his Ig- 
norance is Voluntary, and Affected; be- 
cauſe he diſſents from the Mind of Provi- + 
| ee” dence 
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dence, brings Diſorder into tſſe World, 
and oppoſes the firſt Settlement of Nature. 
He ſeems to be fond of Confuſions, to de- 
clare for the Intereſt of Error, and take 
the Field againſt Certainty and Science. By 
neglecting the aſſiſtances of Heaven, and 
the Talent he was born to; He has part- | 
ed with the Guide of his Underſtanding, 
loſt the Teſt of Truth, and the diſtinctlon 
of Right, and Wrong. Farther : He tha 
reckons: Proſperity: aud Pleaſure among 
Things really Good ; Pain and Hardſhip 
. amongſt Things really Evil, can be no Pi- 
dous Perſon: For ſuch a Man will be ſure 
to complain of the Adminiſtrations of Pro- 
vidence, Charge it with Miſmatching For. 
tune, and Merit, and miſapplying Re- 
wards and Puniſhments: He'll-often ſee III 
People furniſh'd with Materials for Pleaſure, 
and Regaled with the Reliſh of it: And 
good Men harraſs d and depreſt, and meet- | 
ing with-notaing but Misfortune. To go 
on: He that's afraid of Pain, or Affliction; 
will be afraid of ſomething that will al- 
ways be in the World; but to be thus un- 
eaſie at the Appointments of Providence, 
s a failure in Reverence, and Reſpect. On 
the other hand; He that's violent in the 
pourſnit of Pleaſure, wont ſtick to turn Vil- 
lain for the Purchaſe: And is not this plain- 
p, an Ungracious, and an Ungodly Hu- 
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mour? To ſet the Matter Right, where 
the Allowange of God is equally clear; as 
it is with Regard to Proſperity, and Ad. 
verſity : For had he not approved both 
theſe Conditions, He would never have 
made them: I ſay where the Good Liking 
of Heaven is equally clear, Ours ought to 
be ſo too: Becauſe weought to follow the 
Guidance of Nature, and the Senſe of the 
Deity. That Man therefore that does not 
Comply with Providence in the ſame In- 
difference of Notion, with reſpect to Pleas 
ſure, and Pain, Life and Death, Honour, 
and Infamy ; He that does not this, with- 
out ſtruggling of Paſſious, without Un- 
manageable Preference, or Averſion, is no 
Friend to the Divine Oeconomy; His 
Thoughts are Leud, and Mutinous, and ſo 
would his Actions be too, if he had Power. 
By ſaying that Univerſal Nature, or God 
ſtands equally Affected to theſe different 
Diſpenſations, the meaning is that they 
are both comprehended in the general 
Scheme, and equally conſequent to the firſt 
Eſtabliſhment. They were Decreed by the 


RI ad 


. c . ( 


be, Almighty from the Beginning, and ſtruck 
In out with the Lines of the Creation. Then - 
he | twas that the Plan of Providence was drawn, 
l- and the Fate of Futurity Determin d. Theft 
8 Nature was made Prolifick, and enabled 
- to bring forth in due Time: Then the 

. | | 
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whole Stock of Beings, the Revolutions of 
Fortune, and the Succeſſions of Time, were 
all ſtated, and ſet a going, 

II. He is better Bred, and more a Gen- 
tleman, that takes leave of the World with- 
out a blot in his Scutcheon; and has no- 
thing of Faſſhood and Diſſimulation, of 
Luxury or Pride, to tarniſh his Character. 
But when a Man is once dipt in theſe Vices, 
the next beſt thing is for him to quit, ra- 
ther than live on, and be an Old Sinner. 
I ſuppoſe you underſtand the Plague too 
well not to run away from it? And what's 
the Plague? Why if you are a Knave, or 
a Libertine, you have the Tokens upon 
you. The Infection of the Mind is ten times 
worſe than that of the Air; The Maligni- 
ty is not near ſo fatal in the Blood, as in 
the Will; For the Brute only ſuffers in the 
firſt Caſe, but the Man in the other. 
III. Don't Contemn Death, but take it 
handſomly, and willingly; Look upon it 
as part of the Product of Nature, and one 
of thoſe things which Providence has been 
pleas'd to Order. For as Youth, and Age, 
Growth, and Declenſion, Down, and 
Gray Hairs, Pregnancy, and Birth, &*c. 
are all natural Actions, conſequences of 
Time, and Incidents of Life ; ſo alſo is Dy- 
ing and Diſſolution, every jot as much ac- 
_ cording to Common Courſe as the reſt. I 
wiſe 
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wiſe Man therefore, muſt neither run Gid- 
dily, nor ſtaulk Haughtily into his Grave; 
He muſt look upon Death as Nature's Bu- 
ſineſs, and wait her Leiſure, as he does for 
the Progreſs, and Maturity of other * 
Things: For as you don't overdrive a Fæ- 
tus, but let it take its own time, and come 


into the World when 'tis ready; So you 97m%n 


ſhould ſtay in the other Caſe, till opportu- 
nity preſents, and Things are Ripe ; and 


your Soul drops out of the Husk of her own 


accord. But if you ſtand in need of a Vul- 
ar Remedy, and want a Cordial to make 
ying go down the better, you ſhall have 
it. Conſider then what fort of World, and 


What ſort of Humours, you will be Rid of! 


Tis true you are not to fall-foul upon Man- 
kind, but to treat them with Kindneſs and 
Temper: But ſtill you may remember that 
you don't live among People juſt of your 
own Mind, and Fancy : Indeed if your Hu- 
mours Hit it, and your Underſtandings 
were all ſet to the ſame Tune; Such an U- 
nanimity amongſt Mortals, might reaſona- 
bly Recommend Life, and make us loath 
to part with it : But you perceive the Mat- 
ter is quite otherways : And that vaſt Di- 
ſturbances are bred by different Opinions: 
Infomuch that now we ought rather to Pe- 
tition Death to make haſt, for fear we 
ſhould be Teaz'd ont of our Reaſon, and 
loſe our beſt Thoughts in a Crowd. IV. 


ſcems to 
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IV. He that commits a Fault Abroad. is 
a Treſpaſſer at Home ; And he that injures 
his Neighbour, hurts "himſelf, for to make 
himſelf an ill Man is a ſhrewd Milchief. 
v. Omiſſions no leſs than Commiſſions, 
are oftentimesBranches of Injuſtice. 
VI. If your Judgment pronounces right- 
ly, if your Actions are Friendly, and well- 
meant, if your Mind is contented, and re- 
ſign'd to Providence; If you are in po{- 
ſ:ffion of theſe Bleſkings, you are happy 
enough in all Conſcience. | 
VII. Don't be impos d on by Appearances; 
check your Fancy, and moderate your 
Heat z and keep your Reaſon always 1 in her 
ow] 5 Power. 
VII. The Souls of Brutes are all of one 
kind, and fo are thoſe of Rational Beings, 
tho of a high Order, And thus all Livin 
Creatures that have occaſion for Air, an 
Earth, and Light, are furniſh'd at the ſame 
Shop; and have the ſame Elements, and 


 »Thissea- Sun at their Service *. 


on proves & 


cher lan. TX. Things of the ſame common Quali- 
Saal ae ty have a Tendency to their Kind: Earthy 
— Bodies tumble to the Ground, One drop 
'Navee, Of Moiſture runs after another; And thus 
Air where tis predominant, preſſes after 
Air: And nothing but Force, and Violence, 

can keep theſe things aſunder. Fire like- 

Wi ae age Nees Rr to make 


after 
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after its own Element Above : This pro- 
perty gives it a Diſpoſition to propagate 
it's Species, and joyn other Fires here Be- 
tow ;. And for this reaſon it catches eaſily 
upon all Fuel a little more dry than ordi- 
* nary ; becauſe here the Quglities oppoſite 
to Accenſion, are weak and diſabled. Thus 
all Beings which partake of the ſame com- 
mon Thought, and Underſtanding, have a 
natural Inſtin& for Correſpondence with 
their ownKind : only with this difference, 
= that the higher any thing ſtands in the 
= Scale of Being, the ſtronger it is inclin'd to 
Communication with its own Order, and 
Diſtinction. To illuſtrate the Argument, 
Wwe find the force of Nature, and Blood, | 
very Active amongſt Brute Animals; As 

= appears by their running together in Herds, 
and Swarms according to Kind ; by their 
providing for their Young Ones, and by 
that Reſemblance of Love, and Affecti- 
on, which is carried on among them. Theſe 
Animals have a Soul in them; by conſe- 
quence theirPrinciple of Union is more vie- 
gorous than in Stocks, and Stones. To go 
on to Reaſonable Creatures: And here we 
may obſerve Mankind united by publick 
Counſels, and Common-wealths, by par- 
ticular Friendſhips, and Families; And 
when War has work'd them to the greateſt 
Miſunderſtanding, They have even then .. 
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the benefit of Correſponding by Truce, 
. and Articles: Farther to Inſtance in a high- 
pero fig. er Order; the Stars, * though not Neigh- 
poxd rhe bours in Situation, move by Concert. Thus 
=d by a where Things are more Noble, and Nature 

'” riſes, Sympathy riſes too, and Operates at 


Mankind are ſtrangely unfortunate with the 
privilege of their Reaſon ! They are the 
only Beings which break through the Force 
of Inſtinct, and would make the Alliances 
of Nature ſigniſie nothing. But tho they 
run from their Kind, they are catched a- 
gain in ſome meaſure. For you ſhall ſooner 
ſee a piece of Earth refuſe to lie by its own 
Element, than find any Man ſo perfectly 
unſociable, as not to Correſpond with ſome 
body or other. | | 
X. Every thing affords ſome product; 
God, and Men, and the World all of them 
bear Fruit in their proper Seaſans ; Tis 
true, Uſe has reſtrain'd this ſignification to 
Vines, and Trees; But this Cuſtom apart, 
Reaſon may properly enough be ſaid to 
Bear, when tis ſerviceable both at Home, 
and to the Publick : eſpecially if we con- 
ſider that the Fruit of the Underſtanding 
keeps cloſe to its Kind, and reſembles the 


the Garden. 


/ 


Xl. Give 


a diſtance. ' But here lies the Miſery on't :. 


Stock more fully than that which grows in 
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XI. Give an injurious Perſon good Ad- 
vice, and Reform him if you can. If not, 
remember that your Clemency, and Tem- 


8 per was given you for this Tryal; That the 
- God's are ſo patient, and Benign, as to 
t paſs by the perverſeneſs of Men, and ſome- 
times to Aſſiſt them over and above in 
e their Health, Fame, and Fortune. Juſt thus 
e may you do if you pleaſe, if not, let me 
e know the Impediment. . i 
Ss XII. Don't drudge like a Galley Slave; 
y nor do buſineſs in ſuch a Laborious man- 
[= ner, as if you had a mind to be pitied, or 
r wondred at. Let your Motives be more 
n |# Solid, And either put on, or make a Halt, 
y as publick Reaſon, and Convenience ſhall 
e direct you. i | 
XIII. To day I ruſhed clear out of all 
; Misfortune; or rather I threw Misfortune 
n from me: For to ſpeak truth, it was no 
is Out · yer, nor ever any farther off than my 
0 own Fancy. | | a 
t, XIV. All things are the ſame over again, 
0 and nothing but what has been ſerv d up to 
"= our Forefathers : They are ſtale upon Ex- 
* periment; Momentary in their Laſting, 
g and Coarſe in their Matter. 8 
e XV. Things, or Accidents ſtand with- 


out Doors, and keep their Diſtance, and 

neither know, or Report any things about 

themſelves; what is it then that pronoun- 
© | ces 
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ces u their Quality, and makes tee 
look rightfully 2 Nothing but your own 
„eg. v. Fanch, and Opinion *. 


& alib. XVI. As Virtue, and Vice conſiſt in 


Ackion, and not in the Impreſſions of the 


Senſes ; ſo 'tis not what they Feel, but 


what they Doe, which makes Mankind ei- 


Sed ther Happy, or Miſerable f. 
| XVII. 'Tis all one to a Stone whether 
tis thrown upwards, or downwards; The 
mounting, or finking of the Motion, does 
not make the Thing one jot the better, or 
u See Book the worſe ||. | DE 
| VXVVIII. Examine the fize of Peoples 


Senſe and the Condition of their Under- | 


ſtandings, and you'll never be fond of Po- 
pularity, or afraid of Cenſure. 


XIX. All things are in a perpetual Flux, 3 
and a ſort of Conſumption; you your ſelf 
are ſo, and the whole World keeps you 


Company. 


XX, Don't diſturb your ſelf about the 
Irregularities of other People, but let eve- 7 


ry bodies Fault lie at their own Doors, 


XXI. The intermiſſion of Action, and 


a ſtop. in Appetite, and Thought, are a 
kind of Das on the Faculties for the 
preſent; and yet thereis no harm in't. Go 
on now to the different Periods of Life: 
And here you'll find Infancy, Youth, Man- 
hood, and Old-age treading upon the 


WS - - 


— 


„ 8 <0: " n I 
0 Z 
4 A. a ww wa td WS Hois 


>. 0 $58 T 
r FF #SþK CK W#C as a *. 


Heels of each other; and the Firſt as it 
& were cut down, and diſpatch'd by the lat- 
ter. And where lies the Damage, and Ter- 
© ror of all this? Proceed to your Grandfa- 
ther time, and to that of your Father, 
and Mother, and run over as much Ground, 
in Changes, Decay, and Death as you 
= pleaſe; And when you have done, ask 
& your ſelf what great Grievance there is in 
the Contemplation: And when you find 
nothing extraordinary, you may conclude 
that Ending, and Alteration will fit no hard- 
er upon your Life, than upon thoſe before 


= you. | 

XXII. Make a ſtand fot Thought and En- 
quiry, and ſurvey your own Mind, that of 
the“ Univerſe, and that of the Perſon who + Go4i 
„bas Diſoblig'd you: Your own, that you 


„ 
* 


* * 


Mxprrarioxs, Oc. 


6 


22 — 


may keep it Honeſt; God-Almighty's, that 


V you may know who you are part of, and 
to whom you belong; the Offender's, that 
you may diſcover whether his Fault was 


Ignorance, or Malice: And here you ſhould 
— 88 remember, that you are of Kin to 
XXIII. As you are a Member of Society 
your ſelf, ſo every Action of yours ſhould 


tend to the Benefit, and Improvement of 


it. So that when youdo any thing which 
has neither immediate, or remote Reference 
to general Advantage ; you make aBreach 

— b 7 in 
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in the Common Intereſt, deſtroy the Uni- 
ty of Publick Life, and are as really guilty 
of a Seditious behaviour, as a Malecontent 
that Embroils a Nation, a and Draws off 2 
Faction from the Government. 
XXIV. The Buſineſs of Mankind is 
ſtrangely Trifling and Tranſient; ec 
are ſo Hollow, and ſo quickly Hurried o 
that the World looks ſomewhat like a 
Scene of Necromancy, and ſeems to be 

*5ee Book more Apparition than real 5 
5, Seck 3. XXV. Penetrate the Quality of — 
and take a View of them, abſtracted from 
their Matter; and when you have done 
this, Compute the common Period of 

* See Book cheir Duration *. 

7 K . XXVI. You have been a great ſuſferer 
for Rambling from a Life of Reaſon, and 
for not being contented with Doing what 

you were Made for, 

XXVII. When People treat you ill, blame 
your Conduct, or report any thing to your 
Diſadvantage ; ſhoot your (elf into the ve- 
ry Soul of them; rummage their Under- 
ſtandings, and ſee how their Heads are 
Furniſh'd; A thorough Enquiry into this 

| Matter will fet you at reſt : Yow! be fully 
convinced that the Opinion of ſuch Mor- 
1 tals is not worth one troubleſome Thought. 
However you muſt be kind to them, for 
| Nature has made them your Relations. 

Beſides, 


and. As Ok wad 


P * 
a" m oat . ᷣNx wake oo > 6 24 _ ac Gt: :-: wo ds 2&4 fe of e ann i= id tot 


+ * C0 


» Ge 6 VN @tco On 


— 


MEpiTATIONS, Oc. 321 


Beſides, the God's * give them all ſort of hate 


Countenance, Advertiſe them by Dreams ought be 
and Prophecy, and help them to thoſe 


things they have a Mind to. 
XXVIII. This uncertain World is always 
Rolling, and turning things Topſy. turvy. 


Now the Soul of the UniverſeÞ either pur- + co 


ſues the Courſe of Time; Deſcends to Par- 
ticulars, and exerts it ſelf upon every Ef- 
fect, or elſe Matter, and Motion were put 
into ſuch order at firſt, that Things ſhould 
do of themſelves, and work up the Model 


by neceſſary Conſequence: Take it either 


way, and the Adminiſtration will lie in the 


| ſame Hands; And that's ſufficient to make 
you quiet. But if neither of theſe Hypo- 


theſes will ſatisfy, you muſt ſet Epicu- 


ru, Atomes at the Helm, and make them 


juſtle out a World in the Dark. In a Word; 
If God Governs, all's well : But if Things 
are left to themſelves, and ſet adrift, don't 
you Ramble, and Float after them. To 


conclude : We ſhall quickly be all Under- 


ground; And cer long the Earth it ſelf 
muſt be chang'd into ſomething elſe 5 And 
that Something into another Form, and ſo 
on in inſinitum. Now he that conſiders 
theſe Everlaſting Alterations, this conſtant 
Toſſing, and Tumbling, and how faſt Re- 
volutions ſucceed each other; He that con- 
ſiders, this I ſay, will have but a mean 
» 9 Opinion 
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Opinion of what the World can afford. 


| XXIX. Nature runs Rapid like a Torrent, 
d »$ce Book and fweeps All Things; What wretched 


% al. States -· men are thofe Counterſeits in Virtue, 


+ This Se. and Philoſophy ? + Heark you F. iend, no 


' aiop is le- more Hypocriſy and Grimace, no pruden- 
x — — tial Knavery, no claſhing between Politicks 


Ae. o and Morals! Come! Let Honeſty be ſerv'd 


pretended firſt; Do what God requires of you, and 


ro the Poli- 


wk. Fruſt for the Iſſue and Event: Fall on 


then, as occafion offers, and n&er look 
about for Company, and Commendatlon : 
' . However, I would not have you expect 
Plato's Corhmon-wealth : That Draught is 
too fine; and yotir Morals will ne er rife 


up to it. As the World goes, a moderate 


Reformation is a great Point, and there- 
fore reſt contented; If we can but govern 
Peoples Hands, we muſt let their Hearts 
and their Heads go free. To Cure them all 
of their Folly and ill Principles, is impra- 
AIcticable. And yet unleſs you can Change 
their Opinions, their Subjection will 
all Force, and Diſſembling. But yor'l ſay, 
were not Alexander, Philip, and Demetrius 
Phalerea under the Rules of theſe pretend- 
ed Philoſophers? And what a Noble Fi- 
Sure do they make in Hiſtory? Granting 
all that, I have a Queſtion, or two to ask 
them. Had they a right Notion of the Laws 
of Nature, and were they Juſt, and Gene- 
x 8 X | WD Tous 
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rous in good earneſt? If their Virtues were 
all Shew — Varniſh, I deſire to be excusꝰd 
the Imitation. Philoſophy i is a Modeſt Pro- 


feſſion, 'tis all reality and plain-dealing. I 


hate Solemnity, and Pretence, with no- bY 
| thing but-Pride at the Bottom. 


XXX. Fly your Fancy into the Clouds, 


and from this Imaginary Height, take a 
Viewof Mortals here Below. What ſtrange 
_ Medly of Management, what confuſion of 


Profpe& is here > What infinite Variety in 


Religion, Government, andFortung? Go. 
on with the Speculation, ſtretch -your 
Thoughts over Time and Nature, and look 8 
upon Things in the different Aſpects of ts 

paſt, and the preſent "Conſider how the 
World withers, 2nd! wears off ; that te 
Ages before, were unacquainted with you, | 
ant ſo will many of thoſe that come after. 
That neither your Power, nor your Fame, 
reaches far _—_ the ' Barbarians 3 how 
many are there . 
Name, how many that will quickly Forget 
you, and how many that Admire you No-, 


at never heard of your 


will Cenſure you Afterwards? In ſhort, Me- 
mory, and Fame, and all thoſe Things 


which are commonly ſo much Valued, are 
no better than Toys, and Amuſements. 
XXI. Be always Eaſie, and U right . 
Let Fortitude Guard without, and Honeſty. 
I rat Koop: Ir . Moti- 
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ons true to the Intereſt of Mankind, for 
then you know your Faculties are in the 
right poſture, that Nature has ſet them. 
XXXII. The greateſt part of your trou- 
ble lies in your Fancy, and therefore you 
may Diſengage your ſelf when you pleaſe. 
I'll tell you which way you may Move 
much more Freely, and give Eaſe, and El- 
bow-room to your Mind. Take the whole 
World into your Contemplation, and the 
little time you are to Live in t. Conſider 
how faſt the Scenes are ſhifted, and how 
near the End of all things lies to their Be- 
ginning! But then the Extent of Duration 
in which we are nothing concern d! The 
Ages before our Birth, and after our Death, 
are both Infinite and Unmeaſurable. 
XXXIII. Whatever makes a Figure 
Now, will quickly Decay, and Diſappear : 
And thoſe that Gaze upon the Ruins of 
Time, will be bury'd under them. And 
then the Longeſt, and the Shorteſt Liver, 
will be both in the ſame Condition. 
XXNIV. If you would walk wit bin Peo- 
ple, and diſcover their Intentions, and look 
through their Ceremony, and Reſpe&, 
you muſt ſtrain for Obſervation ; and ſtrip 
them to the Soul if you can: Such a narrow 
Enquiry will, among other Things, bring 
a great deal of Vanity to Light; yes, Mor- 
tals are very full of themſelves ; When 


they 
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they Commend, or Cenſure do you a 
good, or an ill Turn, They are ſtrangely 
conceited of the performance. 


XXXV. The Diſſolution of Forme, is 


no loſs in the Maſs of Matter. Things are 
Chang d this way tis true, but they don't 


Periſh. Providence by which all things are 


well contriv'd, Delights in theſe Alterations, 
They have always had their Range in the 


World, and always will have. What then? 


Will you blame the Conduct of the Firſt 
Cauſe? Were all Things Made, and muſt 
they always be out of Order? What! Are 
there ſo many Gods in Being, and none 
able to Conquer, and Correct this Evil ? 
And is Nature indeed condemn'd to an 
Everlaſting Misfortune ? fy 

XXXVI. The Materials of Bodies, if 


you examine them, are ſtrangly Coarſe : 


Thoſe that are Animated have little in 


them but Water, and Duſt, and Bones, 
and ſomething that's offenſive. And then 


if you go to Mettals, Minerals, &. Mar- 
ble Is no more than a Callous Excreſcence, 
nor Gold and Silver any better than the 


Dregs and Sediment of the Earth. Fine 


Cloths are nothing but Hair twiſted toge- 


ther; and ſmeard with the Blood of a 


little Fiſh . And thus I might proceed {Time 


farther. And as for Spirits, they are ſomes vye 


. "the Miſchicf is to himſelf ; And it may be 
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what of Kin to the reſt, and are Chaſed 
* The 5- from one Figure to another“. 


——. 


dee » XXXVII. Come! You have lived long 
of Fre and enough, unleſs you could make more ont: 
aj Here 8 nothing but Grumbling, and Apiſh- 
neſs, to be met with: What makes you 
Diſturbed 2 What can you be ſurpriz'd at? 
What has happen'd to you worſe than you 
had reaſon to expect? Does Form or Mat- 
ter, Body or Spirit, make you uneaſie? 
Look into them, and you may probably be 
_ relieved. Now for your Comfort, Theſe 
Two are Natures, .- All, and there's no 
Third thing to Moleſt 2 Tis high time 
therefore to Interpret the Gods rightly, and 
throw off your Chagrin againſt Heaven. 

XXXVIII. Three Tears time to 
Nature, and look over the World, is as 

—— good as à Hundred *. 6.4 


Book 6. XXXIX. If ſuch a Man has done amiſs, 


if you enquire, he has not neither. | 

- RL. Either all Things are Ordered by 

an Intelligent Being, who makes the World 
but one Family, (And if ſo, why ſhould 
2 Part, or ſingle Member complain of that 
which is defign'd for the Benefit of the 
whole.) Or elſe we are under the Miſrule 
of Atomes, and Confuſion. Now take the 
C. Caſe which way you pleaſe, there's either 
no Reaſon, or no Remedy * 
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And therefore tis to no purpoſe to be un- 


caſte. | 


: 


XLI..1 hope you underſtand your Mind 


; better than co Kill and Bury it, and make 


it little enough for the Coarſe Functions, 
and Fate of the Body 


-4 - # 1 0 


aſſiſt us, or they have not, If they have 
not, what does praying to them ſignifie? 
If they have, why don't you rather pray 
that they would Diſcharge, your Deſires, 


than Satisfie ' them? and rather ſet you 
above the Paſſion of Fear, than keep 


away the Thing you are afraid of; For if 


the Gods can help us, no doubt they can 
help us to be Wiſer. But it may be you'l 


ſay, They have furniſh'd me Tufficiently 


for . theſe Matters. Why then don't you 


make uſe of your Talent, and act like a 
Man of Spirit, and not run Cringing, and 
Creeping, after that which is out of your 


reach? But then who told you that the 
__ God's don't aſſiſt us in Things which we 


might poſſibly compaſs by our ſelves ? Let 
— — the Matter of your Devotions. 
For Inſtance : This Man -prays that he 
may Gain ſuch a Woman, it may be te 
Debauch Her, but do you rather pray that 


you may have no ſuch Inclination. An- 


other in vokes the Gods to ſet him Free 


XLII. Either the Gods have power to 


from a rr but let ĩt be 
55 n 


MI your 


et ES) * 
— — 


22 FR 


328 Marcus Axrowixuss 


—_— * 


your Petition; that your Mind may never 
put yon upon ſuch a Wiſh. A Third is 
mighty devdat to prevent the loſs of his 

Son? But 1 would have''you pray rather 
againſt the Fear of Loſing him. Let this be 
the Rule for your Devotions; and ſee if the 
Event docs not Anſwer. 
XILIII. When I was Sick, fays Epicururt, 
I did not Diſcourſe the Company about 
my Diſeaſes, or the Torment I was troub- 
led with, No, my Syſtem of Natural 
Philoſophy was part of my Subject. And 
my main Concern was, that my Mind 
might not give way to, my Body, nor 
grow uneaſie under Pain. I made no 
great buſipeſs of a Recovery, nor gave a- 
ny Handle to the Doctors to brag of their 
Profeſſion, but held on with Fortitude, 
and Indifferency. Thus he. And when 


pen ate Sick, or under any other Diſad- 

8 vantage, can't you behave your ſelf in 

| this manner? Tis practicabie to all Per- 
| | ſuaſions in Philoſophy, to ſtand their 
4 Ground againſt all Accidents, ' and not to 
1 flall into the Weakneſſes, and Folly of the 
8 Ignorant: We muſt always be prepared 
| for the preſent, Mind the Thing before 

| us; and the Tools too with which we are 

; ON 0 Work, e n Sex": 2001 207 


© XLIV. When you are Shock d by am) 
Man's Impudence, put this Queſtion to 1 
TROY > . 
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ſelf: Is it poſſible for ſuch] ce people 
not to be in the World? No indeed *, , % 
Why then do you wiſh for an Impoſſibili- ge = 
. is Lewd, III: behavd Fellow, is = = Va. 
* thoſe neceſſary Raſcals that the _ 
World.c .car't diſpence, with. This Reſlecti- 
on will furniſh you with, Patience for a 
Knave, or. any other ill Body. For when 
you, conſider that there's no livir without, 
this ſort of Cattel, you! treat them with, 
more Temper upon occaſion. And to for- 
tiſie you, farther. ou find chat Nature 
has army. you at a ee ent an Anti- 
dote F every 85 „and provided 
you fome V irtue Or other againſt all ſort 
of Vice, and Immorality. For. the pur- 
poſe, Py ou have to do do with a troubleſome 
Blockhoad, . you have Meckneſs, and Tem- 
| Fi for your Guard, and ſo of the reſt, 
Tis likewiſe in your power, to inform the 
Man befter, and ſet him right: For every 
one that. does an ill Action, is really out 
of his way, and miſſes his Mark, tho he 
may not know it. Beſides, what harm 
have you receiv'd : ? If you examine the 
| — you Il find none of theſe provoking 
Mortals. havedone your Mind any Dam: 
_ ages: Now that is the only place in which 
you are capable of being hurt. Pray where s 
the Wonder if an Ignorant Fellow has done 
The himſelf > .If you expected other things 
1 3 from 
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from him, you are much to blame. His 
want of Sence; or Principles, might make 
you conclude, upon his Misbehaviour, and 
yet, when that which was moſt Me bas 
happen'd, 5 ſeem ſurpriz d at it. Far- 
ther, when you complain of a Notorious 
Knave, you are ſtill more to blame. For 
tho' his Honeſty might have been à Diſ- 
appointment, Falſhood ought to be none: 
And what could make you believe he would 
baulk his Cuſtom, and Fancy for your ſake? 
To go on: You havę qone a Kindneſs to 
ſuch a'Perſon, and becauſe he makes no 
Return you grow Peeviſh, and Satirical up- 
on him ; In earneſt, This is a fig that you 
had a mercenary View, and that you were 
but a Huckſter in the Mask ofa Friend; For 
otherwiſe you would have been fatisſied 
with a generous Action, and made Virtue 
her own Reward. To argue the Point a 
little: You have obliged a Man; tis ve 
well! What wonld you have more? Is 
not the Conſciouſneſs of doing a good 
Office, a ſufficient Conſideration? You. 
have humour'd your own Nature, and act- 
ed upon your Conſtitution; and miſt you 
_ ſtill Have ſomething over and above? This 
is jaſt'as if an Eye, or a Foot ſhould de- 
mand a Sallery for their Seryice, and not 
ſee a Pin, or move a Step, without ſome- 
thing for their Pains, For as theſe Organs 
3 l are 
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are contrivd for particular Functions, 
which when they perform, they purſue 
their Nature, and attain their perfection; 


So Man is made to be Kind, and Oblige, 


and his Faculties are ordered accordingly, 

And therefore when he does a good Office, 
and proves ſerviceable to the World, he 
follows the Bent, and anſwers the End of 
his Being; and when he does fo, he maves 


ſmoothly, and is always in the beſt Condi- 


tion. : 
e eee 
I. My Soul are you ever to be right- 


ly Good, Uncompounded, and 
Uniform, Unmask'd, and made more Vi- 
fible to your ſelf than the Body that hangs 
abont you? Are you ever likely to Relifh 
Good Nature, and General Kindneſs, as 
you 7 7 2 Will you ever be fully ſatisfi- 
ed, get above Want, and Wiſhing, and 
never defire to fetch your pleaſure out of 
any Thing Foreign, either Living, or In- 
animate ? Not defiring I ſay, either Tie 
for longer Enjoyment, nor Place for Elbow- 
room, nor (Climate for good Air, nor the 
Mufick of good Company? Can you ab- 
ſtract your felf thus from the World, and 


take your leave of all Mortals, and be con- 


% . 


T 4, on. 
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tented with your preſent Condition, let it 
be what it will? And be perſuaded that 
you are fully furniſh'd, that all things will 
do well with you; for the Gods are at the 
Head of the Adminiſtration; And they 
will approve of nothing but what is for 
the beſt, and tends to the Security and Ad- 
vantage of that Good, Righteous, Beau- 
' *Thewoildtifyl,, and Perfect Auimal, which Gene- 
Book 4.5c8. Tates, and ſupports all Things, and keeps 
Las. thoſe Things which Decay from running 
cout of Compaſs, that other reſembling 
Beings may be made out of them? In 
a word, Are eueren to be ſo => 
pily qualified, as to Converſe with the 
Gods, and Men in ſuch a manner, as nej- 
ther to complain f them; nor be con- 

demi d by them? WNT PR of TIE" 


: 5 4 ; LY 10110 3 
II. Examine what, your Nature tequires 


às if yon had no other Law to Govern. you. 
And when yon bavg look'd into her incli- 
nations never baulk them, unleſs your Anj- 


84 


=... e rey Nature admits of nothing but 
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Keep to theſe Rules Sand you'll have no need 
of Rambling for farther Inſtruction. 
III. Whatever happens, you have no 
reaſon to take it ill; For either you -have 
ſtrength to bear it or you have not: If you 


have, exert your Nature, and ne er mux- 
mur at the matter. But ir the weight is 
too heavy for you, twill cruſh your Senſes, 
and then you won't feel it. And here you 
are to remember that to think a Thing to- 
lerable, is the way to make it ſo: Now to 
think it neceſſary, is the way to think it to- 
lerable. Prefs it but ſtrongly from the Tg- 
picks of Intereſt, or Duty, and 0 wil 
$0. Thorough... 


TV. Is — one Miſtaken? „an 
him Civilly, and ſhow him his Overſight. 
But if you can't convince him, blame your 
own Management, tho its Poſnible vou 


. not always deſerve it. 


Whatever happens to you, was: Pre- 


ordaiged your Lot, and that Chain of Cau- 


ſes Which Conſtitutes Fare, tyed your Per- 


Tov, and the Even: together, from all E- 
kee . 

V Either Atomes and Change, or N 
"ture, are Uppermoſt : Now I am for t 
latter part of the Disjunction ; and lay it 
Own, for a ground in the firſt place, that 

rt. of that Whole which is all under 
Fa” Government. 5 Secondly, I am in 


ſome 


* God, 
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"Theſe Points being agreed, I ſhall apply 
them: Inſomuch t Sy as I ama part of 


am 


ſome meaſure Related to thoſe Beings 
which are of my own Order and Species. 


the 
Univerſe, I ſhall never be Uiſpleasd with 


the General Appointment : For that can 


never be prejudicial to the parts, which is 


vor God. 


ſerviceable to the whole. Neither is the 


Oniverſe clog d with any Incumbrance, For 
the Nature of no Being is an Enemy to it 
ſelf. But the World * has this Advantage 
above other particular Beings, that there 
is nothing to Limit, or Over-rule it: No 


Foreign power to force it upon Unfriend- 


ly Productions. Since therefore I am a 
eder of ſo Magnificent a Body, and be- 
long to ſuch an Uncontrolable $overeiznty, 


Tſhall freely Acquieſcein whatever happens 


to me. Farther, in as much as I have 4 


particular Relation to my own Species, 1 


will never do any thing againſt Common 
Right, or the Intereſt of Society. On the 
Ger hand, T ſhall make it my "Buſineſs to 


de e Mankind, lay out my whole Life 

e advantage of the Publick, and for- 
1 all ſort of Liberty which has a Ten- 
dency to the contrary. And by holding 
to this Conduct, I ſhall be Happy bf Courſe; 
"" that Burgher muſt needs be who is al- 
ways plodding for the Benefit of his . 
ation, and perfectly ſatisfied with that 
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aſſigu him. 4 | 
vi Whatever lics within the Compaſs 
of the Univerſe, muſt of neceſſity Corrupt. 
and Decay; By Corruption I mean only 
Alteration. Now if this be an Evil, *tis a 
neceffary one; by conſequence the Whole 
of Nature muſt be in a bad Condition, by 
having the parts fo flenderly put together, 
and ſo very much diſpos d to Moulder, and 
drop in pieces. And if the Caſe ſtands thus, 
Nature muſt either deſign unkindneſs to her 
ſelf, by making the Parts of her own Be- 
|- oy ſubject to an unavoidable Misfortune, 
a or elſe ſhe hudled up Things in the Dark, 
without foreſeeing what would become of 
chern. But both theſe ſuppoſitlons are 
hiphly 1 Now if any Man has 
à mind to leave Nature, or the Firſt Cauſe, 
ont of the Scheme, and affirm that Things 
follow the Make, and Tendency of their 
Conſtitution ; He that affirms this, does 
but expoſe himſelf, by granting in the firſt 
place, that the Parts of the Dniverſe are 
made for ' Alteration. And then falls a 
Wondring, and Growling at Decay, and 
Revolution; as if ſuch Accidents were Un- 
natural, and -Extraordinary ; Eſpecially 
ſince Fhings do but return whence they 
carne, and fall back no farther than their 
firſt Principles, For upon the — 
| . 0 


tereſt" and Station the Government ſhall 
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of 5 Bodies, either the Elemente 
are ſcatter d at large, or elſe they march 
ſtraight to their Head Quarters; And that 
which is ſolid turns to-Earth, and the par- 
ticles of Air joyn their own Element; 
thus they age receiv'd into the main Body 
of the Univerſe; The Univerſe I ſay, which 
will either, be deſtroyd by Fire, after a 
certain Period; Or elſe be renew d * per · 
petual Viciflitudes. To return: I would 
not have you think that . thoſe parti- 
cles of Earth, or Air, Which you, haye 
now in your Conſtitution, are the ame 
with thoſe vou brought. into t World 
with you. Don't. miſtake; Your Body hag 
been made over and FE lince that time. 
The Marter which now belongs to you. 1s 
fo it were but of ye erday's 1 55 tho 
ou bave lived ſo long in the World, Ar 
Carcaſe is but a young one; For 755 
taken it all in at yaur Mouth but ſomewhat 
lately : And therefore when you perceive 
15 off you, need not be ſo much trou- 
bled at the Loſs: For the Alterations in 


555 Body, don't rob you of the Fleſh and 


Blood you had from your Mother; but on- 
ly of ſome freſher Recruits of no long 
ſtanding. But ſuppoſe you had ſtill the 
fame Body you was Born with ; what 
would you do with it without the benefit 
ff Change? without a my ſupply- of 
Matter 
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Matter which muſt alter the Caſe, Nou- 
h riſhment and Growth are perfectly im- 
practicable: Beſides, Death can't be far 

| off; and then both New Matter and Old, 
muſt take their leave, and be ſwept to 


d their reſpective Elements *. n 
y VIII. When you have given your ſelf | 
h the Titles of a Man of Modeſty, and Good 
K Nature, of Truth, and Prudence, of Re- 


ſignation, and Magnanimity, take care 
that your Practice anſwers up to your 
Character; And if your Diſtinctions and 
your Life Do not agree, if any of theſe 
glorious Names are loſt in your Miſma- 
nagement, recover them as ſoon as you 
can. Remembring withal, that Prudence. 
implies Conſideration, Care and Compre- 
henſive Enquiry: that to be Unanimous 
* or Reſign'd, ſignifies a Chearful Com- · T ge. 
plyance with the Allotments of Providence. 
That Magnanimity imports an Elevation 
of Soul, a Noble contempt of Pleaſure 
and Pain, of Glory and Death; and all 
thoſe things which People are either fond 
or afraid of. Now if you can earn the 
Honour of -this Stile, and neither fly out 
of the compaſs of the Character, nor yet 
defire it from other Folks, you'll be quite 
another Man, and ſteer a quite different 
Courſe from what you do at preſent. And | 
indeed tis high time to begin: For to — | 
i | eds e 
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fire to go on at this rate, to be polluted 


with Appetite, and Harraſſed with paſſi- 


on any longer, is a ſenceleſs and a ſcanda- 
lous wiſh. It reſembles the meanneſs of 
thoſe poor Wretches in the Amphitheater, 
* By Lions who when they are half devoured, * and 
andother have nothing but Wounds left them, beg 
rey. notwithſtanding to be reſpited till the 
Morrow; tho they know themſelves only 
reſerved for the ſame Teeth that tore them 
before. Act up then to theſe few Names 
of Credit, and work them into the Soul 
of you. And if you find your Virtue bi 
enough for the practice, ſtand your Groun 
and think your felf Tranſported to the 
| 2 The Para- Fortunate Ifands. * But if you are OVCr- 
dic of the matchyd, and begin to give way, and per- 
| ceive your Station an Impediment, e en 
knock off, and retire where you may ma- 
nage better. And if this won't do, you 
may give Life the ſlip; but then let 
there be nothing of Paſſion, or Hurry in 
the Manner: Walk gravely and handſom- 
ly into the other World 3 And thus the 
laſt Action of your Life will be the only 
one worth the owning. And to remem- 
ber thoſe good Qualities above mention'd 
the more effectually, you ſhould: conſider 
that Imitation is the moſt acceptable part 
of Worſhip, and that the Gods had much 


0 


rather Mankind ſhould: Reſemble, than 


Platter 
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Flatter them: That Operation is the right 
Proof of Nature; That Trees are diſtin- 
iſned by their Fruit, Dogs by the Qua- 
ities proper to their Kind ; And thus it 
holds with Men too, who ought to quit 
that Name, unleſs they can anſwer the Idea, 
and make out their Claim by their Actions. 
IX. Unleſs you are very careful, this 
Campaigning, Tempeſtuous Life you are i 
engaged in, the Liberties of your Court, 7 
your own Lazineſs, and the Flattery of 
your Subjects, will conſtantly be doing 
you Diſſervice, wear out the Noble Im- 
preſſions of Philoſophy, and make your 
Study of Nature Infignificant. How then 
are you to. manage upon all Occaſions ? 
In ſuch a manner, as to omit neither Buſi- 
neſs nor Thinking, To be modeſt in the 
Conſciouſneſs of your Improvement, but 
not ſo far as to undervalue your Know- 
ledge, and keep it out of Sight. When 
you are thus well-skill'd both in Theory, 
and Practice, then your Virtues will Re- 
gale you, and you'll reliſh the Advantage 
of Philoſophy. Then you'll be able to un- 
derſtand the Bottom of every Thing ; To 
| pronounce upon its Nature, the Ingredi- 
ents twas made of, and the Weight it has 
in the World; To calculate its Continu- | 
ance, who are likely to be affected with = 
it, and what Powers they are which can | 
both give, and take it away. X. 
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X. A Spider when ſhe has catched a 
Fly thinks ſhe has done ſome great Mat- 
ter, and ſo does a Sports-man when he 
has run down a Hare, and a Fiſherman 
too, when he has overeach'd a Sprat, or 
a Gudgeon : ſome others, muſt kill a 
Boar, or a Bear, before they can grow 
conceited z And a fourth ſort value them- 
felves extremely upon their Hunting the 
Sarmatian Moſs Troopers : Tho? it may be, 
in this laſt Caſe, if you go to the Defini- 
tion of Robbing, the one, are as much 
Thieves as the other. io 

XI. Sit cloſely to the Study of Phyſicłs, 
that you may obſerve the ſteps, and learn 
the Hiſtory of Nature, and trace the Pro- 
greſs of Bodies from one Form and Spe- 
cies to another: Contemplate often upon 
this Subject, for there's nothing contri- 
butes ſo much to Greatneſs of Mind, as a 
thorough Inſight into theſe Matters. He 
that's rightly affected with this Speculati- 
on, has in a manner laid his Body afide 
and all that belongs to it. He conſiders 
that this World will quickly be oyer with 
him, that he muſt take his leave of Man- 
kind, and remove into an other Conditt- 
on. In Conſequence of thefe Thonghts, 


* Tha is he is all Juſtice and Reſignation. * And 
rrovidence. 1s for what People think, or talk of him, 


or practiſe againſt him, he never minds 4 
S He 
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He has but two points to ſecure, that is, 


to be Honeſt in what he does, and con- 


tented with what he Receives T. As for r Prom xx. 


other Projects and Fancies, He has done 


with them. His Buſineſs is only to live by 
Reaſon, and to follow that Path which 


Nature has chalk'd out for him, for in ſo 
doing he has the Deity for his Guide. 
XII. What need you be Anxious about 


the Event, when you may examine the En- 


terprize, and debate the Reaſonableneſs of 
it? If you find it practicable and proper, 
go on, and let nothing divert you. But if 
you can't ſee through it, make a halt, and 
take the beſt Advice upon the Cafe. And 
if your Meaſures happen to be broken by 
ſome new Emergency, make the moſt of 


what is in your Power, and always ſtick 


to the point of Honeſty: For after all, 


that is the beſt Stake in the Hedge: For, 


tho' the grand Deſign may not ſucceed, 
yet when 'tis fairly undertaken, and well 
managed, it makes one eaſy under the Miſ- 
carriage: Reaſon and Juſtice are pleaſant 


Companions; and thoſe that keep to them, 


are always ſatisfied, and in good Humour. 
XIII. Whenyou are firſt awake you ma 

put this Queſtion z whether another Man's 

Virtue will ſignify any thing to the doing 


your Buſineſs? No, unleſs you help your 
ſelf, another Man's Mind will no more im- 


2 prove 


| 
' | 
| 
| 
1 
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** God, 


- contented, This is the 


: prove you, than another Man's Mouth will 


nouriſh you : This Thought may do you 
Service in a Morning, and help'to make the 
Day more ſignificant. And now I think 
on't, don't forget what ſort of Men thoſe 


are which value themſelves ſo much upon 
the Good or IIl Character, they give their 


Neighbours ; one would imagine by their 
bragging they could govern the World 


with their Tongues, and talk People into 


what Condition they had a mind to. But 


then theſe mighty Men of Satyr, and Pane- 


gyrick, how ſcandaloufly do they live? 
How are they overgrown, with Luxury 
and Lewdneſs? How fooliſh are their Fan- 


cies, and how unreaſonable their Fears? 


How much Truth do they murther with 


their prating; and how often do they ſteal 
from an honeſt Man, to make a Knave 


Took the better > But after all, they have 


the worſt on't, by abuſing that Reaſon 
which might have ſerv'd them to ſo many 


Excellent Purpoſes. 5 | 
XIV, Hethat conſiders that Nature * has 
the Diſpoſal of all Things, will addreſs her 
in this Language of Reſpect. Give me what 
you pleaſe, and take what you pleaſe away. I'm 
ſtrain of a Man bred 


to Sobriety, and Good Principles. 'And 
tho? the Expreſſion may be extraordinary, 
there's not the leaſt tincture of Vanity in 
1 l ; ; . : it, 
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it, but it proceeds wholly from Obedience, 


and Satisfaction, 


XV. Your time is almoſt over, therefore 
live as if you were retired in the Country. 
Place fignifies nothing; Virtue and Phi- 
loſophy, will thrive every where, provid- 
ed you mind your Buſineſs. Never run 
into a Hole, and ſhun Company: No, Let 
the World have the Benefit of a Good Ex- 
ample, and look upon an honeſt Man; 
and if they don't like him, let them knock 
him on the Head; for tis much better he 
wereſerv'd fo, than to live at their rate of 
Diſorder. 

XVI. Notion without Practice is Imper- 


tinence ; ſpend no more time then, in ſta- 


ting the Qualifications of a Man of V irtue, 
but endeavour to get them. 

XVII. Take the whole Bulk of Matter, 
and all the Extent of Time frequently into 
your Thoughts : And then confider that 
all particular Bodies are but a Grain in the 
Proportion of Subſtance, and but the turn- 
ing of a Wimble in reſpe& of Tie. 

XVIII. Don't ſuffer the Appearances of 
Things to dazle your Sight, and deceiye 
you: Examine them cloſely, and you'll 


find them ready to decay, and tumble. 


And that all Things are made as it were to 


be unmade again. 
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XIX. Conſider what an humble Figure 
the biggeſt People make when they are 
eating, ſleeping, and doing the other coarſe 
Work of Nature, to which they are all 
condemn'd:! But then when they are in 
their Altitudes, in their Pomp, or in their 
Paſſion, ſtrutting or mauling their Inferi- 
ours; you would take them for another 
ſort of Creatures, and that they fancy 
themſelves more than Mortal Men! And 
yet how many little Maſters did they lately 
cringe to, how mean was their Seryice and 
their Salary; and what a ſorry Condition 

* Enber by will they come to in a ſhort time *, _ 
er Bra. XX. That's beſt for every Man which 
| God ſends him; and the time of his ſend- 
ing too, is always a Circumftance of Ad- 

vantage. | | 

XXI. The Earth, as the Poet has it, 
* Furip. loves the Reſreſhment of a Shower, and the 
Clouds, when they are loaden, love to ſend 
zt. And the World loves to execute the 
Decrees of Fate ; and therefore fay I to 
the World, * your Inclinations and mine 
ſhall always be the ſame. | | 
XXII. Either you will- take the Benefit 
of Cuſtom, and keep to your old Courſe of 
Life, or you'll ſtep farther into the World, 
as your Fancy ſhall lead you, or elſe Death 
will give you your Quietus eſt, one of theſe 
Caſes muſt happen, therefore be not diſ- 
„ | XXIII. 


. 


* Or Provi- 
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XXIII. Take it for a Rule, that Philo- 
ſophy is every where Practicable; And that 
there's no ſuch great Matter in Retirement. 
A Man may be Wiſe and Sedate in a crowd, 
as well as in a Deſart, and keep the Noiſe 
of the World from getting within him : In' 
this Caſe as Plato obſerves, * the nd 
4 Town, and the Incloſure of a Sheep-fold, 
may be made the ſame thing. 

XXIV. How does my Mind ſtand affect- 
ed? What Condition is my Underſtand- 
ing in, and to what Ules do I put it? Does 
not Thought and Reaſon run low with 
me? Am I not grown ſelfiſn, and broken 
looſe from the General Intereſt? Is not my 
Soul as it were melted into my Senſes, and 
perfectly govern'd by them? | 

XXV. He that runs away from his Ma- 


th 


*Plato 
22tet, 


ſter is a Fugitive ; now the Law * is every The Lav 


Man's Maſter, and therefore he that Tran(- « 6 


greſſes it is a Deſertor, And under this 
Character we may range all thoſe that are 
diſſatisfied with the Adminiſtration of the 
World; Angry at what is paſt, and Unea- 
ſy about the Future : For theſe People 
were it in their Power would ſet afide that 
Juſtice which gives every one his Due, and 
break through the Orders of Providence. 

XXV The Formation of the Fætus, is 
a great Subject for Contemplatian : The 
- firſt Principles of Life are extremely ſlen- 
4 . 2 3 der, 
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der, and Myſterious ; And yet Nature 
works them up into a ſtrange Increaſe of 
Bulk, Diverſity, and Proportion. And af- 
ter the Birth is over, the Infant is ſupport- 
ed by throwing a little Nouriſhment down 
the Throat on't. And here the Force and 
Conduct of the Operation is extraordina- 
ry. For what can be more ſurprizing than 
to ſee ſuch wonderful Effects from ſo Un- 
promiſing a Cauſe ? To ſee Growth and 
Motion, and Strength and Beauty; all the 
Functions and Force, and Ornament of the 
Creature, ſprout out of a little Pap, or 
Gruel? Theſe things tho'they are wrought 
in the Dark, and we can't trace them with 
our Senſes, no more than we can the Cau- 
ſes of Gravitation; For all this, our Un- 
derſtandings may reach a great way; and 
diſcover the Miracles of Providence tho' 
not the Manner of their Performance, 
XXVII. Yowlldo well to remember that 
the World 1s juſt as it was formerly, and 
will go on at the ſame rate, when you are 
Dead and gone. If you either Dip into Hi- 
ſtory, or recollect your own Memory, you'll 
perceive the Scenes of Life ſtrangely Uni- 
form, and nothing but the Old Plays re- 
viv'd. Take a view of the Courts of Adri- 
an, Antoninus Pins, of Philip of Macedon 
or Cræſus; And you'll find the Grimace, 
and Entertainment the ſame, only the Ac- 
tors are different, XVXVIII, 
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XXVIII. He that ſtruggles with his For- 
tune and makes an Affliction on't, is much 
like a Hog that Kicks, and Cries out when 
his Throat is cutting: And he that Mourns 
privately over himſelf when he is Sick, is 
not much better. We ſhould conſider that 
we are tyed to the Chains of Fate, that all 
Accidents are inevitable, that none but Ra- 
tional Creatures have the privilege of Mov- 
ing Freely, and making Neceſſity a Choice: 
All other Things are forc d onward, and 
Drag d along to their Doom. | 
XXIX. Conſider the ſatisfactions of Life 
ſingly, and examine them as they come 
up; And then ask your ſelf, if Death is 
ſuch a terrible Bugbear in taking them 
from you? 5 
XXX. When any Bodies Misbehaviour 
diſturbs you, diſmiſs the Image of the In- 
jury, and bethink your ſelf whether you 
have not been guilty of the ſame Fault: 
For Inſtance, whether you have not over- 
valued Money, or Pleaſure, or Fame, or 
the like. Such Reflexions will quickly make + 
you cool, and come to a Temper ; eſpeci- 
ally if you confider the Offendor was not a 
altogether his own Man, but under the 
force of ſome untoward Paſſion or other: 
You would do well therefore, if you can, 
to ſtep in to the Reſcue, and free him from 
the Canſe of his Diſorder. ES. 
of SLICE | | Z 4 _ XXX, - 
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XXXI. When you conſider Satyrion the 
Gocratiſt, think upon Entyches, or Hymen 
oThe frit * And when you remember Exphrates, think 


proper 


Fame ur UPON Eutychion, or Sylvanus; And when 
this — Alciphron comes into your Head, carry your 
nores a Th. Thoughts to Tropœophorus; and when you 
oz Are muſing upon Xenophor, or Crito, let Se- 

Easton Lerus come into the Contemplation; And 
ime, the when you make your ſelf the Subject of 
who were your Meditations, bring ſome of the Em- 

a mga perours your Predeceſſors into your Com- 
pany; And thus ſet the Dead and the Liv: 

ing of the ſame Character, and Profeſſion, 

always one againſt another, then ask the 
"Queſtion ; where are thoſe Men that made 

ſuch a Figure formerly? The Anſwer will 

be, they are no where, or at leaſt no where 

that I know of. Thus you'll be ſtrongly 
convinc'd that Men .are but Smoak, and 
Bubbles; They Vaniſh as they Riſe, and 

break ſoon after the Swelling : And this 
Impreſſion will go the deeper, if you con- 

| fider that what is once periſh'd and Sunk, 
vid, an" Will never come up again exactly.“ As for 
nor P Acier. your ſhare of Time: tis but a Moment in 
Compariſon; Why then can't you manage 
that little Handſomly, and be ſatisſied? 
What a Noble opportunity of Improve- 
ment do you run away from? For what 
are all the Revolutions of Nature, and the 

Accidents of Life, but Tryals of Skill; and 

1 FT | Fer- 
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Exerciſes of Reaſon? A wiſe Man that has 
look'd through the Cauſes of Things, 
makes but a Diverſion of them. Go on 
then, with the Theory and Practice of Phi- 
loſophy, till you have digeſted the Subject, 
and conquered the Difficulty 3 For I would 
have you be like a ſtrong Stomach, that 
maſters all ſort of Diet, and makes Nou- 
riſhment of it; Or if you pleaſe, like a Fire 
well kindled, which catches upon every 
thing you throw in, and turns it into 
Flame and Brightneſs. 
VXVXXII. Put it out of the Power of 
Truth to give you an ill Character; And 
if any Body reports you not to be an Ho- 
neſt, or a Good Man, let your Practice 
pive him the Lye : This is all very feaſi- 
le: For pray who can hinder you from 
being Juſt, Sincere, and Good Natur'd 
if you have a mind to it ? To make all 
ſure, you ſhould reſolve to live no longer 
than you can live Honeſtly ; For, in ear- 
neſt, you had much better be nothing, 
than a Knave. | * 
XXXIII. What is it which is moſt pro- 
per to be ſaid, or done, upon the pre- 
ſent Occaſion? That Queſtion I confeſs 
is pertinent, but let it be what it will, I'm 
ſure *tis in your power to come up tot; 
and therefore never pretend it impractica- 
ble. Yowl never leave Grumbling , and 
IN 4 Growl- 


—_— 


350 Marcus ANTONINUSS = 


„ 
n 


Growling till you have brought your 
Fancy to your Philoſophy, till you can 
practiſe Virtue with a Guſt, and make 
your Duty your Pleaſure : And why you 
| ſhould not do this I can't imagine; For 
the Practiſe of Virtue is nothing but Hu- 
mane Powers naturally ſet on work; *Tis 
only putting the Wheels in the motion 
they were contriv'd for, and going juſt as 
you were Made. Now Nature's poſtures 
are always eaſie, and which is more, no- 
thing but your own Will, can put you 
out of them. The Motion of a Cylinder 
may be ſtopt, Fire and Water may be 
check d in their Tendency, and ſo may a- 
ny part of the Elementary, Vegetative, and 
Animal World; In this Caſe a great many 
Obſtructions may interpoſe. But there's 
nothing can block up a Soul, ſtop the 
Courſe of Reaſon, or hinder a Thought 
from running in the right Channel, He 
that conſiders the irreſiſtible Liberty of | 
the mind, that ſhe moves as eafily as Fire 
does upwards, as a Stone downwards, as 
a Cylinder ona ſmooth Deſcent ; will 
trouble his head about. nothing farther. 
For all other Impediments proceed either 
from the Body, which he looks upon ra- 
ther as a Carkaſs, than a Companion, or 
elſe they are founded in Opinion, and un- 
leſs we betray our ſelves, and pits ft 
f | 8 ge | CA; 
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Reaſon, can do us no manner of Miſchief: 
Otherwiſe, III Fortune, as tis commonl 

call'd, would make a Body an ill Man: 
For all other Productions of Nature, or 
Art, when any harm happens to them 
they are certainly the worſe for't : But 
here a Man is the better for what he ſuffers, 
He improves his Value, and raiſes his 
Character, by making a right uſe of a 


| Rugged Accident. In ſhort 1 would have 


you remember, that no Burgher can re- 

ceive any Damage by that which does not 

Affect his Corporation; Neither can the 

Community ſuffer, unleſs the Laws, by 

which *tis Govern'd, are broken, and 

ſuffer too : But theſe Misfortunes as they 

are call'd, don't violate the Conſtitution 

nor break in upon the Laws, therefore they 

don't Dathage .the Corporation; nor by 

conſequence any Member in it. — dang 
XXXIV He that's well Tinctur'd with Auen. the 

Philoſophy needs but a ſhort Receipt : A ni d. 


means the 


common Cordial will keep up ſuch a Man's Wn, we 
Spirits, and expel the Cold from his Heart. Sr t 
A Verſe or two out of Homer will ſerve for providence: 
a Hint, and do his buſineſs. Let the Po- a. 


et ſpeak. 


Mem are like Leaves inVerdure and Decay, 
As Spring ſupplys what Autumn blows away, 
So Mortals fade, and flouriſh in their 
R Turns * \ You' Hemi, II. E. 
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You ſee how ſlenderly Humane Felicity 
is put together, your Children are but 
Leaves upon the Matter, a little blaſt may 
take them from you. The freſheſt Lau- 
rels wither apace, and the Ecchoes of | 
Fame are ſoon ſilenced ; And which has 
ſome Comfort, ſo is Cenſure and Reproach I 
too. All theſe Matters like Leaves 
have their Spring for Growing , then a 
puff of Wind ſends them packing, and 

quickly after the Wood is new furniſh'd a- 
gain. Things are ſtrangely ſhort-liv'd ; | 
And yet your Appetites, and Fears Graſp, 
and Scamper at that Tate, as if all was E- 
verlaſting. But for all your haſt, your 
Head will be laid in a ſhort time, and 
then he that is your chief Mourner, will 
quickly want another for himſelf. 

XXXV. An Eye that's ſtrong and right- 
ly diſpos'd, is indifferent to all Colours, 
therefore if it calls for Greens, tis a ſign 
tis weak and out of order: Thus when 
the Hearing and Smelling are in a good 
condition, they don't pick and chuſe their 

Objects, but take in all manner of Scents 
and Sounds, thus a ſtrong Stomach diſ- 
patches all that comes into it, like a Mill 
that Grinds all fort of Grain. And thus a 

Mind that's Sound, and Healthy is prepa- 

red to Digeſt all ſorts of Accidents; And 
= therefore when 'tis clamorous in ſuch Wiſh- 
X | s jul 
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es as theſe, O that my Children may Live 
and Flouriſh, that I may be every Bodies Fa: 
vourite, and be commended for every thing 1 
doe: When the Mind I ſay is thus ſickly 
and untoward, 'tis juſt like an Eye that's 
all fer Green Colours, and like a ſet of 
Teeth that would touch nothing by their 
Good will, but Flummery, and Pudding. 
XXXVI. There's no Body ſo Happy in 


his Family and Friends, but that ſome of 


them when they ſee him going, will wiſh 
for a good Riddance, and almoſt keep a 
Holy Day for his Death : Let him be a 
Perſon of never ſo much Probity and Pru- 
dence, do you think ſome Body or other 
won't drop ſome of theſe Sentences over his 
Grave. Well ! Our Man of Order and Gra- 
vity is gone, we ſhall now be no more troubled 
with his Diſcipline | I cant ſay he was II- 
natur dd to any of us But for all that, Pm 
ſenſible he diſliked our Management in hi 
Heart. This is the beſt Treatment a Good 
Man mult expect. But alas! as for our 
Conduct, how many Reaſons will People 
muſter up to be rid of us? If you conſider 
this when you are dying, you'll quit with 
the leſs Reluctance. Say then to your (elf, 
I am leaving an odd fort of World, where 
* the ſharers in my Fortune, and the Ob- 
© zects of my Care and Kindneſs, thoſe Peo- 
ple for whom I have drudg d, and con- 
| * triv'd, 
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* triv'd, and wiſh'd ſo heartily, count my 
© Life no better than a Grievance, and 
© would fain be ſhut of me; Now who 
* would be fond of ſtaying in ſuch Compa- 
* ny any longer ? However, this Thought 
muſt not go ſo deep as to ſour your Hu- 
mour. You muſt keep your Temper, and 
part friendly with every Body ; but then 
_ Good Nature muſt not make you hang 
ack : For as when a Man has an eaſy 
Death, the Soul ſlides gently out of the 
Body, and takes her leave without Tugg- | 
ing; ſo you muſt walk off handſomely, 
and bid the World adieu without Regret. 
"Tis true, Nature has twiſted your Inte- 
reſts, and tied you together, but now ſhe 
looſens the Knot, and makes the ſign to 
Diſingage. Pl] part then with the World 
as with my Friends and Relations, but for 
all my Kindneſs I won't be dragg'd from 
them: No, Providence would have me 
move freely, and therefore I'll do it. 

XXXVII. Let it be your conſtant Me- 
thod to look into the Deſign of Peoples 
Actions, and ſee what they would be at, as 
often as tis Practicable; And to make this 
Cuſtom the more fignificant, practice it 

firſt upon your ſelf. 8 
XXXVIII. Remember that which pulls 
and hales you from one Paſſion to another, 
is no External Force, but your Fancy with- 
„ | in 
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in you. There lies the Rhetorick that per- 
ſuades you ; That's the Live Thing, and 
to ſpeak plainly, that's the Man, after all. 
But when you talk of a Man, I would not 


have you tack Fleſh and Blood to the No- 
| tion; nor thoſe Limbs neither which are 


made out 'on't : Theſe are but Tools for 


the Soul to work with, and no more a part 


of a Man, than an Ax or aPlain, isa piece 


of a Carpenter: Tis true, Nature has 


glewed them together, and they grow as 
it. were to the Soul, and there's all the Dif- 
ference. But the uſe of them depends ſole- 
ly upon the Mind : Tis the Will that ei- 


ther checks, or ſets them a going. They 


have but the Force of Inſtruments, and ſig- 
nify no more without foreign Direction, 
than a Shuttle, a Pen, or a Whip, which 


will neither Weave, nor Write, nor Laſh 


the Horſes, without fome Body to manage 
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EE Properties of a Rational Soul are 


| theſe. She has the Privilege, to 
look into her own Nature, to cut out her 
Qualities, and Form her ſelf to what Tem- 
per ſhe pleaſes : She enjoys her Product, 
(whereas Trees and Cattle, bring Fong 

or 
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for other Folks. ) Whether Life proves 


long or ſhort, ſhe gains the Ends of Living, 


Her Buſineſs is never maim'd by Interrup- | 


tion, as it happens in a Dance, or a Play : 
No, ſhe is never ſurpriz d, her Perform- 
: ances are ſtruck out at a Heat, and always 


finiſhed and entire; So that ſhe may ſay | 


with Modeſty enough, I have ſuſtain'd no 
Damages, but carry off all that belongs 10 
me. Farther, She ranges through the whole 
World, views its Figure; looks into the 
* The Sto- Vacuum on the out- ſide on't, and ſtretches 
ned chu on ON to an unmeaſurable length of Time: 


the out- ſide 


ofthe Word She contemplates the Grand Revolutions 


there was Of Nature, and how the Univerſe will be 


cm, chat deſtroy'd, F and renew'd at certain Peri- 


«nfrnitca” Ods: She conſiders that there will be no- 
No thing em for Poſterity to gaze at; And 
9; con- that our Anceſtors ſtood upon the ſame 
fagrarions. Level for Obſervation : That all Ages are 
Uniform, and of a Colour, in ſo much 
that in forty Years time, a tolerable Ge- 
nius for Senſe and Enquiry, may acquaint 
himſelf with all that's paſt, and all that's 
to come. Laſtly, Tis the Property of a 
Rational Soul, to love her Neighbours, to 
be remarkable for Truth and Sobriety ; To 
prefer nothing to her own Dignity and 


Authority, which is likewiſe the Cuſtom 
and Prerogative of a Law ; And thus far 


the Quality and Meaſures of right Reaſon, 


and publick Juſtice are the ſame. II. 
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II. The way to deſpiſe the Pleaſure of 

a fine Song, a well-performed Dance, or 
the Olympick Exerciſes, is as follows: As 
for the Song, take the Muſick in pieces, 
and examine the Notes by themſelves, and 
ask as you go along, Lit this, or this ſingle 
ſound, that has ſubdued me? You'll be a- 
ſham'd to confeſs the Conqueſt, and ſo get 
clear of the Charm. Thus, to leſſen the 
Diverſion of Dancing, conſider every 
Movement and Geſture, apart. And this 
Method will hold with Reſpect to the O- 
lympick Exerciſes, In ſhort, All other En- ning: 
tertainments but thoſe of Virtue abate by Wreſlings 

taking them aſunder, and therefore apply bing 
= Expedient to all other parts of your &“. 

fe. 
III. What a brave Soul is that, that's 
always prepar'd to Walk out of the Body, 
and unconcern'd about her being either 
extinguiſh'd, | ſcatter'd or remoy'd ? Pre-. 42 
pared I ſay upon Judgment, and not out of © 
mere Obſtinacy like the || Chriſtians 5 To The true 
recommend the Example, this Fortitude ht. 
maſt have nothing of Noiſeor Oſtentation, ee. 
but be carried on with a Solemn Air of fa 
Gravity, and Conſideration. our. 

IV. Have I oblig d any Body, or done 
the World any Service ? If ſo, the Action 
has rewarded me; This Anſwer will en- 
Reta, ey Nature, therefore let it al- 
ways at Hand. Aa | V. 
; © 
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V. What may your Trade or Profeſſion 
be? Tis to live like a Man of Virtue and 
Probity. And how can this . end be 
better compaſs d, than by the Contempla- 
tion of the Nature of the World, and of 
Mankind in particular ; and the Influence 
* one has upon the Affairs of the o- 
as +: -; | | 

VI. As to Dramatick Performances, Tra- 

- gedy appear'd firſt, The Deſign of them 
was to ſhow the Misfortunes of Life were 
Cuſtomary and Common. That thus the 
Fiction might reconcile them to the Re- 
ality ; and that what diverted them upon 
the Stage, might ſurprize them the leſs 
when they met with it in the World. 
Thus People ſee there's no living without 
Accidents; Mortifications, and ſevere ones 
too, will happen; Kingsand Princes can't 
ſtand clear of them. And to give the 
Stage- Poets their due, they have ſome 

ſententious and ſerviceable Paſſages; as 
for Inſtance, 


a F# L and mine, are by the Gods neglected, | 
There's reaſon for tbeir Rigour. | 
Again, 4 


Ne'er quarrel Accidents, for me ve 
And domt regard your Anger 2 5 ; 
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Once more 
Fate Mowes down Life like Corn, this 
Mortal falls, 
And Potber ſtands a while *. — 
7 1. 


Theſe Inſtances may ſuffice, otherwiſe I i, 4. 


| might go on with them: Next to Tuagedy, 


Old Comedy took a turn upon the Stage; 
And here Pride and Ambition was laſh'd 
and pointed at, with great Freedom and 
Authority, and not without ſome Succeſs. 
And for this Reaſon, Diogenes ſometimes 
made uſe of the Poet's Diſcipline. You 
are now to obſerve that Middle Comedy ſuc- 
ceeded to the Old, and the New to the Mid- 
dle; This laſt kind ſinking by degrees to 
the Buffoonry of the Mimi. Tis true, *'Tis 9.4 


cier's Obſer- 


there are ſome uſeful Expreſſions to be met v wer 


with even here: But then you are to con- e 
ſider the Tendency of the whole Poem, and ii b of, 


« 5 Plays; tho 
what theſe Dramatick Diverſions drive at apon the 
Py omrar 
1 General 2 —— 


VII. Nothing is clearer to me than that e %. 
the Principles you go upon Þ are as good d 5 


| Foundation for Philoſophy, and Improve- amade 


ment, as are to be met with in any other —— 
Sed whatſoever. ral gn 

VII. ABough by being lopp d off from m. 
another, muſt of Neceſſity be lopp'd from man Prin- 


are 


the Whole Tree: Thus a Man that breaks de Log r 


with another loſes the Benefit of the whole agu, 
A a 2 Com- 
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Community, Tis true a Bough is lopp'd off 
by a Foreign Hand ; But this Moral Am- 
putation is all Voluntary; Tis the Man 
8 that pulls himſelf aſunder by his untoward 
Averſion to his Neighbour : He little thinks 

by this unhappy Diviſion, how he Diſin- 
corporates himſelf from the Body of Man- 

kind ! And here the Goodneſs of God who 
founded this Society is extraordinary. He 

has put it in our Power to grow to 

the Limb we left, and come again into 

the Advantage of the main Body. But if 

this Misfortune is often repeated, *twill be 

a hard Matter to reſtore the Part, and cloſe 

the Diviſion. For as Gardiners obſerve, - 

a Bough cut off and Graffed in again, is 

not in the ſame good Condition with 
another which always Flouriſ'd upon the 
Trunk; For, tho' the firſt does not grow 

| out of its Kind, yet it ſuffers ſomewhat in 

See beck its Figure and Beauty“. 

8. 34 IX. Never grow four upon Peoples Ma- 
lice, or Impertinence : Can they beat you 
oft your Reaſon, or ſtop your Progreſs in 
Virtue ; Not at all, Be not then Diſcon- 

certed, nor check your Good-nature to- 
wards them. If you meet with Oppoſiti- 
on and Ill-will, you muſt neither be Di- Al 
verted, nor Diſturb'd, but keep your Point, tl 
and your Temper too. Por as *tis a Weak- u 
neſs to loſe your Spirits, and be 2 fl 
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off your Conduct, ſo tis likewiſe to be 
angry with Impertinent People: Upon 


the whole ; They are both a ſort of De- 


ſerters from Providence, who are either 
frighten'd from their Duty, or fall out 
with thoſe of their own Nature, and 


. | » f * See Book 
Family * 2 Scct. 1. 


X. Nature falls ſhort of Art in no In- 
ſtance ; Art being but an Imitation of Na- 
ture; And if ſo, the moſt perfect and 


beſt Furniſht, Nature can't be ſappos'd to 


work with leſs Reach than a common Ar- 
tificer. Now in all Arts the Leſs in value 
are contriv'd for the ſake of the Greater ; 
This therefore is the method of General 
Nature, or the Firſt Cauſe : And upon 
this Ground Juſtice is founded , which 
conſiſts in a Regard, and Preference of 
Things according to their Dignity and 
Worth. The other Vertues are likewiſe 
Govern'd by this Rule, and are but Acts 
of Juſtice differently applyed. But Juſt 
we can never be, if we are Eager and 
Anxious about External Advahtages, if 
we are apt to be impos d on, and grow 


heedleſs, and inconſtant in our Motion. 


XI. Averſions and Deſires are the ge- 
neral occaſions of Diſturbance; Now ſince 
the Objects of theſe Paſſions don't preſs 
upon you, but 'tis you that make up to 
them in fome meaſure, whereas they ſtand 
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J Sc. p. Off, and keep their Diſtance : your me- 
' Books.15, thod is therefore, to let your Opinion about 
them lye ſtill ; This ſuſpenſion of your | 
Judgment, will bring you towards an In- 
difference. And then you'l neither pur- 

ſue, nor avoid them any longer. 

XIT. The Figure of the Soul , as we 
may call it, is then round and Uniform, 
when ſhe neither Reaches after any thing 
Foreign; nor ſhrinks in, out of Cowar. 
dize and Fear: When her ſuperficies is 
thus Even, the Light plays better upon 
her: The proſpe& of Truth and Nature 

is enlarg d; and ſhe ſees the World, and 
her ſelf to the moſt Advantage. | 
XIII. Does any one deſpiſe me? What; 
that to me? Fll take care not to give him 
any Reaſon for his Contempt. Does any 
one hate mie? It may be ſo; 1 ſkan't con- 
cern my (elf about it. And more than 
- that, another Man's Malice ſhall ne'er ſpoil 
my Temper : Ill continue Kind and good 
Humour'd to all the World, even to the 
Injurious Per ſon himſelf. Im always rea. 
i | 02,0 a Oy to ſhew him his Error, without Ruf 
fan fling, or making a Merit of my own Pa- 
dn Sen z tience; But frankly , and with all the 
Sbg. Cordial Sincerity imaginable, as * Phocion 
pint the ſeem d to behave himſelf towards the 4. 
for putting Fhemrans 3 Indeed your Mind ſhould al. 
Peat. , ways be ſo diſpos d, as to bear the — 

| | rowe 


_— 


M EDITATIONS Oc. 3 63 


roweſt Inſpection, that the God's may 
examine you with Pleaſure, and perceive 


that you are neither Angry, nor Uneaſy 


at any Thing. Now if you follow the 


Current of your Nature, and do a hand- 


ſome Action, where's the Harm ont? 
What are you unwilling to ſubmit to Pro- 


vidence 2 To comply with the Intereſt of 


the Univerſe, when you Know you were 
made on purpoſe for't. 
XIV. People generally Deſpiſe, where 


they Flatter; And cringe to thoſe they 


would gladly overtop, fo that Truth, and 
Ceremony, are two Things. 

XV. Hew fulſome, and hollow does 
that Man look that cryes, I' reſolv'd to 
deal clearly with you : Heark you Friend, 
what need of all this Flouriſh? Let your 
Actions ſpeak : To go to the right ore, 
your Face ought to vouch for you, and 
your Sincerity be Legible upon your Fore- 
head. I would have Vertue look out of 


the Eye, no leſs apparently than Love 


does: I would have Honeſty ſo incorpo- 


rated with the Conſtitution, ſo mixed up 
with the Blood and Spirits, that it ſhould 


be diſcoverable by the Senſes, and as ea- 
ſily diſtinguiſh'd as Rankneſs, or a ſtron; 
Breath; ſo that a Man muſt be forc 

to find it. aut whether he would or no. 


But on the other fide, an Affectation of 


Aa 4 being 
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being Real, isan untoward pretence : No- 
thing is more ſcandalous than falſe Friend- 
ſhip, and therefore of all things avoid it. 
In ſhort ; A Man of Integrity and Good- 
Nature can never be conceal'd, for his 
Character is wrought into his Countenance. 

XVI. To beſtow no more upon Objects 
than they deſerve, and where Things are 
Indifferent to let our Thoughts be ſo too, 
is a noble Expedient for Happineſs; The 
way to come up to this Indifferency, is 
to look Through Matters, and take them 
quite aſunder: * Remembring always, 
that Things can't Charge into the Soul, 


nor force us upon any Opinions about 


them : They ſtand Aloof, and are quiet ; 
'Tis our Fancy that makes them Operate 
and Gall us; Tis we that Rate them and 
give them their Bulk, and Value; And 
yet tis in our Power to let it alone; And 
if any falſe Colours are laid on by 

prize, we may rub them out if We pleaſe : 
We are likewiſe to conſider that this Trou- 
ble won't laſt, that Death will Relieve us 
eus: where then is the difficulty of 


ſtanding upon our Guard a little while? 


If therefore your Circumſtances put you 


in a way of Improvement, and there's any 
thing to be made out of them, bid them 


heartily welcome, and then your Incli- | 


nation will make you eaſie; But if they 


prove 


cu a a of &@ A © tt, 
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prove unmanageably croſs, (which by 


the way is a wrong Suppoſition, ) Look 


out for ſomething that's more ſerviceable 
to the Dignity of your Nature ; And ne- 
ver let-Infamy, or being Unpopular, de- 
ter you from the Purſuit. For certainly 
every Man may take leave to make him- 
ſelf Happy 1t he can. 

XVII. Conſider the Original of all 
Things, the Matter they are made of; 
the Alterations they muſt run through, 
and the Qualities conſequent upon't ; And 
that all this Inſtability of Nature has no 
manner of harm int. 

XVIII. Concerning thoſe that offend, 
and Diſoblige you, conſider in the Firſt 
place, the Relation you ſtand in towards 
them, and that you are all made for each 
other. And as for your own part you 
are particularly ſet at the Head of the 
World; And like a Ram in a Flock, de- 
ſign d for Defence and Protection. You 
may go higher in your Reaſoning if you 
pleaſe, and conſider that either Chance, or 


Providence Governs the Univerſe ; if the 
latter, then the Coarſer parts of the Cre- 


ation were made for the Service of their 
Betters; And theſe laſt for the Intereſt and 
Support of each other. 5 F 
Secondly ; conſider how wretchedly 
They miſmanage their own Buſineſs, and 


how 
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how far they are gone in Luxury, and Li- 

bertiniſm, eſpecially you ſhould remember 

what ſtrong Prejudices they lye under, 

how confident they are in their Miſtakes, 

_ with what ſatisfaction they play the 
ool, 

Thirdly ; Confider that if thoſe that 
diſoblige you, are in the Right, you have 
no reaſon to be Angry ; But if they are in 
the wrong, tis becauſe they know no bet- 
ter. They are under the Neceſſity of their 
own Ignorance. For as all Error is invo- 
luntary ; fo no body would leſſen them- 
ſelves ſo much as to, miſs either Honeſty, 
or Good Manners, if they were rightly a- 
ware ont. And thus we ſee People won't 
endure the — of Avarice, Ingratitude, 
or Knavery, without being ſtung at the 
Imputation. . i, 
Fourthly; Don't forget you are like the 
reſt of the World, and Faulty. your ſelf in 
a great many Inſtances; That tho' you 
may forbear running Riot in ſome Caſes, 
tis not for want of an Inclination : And 
that nothing but Cowardize, Vanity, or 
ſome ſuch ſcandalous Principle, hinders 


W 


you from breaking out. * 


Fifthly, That tis ſometimes a hard mat- 
ter to be certain whether you have receiv- 
ed ill uſage or not: For Men's Actions of- 

tentimes look worſe than they are: And 


. 
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one muſt be throughly inſorm d of a great 
many things before he can be rightly qua- 
!ified to give Judgment ir the Caſe. 
Sixthly, When you are moſt Angry and 
Gall'd, remember that Humane Life laſts 
but a Moment, and that we ſhall ail of us 
very quickly, be laid in our Graves. 
Seventhly, Conſider that tis not other 


Peoples Actions, (for they are lodg'd at 


Home, and are neither Good, nor Bad to 
any but thoſe tt do them,) which di- 
ſturbus, but only our own © pinions about 
them. Do but then diſmiſs theſe Notions, 


and dont fancy the Thing a Grievance, 
and your Paſſiop will ceaſe immediately. 


But how can this Fancy be Diſcharg'd ? 
By conſidering that bare ſuffering, has no- 
thing of Infamy or Scandal in't. Now un- 
leſs ycu reſtrain the Notion of Evil to 
what is Scandalous and Diſhoneſt, your 
own Vertue wiil grow precarious, and 
you'll be under a Neceſſity of doing a great 


many unwarrantable Things. 
Eighthly, Conſider that our Anger and“ 
lImpatience often proves much more Miſ- 
+ * ehtevons, than the Provocation could poſ- 


fibly have done, x 


-  Ninthly, That Gentleneſs and Good Hu- 


mour are invincible, provided they are of 
the right Stamp, without any thing of Hy- 


pocriſy, or Grimace, This is the way to 
Diſarm 
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Diſarm the moſt Barbarous, and Savage: 
A conſtancy in Obliging Behaviour, will 
make the moſt Outragious Perſon aſham'd 
of his Malice: The worſt Body imaginable 
can't find in his Heart to do you any Miſ- 
chief, if you continue kind and unmov'd 
under ill Uſage, if you ſtrike in with the 
right opportunity for Advice; If when he 
is going to do you an ill Turn, you endea- 
vour to recover his Underſtanding, and re- 
trieve his Temper in ſuch gentle Language 
as this. Prithee Child be quiet, Men were 
never made to worry one another ; In earneſt 
i you go on, my dear Friend, you'll have the 
worſt ont; At for my part, Pm proof againſt 
every Thing, but my own Folly, Then Pro- 
ceed to illuſtrate the Point and let your 
Arguments be General and Inoffenſive : 
Shew him that Brutes are upon better Terms 
than this comes to; That tis not the cu- 
ſtom of Bees to ſpend their Stings upon 
their own kind, nor of one Herd of Cat- 
tle to draw up againſt another. And let 
all this be done out of ſtark Love and Kind- 
| neſs, without any thing of Bantering or 
8 Biting : You muſt likewiſe ſtand clear of 
| | "Vanity in your addrefs ; Don't ſeem to 
ff flouriſh upon the Subject, as if you were 
1 _ declaiming in the Schools, and Courting 
the Audience for Commendation: If there 
is any Company, ne er ſet your ſelf off to 
ö 0 | them; 


r 
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them: But Diſcourſe him with as little 
Straining and Affectation, as if there was 
no body but himſelf. 

Lay up theſe Nine Heads in your Memo- 
ry with as much Care as if they were a 
Preſent from the Nine Myſes : for now 
'tis high time to begin to be a Man for 
your Life time. And here you muſt take 
care to Guard againſt Flattery, as well as 
Anger ; For theſe are both unſerviceable 
Qualities, and do a great deal of Miſchief 
in the World. And for a farther preſerva- 
tive againſt the latter, remember that 
Frowardneſs and Rage are Marks of an 
Unmanly Diſpoſition. Mildneſs and Tem- 
per are not only more Hamane, but more 

Maſculine too: One thus Affected appears 
much more brave, and firm, and better 
fortified, than he that's fuming, and out 
of ſorts. For impaſſibility is an argu- 
ment of Greatneſs ; And he that has the 

leaſt Feeling in theſe Caſes, has always 
the moſt ſtrength: On the other hand, 
as Grief is a ſign of Weakneſs, ſo is Anger 
too; A Man is wounded in both theſe 
Paſſions, andthe ſmart is too big for him. 

As you have received theſe Nine Pre- 
cepts from the Myſes, take this Tenth if 
you pleaſe, from their Prefident and In- 
ſtructor Apollo That to wiſh all People 
may not do ill Things is to wiſh an impof- 

. ſibility, 
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ſibility, and no better than a piece of 
Diſtraction. But then to give them leave 
to plague other Folks, and deſire to be 
privileged your ſelf, is a Fooliſh and a 
Faughty expectation. 
XIX. There are foar ill Qualities we 
* Pacer muſt be particularly careful to avoid *, 
Emperour And pull them up as faſt as we find them 
mens, grow in our Heads: and undertake them 
gage, Ly-25 they riſe in this faſhion. This fancy 


ing and Ln ( ſay ) is Groundleſs and Unneceſlary : 
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Correſpondence imptacticable: This to- 
ther is but a Copy of your Countenance; 


2. 16. 


this is a very bad Character. There's Three 


ous degrades the Diviner part of yon, 
makes your Mind Truckle to your Body,and 
your Reaſon to your Pleaſures, look upon 
that as the Fourth. | | 

XX. Thoſe Particles of Fire and Air 


ſtanding their Tendency to Mount, ſubmit 

to the Laws of the Univerſe,: ſtick eloſe to 
1 . Conſtitution, and keep the reſt of the 

| :lements Company. Again, the Earthly, 
and Watry Part in you, thc? they natu- 

rally preſs downwards, are raiſed: above 

* their Level, and ſtand poiĩs d in a Foreign 
% Region: Thus the Elements ſerve the In- 
1 | | tereſt 


mp" This rough behaviour makes Society, and 


* See Book you Can't ſay it from your heart * ; Now 


of them: And whatever you are conſci- |, 
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which are lodg'd in your Body, notwith- 
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tereſt of theWorld. And tho' they ſeem to 
ſtand bent and uneaſie, they keep their 
Poſt, till the Signal is given to march off 
and ſeparate, And is it not then a ſcanda- 
lous buſineſs that your Mind ſhould be the 
only Deſerter and grow Mutinous about 


her Station? Eſpecially when her Orders. 


agree with her Conſtitution, and nothing 
that's unnatural is enjoyn d? And yet ſhe 


Won't bear the Conduct of her own Facul- 


ties, but runs perfectly Counter to Huma- 
nity. For when a Man turns Knave, or 


Libertine, when he gives way to Fears and 


Fits of the Spleen, he does as it were run 
away from himſelf, and Deſert his own 


Nature: And farther, when his Mind 
complains of his Fortune, he quits the Sta- 


tion in which Providence has placed him. 
For Acquieſcence, and Piety are no leſs 
his Duty, and his Talent too, than Ho- 
neſty between Man and Man : For theſe 


_ Virtues carry up to the common Intereft, 


and are rather of greater Antiquity, and 


Value, than Fair Dealing it ſelf. * * Piery the 


XXI. He that does not always drive at 


the ſame End, will never be Uniform, and 
of a peice in his Conduct. But this Hint 


| istoo ſhort, unleſs you deſcribe the Quality 


of this Defign, and what it is that we 

ought principally to Aim at. Now as Peo- 

ple don t agree in the Preferences of Choice 
| an 


Foundarion 
af Juſtice. 
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and the Notion of Advantage unleſs in what 
relates to the Common Good, ſo a Man 
ought to propoſe the Benefit of Society 
and the general Intereſt of the World, as 
his main buſineſs. For he that Levels at 
this Mark, will keep an even Hand, and 

be always conſiſtent with himſelf. 
XXII. Remember the Story of the 
Country and City Mouſe, and how pitifully 
* This hint the former was frightned and ſurpriz'd. * 
Sed XXIII. Socrates us d to ſay, the Common 
Huge er Objects of Terror} were nothing but Bug- 
dad Arbe. bears, fit only to ſcare Crows and Children. 
rite. XXIV. The Lacedemoniant at their Pub- 
lick Shews, ſeated Strangers under a Canopy | 
in the Shade, but made their own People 
Shift, and take their Convenience as they 

„Tus the found it. | | 

Cuttom of XXV. Socrates being invited to Perdic- 


2 cas's Court, made this Excuſe, I dare 


- People har not come ſays he for fear of being put un- 


2 Klees re- der an incapacity of returning an Obliga- 


porarhisin-tjon z which I take to be the worſt way 
made by of deſtroying a Man imaginable, =_ 

King eu- XXVI. Tis a Precept of the Epicurea 

. Philoſophers, that we ſhould look back to 

the Virtue of former Ages; And always 

furniſh our Memory with ſome Eminent 
Example. Oy ok 

XXVII. The Pythagoreans would have 

us look up into the Sky every _—_— : 

| 0 
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To put us in mind of the Order, and Con- 
ſtancy of the Heavenly Bodies, of the E- 
| quality and Perpetuity of their Motion, of 
os fineneſs and Purity of their Matter, and 
how frankly they lye open to Obſervation; 
for a Star never wears a Mask, nor puts 


= any Cloaths on. 


XXVIII. Remember how unconcern d- 
ly Socrates wore a Sheep-skin 5 when Aan- 
tippe had got his Coat on, and run out * wit. 


with it. And how handſomly he Laugh'd 


off the Matter to his Friends, who were 


W ſtrangely out of Countenance by ſeeing 


him in ſuch a Diſguiſe. 
XXIX. People don't pretend to teach 
others to Write, and Read, till they have 


been taught themſelves: This Rule holds 


ſtronger in the Niceties, and Importance 
of Life; in which no Man is fit to Govern, 
till he has firſt Learn'd to Obey. 

XXX. Be: Dumb, Slaves han't the Pri- 


1 vilege of ſpeaking. * | _ — 
1 XXXI. I ſmiled within my ſelf. — 


XXXII. They! treat their Parents with 8 


Rebellious Language. Feed: 


XXXIII. He is a Mad-man that expects de. 
Figs on the Trees in Winter; And he er 
is little better that calls for his Children gegn - — 
again, when they are Dead and Buried. che Emperor 

XXXIV. Epidletu, would have a Man fer Mee 
when he is Kiſſing, and Careſſing his g 
Child, 9 ſame —_ = 
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To morrow perhaps this pretty thing may 
Dye and leave me. Theſe are ſour Omi- 
nous Reflections you'l ſay. That's your 
miſtake :- The conſequences of Mortality, 
and the Courſe of Nature, are no Ominous 
things to think on, otherwiſe it would be 
an ominous buſineſs to cut down a little 
Graſs, or Corn. 

XXXV. Grapes are firſt ſour, then 
ripe, then Raiſins, theſe are all no more 
than bare Alterations; not into Nothing, 
but into ſomething which does not appear, 
and come up at preſent. 

XXXVI. As Epictetus obſerves, No bo- 
dy can rob another of his Will, nor by 


conſequence make ſeizure of his Virtue. | 


XXXVII. The ſame Philoſopher has 

Taught us the Art of Managing our 4 

ſent and preventing our Reaſon from being 

impos'd on; That we ſhould Enterprize 

with a reſerve for Diſappointment z that 

our Inclinations ſhould be Generous and 

Benevolent, and proportion d to the Merit 

and Dignity of Things: that we muſt 

keep our Deſires from being Headſtrong 

and Unruly in all Cafes ; And never have 

The 516.4, AN Averſion for any Thing, which tis out 
reckon'd all Of our power tO hinder, . 

ple Mad- 


men he XXXVIII. Therefore as Epifetus ob- 


did not 


| live up to ſer ves, the conteſt is no Trifle, but whe- 
cet vier ther we are to live in our Wits, or out of 
and Philo- them. * or * 8 


ſophy. 


XXXIX. 
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/ XXXIX. Tis a ſaying of Socrates to 
; ſome untoward People; what would 
j you be at? Would you have the Soul 
) of a Man, or of a Beaſt in you? Of a 
S © Man without all doubt: Of what fort 
: © of Men, of thoſe that uſe their Reaſon, 
s or thoſe that abuſe it? Of the Firſt, you 

© may be ſure. Why then continues the 
l © Philoſopher, don't you look out for this 
Privilege? Becauſe we have it already. 
„What makes you then Diſagree, and fall 
» {& © foul upon each other? 
4 1: FOOK II 


LL thoſe Things you Drudge, and 
Range ſo. much Ground for, you 
may have at your Eaſe, unleſs you are 
afraid of making yourſelftoo Happy. Your 
Method to do your buſineſs, is not to 
concern your ſelf about the time Paſt, for 
that is never to be recover'd ; To reſt the 
Future with Providence; And only ſtick 
to the Preſert, and improve that to all 
the Noble purpoſes of Piety and Juſtice, 
The Pious part will be diſcharg'd by being 
contented with your Fate; And why 
ſhould you not, ſince Nature made you for 
each other > And as to the Obligations S 
of - Juſtice you'l acquit 1 hee, e 
vided you ſpeak Truth and a- 
52 * B b 2 2 bove 
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bove board, and make Law, and the 
Dignity of Things, your Rule to Act by, 
When you are not to be check'd in-your 
Progreſs, by the Misbehaviour, the Ig- 
norance, and Impertinent Reports of o- 
ther People, nor yet by the Sence and 


Sufferings of your own Carcaſs. Tho? by 


the way, ?tis a queſtion whether it ſuffers 


Book Or not. To go on; If, fince your Life is 
almoſt up, you lay aſide all other Matters, 


and only Cultivate your Mind, and 
pay a Regard to the Governing, and 
Diviner part of your ſelf : If you are not 
at all afraid of loſing your Life, but of 
Miſſing the Ends on't, and not Living as 


you ſhould do; Then you'l act ſuitably to 


your Extraction, and deſerve to have the 
Deity for your Maker : Then you'l be no 
longer a ſtranger in your own Country, 
nor be (urpriz'd at common Accidents ; 
you'l ne'er be anxious about the Future, 
nor ſtand to the Courteſy of Events. 
II. The Almighty ſees through the 
Soul of every Man as clearly, as if it was 
not wrapt up in Matter, or had any thing 


of the Shrow'd and Coarſneſs of Body a- 
bout it. And God being a Spirit, Acts 
only as ſuch, and concerns himſelf for no 
other Beings but thoſe of his own Nature. 
No if you would learn to do thus, a great 


deal of Trouble would be : fav'd: 


For he that can overlook his Limbs, and | 
IR Os | make 
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make his Carkaſs ſit looſe about him, will 
hardly diſturb himſelf about the Houſe 
he dwells in; about his Equipage or Re- 
putation; or any part of the Furniture, 
and Magnificence of a Figure. 

III. You conſiſt of three Parts, your Body, 


— 


your Breath, and your Mind: The two! ; g 


firſt are yours to take care of, but the latter is 
properly your Perſon. Therefore if you ab- 
ſtrat from the Notion of yourſelf, that is of 
your Mind, whatever other People either 
ſay, ordo, or whatever you may have ſaid 


or done your ſelf formerly, together with all 


2. S.ct 2. 


that which diſturbs you under the conſidera- 


tion of its coming to paſs hereafter ; If you 
throw the neceſſary Motions of your Car- 
caſs out of the Definition, and thoſe of the 
Vortex that whirls about you; And by this 
means preſer ve your Rational Faculties in 


an Independent ſtate of Innocence, free 


from Force and Infection; Holding cloſe, 
and ſteady to the Virtues of j uſtice; Truth, 
and Acquieſcence; If I ſay, you keep your 
Mind ſeperate, and Diſtinguiſh'd, from the 


| Objects, of Appetite, and the Appendages 


of time, both Paſt and Future, and make 
your ſelf like Expedoeles's World, | 


Round as 4 Ball, aud Spinning on your Axis. *. Turning 


And concern your ſelf to live no longer 


than your Life time, that is the preſent Mo- 


upon your 


Reaſon. 


ment; * If you do all this, you may Move; d. 
on till Death ſtops you, with Credit and 
Satisfaction, B b 3 IV. 


_ 
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Caſe ſtands thus, you may be afſur'd had it | 


| it otherwiſe: For had it been Reaſonable, 


IV. I have often wonder'd how it comes 
to paſs, that every Body ſhould love them- 
ſelves beſt, and yet value their Neighbours 
Opinion about themſelves, more than their 
own. Therefore if any God, or Eminent 
Inſtructer in Philoſophy, ſhould ſtand at a 
Man's Elbow, and Order him to turn his 
inſide outwards, and publiſh every Thought 
and Fancy; as faſt as they came into his 
Head, he'd think it a hard Chapter, and not 
ſubmit ſo much as to a Days Diſcipline. 
Thus we ſtand more in awe of Fame, than | 
Conſcience, and regard other Peoples 
Judgments above our own! 

V. How comes it about that ſince the 
God's have contriv'd all things fo well, and 
ſo much to the benefit of Mankind, they 
ſhould overlook this particular: And ſuffer 
Men of great Virtue and Merit, who by 
their Piety and Devotion were as it were 
the Domeſticks of the Powers Above; and 
kept always a Correſpondenee with Hea- 
ven, that they ſhould ſuffer ſuch Men, I ſay, | 
to be finally extinguiſh'd by Death, and not Þ 
give them their Being again? Now if the 


been proper, the Gods would have ordered 


it would have been poſſible: Nature 
wonld certainty have brought it forth, if 
it had been ſuitable to her Perfections. 
Therefore from its not being Matter of | 

5 Fact, 


& 
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don't you perceive that in Reafoning this 


of the greateſt difficulty, and which you 
ſeem to deſpair of ; For if you obferve, the 


Conſider 9 a Man grows“. 8. 
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Fact, if indeed it is not, you may undoubt- 
edly conclude, it ought not to be ſo: For 


int, you diſpute the Adminiſtration of 

rovidence Now if the Juſtice and Good- 
neſs of the Gods were not extraordinary, 
this Liberty would not be allow'd ; Nei- 
ther would you preſume ſo far if you 
thought otherwiſe. But if they have theſe 
Perfections, they Il never neglect their Af- 
fairs, nor Blemiſh their, World with any 
thing that's Unreaſonable, or Unjaſt. 
VI. Accuſtom your (elf to Maſter things 


Left-hand, tho' for wantof Practice, 'tis in- 
ſignificant to other Buſineſs, yet it holds 
the Bridle better than the Right, becauſe 
it has been uſed to it. Ju 

VII. Conſider what Death will make of 
you, both as to Body, and Mind: Recolle& 
the ſhortneſs of Life, the Unmeaſurable ex- 
tent of Time both Paſt and Future; and 
how ſlenderly all things are put together. 
VIII. Let it be your Method to contem- 
plate Spirits, apart from their Bodies, for 
theſe are no better than the Shell they are 
ſhut up in: Mind the Aim, and the End of 
Peoples Actions: Examine the value of 
Fame, the Force of Pain, the Aſcendant of 
Pleaſure, * and ſee what Death amounts to:, . 


b 4 trouble- 


pe EEE 
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* See Bock troubleſome to himſelf, * that no Body can 


be hinder'd by Another : And that Opi- 
nion is the Main Thing, which does good 
or harm in the World. 135 

IX. We muſt manage the Precepts of Phi- 
loſophy like thoſe that Wreſtle, and Box in 
the Circus, and not like a Gladiator : For 

your Fencer if he drops his Sword, is Hewn 
down immediately ; But the other that 
makes Weapons of his Limbs, has them 
always about him, and has nothing to do 
but to keep his Hands and Feet ſtirring. 

X. Be not ſatisfied with a ſuperficial View, 
but penetrate the Natpre and Quality of 
Things; And to this purpoſe you muſt di- 

* 5ee Book vide them into Matter and Form *, and en- 

5% ++ Quire into the End they were made for. 

Book 7- 29 XI. What a mighty privilege is a Man 
born to, ſince tis in his power not to do 
any thing but what God Almighty ap- 
proves, and to be ſatisfied with all the Di- 
{tributions of Providence. Oi 

XII. When things follow from the 
Courſe, and Conſtitution of Nature, we 
ought not to murmur at it: Not againſt 
the Gods, for they have neither III-will 
nor Impotence, and by conſequence can do 
nothing Amiſs z nor yet againſt Men, for 

* See Book their Misbehaviour is all involuntary *, 
* 5 therefore we muſt complain of no Body. 

8 XIII. How unacquainted is that Man 
with the World, and how ridiculous * 


* 
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be appear, that makes a wonder of any 
thing he meets with here? 


XIV. Either the Order of Things are 
fixt by irrevocable Fate, or Providence may 
be work'd into Compaſſion, or elſe the 
World Flotes at Random without any Steer- 
age. Now if Nature lies under an immova- 
ble Neceſſity, to what purpoſe ſhould you 
ſtruggle againſt it ? If the favour of Provi- 
dence is to be gain d, qualifie your (elf for 
the Divine Aſſiſtance: But if Chance, and 
Confuſion carry it, and no body ſits at the 
Helm; be you contented and Ride out the 
Storm patiently, for you have a Governour 


within you, tho the World has none: . on Res- 


And if the Waves run too high, let them bn. 
roll off your Carkaſs, and your Fortune, 


but there's no Neceſſity your Mind ſhould 
be driven with them. 


XV. A Lamp unleſs you put it out, 
holds its Light, and ſhines without inter- 
ruption: And can you find in your heart 
to ſee your Honeſty fink in the Socket, to 
out-laſt your Sobriety, and let your Virtue 
be extinguiſh'd before you ? 

XVI. When you fancy any one has 
Tranſgreſs'd, ſay this to your (elf. How do 
I know tis a Fault? And granting it is, it 
may be his Conſcience has corrected him. 

And if fo, he has given himſelf a ſour 
Box on the Ear: Befides, you are to remem- 
ber, that to wiſh an ill Man ſhould not do 
| 2911 Amiſs, 
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Amifſs, is juſt as wiſe as it would be to de- 
fire an unripe Fig ſhould not taſte of the 
Tree; that Children ſhould not ſquaul in 
the Cradle, fior Horſes Neigh, nor a great 


many other Things Act according to the 


neceſſity of their Condition. Pray, how 
would yon have a Man of ſuch an unfortu- 
nate Diſpoſition behave himſelf? If you be- 
lieve the Caſe may be remedied, and are 
ſuch a Doctor at bis Difeaſe, do ſo mach 
as cure him. 

XVII. If tis not Decent never 40 it, if 
tis not true, never _y it 5 let this always 
be your Rule. 

XVIII. Look always nicely into what- | 
ever makes an Impreſſion upon your Mind; 
Diſtinguiſh-it into Matter and Form, find 
out the purpoſe and defign for w h it was 
contriv'd, and the period of Time _ be- 
yond which tis unlikely to continue 

XIX. Conſider, for tis high time, that 
you have ſomething more Divine in you 
than the Mechaniſm of Paſſion, than the 
Wires and Tackling of à Poppet. What 
then is my Soul made of? Is it Fear, or 


Jealouſie? or Luſt? Or any thing of this 


Coarſe Nature? Certainly no. 

XX. Take Care never to do any ching 
without Thought, and Deſign, nor for any 
other End neither but what may be ſervice- 


= »That is of able to the Intereſt of Society . 


XXI. Conſider that in a little > timo you'll 
net- 


Nature changing from one Form to ano- 


— 
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neither have Place, nor Being, that your 
Contemporaries will have the ſame Fate, 
and the preſent Scene of Nature de ſhut up: 
For all things change of Courſe, and Wi- 
ther, and drop in pieces, that new ones 


may be made out of them. 


XXII. Thoughts are in a great Meaſure 
Maſters of Things, and which is more, tis 
in your own Power to think as you pleaſe: 
Therefore don't ſuffer Opinion, to cheat you 
any longer. Diſingage from the Tyranny 
of Fancy; and then as if you doubled 
ſome dangerous Cape, you'll have nothing 
but a ſteady Courſe, a ſmooth Sea, and a 


Land-lock d Bay to receive you. 


XXIII. Every Operation that ceaſes in 
due time, ſuffers nothing by breaking off: 
Neither does the Agent receive any harm 
upon this Score. Thus Life, which is no- 
thing but a Series, and Continuation, of 
Action, comes to no Damages, by having 
a ſeaſonable Period put to it: Neither 
does he that lays this Motion aſleep, ſuſtain 
any Loſs, provided *tis done at a proper 


Juncture. Now Nature afligns the Term, 


and ſets out the Bounds of Life; ſome- 
times this Period is fix d by particular Na- 
ture, or force of Conſtitution, as it hap- 
pens when a Man dies of Old Age; but let 


it come late, or early, Common Nature has 6d. 


certainly a Hand in't. And thus the Parts of 


ther; 


/ 


* 
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ther, preſerve the World .in perpetual 
Youth, and Vigour. Now that is always 
as it ſhould be, both as to Time, and Qua- 
lity, which makes for the Service of the U- 
+SeeBook #22erſe, + From hence it follows that bare 


4. Sect. 23. 


Books, Dying can be no real Evil, ſeeing there's 
4-8. nothing of Baſeneſs or Moral Turpitude 
in't: For tis both Involuntary with reſpe& 

to our ſelves, and ſerviceable to the gene- 
ral Intereſt, Therefore there can be no. 
thing of Scandal in it. Nay, tis certainly a 
Good Thing, ſince *tis ſuitable, and ſea- 
ſonable for the Univerſe. And thus a Man 
that goes off ſmoothly, is as it were carri- 
ed out of the World by Inſpiration : For 
he that follows the Deity with his Moti- 
ons, and with his Will too, ſeems actuated 
by a Divine Impreſſion.  _. f 
XXIV. Let theſe three Hints lie ready 

for Service. Firſt, As to your own Actions, 
let nothing be done raſhly, nor to no Pur- 
poſe, nor indeed in any other manner than 
Juſtice her ſelf would have order d it: And 
as for Caſualties, and the State of your For- 
tune; conſider that they are the blind Di- 
ſtributions of Chance, or elſe the Appoint- 
ment of Providence. Now either to murmur 


© *The $:0- Againſt Chance, or Impeach Providence, is ex- 


* 


icks bene d treamly abſurd, Secondly, conſider what a 


a Humane 5 * . 
F=% no! ſJight thing Man is from his Conception, to 


ll che time his Birth or Animation * ; And from his firſt 
QT Hirth. 


all de a- Breath to his laſt ; in the Parts of his Com - 
_ | | poſition, 


1 
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ſition, and in the State of his Diſſolution. 
hirdly, Conſider, that if you could ſhoot 
your ſelf at Pleaſure into the Sky, and 
thence take a View of Humane Affairs, you 
| would perceive a ſtrange medly of Humour, 
and Condition: And diſcover at the ſame 
time, the Air, and Ether too, plentifully 
ſtock d with Inhabitants, + And that if you baden at 
mounted never ſo often, you'd have the old 1 gd, 


Proſpect; Alas! Things are generally of abe air, 


the ſame Complexion, and of the ſame bb 


ſhort Continuance too, and yet how ſtrange- ae = 
ly we are Conceited of them. 1 
XXV. Diſcharge Opinion, and you are 20% _ 
ſafe; And pray who can hinder you from: Gonmon, 
doing it ? ni 
XXVI. When you are uneaſy upon any Thing, 
Account, you ſeem to forget that all 
Things fall out according to the Good Plea- 
ſure of Providence, and that another Man's 
Fault, is no Concern of yours; that what 
you reckon Grievances, is nothing but the 
Old Way of the World, and will come over 
again, when you are dead, and gone, and 
are nom to be met with in a thouſand Pla- 
ces : You have forgotten that all Mankind 
are of Kin; for tho they may be unallied in 
Fleſh and Blood, their Underftandings are all 
of the ſame Family ; You don't remember 
that every Man's Soul is a Portion of the De- 
ity, and deriv'd from thence; that we have 
nothing properly our own, but that our 
991 Children. 
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Children, our Bodies, and our Breath, are all 
borrow'd from Heaven, that Opinion governs 
all, and things are only as you think them; 
and that tis not poſſible for any Body to 
live, or loſe, any more than the Preſent Mo- 
ment. All this you ſeem to have forgotten. 
XXVII. Reflect frequently upon thoſe 
that have formerly been mightily diſturb'd 
with Accidents of any kind, that have car- 
ried their Animoſities, and Feuds to the 
moſt flaming Exceſs ; that have made the 
moſt GloriorfF igure, or met with thegreat- 
eſt Misfortune; and then ask your ſelf, where 
are they all now? They are vaniſh d like a 
little Smoak ; they're ſhrunk within the 


ea Aſhes, and Romance, and it may be have 
| not ſo much as the laſt imaginary Advantage 
| neither. Recolle& likewiſe, allthat Humour, 
| and Odneſs, that ſome People affect, to ap- 
pear as Fabius Catullinus did at his Country 
Seat, as Lucius Lupus, and Stertinius did at 
Baie, to Act the Fancy of Vertius Rufus, or 
| the Liberties of Tiberius at Capree ; thus 
| | People dote upon Figure, and Singularity, 


That of r- tho tis ſometimes in Lewdneſs* : But grant- 


3 ing *tis ſomewhat better, the Prize is Inſig- 


nificant, and the Play not worth the Can- 
dle: Tis much more becoming a Philoſo- 
pher to ſtand clear of Affectation; to be 
Honeſt, and Regular upon all occaſions, 


compaſs of an Urn, and are nothing but 
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and to follow chearfully -where-ever on | 
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Gods lead on: As for Pretence, and Hy- 
pocriſy, tis all Stuff; For nothing is 
more Scandalous than a Mͤan that is Proud 
of his Humility. 

XXVIII. To thoſe that ask me the rea- 
ſon of my being ſo earneſt in Religious 
Worſhip ; did I ever ſee any of the Gods? 
Or which way am I convinc'd of the cer- 
tainty of their Exiſtence? In the firſt place, 
I anſwer, that the Gods are not Inviſible : 
But granting they were, the Objection at ben. 
would ſignify nothing; For I never had a= de. 
ſight of my own Soul, and yet I have a great 6 in he 

| value fort; becauſe tis diſcoverable by its b $i. 
| Operations. And thus by my conſtant Ex- 
perience of the Power of the Gods, Ihave 
, a Proof of their Being, and a reaſon for my 
> Veneration. © | | 
Tt XXIX. The beſt Proviſion for a happy 
Life, is to diſſect every Thing, view it on 
11 Sides, and Divide it into Matter and 
t Form. To practiſe Honeſty in good earneſt, 
and ſpeak Truth from the very Soul of you: 

And when you have done this, live eaſy 

and chearful; And crowd one Good Acti- 

= 4 m_ to another, my = may not 

the leaſt Empty, or Infignificant (| 

between them. oy 2 | "0 

- XXX. The Light of the Sun is but one 
and the ſame, tho' 'tis divided by the In- 
terpoſition of Walls, and Mountains, and 
Abundanceof other OpaceBodies, ay 


1 * _ — 


388 Marcos Axroxixus's 


but one common Matter for Corporiety, tho 
tis parcell'd out among Bodies of different 
Qualities : There is but one ſenſitive Soul 
neither, notwithſtanding it has peculiar 
Conveyances, runs in innumerableChanels, 


* 
2123 


— — 


and ſupplies a vaſt number of Animals di- 
ſtint from each other. And laſtly, the Ræ- 


tional Soul tho? it ſeems to be ſplit into Di- 

-The 75. ſtinction, is but one and the ſame *. Now 
. Azoral excepting this laſt, the Parts of the other 
Abe bey. Species of Form + and Matter, tho? with- 

7 Nun out Apprehenſion, or any common Affecti- 
de Epe. On to tie them to each other, are yet up- 
rour ſeews Held by an Intelligent Being, and by that 


to mean the 


Mind, in 4. Faculty which puſhes things of the ſame 


nimals the 


Senßtive Nature, to the ſame Place: But Humane 


ecuble,ana Underſtandings have a peculiar Diſpoſiti- 
nne Correſpondence; they ſtick together 


Trin ple of by Inclination, and nothing can extinguiſh 
which (p- ſuch Sociable Thoughts in them. 

in ten Di. XXXI. What is it you hanker after. Ts it 
fintion, bare Exiſtence? Or Senſation? Or Motion? 
thr Being Or Strength, that you may loſe it again in 


ther, Vacier, Decay? What? Is it the Privilege of Speech, 
or the Power of Thinking in general ? Is 


any of this Furniture big enough for Deſire? 


If all theſe Things are Trifles upon the 
Matter, proceed to ſomething that's worth 
your while; and that is to be govern'd by 
Reaſon and the Deity. And yet you can't 
be ſaid to value theſe laſt mention'd Privi- 
leges rightly neither, if you are diſturb d 


be- 


nere ep : 


nn 
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becauſe Death muſt take them from * you., S 
XXXII. What a ſmall part of unmeaſu- bv . 

rable Time, falls to the ſhare of a ſingle 

Mortal, and how ſoon is every one ſwal- 

low'd up in Eternity? what a handful of 

the Univerſal Matter goes to the making 

a Humane Body, and what a very little of · The En- 

the Univerſal Soul too, to raiſe it into an n. de 

Animal? And on what a narrow Clod ve 

with reſpect to the whole Earth, do you de See 

crawl upon? Confider all this, and reckon 

nothing Great, unleſs it be to AF in Con- 

formity to your own Reaſon, and to ſuffer 

as the Almighty ſhall appoint you. 
XXXIII. The great Buſineſs of a Man, 

is to improve his Mind, and govern his 

Manners; this is minding the main Chance. 

As for all other Projects, and Purſuits, he- 

ther in our Power to compaſs or not, they 


+ care no better than Trifling, and Amuſement. 
> I XXXIV. We can't have a more lively 


and promiſing Notion, to ſet us above the 

fear of Death; than to conſider that it has 
been deſpis d even by that Sect, who re 
made Pleaſure, and Pain, the Standard of 

Good, and Evil. 


. XXXV. He that likes no Time ſo well as 
y i that fixt by Providence, he that's indiffe- 
2 rent whether he has room for a long Pro- 
1 greſs in Reaſon, and Regularity or F not, f, K. z. 


or whether he has a few or a great many 
Cc Tears 


—_——__ 


Years to view the World in; a Perſon thus 5 


qualified will never be afraid of dying. 


XXXVI. Heark ye Friend; you have 


been a Burgher of this Great * City; what's 


matter tho you have lived in't but a fer 
Years; if you have obferv'd the Laws of 


the Corporation, the length or ſhortneſs of 
the Time, makes no difference. Where's 
the Hardſhip then, if Providence that plant- 


ed you here, orders your Removal ? You - 


can't ſay you are ſent off by a Tyrannical, 
and Unrighteons Sentence ; No, you quit 


the Stage as fairly as a 11777 does that has 


his Diſcharge from the Maſter of the Re- 


»els But I have only gone through three || 
 AFs, and not held out to the End of the 


Fifth. You ſay well; but in Life three 


AFGs make the Play entire. He that appoints | 


the Entertainment is the beſt Judge of the 
length on't ; and as he order'd the opening 
of the firſt Scene, ſo now he gives the ſign 


for ſhutting up the laſt : You are neither 
accountable for one or tother : Therefore 
good Humour, for He by whom 


retire in 
you are diſmiſs'd means you no harm. 


The End of the Twelve Books of the | 


Emperour Ax ToN ixus. 
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Being a ſerviceable Emblem for the 
acquiring of Prudence, and the 
— of Human Life. 


8 we were toling «Turn: In Saturir's $ 
Temple, we ſaw a 2 many con- 
fenated: Preſents, remarkable enough for 
their Curioſity 5- amongſt the reſt we took. 
particular Notice of a Picture hung over 
the Door ; the Piece we perceiv'd was all 
Emblem, and Mythology; But then the 
Repreſentation was ſo ſingular and out of 
Cuſtom, that we were perfectly at a Loſs 
whence it ſhould come, and what was the 
meaning ont. Upon a ſtrict View, we 
fanad *twas neither a City, nor a Camp, 
but ſort of Coprt, with two Partitions: 
_ fame Figure within it, tho? one of 
is Cc 2 thett 
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them was larger than the other. The firſt 
Court had a crowd of People at the Gate, 
and within we ſaw ea great Company of 
Women. Juſt at the entrance of the firſt 
Gate, there ſtood an Old Man, who by 
his Geſture and Countenance ſeem'd'to be 
buſy in giving Advice to the Crowd as 
they came. . 7 5 * 
And being a long time at a ſtand about 


the Deſign of the Fable, a grave Man 


ſomewhat in Years, making up, begins to 
diſcourſe us tn this Manner. Gentlemen, 
ſays he, I underſtand: you are Strangers, 


and therefore *tis no wonder the Hiſtory 


of this picture ſhould puzzle you: For 
there are not many of our own Country- 
men that can explain it. For you are to 
obſerve, this is none of our Town Manu- 
facture. But a long while ago, a certain 


out- landiſn Man of great Senſe and Leatn-- 
ing, and who by his Diſcourſe and Beha- 
viour ſeem'd to be a Diſciple of Pytbago- 


ras, — Parmenides; — 8 drr 1 
ſay, happening to Travel hither, built this 
Structure, and Dedicated both the Tem- 


ple and this piece of Painting to Saturn. 


Sir, ſaid J. had you any Acquaintance 
with this Gentleman? Yes, ſays he, I had 


the Benefit of his Converſation; and was 


one of his Admirers a long time. For, to 


my thinking, tho he was but young, he 


talk d 
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talk d at a ſtrange fignificant rate; And 
as for this Picture, I have heard him ex- 
pound the Emblem, and read upon the 
Argument very * Sir, ſaid J, 
unleſs you are very buſy, I beg of you to 
inſtruct us a little in this Matter, for we 
are ſtrangely deſirous to know the meaning 
of this Fable in Colours. Gentlemen, ſays 
he, I'm very ready to ſerve you, but then 
I muſt tell you there is ſome Danger in 
hearing the Story. Danger! As how? 
Why, ſays he, if you mind what you are 
about, and underſtand what's deliver'd, 
you'l grow unexpectedly Wiſe and Happy 
upon the Diſcourfe ; but otherwiſe to be 
free with you, you turn Ignorant, and 
Ill-natur'd, and be the moſt unfortunate 
Blockheads imaginable. For the Explaining 
this Mythology is as touchy a Buſineſs 
to the Audience, as the Sphinx's Riddle 
was formerly: If a Man was an Oedipus at 
it, he found his Accountin the Under- 
taking, but if the Myſtery prov'd too hard 
for him, he was loſt, and murther'd by 
the Monſter upon the ſpot. The Conſe- 
_ of the preſet Cafe is much the 
me: For Folly is a ſort of Sphinx to 
Mankind in general; and gives an ob- 
ſcure Intimation of what's good and bad, 
or indifferent for us: If a Man can't look 
through her, and untie her Riddle, tho 
. ee ſhe 
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ſhe does not chop him up at a Mouthful 

like the Sphinx; yet ſhe will be fure to 

diſpatch him by Degrees, fit as cloſe to 

him as a Conſumption, and ride him as 

the Spleen does'a Malefactor under Sen- 

tence. But on the other hand, when Fol- 

ly is underſtood, then ſhe goes to pot her 

ſelf ; and the Man is made ſafe, and hap- 

py for his Life-time. Therefore pray take 

care, and be attentive, and let nothing 

ſlip your Obſervation. In earneſt if the 
Matter ſtands thus, you make us almoſt 
Wild to hear you upon this extraordina- 
ry Subject. Tis juſt as I tell you. Well, 
ſaid T, if we are likely to ſmart at this 
rate for being careleſs, you be ſare to 
find us upon our Guard, and therefore 
begin as ſoon as you pleaſe, 

Upon this, pointing to the Picture with 
his Cane, do you fee this Incloſure, or 
Court, ſays he? Yes. This then you are 
to underſtand is Life, and the Place for 
Mortals to range in. The Crowd at the 

Gate, are the People that are juſt com- 
ing into the World: And the Old Man 
that ſtands by on rais'd Greund, with a 
Paper in one Hand, and the other in a 
Poſture of Direction, is the common Ge- 
ins, This ſuperintending Spirit inſtructs 
thoſe that enter, how they are to manage 
themſelves in Life, and which Road they 

, * St 
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are to take, if they expect to come ſafe to 
the end of their Journey. And pray, ſaid 
J, which way does he direct them, and 
how? are they to govern themſelves ? 
Don't you ſee, ſays he, there by the Gate 
where the Crowd goes in, a woman fit- 
ting in an Arm'd-chair handſomly dreſs'd, 
and with a Mien of Quality? I ſee her 
with a Glaſs in her Hand ; pray who is 
ſhe ? That's Impoſture, ſays he, that bub- 
bles the whole World in ſome meaſure 
out of their underſtandings. Say you ſo? 
Which way does ſhe go to Work 2 She 
opens a Vein, and gives them a Glaſs of 
her Conſtitution. What ſort of Drink is 
that? Tis Ignorance and Miſtake, What 
is to be done then? Why, when they 
have-taken this Stirrup Cup, they Travel 
into Life. What? Does every body take 
their Mornings Draught of this Liquor? 
Every body, but not all Brimmers; ſome 
drink more, and ſome leſs. To inform 
you farther, don't you ſee, a parcel of 
Wenches within the Gate, different enough 
in their Perſons, but all of them with the 
bold Air of their Profeſſion ? I ſee them. 
Very well: If you would know their Names 
then, they are Opinion, Paſſzon, and Plea- 
ſure, As the Crowd enters, theſe Lafles 
frisk about them, and ſalute them with a 
great deal of welcome, and then lug them 
wn, Cc 4 off 
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off. And whither do they carry them? 
Carry them ! Some to good Fortune, and 
ſome, by miſtaking their way, to Ruin, 


and the Gallows. In earneſt, Sir, ſaid I, 
if the Caſe ſtands thus, tis dangerous 


Drinking! You ſay well: And yet all 
theſe Women promiſe to direct them right, 
and to make them as Confiderable and 
Happy as they would wiſh. But the poor 
Wretches having taken a Glaſs too much 
with Impoſture, are ſo muddy-headed, that 
they over-look their Advantage, and mi- 


| ſtake their Ground, and ramble about at 


that ſenſeleſs giddy rate as you ſee. And 
look you, continues he, how thoſe Gyp- 
ſies manage the People that came in firſt, 
and lead them whither they have a mind 
to. I perceive it, ſaid I, but pray what 
blind diſtracted Woman is that which 
ftands there upon a round Stone like a 
Globe ? That's Fortune, replics my Inſtru- 
ctor, who is not only Blind, but Mad, and 


Deaf into the bargain. And what may 
her Buſineſs be I beſeech you? She ranges 


every where, ſays he, ſnatches away this 
Man's Circumſtances, and gives them to 


another; and in a little while recalling 


her Liberalities, beſtows them upon new 
Favourites, and all with great Arbitrari- 
neſs, and Inconſtancy. And therefore her 
Pedeſtal, ' and her Poſturs, is a good Em- 
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blem of her Nature, How ſo ? Becauſe 


| ſays he, her ſtanding upon a Globe ſhews 


her Feet not well fix d, and that there's 
no depending upon her Bounty. Indeed 
thoſe that reckon upon her are generally 
ruffled with Diſappointment, and migh- 
tily ſhock'd in their Expectation. Here I 
defir'd to know, what was the Buſineſs of 
all that Crowd about her, and who they 
were? I was anſwer'd, they were a Clan 
of unthinking People ; and all of them 


making their Application to Fortune for 


thoſe things ſhe threw away. Very well: 


But how comes it to paſs that they ap- 
pear fo differently Affected in their Coun- 


tenances, that ſome of them are all in an 


Extaſy, and others as much out of ſorts, 
and wringing their Hands in Deſpair ? 


Thoſe, ſays he, who ſeem fo merry and 


well pleas d, have receiv'd a Spill, and 
-_ in their Addreſſes to this Lady; and 
therefore they call her Good Fortune : But 
the others who weep and wring their 
Hands are Diſſeiz d by her of what ſhe 
had granted them before, and here her 
Title is Bad-fortune. What ſort of Fa- 
vour does ſhe beſtow then, that makes 
her command the Temper, and diſpoſe 
of the Paſſions of her Admirers, in fo 
Soveraign a manner ? To anſwer you, ſays 
eg: 2 Bounty conſiſts of fuch Thin = 
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are generally eſteem'd great Advantages 
What are thoſe? They are Wealth, Fame, 
Birth, Children, Poſts of Command, 
Crowns, Gc. Tis very well! And are 
not all theſe good Things with a Wit- 
. ne? As to that, ſays he, we'll debate it 
afterwards, but at preſent let's go on with 

our Story. With all my heart. Do you 
ſiee then, continues the Gentleman, how 
the Paſſage through this Gate, leads you 

Into another Court upon an Aſcent, and 
that there are ſeveral Women dreſs d like 
Wenches, ſtanding at the Portal? I ſee 
them. I muſt tell you then, their Qua- 
lity is very Coarſe, two of them are Lewd- 
neſe and Laxnry, and the other Flat- 
tery, and Covetonſneſs. And what do 
they ſtand ſtaring here for? To Spy out 
_ thoſe to whom Fortune has been any 
thing kind. ' And what then? Then they 
appear mightily tranſported, make up to 
them with great Endearingneſs, and ply 
them {ſtrongly with Compliment and Flat- 
tery : They invite them to their Apart- 
ments, promiſe to ſettle them in Satisfa- 
 Rtion, and that without the leaſt Iuter- 
miſſion, or Incumbrance whatſover. Now 
thoſe who are gain'd to Libertiniſm with 
this Courtſhip, think themſelves in à de- 
licate way, and areStrangely-pleaſed with 
| their Choioe at firſt, But alter ſome time 
| When 
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when they begin to recolle&, they per- 
ceive the Entertainment was nothing but 
— — CONTIN inſtead of a Re- 

©, ve been prey'd upon, and 
fl uſed. Now when Men come to this 
paſs, and have ſpent all that Fortune had 
furniſ?d them with, they are forced to 
go to Service to theſe Women; and here 
all manner of Affronts, and ſcandalous 
Practices muſt be digeſted : They muſt 
bear with every thing, and boggle at 
nothing: They muſt Cheat, or betray 
their Truſt, pick a Pocket, or rob a 
Charch, as occaſion ſerves. And when 
all theſe Tricks fail them, they are ſent 
to the Houſe of Correction. And how 
are they handled > Don't you ſee, ſays he, 
a little Door opening into a narrow, 
dark place? I do; and ſeveral ugly, ſlut- 
tiſh Women in Rags, are the Inhabi- 
tants. You are right. And to deſcribe 
them to you ; ſhe with the Whip in her 
Hand, is call'd Diſcipline, ſhe with her 
Head bending down to her Knees is 
Grief, ſhe that tears her Hair is Pain: 
But pray, ſaid I, what ill-look d Skeleton 
of a Fellow is that, with ne'er a Tatter to 


his Limbs, and that Woman too by him, 
that's Beauty enough to be his Siſter ? 
Tou have gueſsd the Relation exactly, 


and $o ſatisfy your Queſtion, the Man 
by p 
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is complaining Sorrow, and that Siſter of 
his is Deſpair. To this Company the 
Rakes above-mention'd are 'ſent, where 
they are maul'd and mortified ſufficiently, 
and after they have gone through their 
Exerciſe in this Bridewell, they are com- 
mitted to Goal, where Urhappineſs is 
their Keeper: And here they are faſt for 
their Lifetime, unleſs they happen to 
light upon Repentance : If Fortune ſends 
this Lady to any one of them, ſhe diſen- 
gages him from his Confinement, and 
gives him a new ſet of Notions, and De- 
frres, which puts him in the Road to 
True Knowledge ; However, the Direction 
is not ſo Infallible, but that tis poſſible 
for him to miſs the way, and make a Vi- 
fit to pretended Learning. And what 
follows > Why, ſays be, if he Travels 
right, and comes to the Seat of True Know- 
ledge, ſhe does his Buſineſs effectually: ſhe 
purges his Head, and cures his Spleen, and 
makes him Eaſy, and Proſperous as lon 

as he lives : But if he miſtakes the Road, 


pretended Learning picks him up, and 


leads him, a new Dance. O ſtrange! ſaid 
J. here's another great Riſque to Yo run: 
But I beg of you what ſort of Mortal is this 
pretended Learning? Don't you ſee, replies 
my Inſtructer, that farther Court? Yes ve- 
ry plainly. And don't you perceive a Wo- 
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man in the Porch genteelly dreſsd, and 
with an Air of Sobriety? That I do: 
To inform you then, the Generality are 
ſo ignorant as to miſtake this Gentlewo- 
man for Learning; whereas ſhe is really 
but a Counterfeit of that Quality. Now 
thoſe who are upon the Road to Recove- 
ry and True Knowledge, commonly bait 
with her firſt. And is there no other 
way to True Knowledge but this? Yes, 
there is. Here 1 put in again, and asxd 
him, who are thoſe Men that walk with- 
in the Court there? Theſe, ſays he, are 
the' Admirers of pretended Learning, only 
they miſtake the Perſon of their Miſtreſs, 
and. fancy themſelves in the Converſation 
of True Knowledge. Pray who are they? 
Here's a great many ſorts of them, ſays be, 
here are Poets, Orators, and Logicians; 
Muſick - Maſters, Accomptants, Mathemati- 
cians, and Aſtrologers ; Epicureans, * 
pateticks, Philologers, Ge. But under fa- 
vour, methinks I ſee ſome Women like De- 
bauchery, and the feſt of her Companions 
which you ſhew'd*me before, pray who, 
are they? The very ſame. What? Do 
they walk in this Inner Court? As ſure as 
you live, ſometimes, tho not ſo often as in 
the firſt. And does Fancy, and uncertain 
Opinion take a Turn here too? Moſt un- 
doubredly, ſ le And which is =__ 
250 thele 
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theſe Sparks being not recover d of the 


Doſe, which IJupoſture gave them, they 


are troubled with the Company of In- 


rance, and Folz. Neither will they ever 
be rid of pinion and the reſt of the Gang, 
till they part with pretended Learning; en- 
ter into a Courſe of Phyſick, and Purge off 
all their Conceit, Ignorance, and Ili-Hu- 
mours. Then their Condition will be ſe- 
cure. But as long as pretended Learning 
yo the Aſcendant over them, they'll ne er 
be diſentan led; neit her will all their No- 
tions, and Fr Proßeie oficiency,. ęxer eure thatu of 
any of the. Diſtempers, above - mention d- 
800. you ſo Which is the way then, that 
leads to the) ſgat of Tue Knowledge df 
yon mind, be, you'll-perceive an Emi- 
nence at adiſtance,; which looks as if twag 
perfectly. utſinhabited. I have it. And 
dont vou ſee, a little Gate, and the Ave - 


- nxes to it very much unfrequented; for 


indeed the Aſcent to it is ttou leſome, and 
the way rough, and rocky? I perceive it, 
Sed I. ” Dons: it not then @ppea?, a loft 
Hill, with a very narrow way tot, and 
Frecipices on each {ide 2: Yes, the Prof ect 
is juſt as you 92 This is the Road th 


True Knowledge, ſays he, and on my Wond? 


2. very rugged one to laok on. Bat lets 
proceed. Dont you; obſerve! two ri 
— Women and on tür Top of fbr 

cent, 
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cent, and ſtretching out their Hands witha 


great deal of Inclination > IT fee them, 
who are they? they are Siſters, ſays he, 


one of them is Temperance, and t other Pæ- 
tience. Good Women both, but what 


makes them ſprawl their Hands out with 
ſo much Fancy? Tis to encourage Tra- 
vellers, ſays: be, and keep them from Cow- 


ardize and Deſpair: Letting them know 
at the ſame time, that if they will but 


hold out, and ſtrive a little, they'll quick- 
ly be eaſy, and come into à good Road. 
Well! But when they come to the ſteep 


Aſcent, how: do they get ap, for I: cant 
perceive any way made for them? Theſe 

omen, ſays he, ſtep down a little, ſtoop 
for them, and ſo hale them up. Then 
their Quides order them ta reſt alittle, and 


ſoon, after furniſh them withStrengtii, and 


mle 


ge, give them a Proſpect of their 
Journey, and ſhew them how ſmooth, 
and pleaſant, and free from all manner of 
Inconvenience, the Road is. Really, ſaid 


J. it appears fo. to me. Dont you; ſee; 
continues my Inſtructor, on this ſide that 
Grove there, a lovely Meadow, which 


looks ſo ſurprizingly' bright, as if it had 


a whole dun of its on to make it Beantis 
ful. You need not queſtion my Eye fight, 
ſed I, where ſuch an Object as that is, 


1% lies 
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lies before it. And don't you ſee another 
Pile of Building in the middle of this 
Field? I do, what de you: call it, and 
who does it belong to? This is the Seat 


of the Fortunate, ſaid he, here all the Mo- 


ral Virtues keep their Court, and Hap- 


ineſs, is always in their Train. Say you 
o? This muſt needs be a delieate Place 
then, Right. But to you farther : 
Don't you perceive a handſome, middle 


aged, Matronly Woman by the Gate in s 


ſtands upon a ſquare Stone, and not tot- 


Complexion, one would think fo, To ex- 


d them to you then, the Matron in 


the middle, is Knowledge, or Learning, 


the two others are one of them Truth, 


and the other Perſuaſſon? But what 
makes the Elder Lady ſtand upon a Stone 


like a Die? To ſhew the ſteadineſs of her 
Poſture, that People may know where to 


have her, and that her Favours are ſafe 


and ſignificant. Well explain'd, but pray 
what does ſhe preſent ' People with? 
Why, Jays be, ſhe gives them Aſſurance, 
and the faculty of fearing nothing, Aud 
how do theſe Qualities operate? They 


give 


plain Dreſs? And if you obſerve her, fhe_ 


tering upon a Globe; there are likewiſe 
two young Women on each ſide of her, 
which look as if they were her Daugh- 
ters. Yes, ſaid I, by their Features arid 
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give the owners the Satisfaction to 
know they are out of Danger as long as 
they live. In earneſt, ſaid I, this Lady 
has an excellent Hand at making Pre- 
ſents! But what makes her ſtand without 
the Gate? To cure thoſe that come hi- 
ther, and give them her Cephalick Pre- 
ſcription z and when the Potion bas 
cleans'd their Conſtitution, ſhe brings them 
in, and preſents them to the Virtnes. How 
is this? I don't rightly underſtand you. 
III clear it to you, ſays he, tis juſt as 
when a Patient dangerouſly ill, is under- 
taken by a Phyſician: In the firſt place the 
Doctor endeavours to remove the Cauſe 


and diſcharge the Morbifick Matter; and 


when this is done, ſtrength returns of 
Courſe, and the Man is ſet up. But if he 
won't take his Phyſick, and be govern'd, 
*tis no wonder if he dies of the Diſtem- 
per. TI apprehend you, Sir, ſaid 1; Thus, 
ſays he, when any one is brought to 
Learning and Philoſophy, ſhe falls to 
Doctring of him preſently, gives him a 
purging Doſe out of her own Diſpenſato- 
fy, that all the ill Humours may be car- 


ry d off in the firſt place. And what are 


thoſe > They are Ignorance and Error, 
which Impoſture drench'd him with; they 
are Pride, Appetite, and Intemperance, 

Anger, and Ayarice; and the reſt of that 
Dd Un. 
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Unfortunate Entertainment which he 
ſwallow'd in the firſt Court. And when 
he's. well waſh'd within, whither does 
ſhe ſend him? Then he is permitted to 
enter this laſt Court, and introduced to 


Science, and the other Virtues. And what 


may they be? Don't you ſee within the 
Gate, ſays he, a Company of handſome, 
modeſt Women, . without any thing of 
Dreſſing, Waſhes, or Expence about them? 
I fee them, ſaid I, who are they? The 
firſt, ſays he, is Knowledge, the other, 


who are her Siſters, are Fortitude, and 


Juſtice, and Probity, Sobriety, Modeſty, 
Liberality, and Good-Nature. In earneſt, 
ſaid I, fine Ladies all! Now methinks, 
my Expectations begin to rife confidera- 
bly. If you mind what you hear, fays 
he, and digeſt it into Practiſe, your hopes 
are not ill founded. I'll do my beſt, take 
my Word for't. Do fo, and then you'll 
fucceed, and be fafe. But pray, faid I. 
whither do theſe Ladies lead the Man ? 
To their Mother, ſays be; And, who is 


ſhe > They call her Felicity. Felicity! 


And what is her Buſineſs and Quality? 
Do you ſee, ſays he, the Path that leads 
us to the Mount there, where the Stru- 


cure looks like a Fort for the Security of 


all the Courts? Yes. And is there not 
in the Porch a handfome young Lady 
| | fitting 
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fitting in a Chair of State, dreſsd like 
Quality, but not to any degree of Magot, 


or Curioſity, But, if you mind her, the 
Crown upon her head, is particularly 


fine, both in the Matter, and the Making. 
Truly, it ſeems to be juſt as you ſay. 
This Lady, ſays he, is Felicity. And when 
any body comes hither, what's her Buſi- 


neſs? She Crowns him, ſays he, from 


her own Cabinet, and ſo do all the YVir- 
tues too, inſomuch that by his Recepti- 
on, you would take him for ſome great 

onquerour; and that he had gone 
through Herculess twelve Labours at leaſt. 


And has he done any thing like it? Yes 


indeed, he has got the better of ſeveral 
Wild Beaſts of an extraordinary Bulk 
Theſe were formerly his Maſters, made 


him their Drudge, ſnap'd a Collop ſome- 


times out of his Carkaſs, and uſed him at 
a miſerable rate. But now he has fought 


himſelf into Liberty, and Conqueſt, has 
them all at Command, and chains them 


up for Sight and Service. You awaken 
my Curioſity extremely, pray what fort 


of Wild Beaſts. are they ? In the firſt 
place, ſays be, Ignorance and Miſtake; 


now whether you know it or not, theſe are 


great Beaſts, and dangerous ones too, tho 
they don't 7 it may be upon all four. 
Truly, ſaid J, 


I think. they are. The o- 
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ther parts of his Conqueſt, continues he, 
are Grief and Pain; Covetouſneſs, and 
Intemperance, and all the whole Force of 
Vice beſides. Theſe are noble Exploits, 


ſaid I, the Olympick Games can ſhow no- 


thing like it; But I ſuppoſe this Cham- 
pion's Crown is not altogether for Orna- 
ment, therefore pray tell me the Advan- 
tage in wearing it. You are to know 
then, young Gentlemen, ſays he, that it 
has a mighty ſatisfying Quality : He that 
has this Crown upon his Head, is poſſeſt 
of Happineſs ; And which is more, *tis of 
his own Growth too, without any De- 
pendance upon his Neighbours. In ear- 
neft, *tis glorious conquering at this rate. 
But how does the Man ſpend his time, 
and whither does he go, after he is thus 
Crown'd ? The Virtues, ſys he, receive 


him, and conduct him back to the Place 


where he was before, and here they ſhew 
him at what a rate of Scandal and Miſery 
People hve. How often they run their 
Heads againſt a Poſt, ramble from their 
Intereſt, and are led as it were in Tri- 
umph by their Enemies. Some are made 


Prize of by Debauchery, ſome by Arro- 


gance and Ambition, and ſome by Co- 
vetouſneſs, G Neither is it in their 
power, to diſengage themſelves and make 


their Eſcape hither. But they En 
Rol- 
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Rolling and Reſtleſs till they tumble into 
their Graves; And all this happens be- 
canſe they can't pick out the right way, 
for alaſs! They have forgotten the Ad- 
vice the Genius gave them. What you 
ſay is not unlikely; But ſtill I'm at a loſs 
why the Virtzes ſnould lead this happy 
Man to the Place from whence he came ? 
'Tis to inform his Judgment, ſays he, 
and make him underſtand the World bet- 
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ter. For to deal clearly, Error and Je- 


norance had abuſed him before. And thus 
his Underſtanding, being miſty and miſ- 
led, he was wildred in the Qualities of 
Things, and miſtook the Nature of Good 
and Evil. So that, in ſhort, he was in a 
great meaſure, as irregular, and unhappy 
as the reſt, But now having gain'd a 


Tight Notion of Intereſt and Advantage, 


he ſees farther into-the Follies and Miſe- 


ry of other Men. Right, and when he 


has ſeen all this, how does he diſpoſe of 
himſelf ? ' Juſt as he pleaſes. For let him 


go where he will, he is as ſafe as a Ship in 
a Harbour : and all People will be as glad 


of his Company as a Patient is of the Vi- 


ſit of an abſe Doctor. What, won't he be 
afraid of thoſe ſcurvy Women any more, 
which you ſaid were like Bears in a Bear- 


arden? Not at all. He'll never be di- 
ſturd'd with Pain nor Poverty, with In- 
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temperance, or Avarice, nor any vf that 
hoſtile Clan which made him uneaſy be- 
fore. For he'll be perfectly Impregnable 
againſt all manner of Attacks. And as 
no other Serpent dares venture upon thoſe 
who are bitten by a Viper, becauſe they 
are fortified by a ſuperiour Poyſon which 


is now turn'd to an Antidote: So this 


Man has always his Preſervative about 
him. What you ſay, ſeems very reaſo- 
nable. But pray tell me who thoſe are 
that come down the Hill; ſome of them 
with Crowns on their Heads, and Satisfa- 
ction in their Face: Others are the Picture 
of Deſpair, look ſomewhat maim'd and 
batter'd, and ſeem under the Guard of a 


. parcel of Women? Thoſe crown'd, ſays 
he, are ſafe arrived at the feat of Philo- 


ſopby, and appear pleas d with the Con- 
verſation of that Lady. But thoſe who 
have no ſign of Succeſs upon their Heads, 
are ſome of them turn d back by Philoſo- 
phy for being unqualiſied: Others miſ- 


carry for want of Induſtry and Spiri. 


And when they have ſtrain'd up to Pa- 


 tience quit the Advantage of the Progreſs, 


and Ramble: without Path, or Direction. 
I underſtand you. But, what Women are 
thoſe at the Heels of them ? They repre- 
ſent, ſays be, Grief and Pain, Deſpair, 
Ignominy, and Ignorance. Say you ſo. 
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Then the Men are in very bad Company. 
You're right. Now when theſe People 
come back to the firſt Court and return to 
Luxury and Lewdneſs, they make an odd 
Report of the Adventure, and blame Phi- 
loſophy, and not themſelves for their Miſ- 
carriage; They tell you that all who 
went upon theſe Diſcoveries, are wretch- 
edly harraſs d, and diſappointed. And 
never enjoy any of the Satisfactions which 
are to be met with at home. What Ad- 
vantages are theſe? Why, in a Word, 
debauching and regaling their Palates : 
For Gourmandizing, and the Liberties of 
a Brute are in their Eſteem the Supreme 
Satisfactions. They muſt take their Fan- 
cy, but under favour, who are thoſe 
. Pleaſant ſmiling Women that come from 
yonder place? They call them Opinions, 
ſays he, their Buſineſs is to introduce 
thoſe to InſiruFion, who are upon the 
Road to the Virtues, and when they have 
convey'd them hither, they return to fetch 
more: And to encourage new Comers, 
they let them underſtand how happy thoſe 
People are that took the Journey before 
them. «Have theſe Women admittance to 
the Virtues 2 By no means; Opinion is ne- 


ver allow'd to appear in the Preſence of 


Science; However, they deliver up their 
Charge to Learning or InſiruFion. And 
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with her, and neither be tranſported when 


120 


— 


when they have done, go back for freſh 
Company : Juſt like your Merchant Men, 
which when they are unladen, ſet fail 
again, and are freighted with another 
Cargo. Without Flattery, ſaid J, you 
feem to explain theſe Matters very well : 
But you have not told me what Directions 
the Genius, or ſuperintending Spirit, gives 
thoſe who are juſt marching into Life. 


He bids them be bold, ſays he, and keep 


up their Spirits ; and pray do you fo, for 
I ſhall let you into the whole Buſineſs, 
and make no Omiſſions in the Relation. 
And here holding out his Cane again, do 
you ſee that blind Woman, ſays he, ſtand- 
ing upon a Globe, who I told you was 
Fortune? Yes, we ſee her. The Genius, 
continues -he, warns every body never to 
truſt this Woman, nor to reckon any 
thing their own, or of any long con- 


tinuance, that comes from her. For the 


Grants of Fortune are always made with 
a Power of Revocation; And a Man that 


holds of her is a meer Fenant at Will, 
and may be turn'd out the next Day for 
ought he knows to the contrary; Re- 
fumptiont are very common with this La- 


dy, and there's no depending upon her 


'Favour z And therefore the Geniu, ad- 


viſes People to be looſe and indifferent 
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ſhe gives, nor dejeted when ſhe takes 
away. For ſhe never acts upon Reaſon, 
but throws out every thing at Peradven- 
ture. Therefore the Rule is never to be 
ſurpriz d at any of her Proceedings; Nor 
behave our ſelves like ſome unreaſonable 
Bankers, who when there's Mony lodg'd 
in their Hands, are pleas d with receiving 
it,. and look upon it as their own : But 
when 'tis drawn out again, they are as 
much out of humour, as if they had ſome 
real injury done them: Never remem- 
bring they are but Caſheers; and that 
they were truſted with the Sum, upon 
condition of repaying it upon demand. 
Theſe things the Directing Spirit orders 
People to obſerve, with reference to 
Fortune, whoſe Cuſtom it is to take away 
what ſhe has beſtow'd, and ſoon after, to 
reſtore thrice as much; And it may be 
in a little time ſhe will turn ſhort again, 
carry of her laſt Bounty, and a great 
deal more into the bargain.. Upon theſe - 
Conſiderations, ' the Genius enjoyns them 
to receive what they can of her, and make 
off with it forthwith in queſt of a more 
laſting Liberality: And where is this to 
be had? Learning, replies the Gentleman, 1 
will preſent them, provided they can 
get ſafe to her. Preſent them with 
what? With the Knowledge of what 
n OY 15 
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is really uſeful, and ſignificant 3 now this 


is a Favour that will ſtick by them, and 
there's no fear of its being recall'd ; And 
therefore the Genius bids them preſs for- 
ward for this Advantage as faſt as they 
can: And when they come up to thoſe 
Women, which I told you were calPd 
Pleaſure and Intemperance, they are or- 


der'd to paſs on, without making the 


leaſt ſtop, or acquaintance, till they reach 
Pretended- Learning; and here they are 
to ſtay ſometime till ſhe has furniſh'd 
them with Conveniencies for their Jour- 


ney z and then to ſet forward to true Lear 


ning or Philoſophy, with all Expedition, 


Theſe are the Directions of the Genn, 
which whoſoever either neglects, or mi- 


ſtakes, is loſt and undone to all intents and 


purpoſes. Thus, Gentlemen, the Mytho- 


logy of the P:&ure is explain d to you. 
And if you have any thing to ask far- 
ther about the Argument. you are hear- 
tily welcome. Sir, ſaid 1, ſince you give 


us this freedom, pray what is it the Ge- 


nius orders People to receive of Pretended 


Learning ? Some things that may be of 


Service to them if they pleaſe. What are 


thoſe? Letters, ſays he, and Scholarſhip, 
which being a handſome Amuſement, are 
as Plato obſerves, a ſort of Reſtraint up- 


on young People, and keep them ſome- 


times 
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times from flying out into Extra va- 
gance. Is there then a Neceſſity of touch- 
ing upon this Coaſt in order to the arriv- 
ing at true Learning? Not at all: Th 
are uſeful indeed in ſome Reſpects, but 
as to the Point of Probity, they ſignify 
\l little. Do you ſay then they ſignify no- 
thing towards Virtue, and moral Improve- 
ment? I ſay a Man may be good with- 
out them, and yet they are not altoge- 
ther Uſeleſs. To illuſtrate the Matter. 
Tho' we may underſtand a Foreigner well 
enough by an Izterpreter, yet it may not 
be amiſs to learn the Language our ſelves. 
Thus you ſee we may go on without the 
Advantages of Education. What then 
don't Mathematicians and other Scholars, 
ſtand fairer for degrees in Honeſty, than 
other People? I can't ſee which way, yr 
he, ſince they miſtake the Nature of 
Good and Evil, and are as much govern'd 
by their Vices as the reſt of the World. 
For, to ſpeak freely, a Man may have 
abundance of fine NotionsYn his Head, 
and run through all the Sciences, as they 
call them, and yet love Wine and Wo- 
men, and Mony, a great deal too much. 
In ſhort, he may be admirably furniſh'd 
this way, and yet be a Fop, a Knave, or 
a Traitor, if he has not a care: I'm ſorry 
to fay there are not a few Men of ä 
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lyable to this Imputation. And ſince the 
Caſe ſtands thus, what Advantage have 
they in reference to Virtue above others? 
Truly not much, as you have repreſent- 


ed the Matter. But under favour what's 


the Reaſon then theſe Gentlemen -are 
lodg'd in the Second Court, for by their 
Apartments they ſeem to be next Neigh- 
bours to true Knowledge? And what of 


all that, ſa he? Don't you ſee ſeveral 


paſs immediately from Debauchery to true 
Knowledge, from the firſt Court, to the 


third, without making a Viſit to theſe 


Gentlemen of Education? And in what, 


then, does their Privilege conſiſt? In 
earneſt, I think they are either more lazy 


or more untoward then the reſt, in Learn- 
ing the Leſſon they ſhould do. How ſo, 
ſaid I ? Becauſe, fays he, thoſe in the 
Second Court pretend to know more than 
they really do: Now their being thus 


conceited in their Ignorance, makes them 
more ſluggiſh in their Advances to true 


Knowledge than otherwiſe they would be. 
Beſides, don't you obſerve that Opinion, 
and Uncertainty are perpetually trudging 
to them out of the Firſt Court? So that 
in fine they are-not a jot better than other 
Mortals, unleſs Repertarce calls in at their 


Lodgings and they grow fully convinc'd 


that tis only Sham-Learning: which they 
; "oh We have 
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have been all this while amusd with 3 


And that unleſs they mend their Man- 


ners, and their Company, tis impoſſible 
for them not to Miſcarry. And therefore 
Gentlemen, ſays he, I hope you'll remem- 
ber this Diſcourſe, comply with the Di- 
rections, and Practiſe them up to a Ha- 
bit; Indeed all other Buſineſs is but tri- 
fling to this z But you muſt frequently 


recollect your Memory, and take Pains 
with your ſelves, otherwiſe what you 


have heard will do you no Service. We 
ſhall endeavour to take your Advice. But 
I defire you would explain your ſelf a 
little upon the Notion of Advantage, and 


how the Common Liberalities of For- 


tune can be ſaid not to be Good; ſuch as 
Life, Health, Riches, Fame, Poſterity, 
Victory, &c. And how the contrary to 
theſe can be maintain'd not to be Evil? 
To aſſert this I muſt needs ſay, is all Rid- 
dle and Paradox to me. To ſatisfy you, 
ſays he, 1 ſhall ask you a few Queſtions, 
and pray ſpeak your Mind freely in your 
Anſwer. I ſhall do it. What do you 
think then in caſe a Man lives ill, is Life 
any Advantage to him? No truly, ſaid 


J. tis rather a Diſadvantage, Very Well, 


Jays he, then bare living, without other 
Conſiderations, is no Privilege: tis a 
Good Thing to thoſe that live well, but 


Ren 
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2 Misfortune to others. Under favour 
do you affirm that Life is Advantage, 


and Diſadvantage too? I do. Pray, ſaid 
I, have a care of an Abſurdity z For tis 
impoſſible the ſame Thing ſhould be both 
. Good and Bad; At this rate it would be 


Profitable, and Prejudicial, and the Ob- 


ject of Choice and Averſion, at the ſame 


time. That is Abſurdity enough, ſays 


be, in all Conſcience : But pray, if living 
IIl is a miſchief to him that's guilty on't 
does it follow from hence, that. Life pre- 


eiſely taken has any harm in't? Indeed, 
I can't ſay both theſe Caſes. are the 
fame. Why then Life is no bad Buſi- 


neſs, if it were, thoſe who live well, 
would lie under the Misfortune, for they 
five no leſs than other People. Truly, 


you ſeem to argue reaſonably enough. 


Therefore, ſays he, ſince Life is common 


both to Good and Bad People, it muſt 
be Indifferent of it ſelf, and the Uſe muſt 
determine the Quality. *Tis much like 


Lancing and Burning, the Seaſon and the' 


Application; makes the Diſtinction ; If 


a Man be well, it does him a Miſchief, 


t an Uleer, or an Impoſthume, is much 


the better for a skilful Hand. To put an 


other Queſtion to you, had you rather live 


ſcaudalouſſy, or Die bravely ? I had ra- 
tber Die upon thoſe terms, You = 
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ſwer like a Man s From hence it follows 


that Death is no Evil, betauſe tis fome- 
times more Eligible than Living. You are 


right. The ſame Reaſoning, continues my 


Inſtructer, will hold with reference to Health 


and Diſeaſes; For the former is ſome- 
times a Misfortune to a Man, and as Cir- 
cumſtances may happen, he had much 


better have been ſick in his Bed. I can't 


deny what you ſay. Let us go on then, 


- ſays he, and examine the Caſe of Riches z 


And here a very little Reaſoning will ſerve 
For Matter of Fact when tis 
frequent and viſible, needs no Proof: 
Now, nothing is more common than to 
ſee Wealthy People live Scandalouſly and 
Miſerably. Ay, that's but too true. Then 
Riches does them no ſervice in order to 
Virtue, and Happineſs. It ſeems ſo, other- 
wiſe they would manage better, Well 
then, *tis Precept, and Principles, not an 
Eſtate, which makes Men good for ſome- 
thing. Indeed I think ſo. Which way 
then, ſays he, can Wealth be a real Advan- 


tage, if it can't improve the Owners, nor 


contribute to the making them. better Men? 
I can't tell. By your Conceſſion, an E- 
ſtate muſt be a Diſadvantage to thoſe who 
know not how to uſe it. Yes, without all 
doubt. How then can that be abſolately 


a good Thing, when a Man is ſometimes 
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the better fors being without it. From 
hence it follows that a Perſon that has Ho- 
neſty and Diſcretion to his Fortune, may | 
make ſomething on't; But unleſs he is 
thus qualified, he is 017 furniſh'd with 
Edg „Tach d. to cut his Fingers. To con- 
— of the overrating theſe Things is that 
which diſorders Humane Life, and ruins 
the World ; For when People tancy they 
can't be hap y without ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces, they Il bas gle at no Wickedneſs to 
come at them, And all this Miſchief is o- 
caſion d, for want of a right Notion of 
whe is rally t. . * 
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